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The Burns ReGiunn; | 


NY without the Ine&rpoſition of a pee = ar N 


Providence, muſt be fatal to our Intercft 
Peace of Mind. in whatever Affair we ſuffer © 
LE. r e e Art t | 


it naturally inſpires, of the darling Object, makes 
it almoſt an Impoſſibility t ſuſpect his Honour 
and Sincerity; = the Pleaſure which ariſes 


from a Self-aſſurance of the Truthyof what we. 


ſo eagerly. deſire, Ld or a Yong Fleer, 


unaccuſtom'd to ſuch Struggles, to repel. 
os, the following little iſtory (hich I can 


_ affirm for * * 4% cy * from 2 ouths of 


thoſe chiefly Tone it) is Exibiple of 
what Miſeries may m_— 4 Womin, Who has 
E other Foundation. for Belief i hi 
ver ſays to her, than the good Ipion 
_— _ LH — 6g © FIN 
N A, EI young Ct GET 
Fortune, in # arwiick/tire, being © lig'dby 10 
Baſineſs to come to London, which? INE Ha Hoy ya 
ſeen before, was oO 
Sab Acquaintance, olife 12 "he 
ight 5 The Plcafantneſ of the Situation; 
the goo any the found in it, guve her 
at once the 2 oth of the Town and Coun- 
1 — being naturally of a reſefv'd Temper, 
wing, 3 in her og dn. ſeem'd 
—5 — her Thoughts, th e grew not Pre- 
ſently acquainted with any Body. And the'\ſhe 
obſerv'd, that at every Meal, a Plate of whatevh 


Perſon was help'd, yer o never h 


'Þ lk. 


: 5 aſons * . 
| which the Soul finds Robm, ſo it is allo the 
_ moſt caſily deceiv'd. The good Opinion, which 


came to Table was carry'daway, — 
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The: Bxifism Radio 3 
to ak to whom it was ſent; till one Dizy;' ſari 

. — 
merly had bern „ they bęgan to enquir 

of the Gentlewoman of the Houle, how the 
Rr cLvsE did; if ſhe cominued her Solits 
Courſe of Life,. and, if ſhe had yet heel 
able to find out the Cauſe! of Her Retirement: 

To which the Landlady 'reply'd, that ſhe m 

till in the ſame Mind, in which they left ere 
and that to diſcover the Myftery of het conceal» 
ing herſelf, ſhe belicv'd- an utter TripofliBilieys 
Indeed, (ſaid one of the Gentlemen) to u the 
Gertainty of ſuch an Affair, may be a little diffs 
cult, — it no 1. 5 n to form « 
very probable Coniecturr. In my Opinion, as 
Motive, but il reguited Lobe, cou'd? indute 
Lady (ſo young and beautiful, as you 'deferibe 
this to be) to ſuch an obſtinate and peevath 
Reſignation of all the Pleaſures of Life. | Ir. 


ther think (anſwer'd 'a young Lady who 
happen'd to be there) dis tlle Efe f [Grief 
for the Death of ſome: near and dear Relation, n 
Parent perbaps, or How Madam (interruptetl 
the other Gentleman haſtily) produces me but 
one Example, ſince the Fall of Hu-, of ſucks 
Conſtancy in- Grief, and I ſhalt willingly acqui- 

e ſce to the Sentiments of ſo fine a Lady; bt 
am poſitive yqu cannot, give ne leave to ſay, it is 
not only impracticable, bur alſb unnatural. Nor 
[can I agree any more with iny Friend's Noon 
of the Matter, than with your's: All kinds of 
Paſſon, every Body knows, wear off with Time; 
eee, of all others, as tis the gem leſt, and 
27 xrubliſted only by Delight, of courſe muſt dye, 

J heaPelights ar an End." How chen, cute 


- _ ” 1 " * N ? FRI, * 4 
— n D oo et a, 5 WOE nn 5 I Ie NAS a ER ed MERETSLT CE Soo 
2 _ Son 2 > A P 5 8 ERS * 8 2 8 n 2 * 
2; r L 
3 1 2. wy +. 7 0 


0 8 - 8 * 8 "—_ oO. 2 — >—* in. TI err —” 
4 * e b PR en > W bt 8 2 8 n 5 8 D 
g 1 25 Fo TORE ng Pur ws bY ng F mT I IHR Lr ss e 
Ne WW , . © F . 0 . 1 IRS E r 
1 7 * * d Rn 4 * — — 
TRI NEE OL Arndt ne, d . - r 4 SES VR OE bo I DT ES an ed OAK ESC ae? 
N . r 1322 5,0 
L * 
1 $ 


IE AR, «COR A RL NS, I Z 24 
>, SOS I >; 4, ab nfo M46, > — 8 
r rows PE OSS TY IF 2 
Us Bn nd; A 
F.. ᷣ ͤ ñ ß ̃ĩ 
0 


8 
5 . = - - 


Pa : 


JW 


FAY . % 8 A "= _ ; = R 
G err VVV 
„ ä b 
22 ln one ORE EE I ene 3 
7 oy * 4 . 2 r 3 "B61 5 Ty £ —_ * 8 5 mY > 31x Wii 
— > S. {oe SEO, "3% * 2 2 4. by 4 
1 . - ?, 


4 The BN T ISR RECTusE. 
be poſſible that a Woman, who kus for Whole 
Twelvemonth liv'd in a Retirement, where the 
neither has ſeen any Body, nor been ſeen, if it 
were ſo that Love was the Occaſion, ſhou 
not by this be weary both of the Cauaſe and the 
Hen? No, no, (continu'd he laughing) I ra- 
tker think, my Landlady, to divert her ſelf, and 
amuſe us, has form'd this Story of à beautiful 
ung Creature, whom, if the Truth were 
— Idare ſwear is ſome wither'd Hag, paſt 7 
the Ule of Pleaſures, and keeps her ſelf in pri⸗ 
vate leſt her Couutenance ſhould-rerrify. Very ©® 
well (anſwer'd the good old © Gentlewomar) 
you may be as merry as you pleaſe with Age; 
ut, Sir, I fancy if you cou'd have perſuaded me 
to: have contriv' d ſome means for you to have 
come to the Sight of this Hag, as you call her, 
mne has Eyes, which wou'd have convine'd you, 
That there is a Power in Love, beyond what now 
yow ſeem to imagine of that Paſſion 
All Dinner, and ſome time after, was paſt in 
| this ſort of Converſation; which, the! Belinda 
i _ Had but a ſmall Share in, yet it fail'd not to ex- 
Jt cite her Curioſity to 4 Deſire of knowing "as 
much as ſhe cou'd of this Adventure: And, as 
ſoon as the Company were gone, and ſſie had 
an Opportunity of entertaining the Landlady a- 
lone, the took an Occaſion to enquire what fort 
of Woman the R's cr us, as they call'd her, 
really was, how long ſhe had been there, and 
by what manner inttoduc'd. I ſhall make no 
Scruple (ſaid ſhe) of informing you as far as 1 
dam able; but the Account I can give is ſo ſmall, 
that it will only ſerve to encreaſe your Defire f 
3 n LA Lady 
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The Bartisn Rectum 3 
Lady in 2 Chair ask'd. to ſpeak with me, I went, 


to the Door, but not knowing her, look d a 


little ſurpris'd,. fancying ſhe might be miſtaken; 


I believe ſhe gueſs d what my Thoughts werey 


and before I had time to diſcloſe em, Madam! 
(aid ſhe), I have ſomething. to communicate to 


4 you, which L am, not willing any Perſon ſhou'ds 


witneſs to; and, if you are at Leiſure, ſhouid 


take it as a-Favour, if you wou'd give me an 
Opportunity of diſcourſing you. I then im- 
mediately deſir d her to come into the Patlor; 
and the Door being ſhut, I am, (reſum' dhe) 
an utter Stranger to you, and indeed deſign to 
continue ſo to all the World 4 it was but by an 
Accident I heard of the Accommodation yu 
have for Boarders, and; gladly; wou'd become 


one, if you approve of it on the Conditions I 
ſhall propoſe. They muſt be very ſtrange ones 


(anſwer'd 1) that cou'd make me refuſe the Com- 
pany of a Lady ſuch. as you appear to be; there 
are too many Charms in that Countenance, not 


to give me an Ambition of a nearer Acquaintance{ 


J beg therefore, that you will put me out of 
| the Pain of believing. there is,:a- poſſibility that 
any thing cou'd oblige me to deny my ſelf that 
Honour. She return'd this little, Compliment, 
only with a Bow, but which had ſomething in 
it of more graceful and obliging than any Werds 
cou'd be; and, after a Pauſe, the Conditions 1 
mean (ſaid ſhe) are only theſe. F int, That yo 
never will endeavour to know more of me, t 
am willing to reveal; That you will; ſuffer no 
one to enter the Apartment order'd for me, but 
the Servant who ſhall bring me in my Meat, (for 
J. will neyer dine at Table) and give that Atte 
to — 3 dance 
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5 Ter Bairion RECLUSE, 1 
bene iphich-is neceffry. And ech; Thar fe 
will befarisfy'd ti accept of a Quarrer's Payment, 
of Whatever we ſhall agtee on, always before“ 
hand, for your Security in taking à Perſon ſo 
-alcogerher unknown — — into your Houſe. I 
will give you (continued ſhe, perceiving [ look'd 
amazed) time to conſider on what I have faid, 
And in a Day br two will wait on you for an 
Anſwer; as ſhe ſpoke theſe Words, ſhe wenr 
haſtily into her Chair, leaving me in as great a 
 Confternation at her Behaviour, as ever I remem- 
ber my ſelf to have been in, at any thing in my 
whole Life. Belinda oou'd not here forbear iti- 
_ terrupring her, by asking a thouſand: Queſtions 
as to her Dreſs, her Beauty, and whether ſhe 
obſerv'd any thing of that Melancholly 'in her 

| Countenance the firſt time, which ſhe had fince 3 

| » Ciſcover'd. To all which the Landlady reply'd, 2 
that che Surprize ſhe was in at that time, hinder'd 1 
ber from taking much Notice,” eicher of her 

_ Garb.or Perſon; but that, ſince her being in the 
Houſe, ſhe was always dreſs'd' rich, but extremel7 
_ Earelifs, and wou'd often go with only her Hair 
and a N ightgown'for many days together. But 
in ſpite (ſaid ſnhe) of the little Care the ſeems to take 
of her ſelf, Heaven never form'd a Creature more 
exactly lovely; nor do I think it poſſible for the 7 
niceſt Eye to diſeover the leaſt Defect, eitber 
in her Face or Shape. What is ſhe (reſum'd Belinda) 7 
as to her Wit and Converſation? I have already 
told you (anſwer'd che other) that ſhe refuſes top 
let us know her Perfections that way, by never 
ſtirring from her Apartment, nor permitting auß 
Aus ko come inte it; bur if we may fem 4 
Jadgtment of her Genius, by the Entertainment 


The Berets in Ruciuse. 7 - 

which alone the ſeems to take Deli t in, that of 

reading the beſt Authors, we muff believe it to 

be very Elegant; ſhe has an admirable Collection 

; | of Books; und my Maid, who waits 6 her, tells 

3 me ſhe never goes 1 n, wirhdut findi her en⸗ 

gag'd in ſome one of them. Then you ven rd 

(ſaid' Belinda) to take her, without aby further | 

Knowledge? I ' conftder'd (reply'd” the) "That 

| there cod be no great Hazard in it; and, be- 

—— there was ſotnething ſo in reffibly en· 
aging in her Mein and manner of Addreſs, that 

believe it almoſt an Im offibility ſhe thoul be 

refus d any thing. This Account gave or 

7 rhe greateſt Defire imaginable ro ve acquainte 

2 with her, and never le ſoliciting the F 

to uſe her Intereſt to procure it. The old Ga 

tlewoman, who Was extreamly good-humour'd, 

promis'd to do her Endeavour, but fai — withal, * 

that ſhe was afraid it Was. a Work ſhe ſhould no 

be able to accompliſh "You muſt tell her (fai 

Belinda) and fps wich tyre Truth thay you 

imagine, that ubevenP hin your Houſe, he 0 

juſtly way be term'd one of the Fol unfortu unate 

on that I am charm'd with fer I man- 

ner of Lifec=thar T cogld like nothing ſo much 

as to partake ſuch 4 Retirement and, that if 

ſhe wou'd permit me, 200 d be lac to mingle my 

Tears with b bers, I = 'd 2 by 


Opportunity of indulging cf. blo ag an 
bt Tntrofon on Ber 8 855 6 chan Th 
5 e leave! This (anſwer'd che Landlath) fs Wy 


ing, Will do-—and'as 7 have fo ingeniouſſy 
contriv'd the Plot, 29 | be entirely owing to 
= want of 'Ability it on, if it ſhou'd 

carry's and bee Fd et go about it "A | 


— ST YO SE: wo hn. 


—_ #* 


 ... Hot ihgeed, (reſurn' 
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the, more.Courage, hecauſe chat reſervdt and in. 
eee Look (for ſo young and fine 2 Lady) 
Which yu always, Wears, Will, at ſhe conſenis to 
ſee. you give ſome, 855 it ig my Words. Von ered 
Belinda with a deep Sigb) he 
under any. Apprebenſiong, that my Behaviour 
will be in the. leaſt contradictory to Whatever 
ſhall: tell her of my iſpoſition to indulge a 
fee which have. hut too much Reaſon 
for. Vou may talk alter hat manner yeu pleaſe 
(aid the ather) but Iram too well acquainted 
with your Circumſtances, not to know that-you 
can have no real. Ca 5 that Penfiyenels, 
which, to deal freely. with you; very much ob- 
ſcures. the Luſtre of your, Charms. I knom net 
indeed (continu'd ſhe, with,a Smile) What Imar 
inary ones 885 Fang 72 7 uggelt.. Young Peor 
fle too A ore as it were, in 
ing out ſometh; * _ ; A chemſelves with. ; 
TI am afraid Fad have . — 5 Gentleman too 
prFly, far, yourRepole z. and, perhaps, he may be 
for Love is a u 8 Deity) of a Quality above your 
Hopes,.. or of a Degree helow: your Diſcretion: to 
make Choice of. or, cis poſſihle, - may. have 
prov'd ungrateful or, may, be already married 
or engag dor elſe She wou'd, doubtleſs, have 


run on with all the Circumſtances that gan make 


A young, Womad in Love unhappy, if Belinda | 


$4 little too nearly touch: d, putting on a more 


than ordinary Severi in her Camac had 
por Ane dee, her by, ſaying, Madam, what- 
: Ever the. O ' ccafion, of My. Meſacholly may be, 1 | A 
10 ſo danch of of. the. R REcLV ory Mind, as to re- 
eke 21755 it Secret, 8 on me, n 4 
» Perce wa tle 
* — s net VA mY 
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Words were meant no other xiſe than to divert 
and to make wa Reparation I can for the ins 
Adver tahcy. of : theth; will | conftels, that if a Pers 
ſon: of jour Age is too apt to ſcek occaſions of 
rmem ing her ſelff /one of mint is liable to a 
= £ cat a Fault, that oß talking too much of Af 
= rs; which are not any way her, Buſineſs. Some 
Doyompany happening to come in, hroke off rhe ' 
Converſation. Belinda retir'd to her Chamber, 
and the Landlady remain'd with her Head full 
of Contrivance, by hat. means ſhe ſhou'd bring 
about the Performance of her Promiſ mme. 
The next Day an Opportunity offer'd verx 
lucky for her Purpoſe; the Re CL ws ſent for 
ber to pay her ſome Mony; and as ſoon as that 
Alffair Was diſpatch'd, ſhe began to labour the 
gGaucceſs of the other, and was ſo fortunate in her 
Negot iation, that as much averſe as ſhe found 
the Rrclus k at firſt, the Aſſurances ſhe gave 
ber that Belinda Deſire of her Society ſprung 
only from a belief that there was a Sympathy in 
their Afflictions, at laſt prevail'd on her to re- 
i c.eiye a Viſit from her. Hingabe | 
dhe good! old-Gentlewoman, [eager to acquit her 
ſelf of the Promiſe ſnhe had made, entreated that 
Belinda might have leave to wait on ber that 
Night; to which the Rxcłl. usg, having permit: 


ted her coming at all, eaſily conſented: - 
The meeting of theſe, two Ladies was ſome- 
thing patticular for Perſons of the ſame. Sen; 
each found, at firſt Sight, ſo much to admire in 
the other, that it kept both from ſpeaking for 
ſome Moments. The Rx cL Vs R. confider'd 
Belinda, as indeed ſhe; is, one of the moſt lovely 
Perſons on Earth wand ine ound de R 
e | +7 0 
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ro The Batrisn Rrerusz. 
ſo far beyond the Landlady's 7 ſome- 
thing fo Majeſtick, and withal fo ſweet and at- 
tractive in her Air ſuch a Mixture of the moſt 
forceful Fire, and moſt enchanting Softneſs in 
her Eyes, that ſhe became wholly loſt in ſpeech- 
eb Wonder; till the Rz 61. vs (who, tho' ag 
dung as Belinda, was Miſtreſs of a much greater 
teſence of Mind) broke Silence in theſe Words. 
bs II, Madam (faid the, wit a Voice and Accent 
| no leſs 3 than her Perſon)you ate enough 
in Love with Miſery, to wiſh to be Partaker of it 
with me, | heartily can bid you welcome to this 
Scene of Woe: bur if your Griefs are of a Na- 
ture that will admit Relief, the Society of 4 
Wretch like me, will be far from adding to your 
Conſolation. To forget the Misfortunes I lament 
- (reply'd Belinda) wou'd be, perhaps, a 1 III 
than any I yet have known — tis my Deſire al- 
ways to remember them, and nothing ſure can ſo 
well enable me to do it with Patience, as the 
Knowledge that ſo many excellent Qualities, as 
you appear to be- Miſtreſs of, cannot be exempt- 
ed from Calamities. Alas! (reſum'd the R- 
oLvsR, burſting into Tears) tis the little Knows 
lege you have of me inclines you to fo favour- 
able an Opinion. Believe me Madam (continu'd 
ſhe, weeping ſtill more) were you acquainted 
with the Hiftory of this Wretch you ſec before 
you, you wou'd allow that as none like me has 
ever ſuffer? d, ſo alſo none ever has like me de- 
ferv'd to ſuffer. I believe, Madam! (anfwer'd 
Belinda) one of the greateſt Impoſſibilites you 
can attempt is, that of perſuading me, or in- 
daeed any body that ſees you, to that Opinion. 
FT heſe little Civilities being over, they fell 12 a 
1 on- 


, 
* 
- 


3 
8 
4%; 
* 


vening before, the Converſation who perhaps 


af the 
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Converſation ſuitable to' that Melancholy their 
ovary rp had involw'd them in; and they a- 
y in cheir Sentiments concern» 
ig he e Idee of all humane Happineſs —— 

ittle Confidence there was to be put in the 
Proteſtations of Friendſhip and that the only 
way to attain true Content, was in an abſolute Re 
tirement from the World, and a Diſregard of 'eve= 
ry thing in it; that when they parted (as Belinda 
thought it improper, to make her firſt Viſit vo 
long) it was with a mutual Satisfaction, and 
to conceive for the other, a'real Tender. 
which has ever ſince remain'd unſhaken. 
"The next Day (being defir'd'ro do fo by che 
. — Belinds — her a ſecond Viſit, and, 
after ſome Diſcourſe like what had paſs'd che E= 


undeſignediy by either of them, on Leu; büt 
when once enter'd, neither ſeem' d to 1 weary. 

Subject; and both ſpoke 4 
manner, that if a third Perſon any be been' ſos 
pas rar faid, he need not have been very 
uick of Apprehenfion to diſcover what was the 

ource of both theſe Ladies Troubles, They far 
together till paſt. Midnight; and when Belinda 


— her Leave, it was not without making an 
f had done this. 


ppointment to puſs the et 11 as my 


As ſoon as Blinds was lads, the bs 1 to m 
over in her Mind, all the Particulars "the: Con» 
verſation ſhe had with che Rzeieen, and was 


now corfirm'd in what ſhe before imagin'd, that 


Love had been the fole Cauſe of her Retirement: 


She wou'd have given almoſt one of her Eyes, 


155 2 let into the Gorey or the 3 
Affair, 


— —äł4) — — 
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Affair, but durſt not attempt to iaak it, for fear 
of diſobliging:her; if the Rx d Lube, who was! 


little behind — 3 apo emo rs ae next; 
Viſit, p ely given her an Opportunity. 
14 — n5.2m9 Pura ! (ſaid doe, od after they 
were together) whether there he a poſſibility for. 
you to imagine from what Cauſe the Miſeries you 
ſee me in have proceeded, but Lam chalf paſitive, 
that I can more than gueſs the Oxigine of that 
Melancholy which induces you ton ſupport the. 
Society of a Wretch like me !—1 cannot doubt, 


Madam ' (reply'd: Belinda, bluſhing, yet pleas'd; 


ſhe had ſo favourable an Opportunity of ſpeak»: 
ing hor Mind without Offence) your Penetra- 


tion in a much greater Matter, ſince I, Who 


have but little Diſcernment, and deſo Experience, 
have been bold enough in my Imagination, to- 
aſſure my ſelf that whatever the Mes may be, 
the Cauſe of both our Sorrows is the ſame. I 
am ſo much of your Mind (reſumd the other) 
that I am willing to put it tothe Tryal. Here 
(continued ſnhe, taking Pens and Paper) do you, 
write, and I wilb do the ſame, and by readin 

what each other have ſet down both! will avoid 
the Confuſion of {peaking firſt. Agreed! (ſaid: 
Belinda, and immediately did as the Reus 
qeſit d:) on Exchange of the Papers, Belinda 
read in that which the RxcLusk had vwrit; Uu 
done by Love, and the Ingratitude of faithleſs Man. 
And the ; RECLUSE. found in that which the o- 
ther had writ, theſe Words; For ver loſt to 
Peace y Love, and my own' fond Belief. As I 
expected! cry d they out both together and after 


4 little pauſe, Not all the IIls (rejoynid the Re- 


oLusx) which Fortune watches to oppreb us with, 


C5388 « 1 & 


; | ares half ſo*ruihons; ſo deſtructive; as chis one: 
Paſſion !. Nothing; indeed, (reply'd Belinuas 


Life a Death | Why, Oh 
fond Hearts to harbour th&e ? 
not like Man (reſum'd the Ruck us, bearing 
her Company in Tears) inconſtant, changing, 
and hunting after Pleaſure int ever Shape — 
1 if our Sex, more pu pare, And more refin'd, 
10 disdalnsta Hay ls, 

Strength of Reęaſon hog to enable us to ſcorn 
what is no longer worthy our Eſteem? In theſe,” 
and the like Exclamations, they paſt ſome Time 
Z an# had; doubtleſt; given a greater Looſe to the 
7 overboiling Paſſions of their Souls, if cheir mutual 
Curioſity co know each others Adventures, hi 
not oblig'd them to leave offecrq mon 150 


tion of them. Belinda anſwer'd her only with'a 
Bow, and a little ſhaking of her Head, at one 
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weeping) is ro our Sex ſo fatal. Oh Love (con- 


ec fe) T hou gilded Poiſon, which kills by 


flow Degrees, ah makes ca h "Moment of dur 
zhy do we ſuffer our 
Why are we 


pineſs ſo groſs, Why have we not 


TY 


The Recivsewou'd fain Have perſwaded Ins 
linds to relate her. Story firſt; but that Lady ex- 
cls de herſelf in Ferms ſo obliging, and full of 
Reſpect, that the: other cou d notꝭ preſs her an 
farther, and only ſaid, I ſhou'd hardly be pre- 

vail'd on to a:RecitaFof thoſe Misfortunes which, 


indeed, have fallen on me but too juſtly, till by 
| knowing yours I ſhou'd have hope to find Ex- 


cuſc : But, as. I am confident no Woes were ever 
like mine, I . have Good nature enough to ac- 
quaint you with em firſt, to the End that the 
Knowledge of mine may make your 6wn feent 
lels, and enable you with more Eaſe to the Rela- 


to thank her for Ae ai and ſhew _ 


8 AI k l 


Fo 
1 Te Burton Racabes. 
ſhe thought ir i ble for any Aion to cx 
ceed'thar which ſhe endur'd : "And the Rtciu, 


after having paid a. Tribute of Sighs, which the 
Remembrance of her Misfortunes always exa- 
Qed from her, began to ſatisfy her Lr rr x 
8 in theſe W rds. N e! 


Tue  Sroty of Cid. # 405 
0 make you perfectly h 


comprehend: the 
Truth of — A Kurs (ſaid the) I muſt ac- 
quaint you of what Condition my Parents were! 1 
Naß their Names I ſhall beg leave to con- 
ceal, leaft by declaring to any one that ſo deſer-- 
vedly unhappy a Creature is + theit Child, I ſhow! 

difurb yg 5 Quiet of their Aſhes. 8e 
cou'd not ſpeak this without burſting into a Tor- 
rent of Tears, which, for ſome Moments, hin- 
dred her from proceeding : But as ſoon as ſhe 
had a little repell'd the Vidlenes of her Grief, 
You muſt know (continu'd ſhe) that my Father 
Was a younger Branch of a Family which boaſts 
a Place among the Prime of the \Notility z and, 
my Mother was deſcended from Anceſtors whoſe 
noble Actions merited Titles, though they wore 
none, but that of bei the Beſt and moſt: An- 
cient of the Gentry They had both been from 
their Infancy. wee? he to — and had Spi- 
tits far above their Circumſtances, which made 
them unable to endure the Thoughts either of 
— or-appearing in Publiek with an 
uipage 7 way ipferior to what thoſe of the 
me Rank -maintain'd. Thus was I, who was 
their only Child, 'bred up in all the Pomp and 
Tor: ality ; and great Part of what _ 
| ave 


1 
We 
_— 
bags | 
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A eder Nregbis =; 
dave been reſeryd for my Fortune ſpent in iji 
Education, and kviſh'd on thoſe — — Ors 
3, Which all young Girls, 
” making a Show, a Ns 1 


# Who are fond 


not moch above chirteen when my Father died: 


Lo ra * was ſo reul a Grief to my Mother, 1 
FJ Time the reinait'd ileonſolable, 

4 440 Ay Gaiety ever return. Inſtead 'of 
= entettaining any \ 


1 5 of a ſecond Marriage, 
6 | - rranſplanted all the Tenderneſs ſhe had bor 
my Father on me; and the Confideration -hok 
rdprobable it was för ker to match me according 
= Birth, or che ExpeRations 1 had bet 
7 bee to, (my Father able to leave * — 
more than three thouſand Pounds) ever 
encreas'd her AMiQion': Nor were th 
Acttions inaccompanitd wich Fears, To 
Youth, and ſome Attractions which — Hor 
made her fancy ſhe Tay about me, f 
on Tempritions to the Diſadva wy Re 
Fn 3 ſhe therefore refolv'd d W 
uit the Court, as 4 Place too — for 
125 'y ung Woman to continue in, had —1 
a Fortune ſufficient tb entitle her to be het 
ble Affections of the Greut, and too much 8 Pride 
to liſten to the S0licitgtions of the inferiur Sort 
Who frequented it. That the leſ Notice might 
be taken of the Chang © her Humor, the Pre- 
ended an Indifpolition, and that the London Hir 
id not agree her, and in a mort Lie 
took 'a Houſe about fix Miles diſtant from it. 
This was like preſent Death to me, but al 1 
l was of no Effect; the more preſfing 1 
appear d to ftay, the more ſhe" thou by it _ 
fat T ſhow'd 9; and the rab Fondreh TeÞ 8 


6 
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a Well as, my Hier, my i. 


nue, had not made it more hat 
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was her Speech, a ſecond Time; interrupted hy 
her tempeſtuous Grief; and Belinda was forc'd 


Fo make Oſe of all the Arguments ſhe was Mi- 


47 ** 
> - 


 ZMreſs of, co perſwade her to Moderation. 


At laſt, getting leave to reſume her Diſcourſe, 


pe Day (aid ſne) one Fara: Day— wou'd to 


2 


Bod it had been the laſt of my Life, as it was 


pf my Kepoſe, two Ladies came to viſit my Mo- 
ber, and ſpeaking of a magnificent Ball that 


Night at Court, told her they were come on 


1 
Wo 
- TR 
1 


Purpoſe to entreat her to permit me to accom- 
Pany them. By the Account I have given, you 


2More in Court, where every body welcom'd me, 
very body careſs'd me, and, indeed, I believe 
me of them with a good deal of Sincerity: 
Tor not being of a Quality great enough to create 


ny, nor ſo mean as to beget Contempt, and to- 
Prably well humour'd; I am ſenſible there were 
any whoſe kind Wiſhes I heartily poſſeſt. 
Fad my Admirers too; at leaſt, there were ſeve- 
l young Sparks, and thoſe not of the loweſt 
Rank, who took Pleaſure in making me believe, 
. Not that my Heart was any way affected 
"With what they ſaid, though I had Vanity e- 
"Dough to encourage it: Love was a Paſſion I had 
p little Notion of, chat I 9 it no 1 

| 2 e than 


* 7 
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Acquaintance whiſper'd me, and ſaid, There's the 
other Name chan that of Lyſander.) He is Jarely 


vy'd Gallantry if you lead him out. While the 


Fat 


than as a Fiction, and only dreſs d up by the Pe- 
ets in ſuch Variety of Shapes, to make the Aa- 
muſement more entertaining: But this, alas! W W ũ ꝗ Ä 
the unlucky Hour in which I was to be con. 


vinc' d of the real Being of that Power I ſo ſlight- 


iy had regarded; and ſoon learn'd to pity, by my 7 
own, 'thoſe Pains which, with an unregarding 
Ear, I often had heard others mourn. MX: 
About the middle of the Ball, as I was dancing 
with a young Nobleman, who had done me the 
Honour to take me out, I ſaw, on a ſudden, the 7 
Eyes of the whole Company turn'd towards the 
Door; but, being too buſily engag'd in what 1 
was about, had not Time to conſider what the 
meaning might be, till having ended my Dance, ang 
it being my Turn to take a Partner, a Lady of my 


fine young Lord (I will not call him b 4 
7 * 
(continued my Friend) come from his Travele, ? 
and but this Moment enter'd; it will be an en- = 
c 


8 


72 


was ſpeaking, 1 directed my Eyes where I per- 
cciv'd the look d, and ſaw a Form which ap- 
pear'd more than Man, and nothing inferior o 
thoſe Idea's we conceive of Angelsz his Air! his 
Shape ! his Face! were more than Humane 
Miriads of li hrning Glories darted from his 1 
Eyes as he caſt them round the Room, yet tem- 
per'd with ſuch a ſtreaming Sweetneſs ! ſuch a . 
deſcending Softneſs, as ſeem d to. entreat the Ad- 
miration he commanded / A thouſand Times have 
7 fince to ſpeat what twas I felt at 
this firſt fatal Interview, but Words cou'd never a 


do Juſtice to the Wonders of his Charms, or half i 
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ther Engagements, at leaſt endear d em to my 


ae doming) Heart was chat, chough he 
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ſaid nothing in particular to me at that Time, 
yet I cou'd cafily diſcern he aim'd at pleaſing 
only me. But he behay'd himſelf not in ſo ge- 
neral a Manner the whole Night. A little af- 
ter, eie I was ſeparated a good Diſtance 
from the Perſons I had been with, he came up 


to me, and making a low Bow, Madam (faid 


he) how fortunate am I, who after having been 
in many Courts, where I have ſeen Ladies who 
juſtly may be call'd Beautiful, and ſince my Re- 
turn Home have met with nothing that cou'd 
bring me into good Humour with my Native 
Country, have ow the Bleſſing of beholding a 
Face, which not only ſums up all the different 
Lovelineſſes of other Charmers, but has alſo. an 


immenſely Divine Treaſure of its own /— Otbers 


may move the Heart by flow Degrees, and with 
ſome one Perfection captivate the Senſe, but 'you 
have Graces which ſtrike the very Soul, and at 


firſt Sight ſubdue each Faculty. Bluſh not, fair 


Excellence ! (continued he, finding I was ſi- 
lent, as indeed I had no Power to ſpeak) I tell 
you bur the Senſe of all Mankind—— but what 
Millions of Tongues are full of, and what your 


- happy Glaſs, as often as you look in it, informs 


you. If, my Lord (reply'd I, recollecting my 
ſelf as well as I was able) there were a Poſſibilit 

of being unacquainted with my own Defects, ſo 
good-natur'd a Compliment might give me 
Graces which before I wanted: But as I have 
the Misfortune of knowing my ſelf but too well, 
all the Advantage I can gain by it, is the Ho- 
nour of being in the Company of a Perſon whoſe 
Wit can find ſomething to praiſe in thoſe the 
leaſt Praiſe-wortby. Oh moſt Angelic (reſum'd 
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he, tenderly prefling my unreſiſting Hand) moſt 
adorable of your Sex! rob not the brighteſt 
Temple of the Deity, your divine Self of your 
juſt Due If (but that's impoſſible) you can 
diſtruſt che Force of your too potent Charms, 
the Effects they have on me will quickly tell you 
what they are Cou'd thoſe inſpiring Eyes 
but look into my Soul, they wou'd perceive their 
Power Pardon this Declaration: a vulgar Paſ- 
ſion, and for a vulgar Object, may wait on the 
dull Formalities of Decorum, but what I feel for 
you 'buyſts out and blazes too fierce to be con- 
ceal'd It is not to be expreſs'd— it is not 
to be imagin'd how he look'd while he was 
ſpeaking theſe Words, and much leſs in what 
Manner I behay'd at hearing them: Surprize, 
and Joy, and Hope, and Fear, and Shame, at 
once aſſaulted me, and hurried my wild Spirits 
with ſuch Vehemence, that had I anſwer'd at all, 
it muſt have been ſomething ſtrangely Incohe- 
rent; but, happily for me, Tome Company came 
that Inſtant to the Place where we were ſtanding, 
and deliver'd me from the greateſt Perplexity I 
cou'd be in. 1 did not, however, recover my ſelf 
the whole Time of my being there; yet ſo much 
was I infatuated, ſo loſt to all Thought of Reaſon 
or Diſcretion, that whenever he approach'd me, 
I had net Courage to avoid him, as I might ea- 
ſily have done without being taken Notice of. 
"Tis ſure he took all Opportunities of Entertain- 
ing me in the Manner he had begun, and with- 
bur doubt; as he has ſince own'd to me, he ſaw 
enough in my Eyes to make him know the Plea- 
ſure I took in hearing him ſpeak, far exceeded 


my Confuſion at what he fad. 
2901 c 3 3 | It 
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I was almoſt Morning when the Ball broke 
vp; and there being no Poſſibility of my going 
Home till next Day, I paſt that Time at the La- 
dies Houſe who brought me out: But though 
the Fatigue and Hurry of the Night wou d at 
another Seaſon have made me glad of Reft, I had 

nc enough to keep me waking... _Ly/ander's 
Charms, his Beauty, his Wit, che Declaration 
be had made me, and the Manner in which I 
had receiv'd it, gave me ſufficient Matter of Re- 
flection: I cou'd not think I had liſtned ro any 
Proteſtations of Love, from a Man 1 had never 
ſeen before, without an inexpreſſible Shock to 
my Modeſty; but theſe Conſiderations ſoon gave 
Place to others even more deſtructwe to my 
Peace: Ly/ander was too lovely, and appear'd 
too deſerving, for me to repent, for any lor 
Time, the Complaiſance I had ſhow'd him, _ 
my greateſt Trouble was the Fear that I ſhou'd 

never ſee him more. I refolv'd to ſay nothing 
to my Mother of what had paſs'd; believing, 
with Reaſon enough, that ſhe wou'd not only 
condemn. me for Miſmanagement,. but alſo take 
ſuch Meaſures as ſhou'd for ever deprive me of 
the Sight of him: Love taught me a Cunning 
which before I was a Stranger to z and though 

I burn'd with Deſire to be talking ſomething of 
my ador'd Lyſander, and vent ſome Part of the 
Overflowings of my raviſh'd Soul, yet I fo well 
diflembled, that at my Return Home I never 
mention'd the leaſt Syllable which cou'd give 
Suſpicion z and contented my ſelf, as well as I 
was able, with the Belief that Ly/ander- (who, I 
found by his calling me by my Name, had en- 
quir'd who I 5 wou'd find 5 | * 

„ . 
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ſend to me: Nordid that Hope deceive me. The 
very next Day, happening to be at a Window, I 
5 v'd a Fellow walking backwards and for- 

| wards, before our Houſe zir reſently came into my 
Head, that there was a Probability he might be a 
Meſſenger from £y/ander. 1 obferv'd his Motions 
2 good while, aud finding be ſil} lurk'd about, 

with his Eyes continually fix d on our Door, 


I made a pretence to go down; and ſtanding there 


a little, the Man drew nearer, but with a Cir- 
cumſpection which confirm'd me my Conjectures 
were true: No body being within hearing, 1 
call'd to him, and ask'd him if he wanted any 
thing. Madam (anſwer'd he ſoftly, and pulling 
2 Letter out of his Pocket) by the Deſcription 
which was given me, I believe this is defiga'd 
to you. It is, it is (cry'd I, as ſoon as I ſaw the 
Superſcription) and immediately ran in, too much 
tranſported to ſay any more. I got into an Arbor 
in the Garden, to peruſe the dear Contents, which 
I very well remember, and are too deeply en- 
graven in my Mind, ever to be forgotten. 


Io the Divine CLzomina. 


1 F the moſt adorable Cleomira wanted any Proof 
1 of the Dominion of her Charms, befides the juſt 
Title they have to reign over the Souls of all Man. 
kind, this had tome to convince her of a Truth; which 
Teſterday fhe ſeem'd ſo cruelly to doubt. Bus you are 
roo Divine to be ignorant of your Attributes z and, 
if there is any thing in you, which is not of a Pie 
with Heaven, it is that you are not ſufficiently or 
with Mercy to look favourably on a Man who bas no 
/ other Merit than his Zeal. li is <vith an incon- 
* | C4 cervable 


- epbich. the Force of "the: moſt violent Paſſion that ever 


a 


ceivable- Terror I look” bhact on that Declaration, 


was, oblig d me to make; in ſo unpolite and unprepar d 
a Manner; and tremble \when' I conſider how much 
Reaſon you have to i condemn the Preſumption of this. 
But, if as many leats of humble: faithful Services as 
Fate has allotted for my Life, may purchaſe a Par- 
don for the Sin of my Temerity, I devote tbem in- 


tirely to jou. — Hence forward rule my every Mord and 


Action I bad almoſt ſaid my every Wiſh, but Ob ! 


that is not in jour Potwer,' vaſt: as it is! for ſbou'd 
Jon command me ld ceaſe burning with impatient De. 
fires to obtain the Bleſſing of pleaſing yu, I freely 


own, I cou'd not —nay, I won d nu, in that, obey 
you—in ſpite, even of your ſelf I niuft for ever Love 
for ever Worthip you!/-— Permit me then to oe to 
your Bounty, hat el/e my own: Obſtinacy will 
give we, the Tue fd o i 
e | os 330 


. excellent CRomiras 17 5 


ttrueſt, and everlaſting Votary, 

155 TTT VAT RITES CER 

5 | LY$SANDER. 

— %% oath ady rt. | 

There was a Poſtſcript (continu'd the Rx- 

CLUSE) in which he preſs'd very ſtrenuouſly 

for an Anſwer, the Words of which I do not 

very well remember; and indeed 'twas needleſs 

to have troubled you with this, or many others 

of the like Nature; but as there are ſome of his 
Letters, which in the Courſe of my Story I ſhall 

be oblig'd to repeat, I thought it proper to let 

you ſee the mighty Difference twixt Hopeing and 
£ofſeſſing z to what an elevated Height the Wings 
of Fancy ſoar, while in Purſuit; and how 2 
W 9 | | 10 W 
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how faint, and drooping is their Flight, when 
there is nothing farther to be obtain d. I Will 
not. pretend to tell you what my Tranſports 
were while I was reading; if, as you confeſs, you 
really know the Power of Love, your own Heart 
wilt make you comprehend what t was mine felt, 
much more than any Words cou'd do. I was almoſt 
diſtracted for fear the Meſſenger thou'd be gone, 
and I have no Opportunity to ſend an Anſwer; 
but he was better inſtructed by his Maſler; and 
when I open'd the Door, he preſently ſtarred 
out from behind a great Tree that grew before 

the Houſe. I made a Sign to him that he fhou'd _ 
ſtay, and went to my Chamber to write: I durſt 
not allow time for Thought, leſt any Interrup- 
tion ſhou'd happen, and only following the 
Dictates of my inconſiderate, and tranſported 
Paſſion, return'd an Anſwer in theſe Words. 


J. Cleomira were half /o worthy Adoration as Lys 
1 ſander truly is, ſhe might, without any Di. 
culty, be brought to believe all you ſay to her : but, as 
J am ſenbfile I have no other Graces than thoſe your 
Fancy is pleas'd to beſtow on me, you cannot blame 


me, if I am a little Diſſident of the Continuante 


of a Paſſion ſo weakly grounded ſhall not, home ver, 
deſire you to deſiſt giving me any father Teſtimonies 
fit; becauſe, as you ſay, while you are poſſeſs d of it, 
Entreaties of that kind weu'd be altogether unauail- 
ing. I think my ſelf extremely oblig'd ts you. for the 
Caution with which your Letter was deliver d, and 
if you favour me with any more, hope you will make 


4 * 
1 
„ 4 wi * Uſe 
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Uſe of the ſame, which will be of the greateſt Confe« 
9 | | CLEOMIRA.' | 


Notwithſtanding the Violence of my Paſſion, 
there were ſome Intervals in which I endur'd 
ſevere Upbraidings from my Modeſty, for engag- 
ing rchus precipitately in a Love- Affair; but they 
Kited not long, and at every Return grew wea⸗ 
ker chan before: Lyſander's Idea wou'd ſuffer no- 
thing but it ſelf to have. any Prevalence in my 
7 Soutz and the Glory, methought, of appearing 
Fly amiable in his Eyes, was more Happineſs than 

18 all the World beſides cou'd give. x} 
The next Morning, almoſt the firſt Perſon I 
faw, was the Meſſenger again, walking as he had 
done the Day before; I made no doubt but he 
had another Billet for me, and the firſt Moment 


1 I had an Opportunity, went down to receive it: 
14 : J was not deceiv'd: for as ſoon as I had open'd 
10 the Door, he ſlipt a Paper into my Hand, and 
Hl retir'd to his Covert quick as Lightning. The 
| Words of this were; | 


1 To my Ador'd CLEOMIRA. 


TIOHY much was I mifiaken while 1 believ'd it 
II impoſſible there was a Charm more touching 
than your Wit and Beauty; your Goodneſs raviſhes 
beyond both /—the Brightne/s of your Eyes inflame the 
Hleart—the Harmony of your Voice enchants the Ear 
but this divine Sweetneſs of your Nature diffuſes 
Heaven, and gives Raptures which Angels only, and 
ihe bappier Man whom Cleomira favours, can be 
Mid with !—Say, with what Words, thou wondrous 

y Abſira# 


: = . 


P 1 
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Abſtraũt of Perfetion ! Thou lovelieſt.uiſe 
Beſt of all created -Beings , ſhall 1 repay 1 Gonde+ 
ſeention ſo unhop't-——unmerited ? To be permitted 10 
adore you, is Eeftaſy too great to bear in Silence {=== 
Ob give my impetuous Tranſports leave ts went them- 
Jet me beneath your Feet declare: the mighty 
Senſe I have of ſo unvalued an Obligation-—let, an 
that happy Earth you tread on, my humble Body a+ 
vow the lower Proftration. of my devoted Soul, and 
never riſe till by ſume Arguments forcible as my P 
fron, 1 have convinc d you with how much Truthz 
Purity, and everlaſting. Zeal, J am your Slave. I 
have not been ſo ſparing of my Enquiries, as not to 
know it will be almoſt ape fe to obtain the Bleſſing 
'  entreat at your Houſe; but if you can think of any 
other where with Convenience I map be favour'd, 
let the ſame unequal'd Excellence of Di Poſition, which 
has already done ſuch Miracles for me, incline you'ro 
let me know it by the: Bearer : Ms alſo if you will 
feaſt my longing Eyes with a tranſient Fiew from 
Jour Window, as I paſs by to-morrow Morning on 
Horſeback. Tho' gour Idea has never been abſent 
from my Soul, 5 — the firſt Moment I beheld gon, 
yet my impatient Senſe reproaches me that. I have 
liv'd tbeſe two long Days, without endeavouring u 
leaſt. a greater Proportion of Felicity, and teftifying by 
all the ways I am able, how mu ch 2 * n 100: 
my 4 RE MON 45 5 HY 


kana Fey 10 * 
Ge Livsan DER: | 


ns body bur wou'd dave ben 
darm d at the -theſe Lines, to have re- 


oma any Anſwer, unleſs it were ſuch a one ay 
| 2 
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4 - ſhould have entirely taken away thoſe Hopes my 
* former Complaiſance had inſpir d. The Bold- 
{4 neſs of deſiring me to appoint a Meeting was ſo 
1 great, as all the fine things he ſaid to me cou'd 
4 not attone for; and was ſufficient to have taught 
Wy: me, how dangerous it was to make any Conde-. 
1 ſcentions of this kind to a Man I had ſo little 
— 1 Knowledge of. To another, I ſay, this might 
We | have been a timely Warning; bur alas! J was ſo 
= blinded with my Paſſion, chat I cou'd think of 
= nothing but which way I ſhould gratify ir, and. 
6 without any Struggles from that Baſhfulneſs 
4 which till now had never forſook _ writ him 
#14. 2 Reply i in pg Manner. 58 7 Wn En wm 
{8 T "Wh Kar nde 1 SARS XL 
if -To che Worthy Lysanoen. 
|." >. TIT, N 1 aur aa a 
5 E E Gramude you expreſs for ole \gerbopr, 
Wa 1 +200 great Compliance you have found in me, is 
1 infinitely obliging: for I wou d much tatber you'ſho 4 
ll | impute ir #0 any thing, than to ibar Vanity, which 
10 200 often influences a Woman of my Age, to encourage 
[i Addreſſes" ber Heart ig no way affected with; and, 
[A bo it may appear too free a' Declaration, I am ſo 
(HAY latle" acquainted with" diſguiſing the" Truth," but I 
1 cannot forbear telling you, 5 is is ydur Merits: alone you 
"i am indobted for the Liberty of a" Correſpondente, 
| which you are pleas d to think agrecable. Your In- 


| formation, that it is impoſſib ole. for me t0 receive the 
WEAR Honour you w do me at our Houſe, has not de- 
WE cerv'd: you, und maſt: al/o let you know I am too 
WE. | | feriftly confin'd to promiſe it at any other. I muſt 
il þ 0g ary it emirelyizovFortane," 10 procure” me 
| any farther Pleaſure in your Couverſation than what 
your. Lettefs _— but in ube mean time ſhall: not 
[070412 7 4¹¹ 
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fail being at the; Window that overlooks the Road, 
in the Hope of ſeeing. a Per ſon, whoſe" Regard ſhall 
always be moſt-valuable to 
Db mot Dis A off r CLEOMIRA: 


#: t 


Mhen I had ſent this away, 1 — * my ſelf 
a little indiſpos'd, to avoid the neceſſity of Talk- 
ing; for Speech was now become a Pain, ſince I 
durſt not employ it in the Praiſe of my ador'd 
Lyſander. I paſs'd the whole Day, and good 
part of the Night, in contemplating the Happi- 
neſs I ſhou'd enjoy next Morning: and it cou'd 
be call'd ſcarce Dawn when I got up, and took 
my Poſt at the appointed Window, whence I 
believe it wou'd have been impoſſible for any 
thing to have remov'd me. My Mother was 
no ſooner out of Bed than ſhe enquir'd after my 
Health; her Tenderneſs making her doubt the 
Diſorder I complain'd of was enereasd, becauſe 
I had. not been in her Chamber, as it was my 
Cuſtom every Morning, to entreat her Bleſſing: 
and being told where I was, came in to me, nor 
a little ſurpris'd: to find me in a Room, which, 
by reaſon of the great Duſt of the Highway, was 
very ſeldom made uſe of, and the leaſt Pleaſant 
of any in the Houſe. She did not fail to ask the 
Cauſe of my being there; and I told her, that 
not being very well, I hop'd ſome Benefit from 
the Air, which I thought blew freſher on that 
ſide of the Houſe, than on the other. She coud 
have no Suſpicion of the Truth, and this Excuſe 
pals'd well enough. Breakfaſt being ready, ſhe 
ſent a Servant to call me, but I not being pre- 
vail'd on to come, ſhe order'd it ſhou'd be 
brought where I was. This vex'd me to the 
5 9 | Heart, 
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Heart, for I was not willing that any body, 
much leſs that the ſhou'd bes Witneſs of this 
Interview, tho” at ſuch a Diftance, wirh Lyſan- 
der. I knew ſhe had diſcerning Eyes, and fear'd 
ſhe might diſcover more than I wiſh'd ſhe ſhou'd, 
in one; or both of our Faces. I refus'd to drink 
Tea, {carce ſpoke, or if I did, it was ſo peeviſh- 
ly" and unmannerly, that 1 am amaz'd the did 
not leave me in a Rage to indulge my ill Hu- 
mour; but ſhe taking my Behaviour for the Ef. 
fect of Vapours, continued to ſooth me by a thou- 
fand endearing Expreſſions, which were wholly 
loſt upon me: T had no Eyes, no Ears, no Heart 
open for any thing but Ly/anger. At length he came, 
and with a Mein, and Air, ſo ſoft, ſo ſweet, ſo 
graccful, that Painters might have copy'd an 
£donis from him, fit indeed to charm the Queen 
of Beauty. He was drefs'd in a ſtrait Jocky- 
Coat of green Velvet, richly embroider'd at ch. 
Scams with Silver, the Buttons were Brillians, 
neatly ſer in the Faſhion of Roſes; his Hair, 
which is black as Jet, was ty'd with a green Ri- 
bond, but not ſo ſtraitly, but that a thouſand 
lietle Ringlets ſtray d o'er his lovely Checks, and 
wanton'd in the Air; a crimſon Feather in his 
Hat fer off, to vaſt Advantage, the dazling White- 
neſs:of his Skin! In fine, he was all over Charms 
-—all over glorious, and I believe it impoſſible 
for the moft Inſenſible ro have beheld him with- 
out adoring him—what then became of me 
Oh God! how fruitleſs wou'd any Endeavours 
be to repreſent what twas I felt. Tranf- 
ed Raviſh'd—— 1 wonder the violent 
otions of my Sou did not bear my Body our 
ofthe Window.——O wou'd it had been fo, that 


Love 
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Love and Life might then have had an End; and 
'ſcap'd the Woes which both have ſince endur'd. 
The great Trampling which rhe Horſes made 
(for he had four Servants in rich Liveries and 
gallantly mounted attending him) oblig'd my 
Mother to riſe from her Chair, to ſee what it 
was that occaſiond it. She came to the Wins 
dow the Moment that Ly/ander was making me 
a profound Reverence: I know not how I re» 
turn'd it, but deubtleſs with a Confuſion ſuitable 
to what I felt within, and which was but cos 
viſible to my Mother's Obſervation; for after he 


bo 
* 


* 
3 
2 
N 

* 7 * e 
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— | 


was paſs'd by, and my Eyes were purſuing him 


as far as I was able, ſhe rous'd me from the en- 
chanting Dream I had been in, by 2 me by 
the Sleeve from the Window, a a 

neſtly in my Face, as tho' the wou'd penetrate 
into my Soul, bad me tell her who that Gentle 
man was. I know not, Madam! (anſwer'd I, 


with a Voice which ſufficiently diſcover'd the 


Infincerity of my Words.) I am afraid, (faid ſhe, 
NN her Countenance to more Severity than 
ever 1 had ſeen her wear) you know him bur 
too well: acquaint me therefore: this Moment 
with the Truth, where, when, and how oſten 
you have ſeen him. I cow'd not immediately 
gather Courage to make any Reply to this Com» 
mand; and, when I aſſur d her, as I truly 
that I had never ſeen him, but at the Ball; the 
was ſo far from giving Credit to what I ſaidd, 


looking ear= * 


might, 5 


that ſhe flew imo the greateſt Paſſion I had ever 


ſden her in; and after ſhe had a little vented t 
in ſome Exclamations on the Follies of Love, 
and Diſobedience to Parents, left me alone to 
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This was a dreadful Alloy to the Pleaſure I 


had lately enjoy'd: I perceiv'd the Secret I had 


taken ſo much Pains, and fancy'd my ſelf fo art- 
ful in concealing, was by my own Inadvertency 
diſcover'd. I cou'd not reflect on the Indig- 
nation of a Mother, who, bating the Reſtraint 
ſhe laid me under, I had reaſon to think a moſt 
Affectionate one, without a Concern very near 
Remor/e, for doing any thing to occaſion it; but 
when I reflected on the Injuſtice ſhe did me (for 
ſo my Love taught me to conſider it) in con- 
demning my Admiration of a Perſon ſo every way 
deſerving as Ly/ander appear d to be; I regretted 
nothing but the Power ſhe. had over me, leſt ſhe 


ſhould exert it yet more, and deprive me of any 


future means of ſeeing him. I had been happy 


never to have been more deceiv'd than I was in 
my Conjecture, that ſhe wou'd take all poſſible 


Precaution to prevent my having any Converſa- 


tion with a Perſon, whom ſne ſo juſtly beliey'd 


dangerous. x * | erty: an 
I had not paſt many Hours in contemplating 
the Misfortunes I fancy'd my ſelf in, before an 
old Woman (formerly my Governeſs) and now a 
ſort of Overſeer in the Family, came into the 
Room, and took upon ber to reprove me, in 
Terms I cou'd not well ſupport; on my giving 
her ſome tart Replies, ſhe told me, that ſhe had 
Orders from my Mother to confine me to my 


, 


Chamber, till L had learn'd the Leſſon of Humi- 


liation. I was forc'd to obey, and indeed was 
well enough contented to be any where, to avoid 
the hearing of ſuch Sermons. All that I thought 
an Affliction was, that *twou'd be impoſſible for 
me to receive or anſwer any Letters from Ly/an- 
> 2% | der ; | 
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der; and it was only on this Account that 1 
paſs'd three Days of my Confinement in mortal 
Inquierudes :- On the fourth, I faw the Mercury 
to my Jove, mounted on a little Heap of Rub- 
biſh. that the Gardener had thrown out, and 
peeping over the Wall: The poor Fellow, as I 
ſince underſtood, had been every one of thoſe; 
Days watching about the Houſe, but not be- 
ing able to get a Sight of me, either at the 
Door, or Windows, he at laſt came round that 
way. The Appearance of this Man made me al- 
moſt mad, till caſting in my Mind, if there were 
not a Poſſibility of giving him Notice 2 
Condition, Invention furniſh'd me with this. 
open'd the Window, and thruſting my ſelf out 
as far I cou'd, made a Sign to him that he ſhou'd. 
tarry a little where he was; then — a Piece 
of Paper, writ in it thele Words: t Forth kk! 


1 Know. who you come. has: and Fay cheſt 
your Buſineſs. Let your Lord know Jam 
in the ſtricteſt C onfinement imaginable on his Ac- 
colnt—— [ ! it will 2 impoſſible for me to con- 
tinue the Happineſs of a Correſpondence with bim 
It will be to no Purpoſe for you to ſtay, or return aux 
more on the Deſign you are ſent on; but if jon are 
taken Notice of, may occaſion Wire: U ſages 5 paſſe 
bes r owt 1 now Fen: 156 


| Cronin Ai 
1 pull'd a Loo out . che Sleowp of my Gown, 
and wrapping it up in this Paper, co give 
Weight, made a ſhift to hurl it to the Place 
wyhere he cou'd reach it. He took a Letter our 
of his Pocket, and held up to ſhew me, making 
5 D ſeveral 
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rage enough to ſpeak, I endeavour'd to aſſure 


all thoſe Diverſions 1 had ever been aecuſtom'd 
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ſeveral" Motions, by which I underſtood he was 


_  charg'd to give it me; but by ſhaking my Head, 


and putting my Handkerchief ro my Eyes, I te- 
ſtify'd the Impoſſibility of his Attempt, and Part 
of dhe Concern I was in: I fay but Part; for af- 
ter he was gone, and I began ro reflect that, in- 
deed, I never ſhou'd be able to ſee Lyſandor more, 


no Tongue can expreſs the Emotions of my Soul: 
For many Days I did nothing but weep, and that 


in fo violent a manner, that the Servants whom 


my Mother ſent in to wait on me, apprehended 


I ſhou'd fall into Firs. This, when it was told 
her, gave ſo conſiderable an Alarm to her Ten- 
derneſs, that it half diſſipated her Anger; and, 
when I leaſt expected it, ſhe order d I ſhould come 
down into the Parlour, and receiving me with 
her uſual Affability, Vou have ſuffer'd enough 
(ſaid ſhe) for the Imprudence of contracting an 
Acquaintance without my Approbation; but as 


1 hall forget it, at leaſt ſo far as never to re- 


proach you with it, ſo I wou'd have you re- 
member it enough to make you avoid, for the 


future, any Faults of the like Nature. And, to 
corvince me that there is nothing further be- 


tween you and this Gentleman than what you 
wou'd have me believe, you muſt reſume thut 


Chearfulneſs which is becoming your Youth, 


and the little Cauſe you yet have met with to be 
otherwiſe. My Heart was too full to ſuffer me 
to make any other Reply to theſe Words than a 
low Curtſy ; but when I had pather'd Cou- 


her, that my Melancholy proceeded from no o- 
ther Cauſe, than being on a ſudden depriv'd of 


to: 


- 
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to: But that, ſince it was her Pleaſure, I wou'd 
uſe my urmoſt Efforts. to make it eaſy to me. 
She ſeem'd fatisfy'd with what I ſaid ; and, per- 
haps, believing ſhe had been a little roo ſevere, 
from that Time took me abroad with her where- 
ever ſhe went; the carry'd me to vifir ſeveral 
Relations, and a great many Acquaintance whoſe 
Society 1 formerly took Delight in: But, alas! 
this now cou'd afford no Comfort to my bleed- 
ing Heart; it rather encreas:4 than diminiſh'd the 
Anguiſh of my ſecret Diſcontent; and ſince I 
cou'd not ſee Ly/ander, I cou'd have been better 
pleas'd to have ſeen no body. There was no 
Poſſibility of conveying a Letter to him, T'knew 
not where to direct, or if I had, notwithſtan- 
ding the Privileges my Mother now allow'd me, 
ſhe ſcarce ever truſted me out of her Sight. 
Thus for two Months did I languiſh out my 
Nights in fruitleſs Wiſhes, and my Days in the 
molt tormenting (of all) Employments, that of 
being oblig'd to wear a ſeeming Gaiety, when 
all my Soul was full of Horror and Diſtraction. 
In this Time a new Family came into the Neigh- 
bourhood, they ſoon made an Acquaintance with 
ours, and my Mother was ſo well pleas'd with 
the good Breeding and Gravity of the Maſter 
and Miſtreſs of it, that ſhe. enter'd into an Inti- 
macy with them much ſoaner than was her Cu- 
ſtom to do with any body. They viſited fre- 
quently, at our Houſe, and my Mother always 
made me accompany her to return them, though 
much againſt my Inclination ; for, as I have 
already told you, my own Thoughts, unquier 
as they were, gave me more Satisfaction than 
any, Company's but Ly/ander cou'd , beſtow. 
| | SY Both 
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Both the Man and the Woman ſeem' d wonder- 
fully charm'd with me, took all Occaſions of. 
complimenting me, and Mrs. Marvir (for that 
was the Name they were call'd by.) wou'd: often 
endeavour to engage me in particular Converſa- 
tions, which I, as carefully as I cou'd without be- 
ing rude, avoided: Till one Day, ſhe began a 
little kind of Raillery on my affecting a Demure- 
neſs in my Behaviour, which, ſhe ſaid, ſhe was 
ſure was not in my Nature: My Mother, who 
was willing to take all Opportunities of perſwa- 
ding me to Chearfulneſs, join'd with her in this 
Aſſertion, and between em both I was pretty, 


| "ui much put to it (ſo inwardly perplex'd as I was) 
.. 89 to make any Defence, which, by the Aukward- 
| | neſs of it, wou'd not diſcover that I had, indeed, 
(1,8 ſomething at my Heart which clouded the Gaie- 
18 ty of my Looks. I am afraid (ſaid Mrs. Marvir 
RR to my Mother) that your Daughter is in Love : 
(1700 I warrant if we ſhou'd ſearch her Chamber, we 
BW | ſhou'd find a Number of amorous Books, and E- 
„ piſtles of the ſame Nature. I never had that 
„ Curioſity (reply'd my Mother) but I hope ſhe 
1 wou'd receive none of the latter without my 


Knowledge, and I have taken Care to inſtill ſuch, 
Principles in her Mind as will not let her be o- 
ver fond of the other. Will you give me leave 
to hunt? (reſum'd ſhe laughing.) Yes, with all my 


"= Heart (anſwer'd I, glad to put an End to this 
[0 | Diſcourſe.) I waited on her up Stairs, where 
1 after ſhe had a little look'd about her, and prais'd 

ms the Pleaſantneſs of the Chamber, having a full 


Proſpect of the Garden, I told you (faid ſhe) 
that I ſhou'd find ſomething here more tender 
than you wou'd have the World be ſenſible 32 
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I dare ſwear” (continued ſhe, taking a Letter 
from my Toilet, and giving it to me) the Con- 
tents of this may juſtly be call'd Amorous. 1 
had no ſooner caſt my Eyes on the Direct o, 
than I knew the Hand to be Lyſanders: The. 

Conſternation I was in may be more eaſily ima» 
gin'd than expreſs'd: I had not Power to break 
the Seal, but continued looking ſometimes on 
her, ſometimes on the Table, and ſometimes on 
the Letter, as wondring by what means it had 
been convey'd there. Ceaſe your Surprize (re- 
- ſum'd ſhe) it was no other who laid the Letrer 
on your Toilet than ſhe who took it off, and 
deliver'd it to your Hand; and the who you need 
make no Scruple ro confide in, fince your Han- 
der, your adoring, dying Jyſander, has thought 
me worthy of the Truſt of bearing you his Soul, 
his. Vows, and everlaſting Faith. I will make 
ſome Excuſe (continued ſhe) for leaving you a- 
bove, that you may have Time both to read this 


and return ar: Anſwer, which I have engag'd to 


bring him. I cou'd not get leave from my Aſlo- 
niſhment to make any Reply to what ſhe ſaid, 
but when ſhe was gone had my Senſes enough 
about me to lock the Door, and then fed my 
8 and tranſported Wiſhes with theſe 

r by BN. Ry 


To my Soul's only Treaſure, the adorable 
en een 5 
H O I eaſily might be ſpar d the Stings— the 

Scorpions— the never-dying Fires, and all the 
fancy'd Tortures which Prieſts invent to ride the ” 
 frighted World, if any of thoſe Soul-enſlavers knew 
1 " "WY * what 
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 aubat it was 10 love like me] Abſence. from Cleo- 


mira is 4 Hell which all their labour'd Policy wants 
Skill to paint. Mithin my burning Breaſt ten thouſand 
real Furies rage, and tear me with. Variety of An- 
guiſhe—— Mad with Defire, and wing d with daring 
Wl Hopes, /[ometimes I cou'd tear down the envious 
: | =" Walls, and baffle all Impediments which hold you 


Jelt——— This Age of Abſence bas been ſpent in 

mtbing but Contriuances to ſhorten it, till theſe good 

Wl People, whoſe Fidelity you may rely on, were ſo for- 

| | Funate to get into your Arquaintance --———- O then, 
thou deareſt ! brighteſt “ lovelieft of thy Sex ! indulge” 
the fond Deſign, and let them not be leſs regarded 
by you, now you know they are the ee by 
which you muſt receive the Teſtimonies of a Paſſion 
#00 ſublime to be inſpir'd by any but your divine Self, 

1 _ which can be felt, in ſo high a Degree, by none 


11 from me-— Sometimes, deſpairing, chill'd with deadly 
$9.48 Horror, 1 fancy you regardleſs of my Moe, and eaſy 

— || ander this Reſtraint — One Moment imagine J ſee 
1 a fauaur d Rival bask in your Smiles! gaze on your 
Wh Eyes in happy tranquil Tranſport ! and kiſs that 
N Hand, which but to touch I wou'd forego my Life— 
1 The next, diſtracted, think I bebold you dragg d by A 
„ cruel Mother to ſome. doteſted Choice your Soul ab- 
„ hors; then ſoften into mere than Female Tenderneſs, 
|; Wit and weep for you and for my ſelf.—— Oh Cleomi.. 

| Fi ra] All the Names of Miſery | of Moe] of An- 
1 guiſb inſupportable, are poor to what, indeed, my *« 
hit Soul endures for ou My Paſſion, and my Pains, =." 
{ if are, like your Charms, unutterable ! and only can be *©: 
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4 Your eternally devoted 
| LysanNDER. 


I need 
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I need not tell you the Raptures of my over- 
joy'd Soul at reading this Letter; my Anſwer te 

will ſufficiently inform you, that I had no 
Conſideration but of the Eeſtaſy it produc d. 


To the moſt excellent Lvsanper. 


VO paint the Woes of Love in ſo extravagant 
1 4 Manner, that one bad need be more than un- 
 dinarily ſenfible of that Paſſton, to be able to give 
any Credit to a Deſcription ſo far beyond what is 
commonly conceiv'd of it. I am afraid Lyſander is 
#00 well acquainted with his Perfeftions not to know 
the Effects they muſt produce, and but feigns to feel 
what be alone is capable of inſpiring : Were Þ really 
poſſeſt of as many Charms as your all-powerful Hit 
wou d dreſs me up in, you have a thouſand Opportu- 
nities of diverting your Thoughts ; Buſineſ— Va- 
riety of Objefis———and gay Converſation, make your 
Haurs ſlide away in vaſtly different Entertainments — 
while I, of much the ſofter Sex," and conſequently 
ſuſceptible of à deeper Impreſſion, have nothing to dv 
but to indulge a Paſſton, which in the beginning ſeems 
deleflable——— The Dawn, indeed, promiſes ten'thou- 
ſand future oy. what the Meridian will be, 
is wwholly in your Faith aud Honour to be proud. 
But, I have ſo implicite a Dependance on both, that 
ill make. uo Scruple to confeſs the Tranſport of 
hearing from you again, is more than Recompence for 
all thoſe Inquietudes you have ſo perfetly repreſented 
in yours, and which I hope will be no more the Por- 


Your CLEOMIRA. 


'D 4 When 
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When 1 had finiſh'd this I went down to the 
Company, and ſoon found an Opportunity, un- 
perceiv'd, to flip it into Mrs. Marvir's Hand. 
r 2 Day paſs'd after this without my recei- 
ving a Letter, either through hers or her Hus- 
band's means. I will not trouble you with the 
Repetition of them, being of no great Conſe- 
quence ro my Story, and wou'd draw it into a 
Length too tedious for your Patience: By thoſe 
you have heard, you may gueſs the Purport of 
the reſt; ſo ſhall only tell you, that every one of 
his grew more preſſing for an Engagement of 
my Affection, and mine ſtill more complying. 

I paſs'd my Lime contentedly enough, though not 
ſio happily as I wiſh'd. The continual Aſſurances 
he gave me of his Paſſion, and the Hopes that 
through theſe Peoples means I ſhou'd ſoon enjoy 
the Bleſſing of his Preſence, were Cordials ſuffi- 
cient to keep a Love leſs ardent than mine alive. 
And, indeed, I had no great Exerciſe for my 
Patience: Ly/ander was too eager, and his Agents 
too induſtrious, to permit me to grow cool in my 
Deſires, or imagine him to be ſo 
One Evening, my Mother and I, being invi- 
ted to ſup at Marvir's Houſe, while he engag'd 
her in a ſerious. Diſcourſe, his Wife took me in- 
to the Garden: The Tranſports of my beating 
Heart inform'd me to what End I was brought 
there, before ſhe: had Time to tell me that Ly- 
ſander waited my Approach in the Arbor. But, 
when I came near enough to ſee him, no Confu- 


1 ſion ſure was ever equal to mine! The Re- 
"FF flection that this was but the third Time I had 
yy _ ſeen him— but the ſecond in which I had an Op- 
1 =: portunity to ſpeak to him the Condeſcentions of 


"OMe 
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my Letters and that which I now gave of 
meeting him, came all at once into my Head, 
and I was ready to fink with Shame. Butneves — 
did any Votary approach the Image of the Saint 
he worſhipp'd with more Humility and aweful 
Reverence than Zy/ander me] He fell at my 
Feet, embrac'd my Knees,, and kiſs'd my 
Hands with ſuch. a tender Tranſport——— ſuch 
an enchanting Mixture of Delight and Fear, as 
one wou'd think no falſe Love cou'd feign, and 
was impoſſible to behold unmov'd: My Spirits 
were in too violent an Agitation to ſuffer me to 
raiſe. him from the Poſture he was in, till gain- 
ing Confidence to do it himſelf, and interpreting 
my Diſorders in his Favour, he took me in his 
Arms, all bluſhing— trembling, and incapable 
of Defence, and laying his Head upon my pan- 
ting Boſom, ſeem'd to breath out all his Soul in 
fervent Tenderneſs. He held me thus ſome Mo- 
ments before I knew what I was doing; and 
when, at laſt, I ſtruggled to get free, it was ſo 
faintly, that he might eaſily perceive the Liber- 
ties he had taken were not unpardonable: Ilook'd 
for Mrs. Marvir, deſigning to upbraid her for 
the Boldneſs her Gueſt had been guilty of; but 
ſhe was gone, and the Reproaches I made him 
were ſuch as did not diſcourage him from-a Re- 
petition of his Crime. In ſhort, all the Time 
of our being together (which I believe was a- 
bove an Hour) was paſt in nothing but offending 
and forgiving: I found by my felt that Love is 
a Paſſion that diſdains Reſtraint, and thought it 
unjuſt to be angry at almoſt any thing the Force 
of it might Influence him to commit. To go 
about to tell you what he ſaid — in what Man- 
. ner 
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ner he look d and with what Graces every 


thing he did, and ſpoke were accompanyed, 
would be to wrong him; for no Words, no 
Accents, no Motions but his ewn, can give you 
any juſt Idea of his Perfections— Never was 
any fo form'd to Charm, and to Berray——never 
was ſuch foul Deceit, 42) gn © and Villany 
couch'd in ſuch ſeeming Sweetneſs, Softneſs, an 
Sincerity. — Heaven! with what a counter- 
feired Vehemence has he exclaim'd againſt the 
Inconſtancy of his Sex With what an ap- 
pearance of Sanctity and Truth, has he invok'd 
the Saints and Angels to be a Witneſs of his 
Vows ! when, laviſh of them, he has a thouſand 
'——-thouſand times protefted, that Cleomira 
Thou'd ever be more dear to him than Life! Oh 
record 'em, all ye bleſſed Spirits! and in the laſt 
great Day, when I alone can hope for Juſtice, 
bring em in dreadful Teſtimony againſt him, 
and force his black, his leprous Soul. ro own 
Conviction ! OO TOO Es eee. 
Here the Remembrances of ſome Paſſages 
made this unhappy Lady wholly unable to pro- 
ſecute her Diſcourſe; and all that Belinda cou'd 
fay to mitigate the Rage of 'Temper the was 
Tais'd to, prov'd of no Effect, till a Shower of 
new returning Tears in part allay'd the Tempeſt: 
When ſhe was a little come to her ſelf, After 
this (reſum'd ſhe) J had many Opportunities, by 
Mrs. Marvir's Contrivance, of indulging my fon 
Wiſhes in Ly/ander's Preſence: and ſo zealous 
-was he in making me believe the Paſſion he pre- 


_ tended was fincere, that in thoſe Days, When 


there was no other way to ſee me, he wou'd 
come difguis'd, and walk before rhe Houſe till 


— 
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I had taken Notice of him; then by ſome Mo- 
tion diſcover Who he was, and tell me by bis 
Eyes, a thouſand tender Things, nor ſtir from | 
the Place till by my withdrawing my ſelf he 
knew it was improper he ſhou'd ſtay ary oy ns 

J cannot but ſay, fierce as my Paſſion was before, 
this uncommon Aſſiduity of his made a vaſt Ad- 
dition to it, and I thought it the greateſt Hard- 
ſhip in the World, that I cou'd not have the Free- 
dom of converſing with him, without all this 
Difficulty on both ſides. Mrs. Marvir, who kept 
continual Watch over my Humour, took this 
Advantage of my Diſcontent, and whenever we 
were alone endeavour'd to _— it; She was 

always repreſenting the Injuſtice my Mother 
did me, in debarring me from all thoſe Liber- 
ties young Ladies in this Kingdom are permit- 
ted to enjoy; and made uſe of all her Cunning 


to convince me, that thoſe Reſtrictions were 


laid upon me, only to wean me by degre 
from the Pleaſures of the World; that I might 
be the more willing to accept of a Husband, 
who, the told me, my Mother had provided for 
me. By what I can gueſs from her Diſcourſe 
(ſaid the) you are to be married to a Country 
Gentleman, and that in ſo ſhorr time as will a- 
maze you. She ſpoke this in ſuch a Manner, as 
2 me no Suſpicion of the Truth; and recok 
ecting how much my Mother had labour'd to 
perſuade me into a good Opinion of a. Country 
Life, was aſſur'd in my Mind that ſhe had really 
ſome body in View, to whom ſhe defign'd to 
facrifice me: and *ris impoflible to repreſent the 
Perplexity this Belief involv'd me in. If any ſuch 
thing happen, Madam (ſaid I) how ſhou'd I avoid 1 


FE 
1 
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I know not (anſwer'd this wicked Woman, 
having brought me to the Point ſhe aim'd at) un- 
leſs by chuſing a Guardian, you entirely diveſt 
your Mother of the Power of diſpoling of you. 
She ſaid no more at this time, becauſe my Mo- 
her happen'd:to come into the Room; but when- 
ever they had an Opportunity, it was with ſuch 
like Speeches both ſhe and her Husband enter- 
tain'd me; till at laft, the Fears of what they 
| WS had infus'd into my Imagination-—the Hopes of 
11-0 FR enjoying my belov'd Liberty, and my infinitely 
M more belov'd Ly/ander's Company uncontroll'd, 
; made me reſolve to do as they advis'd. I cou'd 
IS think of no Perſon ſo proper for me to make 
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hs | Choice of for a Guardian as Marvir himſelf. It 
} 1 was not very difficult to perſuade him to it, (it 
„ being the only thing he wanted) tho' at firſt he 
. ſeem'd averſe. Every thing being concluded 
(WEIL on, one Morning, before my Mother was out of 
1 Bed, I left her Houſe, and went to Marvir's, 
1 whence immediately I took Coach with him for 
0 London; and by electing him according to Law, 
| 8 put it out of her Power to oblige me to return. 
. _ Her Behaviour, on the firſt Knowledge of what 
1 F had done, was all Diſtraction; ſhe fell into Fits, 


rav d, came to Marvir's Houſe, and without any 
Regard to that Decorum ſhe was us'd fo ſtrictly 
to obſerve, loudly exclaim'd againſt their Trea- 
chery, and my Ingratitude and Diſobedience : I 
had not Aſſurance to appear before her, and they 
(having gain'd their End) cou'd endure the 
Brunt of her Upbraidings: In a few Days we re- 
mov'*d to London, and Iwas out of the Fear of meet- 
ing her: But her Tenderneſs ſoon getting the 
better, of her Indignation, ſhe ſent a Letter to 
[ | me, 
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me; full of Perſuaſions in the moſt endearing 
Terms to return to her again. I had the Courage 
to write to her, tho' I had not to ſee her, and 
return'd an Anſwer of Excuſes for the Meaſures 
I had taken; but told her it was wholly owing 
to that unreaſonable Reſtraint ſne had laid me 
under that I abandon'd her, only in Purſuit 
of that innocent Liberty, which all Perſons of 
my Age were deſirous of enjoying; and that I 
never wou' d make Uſe of it to the Diſadvantage of 
my Reputation, or the Diſhonour of my Family: 
And that in all material Affairs of Life, tho I 
had choſe a Guardian, I would do nothing with- 
out, conſulting Her. This was far from being a- 
ny Satisfaction to her; ſhe writ me ſeveral Ler- 
ters, ſometimes entreating, ſometimes: comman- 
ding and threatning, and engag'd all thoſe Re- 
lations, who were near enough to Intereſt them 
ſelves in my Behaviour, to come and talk to me: 
But the People I was with took care I ſhould be 
ſeen by none of them; alledging, as a proof of 
their Love to me, that they would not have me 
teaz id with any Solicitations of that Nature. 1 
was very well fatisfy'd with their Proceedings; 
I ſaw Ly/ander every Day, and while 1 liſten d 
to his Vows, ſhou'd not have been pleasd with 
an Interruption of any kind. That Ardent, yet 
Reſpectful Paſſion which appear'd in all his 
Words and Actions, was to me a Heaven, which 
nothing elſe cou'd give. I had not, for ſome” 
time, any Reaſon to ſuſpect he had the leaſt diſ- 
honourable Thought; for tho? the little Power I 
had of diſguiſing my Sentiments, had made me 
guilty of many. imprudent Actions, and em- 
bolden'd him to the taking greater ann 
| than 
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than otherwiſe he wou'd have dar'd to have at- 
tempted, yet he offer'd nothing which quſtly 
cou'd be call'd offenſive to Virtue; till one 
Night Oh ever be accurſt that Night—that 
Hour that damn'd undoing Minute, when all 
good:Angeis ſlept, and left to Feinds the Fate of 
Gleomitra | I had undreſs'd, and thrown my ſelf 
on the Bed, reſtleſs, and untaſy that Lyſander 
had not been to viſit me that Day, for it was 
now become an inconſolable Affliction to me to 
145 four and twenty Hours without ſeeing him; 
was ſo bury'd in Thought, that I heard not 
the Tread of any body coming into my Cham- 
ber, till I ſaw a Man ſtand cloſe by me: It was 
about ten a Clock, at that time of the Vear when 
there is ſcarce any Darkneſs, and, willing to in- 
1.408 | dulge Contemplation, I had;{ſnor-call'd for Can- 
1 dles, and cou'd not preſently diſcern who was 
1 there; but not ſuſpecting it any other than Mr. 
| ö 1 q | Aarvir (who might be come to call me to Sup- 
„ per) without removing from the Poſture I was 
Ie, [111 in, ask'd careleſly what he wanted. He muſt be 
| 8 a very ill Judge of Happineſs (anſwer'd he) that 
„ cou'd form a Wiſh beyond rhe Treaſure which 
|| WWE this Bed contains. Theſe Words, 'and the Ac- 
l 
} 


cent of his Voice, always dear and charming to 
my Ears, ſoon told me it was Zy/ander, and ob- 
q lig'd me to endeavour to riſe; but he had thrown 
. himſelf down by me while he was ſpeaking, and 
WA ſeizing both my Hands, and gently forcing them 
to circle his Waſte, join'd his Lips to mine with 
too ſtrenuous a Preſſure, to ſuffer me to reproach 
the Liberties he took What cou'd I do, ſur- 
pris d in this unguarded Moment? full of De- 
lires and tender Languiſhments before, his glow- 
C |: f 0 ing 
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ing Touch now diſſolv'd my very Soul, and 
melted every Thought to Ga 
ſhort, I fer dor, rather let me ſay I cow'd 
not reſiſt his proceeding from one Freedom to a+ 
— 6s till chere was nothing left for him to ask, 
or me to grant. The guilty Tranſport paſt, a 
thouſand Apprehenſions all at once invaded me 
Remorſe and Shame fupply'd the Place of Ec- 
ſtaſy . Tears fill'd my Eyes cold Tremblings 
ſeiz'd my Limbs and my Breaſt heav'd no more 
with Joy but Horror. Too fare Preſages of that 
future Woe, which this black Hour brought forth. 
It vas not in the lovely Undoer's Power, dear as 
he was, to make me ſatisfied with what I had done: 
and the whole time he ftay'd: with me, which 
— beſt part of the Night, I-utter'd nothing but _ 
eproaches : the next Day, and many following Aj 
= I entertain'd him in no other Manner; and it | 
was fome Weeks before all his Wir, his Ten- 
derneſs and ſeeming Truth, cou'd make me hope 
I had not done a Deed, I ſhou'd, all my Life, 
have Occaſion to repent. But what is it 4 Wo- 
man may not in time be perſuaded to, by the 
Man ſhe loves! He behav'd himſelf in ſuch a 
Manner, ſo kind, ſo ſoft, ſo raviſhingly tender, 
reſpectful and engaging made ſo many ſolemn 
Proteſtations ay. eternal Faith, and imprecated - B 
ſuch unheard-of Curſes on his Falfchood, if ever *' 7 
he ſhou'd give me Cauſe to tax him with it, that | 
one wou'd think indeed the moſt harden'd Vil- 
lain cou'd not thus have dar'd to dreſs his Per- I 
juries /in ſuch a Form of Sanftity:/--How-cou'd = 
then, who on, him, disbetieve him No, Y 
n was not in Nature it was not in Reaſon, 
an, after what he had worn, L cau d be —_— 
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ful of his Sincerity, or Honour; and I muſt have 
conſider'd him as monſtrouſly unworthy: of my 
Love, before I cou'd think there was a Poſſibi- 
lity he ſhou'd ever ceaſe ro Love me. Thus, 
was I, at laſt, rais'd to the higheſt Pinacle of 
humane Felicity! an Aſſurance of the real and 
everlaſting Tenderneſs of the Man who took up 
all my Wiſhes: But when I thought my ſelf 
moſt happy——moſt-ſecure, I was on a ſudden. 
thrown from all my Height of Tranſport, to 
the loweſt State of Miſery and ,Deſpair. Ever 
fince my being at Marvir's Houſe, I had not 
paſs'd one Day without ſeeing Ly/ander; and the 
firſt Abſence, which was about a Week, fill'd 
me with moſt terrible Suſpicions: I did not fail 
to acquaint him with em by Letters, which he an- 
ſwer' d with the ſame Fondneſs he had accuſtom'd 
me to, and made Excuſes, for not viſiting me in 
that time, which ſeem'd plauſible enough: 


nough to give a Heart ſo truly tender as mine, 
a moſt terrible Alarm! I laid it up carefully, de- 
ſigning to ſhew it him when he ſhou'd come 
ne next 
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i * i BM When next I ſaw him, nothing ſeem'd more en- 
Ws dearing— nothing more Ardent than he feem'd 
| #8 to be, yet he pretended ſome Buſineſs, and ſtay'd 
„ not with me ſo long as he was wont. After he 
We was gone, happening to caſt my Eyes on the 5 
1 | Ground, I ſaw a Paper lying, which I, imagining it | 
. might be dropt by him, haſtily took up; part of it 
10 had been torn off, and what remain'd was ſo 
1 blotted that I could ſcarce read it; I diſcover'd, | 
We however, that it was a moſt paſſionate Declara- | 
„ tion of Love to ſome Woman, but who, I was 
5 altogether a Stranger, for there was no Name | 
bo You may believe (my dear Belinda) this was e- | 
! 


| 2 3 : WC, 2 
Tze Baffisk Rferube- 45 
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dert Day, as be had promig'd he wou'dy bur 
alas! I expe&ed_him many ſucceeding ones, in; 
vain ! till growing quite out of Patience, I Wit to 
him according to the Pictates of my ſealouſꝝ and 
Diſcontent: This indeed engag'd « Vic From 
him; and after he had again made ſome flight 
Pretences for his Abſence, began to rail me, 
with ſo much Artifice, for the Imagination I had 
form'd of his being in Love in another Place, 
that I was weak enough, on his ſwearing it was 
ſo, to believe the Letter I had found was only a 
foul Copy of one he intended to ſend tò me, in 
that time when he had not an Opportunity o x 
ſeeing me; and was pretty well ſatisfy'd as to bis 
Conſtancy: But tho' I afſur'd him, my whole 
Dependance on the Truth of what he 4d 
bung on the proof of his viſiting, me as uſual, 
and he ſeem'd willing I ſhou'd judge his Truth, 
by that Teſtimony, yet I ſaw him not again in 
another Week. Now the Miſt my. good Opi- 
nion of him had caſt before my Eyes began to 
wear off, and Reaſon, unobſcur'd by Baſkin, 
ſhew'd me how, trul wretched I had made my 
ſelf but what did it avail? My Fame, my 
Virtue, and my Peace of Mind were loſt, no 
more to be retriev'd: Penetration was but * 
Mirror which ſhew'd me my Deformity, but 
cou d direct me to no Means which cou'd re- 
ſtore thoſe Beauties, which Guilt and Shame had 
utterly defac'd. From ſeeing me every Day, be 
had already fallen to once a Week; ſoon he came 
but once a Fortnight; afterwards a Month; 15 
that too was to be accounted a Favour.— Soft as I, 
am by Nature, and made more ſo by Love, this 
Uſage turn'd me all to Ee I ray'd, up- 
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feem'd to mourn the N eceſſity of being 


1 | © : * 14 | a „7 © 
reſtrain the Violence of 1 ju 
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Braided, threaten'd, faid I know not What, and 
ſometimes was reſolv'd to revenge. my Injuries 


by his Death: but, alas! he grew not leſs lovely, 
Ir his being leſs faithful; and whatever I deter- 
ne 5 * ae inne 11 
min'd againſt him in his Ab/ence, was in his Pre- 
fence all diffoly'd. *Tis true, be never came with- 
our renewing his former Proteſtations of FFI 

Faith, and coin'd each Time ſome new-invente 
Oath' to aſſure me he was ſtill the fame, He 
ſo often 


abſent, with a Tenderneſs equal to that I zruly 


felt; buy as perfect a Maſter as he was in the Art 


of feigning, I was too well acquainted with the | 
Force of Love, not to know that where it is 


fincere, no Obſtacles wou'd be able to impede 
the Gratification of it: and one Day, when he 
had been telling me a tedious Tale of Buſineſs, 
and Hurry of Affairs, and I know not what, 
which had prevented. his coming, I cou'd not 

e Violence of n # Reſentment; 
Ungrateful Man! (faid I) when wafchful for my 
Ruin, no Buſineſs had the Power to held you; 
all Day, and every Day, each flying” Minute 
was Witneſs of your Vows——but now, ——, 
now, when I have given up all my Soul am 
loft to all the World but you; I may alone, un- 
pity'd, mourn my Fate, and curſe the Fondneſs 
that betray'd me to your Scorn.——He wou'd 


2 


not ſuffer me to go on long in this Strain, but 
taking me in his Arms, and tenderly embracing 
me, Unjuſt and crue} Charmer! (interrupted he 
10 cou 'd be capable of the Coldneſs, the Per- 
dy you reproach me with, I cou'd not ſure 
have Courage to appear before you.—— Nor 
cou'd 3ou, if you really belicy'd me Guilty, with, 


that dear, that Angel Look behold me—No, 
5 tes 0 05 
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tis the height of Paſſion" on! ouly, makes you talk 
thus; as ſuch 1 take it; tho! 1 Nie to 
ſce you rend your Jos: Breaſt with Scauleleſs 
Agonies, yet I conſider it with a kind of Tran- 
ſport, ſince it aſſures me I am indeed more valu- 
able ro you, than any Merit but my Truth can 
give me Title to. Oh the Diſſembler! with 
what an Air of Tenderneſs did he uttet theſs 
and a thoufand the like Expreſſions, and with 
what incxpreſhible Endearments werethey aceom 
pany'd ? —Enrag'd and Stormy as I was before, 
my Soul, now all becalm'd again, Bale f. 
was again Decetv'd.—n this Manner did I con- 
tinue for a conſiderable Time, ſometimes hopę- 
ping——ſometimes deſpairing——but never cer- 
tain or confirm'd of any thing — all Horror in 
his Abſence—all Ecſtaſy in his Preſence the 
Buſineſs he pretended, which was Attendance at 
Court, where he daily expected Preferment, 
was feaſible enough; but then I thought it im 
poſſible rhit no Hour, no Moment in 4 5 fine 
or in ſo many Weeks, cou'd not be ſpar'd—in fin 
my Brain was in a perpetual Whirl-—Refle@iot 
toſt in wild Uncertainty, became 05 nted quite 
and tho' 1 was always Mau ing, ny was often 
without the Power of Thinkin all my Days 
were ſpent in doubtful Expe Rn, and m 
Nights in Tears, and heart-rending. Agonies top 
terrible for Deſcription— and if ſometimes Na- 
ture o'er-weary'd ſunk into a Slumber, it eon 
not be call'd Reſt; for even then, my ever 
wakeful Fancy hurry'd my Spirits with confusd 
Idea's in tormenting Dreams—Ly/ander's Image 
was never from my Sight, and always he appeaf d 
* and far unlike the Dear the Souken- 
E 2 flaving 
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faving Lover he had been, and till wou'd feign. 
To add to my. Affliction. I was with Child, and 
every Motion of the unborn Innocent encreas'd 
at once. my Tenderneſs and Grief——'T'is not in 
Thought to, form any juſt Notion of whar I 
felt All Paſſions but Hatred took their turn 
to perſecute me; and ſure, had not Heaven re- 
ſerv'd me for an Example of its Power in length- 
ning Woe to a degree beyond what cou'd be 
imagin'd, I cou'd not have ſurviv'd the Torments 
of an Hour. On his firſt declining to viſit me, 
I writ often to him; but of late had deſiſted from 
giving him that Trouble, becauſe he had told 
me, his Father, whoſe Hands they might poſſi- 
bly fall into, wou' d have Curioſity enough to o- 
pen them: Whether this was Reality, or whe- 
ther he ſaid ſo only to ſpare, himſelf the Pain of 
Counterfeiting a Tenderneſs, any oftner than 
he was oblig' d to, in my Preſence, I know not, 
but I had that implicite Obedience to his Will 
in every thing, that I very ſeldom put it to the 
Venture. But, one Day, after ſilently enduring 


to reſtrain the impatient Struggles of my Soul, 
and {cnc him theſe Line. 
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Io my too dear LysanDER. 


Ardon me, if, convuls'd and torn with Pangs too 


L dreadful for Expreſſion, the Anguiſh of my Saul, 
in ſpite of me, breaks forth into Complainings — An 
for ever to live this Life of curſt Uncertainty ? 
s there a Neceſſity your Actions muſi always contra- 
dict your Words? — Ob! be once fincere, and tell 
me which I muſt believe here was a Time when 
with a thouſaud Vows you ſwore, that Abſence = 


_ 
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the ſevereſt Tryal à Lover 'cou'd go through. yet 
no you bear it — bear it with Eaſe with Umm 
cern and can I then ſtill hope 'you Love O > 
Heav'n / it is not; cannot be By your d Argul 
ments you ſtand convicted, and I endeavour to-decerve 
my ſelf in vain—— Heart-rending Thought ! —— 
1 long have held you: True believ'd your Oaths 
with ſuch a Faith as what we pay to the divine My- 
fteries of Salvation; and tif diſſicul.— is on- 
drous to think vo tan be falſe.! + I hat then } 
muſt be the Proof? Madneſs /=—— Confuſion . 
Everlaſting, Noe Horror without a Name . 
Save aue me from it Diſſemble het a little lun: 
ger; my Fears will quickly ſend me to my Graue, let 
not Deſpair weigh down my ſinking Soul as well as 
Body 1f 1 no longer have the Power to pleaſe 
you, let the Remembrance of thoſe happy Moments in 
which 1 had, engage, at leaft, your Gratitude 
F not your: Love, bleſs me with your Friendſhip— 
Pity me; if, no more; for, my Lyſander, ſure I merit 
that—— The Thoughts of you anticipate my eatlieft 
Prayers, and ſtill continue for my: Evening Theme 
How often, when-all have ſlept, and nothing but the 
Stars and filent Moon were conſciuus of my Hatths 
ings, have I pour d out the Anguiſb of my bleeding 
Heart, and to thoſe dumb and unavailing ii itneſſes 
vented the wild Extravagance of my Paſſton, ' rather 
than wound your: Ears with the unwelcome Tale! 
'Tis harder to accuſe you than to dir — Yet, while 
1 have Breath, twill all be ſpent in Wailings, if ou 
are till cruel enough to ſuffer me to linger in a Con- 
dition which juſtly gives me the Title of "ge 
n The moſt Injur'd, 1 
1 and moſt Miſerable, 
"CLEOMIRA-. 
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At the Return of my Meſſenger, I receiv'd an 
Anſwer which yeu will ſcarce. believe cou'd be 
writ by the ſame Hand, or dictated by the ſame 
H- art from which thoſe you have already heard 


Io the lovely CLEOMIRA. 

NJ OUR Sexes Souls are of : ſuch narrow Spare, 
MK that the leaſt Paſſion ſwells them even to bur. 
ing I uu d have the Woman 1 admire endeavour 
to enlarge her Genius, and find room for ther Views 
than Love-—— Not but I think my ſelf infinitely oò- 
Jig'd to yours, and ſhall never ceaſe the Profeſſions of 
mine. Iwill ſee you in @ few Days, and, if 
poſſible, convince you that Tam - © 


i= \ ___ Your moſt Faithful 
FWW (cc Lysa N DER. 


One wou'd think I needed no other Proof than 
the Stile and the Shortneſs of this Billet, to in- 
form me, that I was indeed as wretched as I 
cou'd be; but ſpite of Reaſon, I muſt join in 
his Barbarity, and be my own Tormentor— m 
Soul, too curious, wou'd ſearch deeper ſtill, thoug 
ſure to find what wou'd but more diſtract me: 
The Fellow whom I employ'd to cairy my Let- 
ter, told me, that not finding Jyſander at home, 
he was directed to the Place where he was, and 
deliver'd it to him in the Preſence of a young 
Lady, whom he was leading to a Chariot; and 
that as ſoon as he had writ the Anſwer they went 
out together. This was enough to give my al- 


ready Juſtiy ſuſpecting Heart a jealous Ca / 
s ; an 
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and 1 gage diſpirct'd bim again to find 
dut, if pofſible, who che Lady was, He was fa 
fucceFfut in his Enquiry, that he brought me 
Word tht Her Nat was MID, ang, that {7 
fauder was frequetitly with her—— That they 
had been ſtn 1 at the Play, at the Ring, 
in the Mall, and ſeveral. other publick Places ; 
If I was betore alarm'd, what now became. ol 
me, at this Information? 1 had formerly had an 
Acquaintanet with this Woman, and knew her 
Temper td be the moſt intreaguing upon Earth 
and though from a very mean Fortune, and work 
Charafty, 4 Gentleman of a good Eſtate had 
rais'd her to ah envy'd State of Grandeuf ſhe had 
neither Gratitude nor Conduct ſufficient to pre- 
vent het from coqnetting with every Man that 
thought her worth taking Notice of: Nay, ſhe 
Was fo fotoribufly Tmprudent, I may ſay Shame- 
fs, chat ſhe ‚bugbt all Opportunities of diſho- 
nouring ber Husband, and cou d not hear of a 
Man fam'd fot any Perfection, N 
to engage him; ſhe Wou'd write to the mo 
abſolute Strangers, and her being often F e 
by thofe whoſe Diſcretion made them deſpiſe 
her, did not diſcourage her from attempting o. 
thers : This is (Belinda) the true Character © 
this vile Woman; and the Reflection, that a Crea- 
ture fo every way undeſetving ſhou'd rob me © 
his Heart, fouz'd that Tirtle Pride, which a 
Women have ſome ſhare of, to a Di/dain, which, 
not able to overcome my more ſuperior. 99005 
955 me Diſorders which cannot be exprels'd. 
Since 1 am to be abandon'd (faid I to my fel 
I obght to be pleas'd that he has abandon'd me 
for a Creature whom hone will envy him the 
ä E 4 Poſ- 
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Poſſeſſion of. One, who is not of a Humour 
to regard any one, farthet than the: Reputation 


** 
- 


of being admir'd by him —, One, to whom all 


Men are alike, nd, as charming as he is, will 
not fail co. ſacrifice, him to the next that makes 
his Addreſſes to her. And yet, who knows (cry'd 
J again) but this unfaithful this inconſtant 
Creature may engage him longer than I, with all 
my. Truth and Tendernels, cou'd ,do—— She 
has Arts ro which my. Iunocence is a Stranger, and 
will, no doubt, make uſe. of them all to ſecure 
a Conqueſt ſo much to the Advantage of her 
Glory. In this manger did I torment my ſelf; 
and daf I thought nothing cou'd add to what 
felt before, yet now I found that to be negle- 
Cted for another was a Sting more terrible than 
the Neglect it ſelf. Once I believ'd that the Death 


* 


of Jgſander wou'd be the extreameſt of all Woes, 
but now I wiſh'd him dead rather than in the 
13 * Y 221114 1 1 4 


4 


1 When next I ſaw my Traitor, I utter'd all 
7 that my Rage and Jealouſy ſuggeſled; but, with 
14 his uſual Artifice, he appear d unmov'd: And 


+ 


when I upbraided him with the Leiſure he had 


* 


1 to wait on others, when he had none for me, he 
7 
| 
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I Twore, that being an imimaic. 3cquaintance of 
14 | her Husband's, and meeting them by Accident, 
8 at a Place where he had Buſineſs, was defir'd by 
| Bim to conduct her where ſhe, was going, which 
Piece of Gallantry, he faid, he cou'd not hand- 


— 
CLF 4 
8 
IL IG —— 
— — | — 


14 ſomely refuſe To give the more Credit to this, 
if pe ſeem'd ro diſlike her Perſon ridicul'd her 
1 Humour —— and laugh ſo hearvily at my being 


+ o 
4 


. _ _ — — * — 
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capable of any Uneafineſs on her Account, that 


# 


I Vis half perſwaded to believe him. I had not, 
JF: 5 1 * : 14 ü : | LA 1 8 i however, 


n 
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however, ſo entire a Dependance on his Truth, 
but that I employ d (unknown ro/Marvir's, Beo- 
ple, who I found were his Creatures) the ſame 
Man, who had brought me the firſt Intelligence, 


to watch him wherever he went, reſolving to be 


ſatisfy'd one way or other. Alas] I fancy d that if 
I cou d be once throughly aſſur'd of his Perfidiouk: 
neſs, I ſhau'd be able to tear him from my Soul, at 
leaſf extirpate all the Tendesnehs 1 had fer hing 

but, how little did I know my ſelf? When by 
the Diligence of my Spy, I found out that he 
viſited her often was with her even at thoſe 
very Times when he pretended, the utmoſt Re- 
gret that he cou d not be with me Nay, diſco- 
ver'd that they had private Meetings and by all 
Circumſtances was convinc'd, not only that ſhe 
was a Rival infinitely more belov'd than i, but 
alſo that ſhe was in Poſſeſſion. of all thoſe Joys, 
which to obtain, I had forfeited my Innocence, 
my Honour, and my Peace of Mind for ever, 
in ſpite, I ſay, of all theſe Proofs—theſe ſtabbing 
Proofs of his Ingratitude, I cou'd not did not 
love him leſs: I reproach'd him, indeed, and en- 


deavour'd to make him think my Reſentment 


had extinguiſh'd my FTenderneſs; but he till 
deny'd each particular of my Accuſation, and, at 
laſt, ſeem'd angry that I diſtruſted his Sincerity: 
Till I, mean - ſpirited Wretch-! was forc'd to ap- 
Pear ſatisfy'd with what he ſaid, leaſt hy perſiſt- 
ing to alledge what, I found, he was determin'd 
never to confeſs, I ſhou'd provoke him never to 
ſee me more: And when I conſulted my fond 
doating Heart, found I eou'd better bear to ſhare 
him with another, than have no Intereſt in him 
at all: But what I ſuffer'd in ſuch, a. Submiſhon 

10 TT may 
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may perhips be gueſt'd, but never deſcrib'd. It 
was now my Woes fell thick upon me, my Preg- 
naney began now to diſcover it ſelf to all who 
ſaw me; and Marvir and his Wife, who bad all 
this Time counterfeiced an Ignoramce of what 
had paſs d between me and Ly/ander, ſeem'd pro- 
digiouſly uneaſy at it, pretended a Concern for 
the Reputation of their Houſe, us'd me in a 
Manner which I little expected from them of all 
the World, and told me plainly that I muſt not 
eontinue with them any longer: But if I wott'd 
go into the Country till I was deliver'd of my 
Burthen, they wou'd enquire for a Place where 
I flight be in private. I eothplain'd to Lyſander 
of their Unkindnefs, but rettiy'd very little Con- 
ſolation from him: He only told me he was ſor- 
fy they ſhou'd behave other wiſe to me than 1 
had Reaſon to expect, but that he believ'd ig 


meant well, and that he cou'd not help foinmn; 
with them in the Opinion it was beſt for me t 
Bo into the Country. My Concert for leavin 
a Place which contain'd all I vald'd in the World 
and the cool Tranquility with which he advis'd 
me to baniſh my felf from him, were new Stabs 
to my already bleeding Heart; but I had now 
been a good while accuſtom'd to receive Wounds 
df that nature, and my Spirits were roo much 
depreſsd with a continual Weight of Sorrow 
to be able to exert themſelves ro reſent almof 
any Uſage. Beſides, what cou'd I do? helpleſs 
as I was! I had no Friend to whom I durft make 
Application, and muſt be oblig'd, in the Condi- 
tron I was, to do whatever thoſe in whoſe Power 
F had put my ſelf wou'd have me. They were 
ſo eager for my Departure, that a Place wo ber 
SLES OUn 
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found for me 0 go to: and in a few Dag I | 
took Leave of that Town, and that Perfon; for 
whoſe ſake I had renounced W. Thing ehrt 
ought. to have been dear to me. Ly/andeF" had 
indeed the Complaiſance to accompany me à few 
Miles on Horſeback, and perceiving me ready to 
die with Grief, made a thoufand Promiſes o 
coming down ro viſit me in a thorr Time; tho 
Ihad no Reaſon, from his late Behaviour, to hope 
he wou'd do as he ſaid, yet this ſeemigg Kind- 
neſs a little reviv'd me, and I went N h 9 
Journey with more Fortitude than imagin'd' 
cou'd. As ſoon as I arriv'd at the Place Gedtiwd 
for my Abode, I writ to him, reminding him of 
the Promiſe he had made, and conjuring him, by 
every tender Plea I cou'd invent, to make it 
good; but I receiv'd no Anfwer. Always wilting 
to excuſe him as far as I was able, I fancy'd 
Letter had by ſome Accident miſcarry'd, af 
ſent: another, but to as little Purpoſe as befbre 
Then I grew wild with Grief, and was ready in 
ſome ungovernable Sallies of Paſſion to lay vio- 
lent Hands on my own Life Freſoly'd, at laft, 
if poſhble, to extort an Anſwer from him, and 
prevail'd on a Countryman, for a good Gratifi- 
cation, to ride to Town on purpoſe to deliver a 
Letter into his own Hands, and charg'd him not 
to return without ſome Token he had ſeen him. 
O's Contents of what I writ were theſe. —© 


To my Inhumane and Unrelenting 
Charmer. 


„ then poſſible that Lyſander, the eie 
. Lyſander, can from all Angel change to a 1 
F iend? For only they: en in 200 Perditios they 
bocca 


7, 
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occafion——— Haveiyou with your Love thrown off 
al Pity, 00 a plaiſance, that you 0 
not to condole, at leaſt, the Ruins you bave made? 

Ob moſt Ingrateful “ Cruel Barbarous of all that 
ever was call'd Man — FFhat have I done that can 
deſerue ſuch Uſage ? 1s it becauſe I have for- 
ook the Ties of Duty, Intereſt, Honour, given up 
my Innocence, —— my. Peace, and everlaſting Hopes, 


that. you deſpiſe me ?—— Monſter For whom have 
I done this Can you refle# it was for you, and 


Jour whole Soul not melt in Tenderneſs, and ſoft 
Compaſſion ?—— Jes, yes, hon can !—— Wreteh 
that I am. I have caſt away all that cou'd make 
me truly Valuable, and now am juſtly ſubjected to 
your corn But though I live unworthy of your 
Love, my Death muſt ſurely give hon ſome Con- 
cern—— at leaſt the Manner of it, when you ſhall 
know it was for you I died— That my laſt Breath 
form'd nothing hut your Name,—— arid in the ex- 
treameſt Agonies of my departing: Soul, lamented: more 
your Cruelty than all that dreadful Separation cou d 
W108 mnfitt— — Oh do not, therefore, "trifle with a Paſ= 
| WAY ion, which if. the Strength of | Reaſon: in your Sex 


1 keeps ou from being too deeply touch'd with, is too 
1 1 impetuous for the Weakneſs of mine to refi 753 z and 
Ni. who can tell how far the Torrent may tranſport me 
„ H. tory is not without Millions of , Examples of Wo- 
1 men who have dar d to die, hen Life became a Bur- 
4 * then ; and ſure, if any cer cou'd Juſtify Self-murder, 
. \the wretched Cleomira may None ever lov'd — 
1 1 none ever deſpair'd like me, or had fo juſt à Cauſe 
1 for both——The Means of Death are * eaſy to 
1 be obtain d, and I am this Moment burried to that 
1 Rage of Temper, that I know not how long I ſhall be 


able to refrain the Uſe 7 i. O then be quick ! 
and ſave my Soul the Guilt of Murder, and your 
own. 
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own the Pangs of never- Remorſe, which, 
when too late to remedy, you'll: 3 Zes, forgot» 
ten and abandon d as 1 am, 'when' I am dead; my 
Ghoſt will be before yon ever, haunt all your 
Dreams: poiſon your Pleaſures, and diſtrał Re- 
fleion— Then, though 1 want a Voice, my Wrongs 
will ſpeak, and rouze your ſleeping Conſcience io Re- 
membrance of jour Vows —— Your broken damning - 
Vows / Heaven ! That. Heaven whoſe Bleſſing 
you have renounc'd, whoſe Curles you have impre- 
cated, if ever: you-prov'd falſe,” will then exert the 
Power of ſwifteſs Vengeance, and Penitence be wain 
to waſh away your Guilt, or call me back to Lift 
Fer me, I bave nought to fear; I feel already all the 
Pains of Hell, nor can another World torment me 
worſe than this — done Horror and Madneſs o- 
ot what; I ſay, aud to my 
other Crimes am — 70 add Blaſphemy cou d 
curſe Heaven, and Earth, and Man wiſh to be- 
hold the Mord in Flames [==-— the Univerſe diſ> 
ſolv d. For all, all are Hoes to wretched Cleos 
mira !— Oh eaſe. me— pity me-— write to m1. 
ſee me / If nat for mine, yet for the Sake of the 
Dear yet .unborn——— the tender Pledge of our once 
mutual Love Think hom ibe Frighted Innocent 
ftarts at its: Mother's Anguiſhy and is a ſad Partaker 
of all the Sufferings. you. inflitt an ine willy if 
poſſible, ſuppart the galling Load of Life till the te. 
turn of my N _ in Cann) n is: 1 
Fee d we an TEARS 
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All the Howe and Diſtrackion which I en 


vour d to repreſent in this ee was 8 
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ſhore of what I truly felt. I had ſo little Hope 
of Comfort from him ir was ſent to, that all th 
Time of the Fellow's being gone I had one 
continu'd Agony, with the Apprehenſion that 
at his Return I ſhou'd be more aſcertainꝰd of Ly - 
fender's Cruelty; and had his Stay been long, I 
believe it wou'd have been impoſſible for me to 
have ſupported it with Life: But the poor Man's 
Speed out- run my Expectations, eager as they 
were, and though it was near fifty Miles to Lon» 
don, he diſpatch'd his Buſineſs, and came back 
in two Days; as ſoon as he ſaw me, he put a 
Teftimony of his Succeſs in the Buſineſs I em- 
ploy'd him in, and trembling between Hope 
and Fear, I found in it theſe Words. 


LI 


. E Diſcovery. you make of your cauſeleſs Vnu- 
- eafineſs gives-me an infinite. Concern : 1 bad 
writ. to you before, but that I waited to hear fir 
from you, which, by all that is ſacred, I never have 
doxe till nom Aud if pon have ſent, as your Me 
fenger informs me you haue, your Letters have mf/= 
earry'd. Be aſſur d that I am fill the ſame I ever 
was, and if any Part of that Rapidiry which in the 
Dags of Courtſhip. 1 'profe/s'd, be now abated, it is 
fafſcieutly. made up by an Encreaſe of 'Tenderneſi— 
Leg, for the fake of the dear Infant you mention, 
and for mine who ſuffer with you in the Knowledge 
F your Griefs, that you will entirely baniſh them, 
as Euenues as well to Reaſon as to Happineſs. 1 
Hope the hurry of my Affairs will ſhortly have an 
End,” aud I fball enjoy the hou WPhaſure of 
feting zun again till when, 1 hope you will be 0 
'Txortt * 
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'whers 1 baue given gan, that Lam. 
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You will certainly believe I was not in my 
Senſes, when I ſhall tell you, that theſe few, 
and indeed but ill-diſſembled Lines of Kindneſs, 
drove from my Boſom all the Anxiety that had 
poſſeſt it: I thought of nothing now but Joy 
and Rapture; and in ſpite of all the Reaſons 
Ly/ander had given me, accus'd my (elf of Inju- 
ſtice for writing to him in the manner I did; 
and to make Reparation for the Reproaches ot 
my laſt, dictated another according tò the Tran- 
ſport I now was in I ought to bluſh at the 
Memory of ſo ſhameful a Weakneſs, but as I 
bave: promis'd you a faithful Relation of my 
Story, will omit nothing that may give you a 
juſt Notion, of my Folly, or hi Perfidiouſneſs 
"ll Ingratitude. The Lines I writ were 

Bi 3:13. e e f 1. 190605 bak 
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TO wake, 304 alle ta conceive. the Eeflaſy with 
& which 1 read pur dear olliging Letter, muſt 
be able 10 inſpire. you ith that Subliniity of Paſſion, 
which Charms, like yawe- own haue en abs Power: ofi 
muſs. feel. rais'd frau the: leuft Hell of Mifary 10 
ihe higheſt Heaven of. Felicity {rr O If Imay! 
Credit thoſe endear ing Lines, I haue all nat Faie\ 


can give! If, did 1 ſay? T mikey 
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Eyfander it all Honour, and be a thouſand Times. 
bas ſworn himſelf” my everlaſting Votary—— How 
bave I wrong d you then Divineſt of your Sex !— 
But you muſt pardon me— 1 love— am abſent — 
am unworthy—— and in ſuch a Circumſtance, Patience 
were a Virtue out of Seaſon O therefore, let it 
not: be: too long before you bleſs: me with your Pre- 


Haſte to my Arms, while Hopes are quick within 
mne, while: vigorous Tranſport ſparkles in my Eyes, 
and my Soul glows:\with pleaſing Expetation—- Let 
not the Fervor uf my Joy abate, till in your Arms I 


babe nothing left to wiſh, and, I indeed, can ſay thou 
art all mine, as am thine !. My for ever dear Ly- 


fander ! 18 L 4 25 bens 3 #& 4 -& 4 £ if o | 
I Thine in the moſt paſſionate 
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After this, I liv'd for ſome Time in more 
Tranquility than I had known for many Months: 
And, though it was paſt my doubt that he had 
intreagued with Meliſſa, yer believing it but a 
tranſient Amour, of which he was now grown 
weary, found it no Difficulty to pardon him: 
And this mg his Tenderneſs to me, made 
me aſſure my ſelf, it wou'd be in the Power of 
no Woman, hereafter, to engage him ſo far as 


to render him forgetful of what he owed to me: 
"But, alas ! this Peace of Mind was not of any 
long Continuance; eight or nine Days 3 8 e- 


laps'd, without my receiving any Letter from 


him, I ſtill thought he was on coming, and the 


s of feeing him made full amends for the 
not 


_ The BRITISH RecLuss: 65 


not hearing from him; but after that, my Fears 
again return'd, and I grew reſtleſs as before. 1 


* 


conſtantly walked out every Evening into a Field 
that overlook' d the Road, my Expectations of 
meeting him not having quite forſook me. 
of the Times that I was thus employ'd, I en- 
countred a Perſon whoſe: Sigbt gave me as much 
Sarprize, as the News ſne btought me did Afi. 
Sion. It was my Nurſe, an honeſt faithful Crea - 
ture, who hearing I had left London, enquir'd at 
Marvir's Houſe, where I was gone; but recet> 
ving no Satisfaction from them, by diligently ask 
ing among the Neighbours, heard by one, Who 
by ſome Accident had learn'd it, that I was at 
** ,; and ſo, by deſcribing me to the Stage 
Coachman, diſcover'd What Part of the County 
was carry d to; and had travell'd down on pur- 
poſe to acquaint me, that my Mother lay at the 
point of Death That it was believ'd her Grief 
for my Behaviour had been the Cauſe of her II- 
neſs . That all ſhe. ſeem'd to lament was the 
Misfortunes ſhe fear'd wou'd fall upon me 
and wiſh'd for nothing but to ſee me before ſhe 
died. This ſad Account, given me by the poor 
Woman in the moſt moving Circumſtances, ſtruck 
me to the very Soul I now began to coniſi- 
der whom. it was I had abandon'd, and far whom! 
And the more I reflected on Zy/ander's Ingrati- 
rude, the more Ingrareful did I appear my ſelf! 
To be the Occaſion of a Parents Death 
Parent. who had always. moſt tenderly lov'd mez 
and from whom I never had been abſent (till the 
Time of my utterly forſaking ber) two Days 20+ 
gether in my Life, fill'd me with ſo juſt a Hor- 
ror, that I know not if it F have been even 
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in Lj/anzer's Power te have conford me. How 
_ pladly-wou'd I now have return'd to her, and 
oplor'd her Pardon for my Brror s 'endea- 
vour d to give her Comfort, and never leave her 
more; but, alas! the Condition 1 was in de- 
terr d me from the Execution of theſe pious Wi- 
ſhes; I: cou'd entertain no Thoughts of appear- 
ing before her till I was deliver'd of that Wit 
neſs of my Shame; nor eou'd the poor Woman 
peiſwade me to it; ſhe rightly judg'd; that to 
ſee me, as I then was, wou'd rather be an En- 
creaſe 'of her Affliction, than any Mitigation of it, 
and told me ſhe wou'd return witkout ſaying 
che had ſeen me, ſince there was no Excuſe to 
made for my not coming to London, but that 
Which had better remain untold. The Concern 
vhich I perceiv'd in the Countenance of this 
faithful Creature, and the marinerly Freedom 
which ſhe took in expreſſing her Grief for the 
Mis fortunes I had brought on my ſelf and Fami- 
ty,' oblig'd me to give her the whole Hiftory 
of my Affairs ſincè the fatal Choice I made of 
- Adarvir for my Guardian, and withal conjur'd 
her to make all poſſible Enquiry inte Ty/andet*s 
Character and Behaviour, and to give me a fairh- 
ful Account of what ſhe cou'd diſcover. But it 
ſeems ſhe had never learn'd to write, and I was 
unwillibg the Secret ſhou'd be truſted to any o- 
ther Hand, therefore defir'd ſhe wou'd treaſure 
it up in her Memory till I came to Town, which 
Treſolv'd to do as ſoon as I was brought to Bed. 
I did not think it proper to carry her to the 
Houſe Where I was, but giving her ſomething to 
refreſh herſelf in her Journey back, took my leave 
of ber, Who parted from me with Tears 1 her 
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Eyes, and all the Marks of an undiffſembled Grief 
The more I ruminated on the” fad Relatiof the 
had made me, the deeper Ichpreſſlon ix made 
in my Soul; and that; joyn'd"to'Lyſander's Uns 

kindneſs, Who in ſpite of his Promiſe beithet 
came not ſent to me, threw me into 4 Condnion 
which is not to be conceiv'd. © The Horrors bf 

my Mind had ſuch an Influence 'over my — 


that it was impoſſible I ſhou'd be able to bring 
living Child into the World; my Youth, how. 
ever, and the natural goodneſs of my Conttrets 
tion, brought me through that dangerous State 
in which thoſe who find moſt Kaſe, have little 
reaſon to be aſſur'd of Life. I was fafely de- 
liver'd of a Boy, but alas! the Grief-kill'd In- 
fant never ſaw the Light, and 1 knew nothin; 
what it was to be a Mother, but the Pains” I 
was certainly only my Impatience to. vB 
from a Place where I con'd hear nothing of 'Ly 
ſander, which made me willing to uſe any means 
proper for the Recovery of my Strength : but 
the Hopes of Teeing him, and 1 from hi 
own Mouth my Doom, invigorared my droop* 
ing Spirits, and enabled me to endure Life, Ta 


. 


with 'em again: | as J got to LONG 
went directly to my Nurſe's; Where I had xhe 
mournful Account of my Jet MIOTheT een 


* 
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told in ſo tender and moving a Manner, that I 
too was ready to expire at hearing ir. When the 
firſt. hurry of my Grief, for ſo great and irre- 
trievable a Loſs was over, I began to queſtion 
her about Ly/ander : She told me ſhe had neg- 
lected nothing that might be conducive to my 
Peace, but that all ſhe had been able to learn 
concerning him, was that he had lately an In- 
trigue with Melia; that by their ill Condutt it 
had been diſcover'd to her Husband, who, as a 
juſt Reward for her Infidelity, entirely caſt her 
off; that ſhe was now reduc'd to the ſame 
wretched Circumſtances this injur'd Gentleman 
had took her from; that Ly/ander had little Re- 
gard to the Miſeries he had contributed to bring 
her to, and ſhe was become one of the moſt ex- 
pos d and unpitied Women in the World. I 
confeſs, I was ungenerous enough to find ſome 
little Conſolation in the Knowledge of my Ri- 
val's Misfortunes; not but, as much Reaſon as 1 
had to hate her, for being the firſt Occaſion of 
eſtranging the Affection of Ly/ander from me, 
I ſhou'd have highly diſcommended him for his 
Neglect of her, in her Affliction, had it fallen 
on her only through her Love to him; but as I 
knew her Inclination to be ſo amorous (to give 
it no worſe a Name) that it had influenc'd her 
to commit numerous Faults of the like Nature, 
and even without the leaſt Temptation, I look'd 
on her as unworthy Commiſeration. But to leave 
her to all the Miſeries which attend a common 
Proſtitution, I refolv'd to know how I now 
ſtood in Lyſander's Opinion; I writ to him, ac- 
Gunning him that I was come to Town, and 
defiring to ſee him. When I had done tbat, I 
S J EE began 
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began to conſider my Affairs as to my Money. 
I asd it unſafe to be lodg'd any longer in 
Marvir's Hands, and employ'd one to bring him 
to an Account; but that Villain had made ſuch 
Bills, and manag'd every thing ſo much to his 
don Advantage, that of my three thouſand 
Pounds, I found I had not much more than fif- 
teen hundred remaining. The Perſon who 1 
had engag'd in this Buſineſs knew very well 
what my Father left me, and perſuaded me to 
have recourſe to Law. But the other knew him- 
ſelf ſecure enough as to that Pointz and when 
it was hinted to him, he wrir me a Letter to tell 
me, that if I inſiſted to bring him to any pub- 
lick Account for the Mony he bad laid out, he 
cou'd eaſily prove it had been expended only for 
my Uſe, and bid me conſider that in the Condi- 
tion J had been, there was Occaſion for more 
than a trifling Sum, to bribe thoſe to Secrecy, 
who were oblig'd to be entruſted with the Knows = 
ledge of it. This was enough to let me ſee, if I at- 
tempted any thing aint him, he wou'd ex- 
poſe me in the moſt ſnameful Manner he cou'd; 

was glad, therefore, to accept what little I cou'd 
get, without daring to moleſt him for the reſt. 
Bur I will not (my dear Belinda) detain your At- 
tention with any Particulars of this, which (in 
Compariſon with my others) I look'd on as a tri- 
fling Vexation. Above a Week was paſt ſince 


I ſent to Lyſander, and he had not yet anſwer d 


my Letter: I was very well aſſur'd he had re- 
ceiv'd it; and tho” I had little Hopes of the 
Continuance of his Affection, 1 expected from his 
Complaiſance ſome ſort of an Excuſe for the In- 
humanity he had been guilty of; my Amaze- 

. i men 
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2 my Gr 1 It I now indeed felt more Re- 


ment than I bad ever been capable of before. 


Neixher to come to me, nor write after ſo long 


an! Abſence, and all I bad ſuffer'd on his Ac- 
eoum, gou'd make me conſider him no other- 
wiſe, chan as the vileſt, and moſt juſtly to be ab- 


horr'd of all his Sex. And ſince I had no other 
way to revenge; reſoly'd to uſe my Pen to him 


in ſuch a Manner as ſhou'd let him know I was 
no leſs inſenſible of his Indignities, than I had 
heen of his Love; but before I did fo, an Acci- 
dent happen d to give me a freſh Theme for my 
Reproaches. Going thro' the Strand one Day 


in a Chair, it was ſuddenly ſtop'd by a Footman, 
who told me his Lady defir'd to ſpeak with me, 
and entreated I wou'd come into her Chariot ; 


* 
had 
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Effect of hat ſhe told me. I am (faid ſhe) very 
near changing 118 Condition Foo che Perſon 
who has prevail'd on me to do it is fo truly de- 
ſerving, that without a Bluſh: I may \confeſs, 
that the ſooner: I yield to his Defires, the ſoon- 
er I make my felf the happieſt of my Sex: Ah 
Madam! (ory'd I "interrupting her) take Care 
how you depend on the Sincerity of Mankind; 
it requires more Experience than you or I are 
Miſtreſſes of, to form any juſt Judgment of their 
Deſerts. It is no wonder that you talk fo. (re- 
ply'd ſhe) fince I have not yet told you the Name 
of my Charmer; but when I have, I doubt not 
but you will acknowledge, as all the World who 
know him do, that every Perfection that Hea- 
ven can adorn a Mortal with, are center'd in my 
Admir'd-—Oh God! who was it, but my ys 
ſander that ſhe nam'd !— Lightning cou'd not 
have blaſted me more than this one Word, and 
] believe the moſt artful of all my Sex, cou'd 
not in ſuch a Circumſtance have difſembled her 
Confuſion; but the Shock was too mighty for 
my Weakneſs to ſuſtain, and wholly N of 

Speech, I fell againſt the fide of the Chariot, 
ſenſeleſs, and in all Appearance dead, and came 
not to my ſelf till I Was brought to Semanibes 

Lodgings: The firſt thing I ſaw when I o- 
pen'd my Eyes was her, bufily employ'd in 
helping her Maids to uſe Means for my Reco- 
very. The Sight of her, and the Remem- 
brance of what ſhe had told me, threw me again 
into Conyulſions, which laſted for fome Time; 
and when, at laſt, I had gather'd Power to ſpeak, 
it was in ſuch a faſhion, ſo wild, and ſo con- 
tus'd, that the Standers-by believ'd I was taken 
with a ſudden fir of Frenzy. I defir'd a Chair 

F 4 might 
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might be calbd to carry me Home; and making 
ſome ſort of an Apològy, I know not what, for 
the Trouble I had given, took leave of my hap- 
Y Rival. My poor Nurſe (for I had been ar 
1 * Houſe ever ſince I came to Town) was ter- 
rihly alarm d at the Condition ſne beheld me in, 
and, when I had repeated the Occaſion of it, 
joyn d with me in the moſt bitter Curſes. we cou'd 
20th! invent on the Perfidiouſneſs of Mankind: 
d for ſome time in mortal Agonies, un- 
able to determine on any thing : Sometimes I 
was: for returning to Semantbe, to acquaint her 
with Ly/ander's Engagements to me, and implore 
her to forbear any farther Invaſion on a Right 
JL had ſo dearly 'purchas'd —— Sometimes I was 
for going to Lyſander's Houſe, and by publickly re- 
proaching him with his Vows, deter him from 
the Breach of them but Modeſty rejected both 
theſc Reſolutions as ſoon as form'd; and by my 
Nurſe's Fremd eg. fear'd that proceeding 
Violence would be altogether un-availing, 


and Wh. ſerve, to expoſe me more) I contented 
my ſelf wich uttering the Fury I was poſſeſs'd 
of in a Letter; which tho' incoherent and di- 


ſtracted as my Mind, I believe you will not think 


it too ſevere for the Occaſion. 

e e 2 | 1 4 24.5 <6 

To the Inconſtant, Ungenerous, and Per- 

, fidious Lys AN DEK... 

%% AM T7 {316 97 | | 
Have ſo long been accuſtom' d to Indignities from 

Jou, that had I not in Poſſeſſion your Letters, 


0 Mitneſſes of your well diſſtmbled Tenderneſs, 1 


on believe I had been enchanted with ſome delight- 


* 
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ful Dream, and that there never was any ſuch thing 


* 
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in Reality, as that Lyſander cou'd take the-Pains ta 
make me believe he lov'd me, ſince for no other Canſe, 
than returning the' Paſſion be pretended, » he now. 
can uſe me with a Brutality as unexampled as my own. 
Meanneſs of Spirit, which has hitherto ſuffer'd me o 
fit down tamely with my;Hrongs, and not endeavour, 
at liaſt, a ſuitable Revenge Poyſons and Dag- 
gers are the Upbraidings you ſhould receive from me.. 
- Het 1, fond Mretch] have till ſubjefted my very 
Will zo yours, rung my own Hands, while you. 
have wrung my Heart Ind when a thouſand 
times, with more than Devil-like Cruelty, you've. 
conjur d up all that was raging in me, with my own 
Tears I have appeas'd. that Tempeſt, which" only 
 Blood—your deareſt Blood ſhou'd haue had Power 
to quell. — Not one Particular of your Baſeneſs is un- 
known to me (Cd ——cold Betrayer Dark 
deſigning Villain Tour Neglect, your Abſence, your. 
Silence all ſprung but from one Cauſe, that curſed 
Mutability of Temper, which dammns half your Sex, 
as. fond Belief and . Tenderneſs does ours. I was 
not Ignorant of your Intrigue with Meliſſa, even from 
the. Beginning, to the guilty Rapture which concluded 
it. Yet I was patient, and but to Heaven atcus'd 
you: of Perfidiouſneſs— Fool that I was, I hop'd my 
Truth, my Conſtancy, and Softneſs, in Time, might 
make a Convert of .you-——But now, now that [ 
find you are for ever loft; that Marriage is about 

to give another that Title, which alone is due to me, 
by your own Vows, and by all thoſe Sufferings I have 
bought it with-—— Now, 1 grow, indeed, like you, 
a very Feind] and methinks cou'd ſmile at Miſchief 
is, if you can. if your dare attempt to make 
Semanthe hours; may the Prieſt, about to joyn you, 
be firuck Sperchleſs——— May Earthquakes hats ay 
FORO es | Cron 


— 
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Eraund be Temple's Roof uncliſt . Thunder 
and darting Lightnings proclaim" Heaven's juſt Ab. 
horrence of. your \Mockery of ihe ſacred — 
aud mark the Bri — e à vile Propbaner /— 


But, Oh! fhowd' all the Curſes which my Injuries 
deſerve, aud jealous Fury can invent, fall on . 


eu d Judgments terrifie, or even Pity for me, dif- 
[wade you from her Arms, what wou'd it avail? —— 


Cou'd it afford one gram of Comfort to my tormented 
Soul. No. Since you're mine 10 more, uo mate 
ter whoſe——Your Heart is loft, for: ever loſt to me; 
and wheu' compar d with that, your Body is @ Trifle. 
% on ben pur ſue the Dittares of your chaug- 
ing Nature, be proud of Poxjury, and wanton in 
Deceit. A Time will come, when Remorſe will be 
fuffciently my Avenger. — For me, I ſhall not lo 
endure the pain of Thought; Madntfs,or Death, wi 
eaſe me of Reflection; but while T Dave Life or Senſe 
i know how uery wretched yon have made me, be kind 
enough, at leaft, to feign Compaſſion for the Hoes you 
Sue. And lay the blame of pour Inconſtancy on 
Fate vb unavoidable Impulſe of your Nature. 
or any thing which may mals me think you pity me z 
or fince, in ſpite of all you haue done, I ſtill muſs 

Love you; I wou'd fain imagine you pose of ſome 
one good Quality, to juftifie my Paſſin 05 God! 
T can no'more——Farewel, dear, cruel Deſtroyer 4 
” _ and Mis of the Everlaſting Peace of 


apr The moſt ec 


In ert wur e or + five © Day ah dest, I e 

an Anſwer, which I think proper to repeat, chat 

you' may fee chere is nothing of Rude or Baſe 
impoſſible 


The Sam Rem 3. 
db for a Man to do, ben once a Wo- 
man, oy forfeiting her Hongur, has 3 ! a 19 e 

Powe io de her gs De Bee: , 
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13 Nane Letter ith ſome 8 but 1 q 
none of that Tenderneſs you ſeem to aim at inſpi- 
ring, or what. really has poſſeſs'd my Soul at reading 
ſome of your former ones; nor can you blame my 
Change of Humour, fince your awn Extravagance bas 
been the Cauſe: Believe me, Cleomira! whatever 
in aur Days of Courtſhip we profeſs, the Fxceſs a, 
any Paſſion is ridiculous to a Man of Senſe: 
Love, of all arhers, more excites aur Mirth, than: our 
Pity — That foaliſh Fondueſis with which your Sex. 
fo much abounds, is before Enjoyment charmings 
1 it gives. us an Aſſurance « obtaining all wwe 
727. but afterwards 'tis cloping,  tire/ame, and in 
time grows odic ad your Paſſion, at leaf 
the Show of it, been PA Violent, mine migbit haus 
lad a longer Cominuance; and as there is nathing 
wore unuatural, than that a Woman ſbou'd expeſtre 
Man can 45 in Love with ber always, the beſt: way. 
10 retain his Complaiſance is, wat 10 tate notice of 
bis Alteration, ar oblige bim, by a troubleſome Im. 
 portunity, 10 explain bimſelf in the Manner I now 
am forc d 70. Ca 40 v0 1 confeſs indeed, that I am 
Saing to be marry d to a Lady, whoſe Diſcretion-wuill, 
{ bope, prevent any of thoſe De, and Fealour. 
fees, which firſs made my Amaur with you grow un- 
eaſie. Thos { once loud you, I ſhall ever ackpour 
ledge, and defire you ol' be as juſt in aſſuring 5 
felf, that your vn Miſmanagement ayas tbe Cauſa 4 
2 do. ſo no our. The little Storms of Fury which ap- 
pear 


— 
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6 The Bxirisn Rectuss. 

pear in your Letter, are too frequently met with in 
Stories, to be wonder'd at, and are of as little Con- 
ſequence to move me, to either Fear, or Pity, as your 
proclaiming the Occaſion wou'd be to the Diſadvan- 
tage of my Reputation; but if you can reſolve to con- 
fine your Paſſion within the Bounds of Prudence, tho 
you toſe a Lover, you ſhall always find a Friend in 


1 W LXSAN DER. 

I am very apt, indeed, to believe that Lyſan- 
der in this ſpoke the Senſe of all his Sex; and 
one wou'd think that ſuch an Eclairciſſinent was 
enough to have cur'd me of all Paſſions, but Diſ- 
dain and Hate Nothing ſure was ever ſo in- 
ſulting, ſo impudent, ſo barbarous; yet was my 
Soul, and all its Faculties, ſo truly his, that tho” 
at the firft Reading I reſolv'd not to think of 
him but with Deteſtation, I relaps'd immediately, 
and inſtead of wiſhing I had never ſeen him, 
found a ſecret Pleaſure, even in the midſt of A- 
gony, in the Reflection that he had lov'd me 
once: And, if at any time a ſtart of juſt Reſent- 
ment rouz'd it ſelf within me, when I wou'd 


give it vent in Curſes, a Power ſuperior to Rage 


arreſted the flying Breath, and chang'd it into 
Blefſengs. I ſtill lov'd him with ſuch an Adoration, 
that I cou'd not bring my ſelf to think that any 
thing he cou'd do was wrong, and began indeed 
to lay the Blame of my Misfortune on my own _ 
want of Merit to engage the Continuance of his 
Affection, rather than on any Vice in him; and 
it was with all the Difficulty in the World, I for- 
bore writing to him again, to tell him ſo.— Was 
ever any Infatuation was ever any nas | 
57 equal 
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equal to mine! — Oh God! the bare Remems 
brance of it makes me contemn my ſelf, and ac- 
knowledge, that a Creature ſo meanly Soul'd de- 
ſerv'd nd Hezterf Ne. TOLD 

The poor RecLvss for ſome Moments was. 
able to proceed no farther; a thouſand mingled. 
Paſſions now ſtruggled in her labouring Breaſt, 
with too much Vehemence to be ſuppreſt; and 
throwing her ſelf down on the Couch ſhe fat on, 
began again to pour out the Anguith of her Soul, 
in a Torrent of Tears. Tho” Belinda cou'd not 
forbear ſimpathizing with her, yet finding that 
her Griefs were indeed paſt Remedy, thought 
nothing ſhe _cou'd ſay wou'd any way avail to 
her Conſolation; and only bore her Company in 
this Dumb Scene of Sorrow: But the RecLuse 
had too much Complaiſance and Good-nature,. 
to be able to endure che Influence ſhe perceiy d 
her Afflictions had over the tender Diſpoſition 
of the other, and compoſing her ſelf as well as 
the cou'd, continu'd her Diſcourſe in this Man- 
ner. 8 * Wn bs AS 
If (faid ſhe) I cou'd have found Words of 
Force ſufficient to have vented any of thoſe va- 
rious Paſſions which tormented me,, my afflicted 
Soul, perhaps, might have receiv'd ſome little 
Intervals of Eaſe; but there were none to ex» 
preſs. a Condition ſuch as mine To love to 
the higheſt degree of Tenderneſs, what I ought 
to have abhorr d. To adore what I knew de- 
ſerv'd my utmoſt Scorn,.— To have bury'd Hope, 
and wild Defire ſurvive, — To have Shame, Re- 
morſe, and all the Vultures of conſcious Guilt, 
gnaw on my aking Thought. To wiſn for 
Madneſs, and yet Senſe remain, was Miſery! was 
455 e ON | Horror, 


wx 


3 We Barren Rectvsr,.. 
Horror, fire, Without a Naine ! A thouſand 
Times in à Pay I was about to put an End to 
Life and all irs weight of Anguith: Nor was it 
Reaſon or Religion, but meerly the Conſidera- 
tioti that Death wou'd take from me all Power 
of hearing what became of Ly/ander, that pte- 
Thus did 1 live, if ſuch a State can be call' 
Life, till the Day of Ly/ander's Marriage; but 
when I heard that, imagine you behold a Wretch 
in the moſt raging Fit of Lunacy, and it may 
give you ſome Idea, rhough but 4 fainr one, of 
That T then appear'd! I tore my Cloaths, my 
Face, my Hair, threw my ſelf on the Floor, 
beat my Breaft, made rhe Houſe ring with ec- 
choing Shrieks and Lamentations, and was ſcarce 
reſtrain'd by my Nurſe from running in this man- 
ner to the Church where the Ceremony was per- 
form'd ; and it was but when I had no longer 
Strength to rage, that partly by Force, and part- 
ly'by Perſwafton, ſhe got me into Bed: The 
Violence of my Agitations threw me into a Fra- 
ver; but though I wou'd take nothing but what 
I was compelFd to, and committed Extravagan- 
cies in this Illneſs enough to have kill'd N 
of much a ſtronger Conſtitution than my ſelf, 
yet IL con'd not die: In ſpite of the Malignity 6 
che Diſtemper, in ſpite even of my el I reco- 
'verd. But not all the bodily Ind petto T had 
endur'd, had been able to weaken the Paſſions of 
my Soul; 1 ſtill Jov'd, and ſtill defpair'd— My 
Thoughts were always with Zy/anzer, and pur- 
kd him every where, even to the bridal Bed, 
that Grave where all my Hopes were butied. My 
Nurſe's Houſe happening, untuckily, to ſtand in 2 
. Street 
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gear that in which Zy/ander live 
as 8 7680 "wo RY, had Strength to walk about m 
Chamber, I had the Morkißestiog from my Wins 
dow to behold him and Szmanthe, now his Wite, 
paſs by in their Charior, almoſt 8 2 — "You 
may believe this Sight ve no ſma dition £9 
the Horrors of my Deſpair z dus 11 17 not ! 
tend to repeat what it was I felt, whenever the 
grating Objects met my Eyes; it ſhall faffice'1 — 
ſay tas more than T'cou'd bear, and I refoly'd 
to rid my ſelf of what I hen endur'd, without 
any Apprehenſions'bf what Futurity might give. 
Death was my determin'd Care, but in what 
manner 1 ſhou'd apply it was now my only Stu- 
dy; and, after 4. long Debate in my Mind, Pot- 
fon was the Means I fix d on, as being not only 
the moſt derent; but alſo the moſt private Wa 
[ cou'd perform this Deed of Deſperation, for 
ws undi vg the World ſhou'd be ſenſible of 
what I had done, and wheti I was ne more, pre- 
ſerye my Shame, ſtill flagrant with thoſe. ſcurril 
Dittits, RICH Actions of the Kind'T was about to 
do, are always Themes for. I took Care to conceal 
my Ihtenrions from my Nurſt ; and that ſhe might 
be the ſeſs watchful over me, began ro edunitet- 
feir a Cheatfulneſs, which Heaven Knows was 
far diftant from m. Heart. The poor Woman 
was overjoy'd to find me, as The thought, Id 
much more ealy than I had been, and 1 went out 
one Day, unſuſpected, to procure ' the fatal Drugs: 
I had recourſe to an Aj pothEcary who Had _ 
us d to make up Medivines for out Family, 
becauſe I knew how fcrupulous People 7 chat 
Profeſſion are'oblig'd to be. I told bim, 1 had 2 
little favourite Dog which by ſome Accident 


Was 


8 The Brit15n REoTusx by 
was run mad, and: having made Uſe of a thou- 

fand Experiments for a Cure for him in vain, and 
not enduring to have him deſtroy'd any other 


Way, I wou'd have ſomething to give him, to 


put an End to bis Miſery in the moſt gentle 
manner I cou'd; ſomething of a ſleeping Potion, 
I..faid, which þy degrees ſhou'd ſeize upon the 
Seats of Life, and give a ſure, but eaſy Death. 
The Man look'd on me with a good deal of 
Surprize, and, as I thought, more Penetration 
than I defir'd he ſhou'd have; but, after a little 


Pauſe, went about mixing the Compoſition: I 


was very well pleas'd to think I had fo artfully 
deceiv'd him, and came home with the Phyſick, 
which I deſign'd ſhou'd make a perfect Cure of 


all my Miſeries. As I was going to drink it, I 


began to think I cou'd not leave the World in 
Peace without a Farewel ro my unjuſt, bur ſtill 
too dear Ly/ander z- and taking up ſome Paper, 
writ to him theſe Lines. _ n 


To the dear Ruiner of my Soul and Body. 
Ea 


A® my Paſſion for you was built on @ more laſ- 
k ing Foundation than that of  your's to me, /o 


not all your Cruelty can have Power to. ſhake it 1 


muſt be yours, though you ceaſe to deſire I ſhowd be 
fo; and fince I cannot hope, nay, now you are ano- 
thers, dare not wiſh any future Teſtimonies of my Af 
Fection ſhou'd_be pleaſing, I take the only means 10 
rid you of the Trouble : A Dranght of Poiſon flands 
before me, and the Moment I conclude this Letter, 
1 take my Journey to that World whence there is 
no Return hat will be my Portion there I know 
rot; but am ſure of this, that if deparied Souls have 
5 | any 
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any Intelligence of what's acted here, your Pity fur 
my Fate will mitigate the ſbarpeſt Torments. A ten- 
der Sigh ' ſometimes, not even my Rival wou d deny; 
and perhaps, a Time may come, when yon ſhall own 
I merited much more: I do' not, however, 'wiſh v 
ſhou'd be touch'd too deeply with Remorſe— You are 
too dear to me, for me to defire to giuve you Pain 
Remember me, if you can, with ſome little Softneſs—— 
Make not my Sufferings the Subject of your Ridicule, 
nor ſeem pleas'd if you bear others do ſo; and when- 
ever my want of Beauty, Wit, or any other Charm, 
riſes as an Evidence againſt me, let my exalted Ten- 
derneſs ſtill ballance that Deficiency z and reſted, that 
2 _— liv'd, /o now I die, my dear, dear Ly- 


Only yours, 
Le CLEOMI RA; | 


I kept my Word, indeed; for as ſoon as I had 
ſeal'd this up, I drank the Ingredients I. had 
brought home with me—— I drank it without 
the leaſt Alarm, or any of choſe Apprehenſions 
which ſo terrify the Minds of moſt People at the 
Approach of Death, ſo much had Deſpair hard- 
ned my Heart, and ftupify'd my Reaſon. In a- 
bove an Hour, either the Draught itſelf, or the 
Force of my Imagination that it muſt be ſo, ope- 
rated fo ſtrongly through my Veins, that I grew 
exceeding ſick; and tearing the Effects wou'd 
come before I had ſettled thoſe Affairs I had in 
my Head, I call'd haſtily for my good old Nurle. 
It was almoſt Midnight, and ſhe was in Bed, and 
believing I had been ſo too, was not a little 
frighted when ſhe came into my Chamber, and 
found me dreſs'd as I 9 been all Day, and with 


ſome- 
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fornathingvin my Countenance, as ſhe ſaid, of a 
Horror impoſſible tobe expreſs d. E ſent for you 
(cſaid l) to take my everlaſting Leave to thank 
you for the faithful Services I have receiv'd from 
vou, and to make what Recompence my leſſen'd 
Circumſtanoes habe left me Power to do. The 
poor Creature ftar'd in my Face all the time I 
was {peaking, but the Aſtoniſnment the was in 
made her eixher incapable of Undetſtanding me, 
or tool away the Power of anſwering: Be not 
ſorpriz'd" (reſum'd I) I tell you this Night — 1 
knew not but this Hour, is the laſt of my Life 
Pherefote; while have Voice to utter the Mean- 
ings of my Soulʒ I charge you be attentive, and 
perform my laſt Requeſts. She certainly thought 
my Griefs had turnd my Brain, and haſtily in- 
torrupting me, as I ſpoke theſe Words, For Hea- 
vens ſake, Madam, (ſaid ſhe) give not way to 
the Suggeſtions of ydur: Melancholy; you are 
now, God be prais'd, pretty well recover'd from 
am Ilineſs in which we had juſt Reaſon to deſpair 
6f you You are now, as it Were, riſen from 
the Grave, and the ſignal Deliverance ſhows that 
you are deſtinꝰd for happier Days than thoſe. you 
yet Have ſeen Af do not then (continued 
the; with Tears in her Eyes) endeavour to diſ- 
appoint the Deſigns of your all- wiſe Preſerver; 
by jadulging Grief to prey upon your Sevſes-for 
the Loſs of an unworthy Perſon, whom at your 
return of Reaſon you muſt ſcorn. IJ cou'd not 
ſuffer her to proceed in this Manner, but cutting 
her off from what ſhe was going to ſay, No 
more (ery'd I;) if by an ill- tim d and unmannerly 
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Leal you wou'd: not forfeit all that good Opi- 
nion your Fidelity and Obedience has hitherto | 


In- 


Fr” He + 
The Baxvrom Recuvssm 8 
inſpir'd— once more I tell you, that I cannot 
will not live Death is already buſy at my Heart, 
and, if I make not haſte, may rob me of the only 
With I now can form, and you of the Glory of 
ſerving to the laſt a Miſtreſs, who if ſne had the 
Power wou'd more expreſs her Gratitude———— 
Therefore, in few Words, by all that Fruth and 
Honeſty which I believe you poſſeſsd of, I conjure 
you to deliver a Letter you will find on the Table 
into Ly/ander's Hands, the Moment I expire, — to 
tell him that his Inconſtancy was my Death, and 
to relate the Manner of it in the moſt moving 
Terms you can invent. This is all J have to ask, 
or to command, as to my Funeral order it as 
you pleaſe, but let me not be laid too near my 
Parents, left my guilty Aſhes ſhou'd diſturb. the 
facred Repoſe of theirs-—Al] that remains of my. 
broken Fortune, after Jam laid in Earth, is yours. 
Though I ſpoke this with all the Solemnity ima- 
* it was to little Purpoſe, ſhe ſtill took it 
or the Effects of my Melancholy, and began to 


reſume her Difſwaſions from letting ſuch ſad 


Thoughts get the better of my Reaſon ; and 1 
was forc'd to tell her what I had done, before I 
cou'd make ber believe I was in any Danger of 
Death. But never did Amazement and real Grief 
appear more lively than in the Face of this poor 
Wretch, at what I told her: At firſt ſhe was 
entirely mute, and when ſhe had Power to ſpeak, 
her Words were nothing but Exclamartions : 
Then, on a ſudden, thinking they were fruitleſs, 
was running for a Phyſician, for a Divine, and 
raiſing the whole Town for my Preſervation z nor 
cou'd any thing I ſhou'd have ſaid have prevented 
her, if my Strength IR prevail'd ro _ 
| | 2 cr 
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84 The BRITISH RECLUSE, 
her into a Chair, and holding her there, oblig'd 
her to hear me tell her, that the Poiſon I had 
taken was not of a Nature to be expell'd, or if 
it were, had now lain too long in me to be de- 
priv'd of its Operation. Nay (ſaid I) put the 
Caſe that what I have done, ſhou'd, by any means 
that I ſhou'd be compell'd to uſe, be rendred 
fruitleſs— not all the World ſhou'd force me to 
live another Day—— If I cannot die the way I 
chuſe, ſtill I will me way if not by Poiſon, 
there are Knives or Cords -— My Garters may 
be my Executioners— Or if deny'd theſe In- 
ftruments, you cannot hinder me from ſtrang- 
ling my ſelf with my own Hands, or daſhing 
out my Brains againſt the Wall To thoſe re- 
folv'd,, Death always is at Call. I ſpoke [theſe 
Words with a real Deſign to do as I ſaid, and if 
ſhe had got Liberty to have brought any Perſons 
in to reſtrain me, I had certainly that Moment 

raken ſome unfailing Method to prevent any thin 
they cou'd have done to fave me: But with theſe 
and the like Speeches, at laſt I perſwaded her to 
content herſelf with lamenting my Deſperation, 
without endeavouring to do any thing to remove 
it. And having convinc'd her of my Obſtinacy 
to die, to ſpare the Infamy of Self- murder, ſhe 
promis'd me to keep the Deed conceal'd, and 
give out I died of an Apoplexy : Bur I thought 
ſhou'd never have prevail'd on her to carry the 
Letter to Ly/ander, her Abhorrence ro him as 
the Author of all my Misfortunes, and now of 
my Death, was ſo great, that ſhe aſſur'd me the 
Task of dying with me wou'd be far leſs ſevere 
than the beholding ſuch a Monſter ; but my 
Tears and repeated Entreaties at laſt overcame 
| all 
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aff 
(for I wou'd not in that Caſe truſt her Promiſe ) 
that ſhe wou'd in the Morning ſee him and ſay 
all that I requir'd. In a very little Time after 
I had brought her into the Diſpoſition I defir'd, 
I found a prodigious Heavineſs, like that indeed 
of Death, ſeize on my Spirits; and making no 
doubt bur that the fatal Moment was at hand, 
with my Nurſe's A ſſiſtance (though, poor Soul, 
ſhe was in too -great an Agony to be able to af- 
ford me much) I got my ſelf undreſs'd and put 
to Bed, where I had not lain long before I loſt 
all Senſe of every Thing Ly/ander's Charms 
his Cruelty— my Ruin and Deſpair, were now 
no more remember'd— Oh! if one were ſure to 
enjoy that Tranquility in a real Death, that 1 
did in my imaginary one, none wou'd ſurvive 
their Happineſs. At my return to Thought, that 
is, when I was loos'd from the Bands of Sleep, 
for it was no more which had bound down my 
Senſes, I was in a Conſternation impoſſible to be 
expreſs'd———1T look'd on my ſelf, then round the 
Room, and I believe twou'd have been pleaſant 
enough, if any body had been Witneſs of it, to 
have obſerv'd the Oddneſs of my Behaviour ar 
my firſt waking : I remember'd very well what 
had paſs'd before I went to Bed, and cou'd not 
reconcile ſo ſeeming a Contradiction as that I 
ſhou'd be ſtill in a World I believ'd I had taken 
ſuch effectual Meaſures to be freed from. As I 
was in this Dilemma, my Nurſe came into the 
Chamber, not with her Eyes o'erflow'd with 
Tears, and 3 her Hands, as ſhe had done 
the Night before, but with all the Marks of a 
moſt perfect Satisfaction, and kneeling down by 
CG 3 the 


her Scruples, and I engag'd an Oath from her 
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dead, I began to conſid 


— 


the Bedſide, neftify'd her Joy in moſt fervem 
Thankſgivings to that Divine Power which had 
ſo graciouſly been pleas'd to difappoint the un- 
natural Purpoſe of my Heart. I cou'd not fer- 
bear interrupting her Ejaculations by ſome wild 
fort of Enquiries how I came to be ſtill Heng, 
which The preſently ſatisfy'd me in theſe Words. 
When I had left you ( aj ſhe) inall Appearance 

"of the Promiſe you had 
oblig'd me to make, and it being near Morning, 


got my ſelf ready to go with your Letter, reſol- 
ving to take no Notice of your Death to my Fa- 
mily till my Return: After I had diſoharg'd that 
unwelcome Errand, I found a Man waiting at 
home ro ſpeak with me, and he told me, rhe chief 
of it was ro enquire if a Lady who lodg'd here 
was well, and then nam'd hon I was too much 
confounded at the Queſtion to be able to anſwer 
him without trembling and faulrering in my 
Speech, though, as well as I cou'd, I ſaid 3 he- 
ped you were, that I left you fo laſt Night: 1 
wih (reſum'd he, taking me aſide) ſhe may con- 
tinue ſo. Then, Madam, he told me be was 
the 'Apothecary from whom yor had demanded 
Poiſon, but ſuſpecting you deſ ud it for ſome 
other Uſe than what you pretended, and fearing 
if he ſhould deny, you might procure it from 
ſome other, he had deceiv'd you with an Opiate, 
which cou'd be no way prejudicial to rhe Health 
of the Perſon that took it, though it woud hold 
the Senſes in a much deeper and longer Sleep 
than what was Natural He ſaid -atfo, that 
Be had caus'd you to be watch'd home, to the 
End that he might relate the Truth to thoſe a- 
bout you, if any ching of what he imagin'd 
—_— = 2 ſhou'd 
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ſhou'd ha ppen. I was ſo impatient to know hac 
Tgſander had ſaid, ſince I found ſhe had been with 
him, that I cou'd not give my ſelf much Time b 
reflect on what ſhe told — the Apo- 
thecary, but I found her willing to evade repeat- 
ing the Manner of his Behaviour, and griefs\d 
by that he was inhumane to the laſt. — What, 
(kid 1) was he not ſhock'd to hear I died for 
him? If I cou'd believe, that after ſo fatal 
a Proof of Love he cou'd:perfift in his Barbarnth, 
I ſhou'd rejoice my [Purpoſe was (defeated, aud 
wou'd live to ſcorn him Af you are in an- 
neſt ( interrupted ſhe) and can, indeed, continue 
in a Reſolution ſo truly Noble, Iwill inform diu 
of all. Which after my aſſuring her I won'd do, 
the went on in this manner. I gave your Letter 
to him (ſaid the) and after looking it carcheſiy 
. Miſtreſs ſure is Mad | ( eryid e 
with an Air Contempt) I long have tho 
her ſo, and the Romantic Stuff che has wfit/me 
here, conmſirms it. Indeed, Madam, (dontinùed 
the good: Creature) I had {ſcarce Power to] 
frain flying in his Face; but though my Hands 
forbore any Indignities, I gave m/ Tongue free 
Scope; and when I had told him. nay1{wore, 
as well 1 might, for [firmly 1 bolieetd l lit, that 
vou were really dead, 1 call'd him every Name 
1 cou'd invent, of Baſe, Penfidious and Deceit ful; 
but he em d. as little to regard the oY 'b-was 
in as the News I brought him, and on ſay- 
ing If ſhe be dead the Letter requires no An- 
ſwer, therefore be gone and craſe your Clamout; 
but not finding 1 was very haſty to do as he hid 
me, for, methoughr it was ſome little Satisfa- 


Sion to upbraid this Monſter, he call'd ne of 
G4 15 


his Servants to turn me out of Doors, and walk'd 
from me as unconcern'd as though I had brought 
achim an Account of the moſt indifferent Affair 


that cou'd have happen'd. I was too well ſatis- 
fy'd in the Integrity of this good old Woman to 
55 — the Truth of what ſhe ſaid, and it was 
now that I began to feel that Reſentment which 
by a thouſand Barbarit ies he had long before de- 
ſerv'd. And, after ſome little Struggles between 
departing Tenderneſs and growing Hate Tis 
done (faid I) Reaſon, at laſt, has gain'd a Con- 
queſt over all that Softne/s which has hitherto be- 
tray d me to Contempt Now will live, and 
Love alone ſhall die Nurſe brought ſo many 
and well- grounded Arguments to ſtrengthen me 
in this Reſolution, and expreſs'd her Meaning in 
'a Manner ſo much beyond what cou'd be expect- 
ed from her, that I have often thought ſhe 
Was that Moment inſpir'd by Heaven to aſſiſt 
my Weakneſs. In ſhort, I gave the Thoughts 

of Death entirely over: I couꝰd not endure, how- 

ever, to appear publickly in the World again, 
andi as — LOW believ'd me dead, I was willing 
every Body elſe ſhou'd do ſo too; I order'd a 
Mill to be drawn according to Law, in which I 
made Nurſe my Heir and ſole Executrix, and ſhe 
has perform'd every Thing I deſir'd with ſuch 
Exactneſs and Fidelity, that not a Relation or 
Acquaintance has the leaſt Notion of my being 
living: It was ſhe who heard of the Convenience 
of this Houſe for boarding in, but I wou'd not 
let ber come to make any Agreement for me, 
becauſe ſhe might chance to be known, and con- 
ſequently the Perſon ſhe recommended gueſs'd 
ar: Since the Time of my being here ſhe ma- 
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nages my little Fortune, receives the Income of 
it when due, and gives me an Account of it eve- 
ry Quarter, which is all the Buſineſs I have to 
do in this uneaſy World. Thus, Madam, have 
1 given you a faithful Account of the Cauſes 
which induc'd me to this Retirement; and I be- 
lieve, you will own that they are ſuch as merit 
no leſs than my whole Life's Contrition. For, 
as Mr. Waller very elegantly expreſſes it, 

Dur Paſſions gone, and Reaſon in her Throne, 
_. Amaz'd we 2 the Miſchiefs we have done! _ 
Though Belinda had conceiv'd the higheſt 
Eſteem and Friendſhip imaginable for this fair 
Unfortunate, and was willing to offer every thin 
in her Power for her Conſolation, yet ſhe cou 
not diſapprove the Juſtice of her Lamentations, 
or the Reſolution ſhe had taken of concealing 
herſelf. So much of the Night was taken up in 
the RecLvse's Hiſtory, that Belinda was oblig'd 
to defer her's till the next Day; but the other 
engag'd her to come into her Chamber early in 
the Morning, and as ſoon as Breakfaſt was over, 
demanded the Performance of her Promiſe, which 
the readily comply'd with, and ſtruggling with 
' ſome Sighs, which her akeing Heart ſent forth, 
on recolleCting the Paſſages ſhe was about to ut- 
ter, began her Relation in this Manne... 
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| Y Cannot (ſaid ſhe) boaſt either of a Family or 
1 any natural or acquir'd Endowments, which 
cou'd entitle me to thoſe Hopes the lovely and 
accompliſſid Cleomira might reaſonably depend 
vi . n | On: 
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on: My Father was, indeed, à Gentleman, and 
if his Eſtate was not the greateſt, yet it was ſu- 
perior to moſt Commons, who had taken no o- 
ther Meaſures to enlarge their Poſſeſſions than 
What was conſiſtent with Honey and that tran- 
quil State of Life, which, I believe, he wou'd 
not have forſook to have been Maſter of both 
| Judies : And though my Education was only ſuch 
as the Country affords, yet, had I follow'd thoſe 
Precepts which my Infancy was taught, it had 
been ſufficient to have reftrain'd me from doing 
any thing which cou'd draw on me the Con- 
tempt of the World. I had ithe:Misfortune to loſe 
borh my Parents within a Year of one another; 
ut my Father (Who was the, longeſt Survivor) 
had, a little before his Death, provided me a 
Husband, 2 Gentleman f Who long had lov'd me, 
and Who was, indeed, deſerving of a much bet- 
ter Match: His Perſon | was extreamly graceful 
and well turn d, bis Behaviour. affable: to all, 
and complaiſant as far as Siuceniiy wou'd permit, 
Mis Solidity of Judgment and ſound Reaſoning 
Jurpriz'd thoſe-of twice his Years, and though 
he had a peculiar Sweetneſs ef Diſpoſition Which 
made it impoſſible for him to be an Euemy to any 
one, yet Was it temper'd with a due Regard to 
that Principle of Honour Which forbids any 
Frienuſbip with the vicious Part! of Mankind, or 
for any private End or Intereſt to pretend it: 
Virtue and Wit, though in Rags, never fail'd to 
excite his higheſt Praiſes and moſt zealous E- 
+Reem, .'and Fol and Baſeneſi, though adorn'd 
With Grandeur, his Contempt and open Dete- 
tation. It was impoſſible for a Heart ſo antirely 
unptepoſſeſsd as mine then was, „ 
. | Ob- 


—_ Tiw'Burresi ReeLUSs. . bf 
Objeckion te à Ferſon ſueh as I have deſerib'd, . 
Splenaly when fecommended by à Father, who 
1 knew renderly 16y'd- me, and was moſt warch- 
fol for my "Happineſs ; bot as 1 had ne Nepng- 
nance, fo alſo I had no extraor@inaty SatisfattHon in 

the Thoughts of this Match: I felt no Hopes, 

no Fears, o Wiſhes, no Impatience, nor knew 
what "twas'to be uneaſy or tranſported. When 
I ſaw Worthiy (for that was the Name of this 
excellent Man) I was well enough pleas'd, in- 
deed, but when I faw him not I was the ſame 3 
in fine, every thing was indifferent to me, and 
had this Inſenfibiliry continu'd I had liv'd one 
of the moſt contented Women im the World. 
Every Thing being concluded on, a Day was 
fix'd for the Celebration of our Marriage z but 
on the 'fudden Death of my Father, which hap- 
pen'd about a Weck before, for Decency's' ſake, 
it was put off to a longer Time; nor cow 

mim (ardent Lover 'as all 'his Action {po 
him) ſay any Thing to the contrary. He — * 

ſtamly Wigted me every Day, and I looking o 
him as a Man ordain'd by Heaven, and him Ie 
had the Diſpoſal of me, for my Husband, allsw'd 
him all the Freedom of Converſation imaginable. 
The Alteration which the Death of my Father 
had made in our Family, gave him an Opportu- 
nity of proving his Love and Generoſity in a man- 
ner which juſtly render'd him very dear to my 
Eftcem (oh wow'd to Heaven it had to my eddi 
too) bur I have ſince found there is an Infinity 
of Diſtance between Love and Priendthip. N 
Father, little ſuſpecting he was ſo near his End, 
had made no Will, and being poſſeſs'd of ſcafce 
any 'perſonal Eſtate, and the rev! deſcending to 
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my Brother, then a Student in the Univerſity, 
it was generally fear'd among our Relations, that 
my ſelf and younger Siſter wou'd be entirely 
Portionleſs: This Diſcourſe ſoon reach'd Forth- 
Iy's Ears, and he came to me one Day with a 
more than ordinary Satisfaction in his Counte- 
nance, to tell me, that nothing cou'd have hap- 
pen'd more lucky for his Wiſhes, than this means 
of teſtifying to me and the whole World, that 
it was my Love alone he was ambitious of, and 
that he was ſo far from deſiring my Brother ſhou'd 
make good any thing of what my Father had 
promis d, that he wou'd not be depriv'd of the 
Glory of proving himſelf not altogether unwor- 
thy my Regard, by marrying me without a For- 
Tune, to receive with me the Treaſure of an Em- 
pire. I muſt have been void both of Gratitude 
and common Senſe, if I had not facknowledg'd 
this Behaviour to have been generous above the 
Rank of ordinary Lovers; eſpecially, when 1 
conſider'd it cou'd be none of thoſe idle Compli- 
ments which Men are often full of when they 
think we have no Occaſion to make Uſe of their 
Service: I knew Wortbly's Temper too well to 
ſuſpect the Sincerity of what he ſaid, and knew 
alſo, that he was too well acquainted with my 
Brother's Character to expect any Thing from 
him. He was when he leſt our Houſe extream- 
ly Wild and Thoughtleſs, wholly addicted to his 
Pleaſures, and ſeem'd ſo little inclinable to any 
ſolid Reflections for the good of his Family, or 
himſelf, indeed, that it was the univerſal Diſ- 
courſe of the Country, that he wou'd make but 
an ill Uſe of his Patrimony : But he diſappointed 
the Belief of every Body; and when he came 
We from 
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from the Univerſity, (as he did ſoon after my 
Father's Death, to take Poſſeſſion, he being more 
than of Age; ) he made it appear that Learning is 


the beſt Poliſner of the Principles, as well as 
Manners, of thoſe who apply themſelves ſeri- 
ouſly to it. He ſettled the Affairs of the Fa- 
mily in a faſhion, beyond what cou'd have 
been hop'd; and having heard of my intended. 
Marriage with Forthly, and what my Father 
deſign'd to give me, ſaid he wou'd be far from 
contradicting the Will of ſo good a Parent, tho”. 
not compell'd to it by any form of Law; and 
| ſending for a Scrivener, not only made me Mi- 
ſtreſs of the Fortune which had been promis'd, but 
bound himſelf to give my Siſter the ſame, when- 
ever ſhe ſhou'd Marry or come of Age; and 
becauſe there was no ready Mony left, he made 
over the Eſtate to pay ir, reſerving 'only to him» 
ſelf a Competency to maintain him at the Uni- 
verſity, whither he ſoon went back, and deſigns 
to continue ſome Years. My Brother's Gene- 
roſity did not, however, leſſen my Obligations 
to Worthiy; my Eſteem for him encreas'd' daily, 
and he had, indeed, ſo many excellent Qualities, 
that it was impoſſible, but the more one knew 
him, the more one ſhou'd find to admire: In 
fine, all that I knew of Love was his, nor had 
I the leaſt Notion, there was any thing farther 
in. that Paſſion, than what he had inſpir'd me 
with.— Happy had I been never to have been 
undeceiv'd, but my ill Fate decreed it other- 
wiſe, and ſad Experience ſoon  inform'd me 
E the Effects of Love are not Tranguility and 
0 V. a 


" 17 0 * 14 
f 1 8 £ + 


Not 


o : 


* . * 
8 = Wee ** WI N 2 Rc 0 8 A — 
a : 3 I N err 5 „ / > EP” 
- er 3 . g Fa 4 7 — \ * ö , Hy £ * 8 By x = _ . 
_ 7 £ l — d 5 . x — — 1 — — — 
— . — J : ** - — a 8 — r * F Ms 8 N W ern ** S OTE =D 
x * 9 5 = - l _ — 4 "I E * < Nr — — 
— > 2 * 4 r K* — — . — — . : - : « < ——— . — 4 - — - — m 2 < Ir” on = S *. ho > TOTS 4 = 2 —.— 
- & — — Frag - e > » N 4 — — N n a . _ — 82 I » * 5 — — 252.4 * m 1 * . — a — i 2 - — 5 - - 8 2 
ODDO ĩ r Rn en oy —— . OO OT OR DO CI RT LM EEE 4 > Sang: = —— r 
EY ERS CD I CE EST Eo nent EET IE TE EIS EEE ao emer nn .. — — . — = = : 2 3 Ea —— I - - 
e - + _ p . — + w_ a as : — I * J = on EI, N re * 7 : > 5 — 829 j FIC - —— 
5 3 2 - q - £ — * 12 1 5 2 . : _ £ 8 g 7 : PLLA, 3 aſe" e 0 — — 
a 2 A wo, % 4 4 a : 4 " _ p » * ”- 4% bs ha 1 : 2 ſe „ 418 bh , = N 2 R 4 3 . 4 cs TS <a, 
* 8 8 * 2 1 l R E k Sony __—_ De SED 8 1 < as . wy ak Ls hs oY #4 b * . 1 3 n ” » 22 > 2 1 2 by 4 9 > Labs - 
5 — 3 l 25 c * > RES 3 oe. © n P 4 . — rern n Sb — Wes — n . — 0 C 4 7 Fs. 4 = 2 e 2 2 q — * 2 oy * 3 2 N n = 
* by p > «AS v6 _ p ” >< +298, * 8 23 2 n 1] oy $24 I * n 1 n P + CES 41 r 1 2 — eo. robs fad. + \ Y ” * - 2 he, yr + 9g — — — 
ont : p tobrg * > LS NN A FR me = EE ES IEEE Y] ; > > 2 I \ 8 tow ; deer 85 2 r 5 "0 : 5 
& > 300" . WW "SR I £ + r 8 N Rs * — S 5 LT. 3 2 x l \ 
7 r 3 1 3 4 ; 8 R Ly * , gym” ISS: n * 3 * 8 
e 2 " — I "4 lar he 8 4 — * 4 * 4 * * * Y 
= Wh — * * * * 


rn — 
CL CERES 
72 5 * 
8 i l 1 
* — 1 


— — . — 
x: 
— 2 
S 
N 


a” a g 
* . * 
" LEES 5 N 


Church) ſince the Death o 


4 The BRITISH ReEcLush, 
Not having been at any publick: Place (except 
— 25 Father, Worthij 
wou'd needs perſuade me to go in his Coach to 
ſe mous, Horſe-race, which Was to be run a 
liles diſtant from the Place where we 
liv'd : There was a prodigious Concourſe of Peo- 
ple, and great part of them of the beſt Faſhion 
in the Country round about; the Sight, gave us 
a great deal of Diverſion; and when it was over, 


Harthly conducted my ſelf and Siſter (for I took 
her Firb me) to a Houſe, where there was a 
noble Collation prepar'd for our Entertainment; 


and in this, as in every thing elſe, be reftify'd the 
Pride he took in obliging me: As we were re- 
turning Home, the Coachman having drank too 
plentifully, drove in ſuch a furious Manner (in 


_— Maſter's often calling to him to take 


are) that we were oyer- turn d; none of us were 
hurt, but this Accident was the oceaſion of a 
Mis fortune much worſe than any thing that cou'd 
have happen'd by the Fall. A Gentleman who 
Was riding the ſame Way, and ſaw all that paſs'd; 
came up to us, and aligbhtiog from, bis Horſe, 
made us ſeveral Compliments on the Occaſion, 


and, perceiving the Condition our Coaehman 


was in, entreated Worthiy to accept of a Servant 
he had with him, who be ſaid had often drove 
a Coach, and underſtood it very well: The. 
Eright that my Siſter and I were in made 
Harihly gladly accept of the Offer; and imme - 
diately the young Man, by his Maſter's Com- 
mand, chang'd Seats with the Coachman: All 
the time of our little Journey, the obliging 


Stranger rode by the Coach ſide, and entertain'd 


us with a world of Gallantryz for, beſides the 
10697 © - Charms 
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The Barvisw Rxctivst: 95 
Charms of his Perſon, which nothing ſure: cou'd 
ever equalize, his manner of -Adfrels had ſome» 
thing in it ſo inexpreſſibly engaging, that had 
Cleomira (cen him, Lyſander wou d have appear d 
Ic lovely. The REoœLus E coud not bear 
ſhaking her Head, and fighing, at łheſt Wörds 3 
as helicving it impoſſible for any Man to be poſ⸗ 
ſeſt of Graces, which cou'd obſcure thoſe; of her 
Lyſander ; but ſhe: wou'd: not interrupt the other 
by entring into an Argument, which twas pro- 
bable they ſhou'd not eaſily agree upon, and Halinda 
went on thus. HForthly (continued. ſhe) was in- 
finitely. charm'd with his; Converſation, and gave 
me to underſtand, when we came near Home, 
that I cou'd do no leſs, in return to the Cixili- 
ties he had ſhew'd us, than invite; him in: My 
Complaiſance for him was ſufficient to have 
made me yield to his Deſire, in a much greater 
Matter; but, alas! I granted this with a Plea - 
fare, which at that Time I knew not the mean - 
ing of, nor once imagin'd, that from the Wit 
and Beauty of this lovely Unknown I had dran 
in an Infection at my Eyes and Ears, which mix+ 
ing with my whole Maſs of Blood, was to poi- 
ſon all the Quiet of my future Days: I cannot 
tell you what twas I felt, while in his Preſence; 
but it was a Mixture of Delight and Pain, a 
kind: of racking Joy, and pleaſing: Anguith. He 
ſtay'd not very long at our Houſe, Haorthly' was 
impatient to have him at his own,. that he might; 
min a Faſhion which he wou'd not take the Free- 
dom to uſe in ours, requite the Civilities we had 
receiv'd from him on the Road; and it was not 
till I was left alone, and had Leiſure for Reflectis- 
on, that 1 found my ſelf ee, | 
1 | | Or 
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96 The BRITISH REcLuss. 
for this Stranger, what FYorthly's conſtant Aſſi- 
duity, and my Knowledge of his many Virtues, 
never cou'd' inſpire. I ſuffer'd many Conflicts 
on the firſt Diſcovery that it really was Love, 
which fo ſuddenly, and without Reaſon, had ta- 


ken Poſſeſſion of my Soul: My juſt Senſe of the 


Obligations I had ro Worthiy, and my Engage- 
ments to him, (from which I cou'd not without 
both Ingratitude and Diſhonour recede) and my 
wild Paſſion for a Man, who, perhaps, might 
never regard me with any thing more than an 
Indifference, —a Man who 'twas likely might 
be already married, or prepoſſeſs'd with a more 
deſerving Object, — a Man whoſe Temper, 
Principles, and Circumſtances, were altogether 
unknown to me, fill'd me at once with Shame, 
Remorſe, Confuſion, and Deſpair. My Mind in 
this Diſorder, *twou'd be needleſs to ſay it was 
impoſlible for Sleep to enter my Eyes; I paſs'd 
the Night in a manner vaſtly different from all 
I had ever known before; nor did the Day 


bring any more Tranquility. In the Afternoon, 


Forthly, according ro Cuſtom, came to viſit 
me; but, alas! his Preſence was now no longer 
welcome, nor cou'd all his good Qualities have 
render'd him ſupportable, had not his whole Diſ- 


courſe been of the too lovely Stranger. He told 


me, that he had been inform'd by himſelf of all 


his Circumſtances; that he was a Baronet, his 


Name Sir Thomas Courtal; that having made the 
Tour of Europe, he thought his Travels wou'd 
not be complear, unleſs he cou'd'be able to give 
as good an Account of the Kingdom he was 
born in, as of others; and to that End, was 
proceeding in his Progreſs, thro' every County 
2 | in 


TheiBgrvise REcuusn of 
in which rhorÞÞwas any ching rare or Viſuab{6t6' 
be ſeen Heradded to this e o\ many 
Encomiums on the gracesof" Bis i, the 
charms of his Wit, andi the ſeeming Beese 'of 
bis on; that had: Hnet been already to 
much prepoſſeſs d in his Favour, what he Ad was 
enough to have made me 167" ao on my 
Intereſt with you, (ſaid this/unſuſpeRtii Ever}. 
L have engagid, chat vou fhall give me Nabe 16 
bring him ' to wait on yd ſomelimęs, Whlle this 
part of the Country is ha 8 
which» — is! 150king 2 
me) will be long enough to fee wy bee 
Title oft: your: Husband. O God! wich wha 
Emotion did my Beſom ſwell, When the Pre 
nounc'di theſe: Words] a thoufand times 1 015 us 
bout ton lay open all the weakneſs of my 800, 
and warn hind of [fol dangercus 4 —— of 
Shame as often deprivꝰd me of the Po r 
Ves, I proteſt, it — mei Ooncern I. caifddt 
well expreſs, to ſee chis generous, this unden gu hos 
Man, thus lay a Snare for the Beltzuctton Gf 
own Hopes: Vet, how cpu d L avo¹d it, rl 
out making a Confeſſion too ſhocking 
Modeſty or his Paſſion. to be able to 1 15 
fine. -having ſaid nothing; to oppoſe ir be 
brought him the next Daylto viſir me, a4 the) ey 
became ſo iſtimate in a lle time, that · he are 
ever catie Wi hout him. O what's Tr al is 
this for a Heart ſo inexperieneid as mind! Huw: - 
did I ſtruggle to repel my dail -encreaſing Wim“ 
es? and how ſtrenuouſſy did f endeavouf ro bur» 
ballance Courtals enchiiming Graces, by the fand 
Perfe&ions:of the other? But all in vain; Vibe 
1 Flame grew hi © aa by my Artewprs th 
; "ON 
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hen on any Occaſion he touch d my Hand; 


The BBITI Sn Rucetuvsr: 
quell it, and a little amt convin&d mo, chat Al- 
mighty Love deſpiſes all Controul! JPorchiy's 
continual. Sollicitaions for the Celebration of 

ur Marriage, render d him more diſagreeable, 
and the Trouble he put me to in findmg Ex- 
cuſes to delay it, made cho Sight of him intolle- 
rable: He had too much enetratiom, not to dif- 
cover there was an Alteration in my Behaviour; 


hut having never receiv d Teſtimonies: of any 


thing more than my Eſteem, imagin'd: it pro- 
Ka 2 eded only from the little Inclination he had 
always found in me to change my Condition, and 
redoubled his Preſſure in ſuch a manner, 48 
made me ſtand in ared of much more Artifice than 
I was Miſtreſs of, to put him off, without letting 


him into the Seeret af my Reaſon for it. To 


heighten my Averſion, and ſtrengthen my Ob- 
the charming Courtals Eyes a certain Languiſh- 
ment they were not us'd to wear; 'Fofren heard 
him ſigb, obſerv'd him to look pale and tremble 


* 


pꝑtoms which I now began to know, were infalli- 
le Tokens of a Tenderneſi, far beyond that which 
ſprings from bare Eſteem. And while I flatter'd 


wy fond Wiſhes with a Belicf, that I was ſecret- 


ly. belov'd by him, I. began inſenſibly to hate 
the other, whom I look d upon a the only Bar 
'twixt. me and all whe Joys this World cou? 
give. 'Tho' Van vas one of the moſt obſe- 


quious Lovers tharx ever was, yet he was too 


Ser to brook a Delay, for which he coud af- 
ſign no Reaſon; and finding me ſtill more and 


more averſe to any Diſcourte of Marriage, he 


e 4 pe 


Tue Bantam Rectory aw 
ſpeak to mo, and learn the Cuuſe, if: poflibleyi 
why [ ſhau'd now refuſe, het tif my Father 
Death had not deferr'd): bad been granted with: 
my free Comſemt many Months beſare. I ſuſſer d 
a vaſt deal of | Perſecution from all thoſe Heople 
he had engagid in his batereſt, and I know non 
Vat the unanfwerable Arguments they pleaded: 
in his Favour might not at laſt have: perſuaded ma 
to, if he had ndr (Ob illedirected and unluckx 
Choice) employ'd even his adord Nival ton i 
this Affair! L was one Day in my Chamber mu- 
ſing, and full af unſettled Reſoſutions, hem 
was told that Caumtal was below 5 higvery: Name 
alarm d me but/when;I:came! down, and found 
he was alone, tis impoſſible to gueſs at my Sure 
prize: he eafaly{ perceiv*d-it in tny-Cau 
and approa 


atenandey 

ching me with! the moſt huwbla and 
fubmiſſive Air, Gueſt; Madam! (ſaid ho) o6 fs 
ketlc Merit as the unhappy! Caurtai would have 
mall reaſon t hope a Welcome hre, if his Fre- 
ſumption were not authariz'd: by him, whoy 
bleft with the Divine Beidals Lone, knowy 
the way to obtain Pardon for himſelf and ng: 
From Wuthih, Madam! (continued he, perceiving 
E was filent) the: fortunate Mortihb, bam ſent th 
under che Im- 


tonfly | | 
 Winbly —— Vifit, yer I was 
much more fo at his manner of telling it me; 
but after I had deſir'd him to fir, Any Friend of 
Morihhꝰs (anſwer'd —— fond * 
W 311311 1 3 | om 


9 * 
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mo The'Brxirisn RrecLuvs. . 
from Belinda: But I think, ſo much is owing: 
to the vaſt Merits of Sir Thomas Courtal, that 
there can be no need of any ſecond Name to in- 
rroduce him any where. I deſignd theſe Words 
no other than a Compliment; but the Confu- 
ſion with which I ſpoke them, gave him too 
much Reaſon to believe I had a farther Meaning; 
and looking on me with Eyes which ſeem'd to 
read my Soul,. Oh God! (ſaid he) hat ſweet 

Enchantment do theſe Words contain! The 
powerful Spells diſcloſe an opening Heaven to 
my raviſh'd View! and-wrapr with Joys immor- 
tal;” make me forget the Hell of | Miſery I am 
doom'd to. Then, after a little Pauſe, and 
venting two or three Sighs, which ſeem'd fo 
vehement as tho? at each his Heart were rent 
in ſunder; Pardon, Madam (reſum'd he) the 
Violence of a ſudden Tranſport, which ſome 
deluſive Hopes that Moment fir'd me with, and 

made me neglect the Buſineſs which alone has 
given me the Boldneſs of waiting on you. I 

t, all the time he was ſpeaking; Emotions, 
Which I know not how to account for; I have 
| = told you that Þhad:difcover'd;.or fancy'd 
that 1 had diſcover'dy by ſome Looks, and 
Words, which ſeem'd to be unguarded; that he 
lov'd-me; and tho“ I deſird nothing ſo paſſio- 
— to be aſſurd he did ſo, yet I dreaded 
the Eelairciſſment, and began to tremble with 
Fear that he ſhou'd ſay ſomething which I was 
altogether unprepar'diito- anſwer: I have: often 
reflected ſince, how ſilly my inward Perturba- 
tions made me ſeem: Courtal muſt certainly gueſs 
from what Sourſe the Diſorders he:perceiv'd in 
my Countenance proceeded, or believe me to be 

8 11 ä extremely 


The, BRITISHrRECL USE 101 
extremely wanting in Converſationz-and T-was.ſo 
ambitious of appearing amiable. in his Eyes, that 
I know not if Iwou'd not have-choſe he thow'd 
be ſenſible; of the Truth, rather than impute my 
Behaviour to any natural Defect, But whatever 
his Thoughts were, he eas'd my Confuſion, by 
immediately falling into a Diſcourſe of #orrbly. 
He gave him Praiſes which, tho" not more than 
he deſerv'd, were more than I. was. willing to 
hear, ar leaſt from the Mouth that ſpoke them; 
and then began to tell me how ill the Impatience 
of his Love made him breok my delaying to 
give him a Happineſs, which. he had ſo much 


1 
Period to his Sufferings, that he the better 
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my Anclibatz op. | 
| tar teat; as yet; and if 1 never ſhou'd be fo, 


r as all, Who know you, 'muſt like him 
lovely Eyes ſhou'd neter have Kave to cloſe, or 


focter you went, ——and with imploring, 


melted down, and your whole Soul was 


-(reſum'd he, holding down his Head, and figh- 


Had my 2 and Tongue, e'er now, diſclos'd 


tot The BuIIER Revs os, 
— Lem not Aſpos d to Matty 


is 


he'ought net 'to2expett I ſhou'd do a Violenc 


to my om Hum, to pleaſure His. Theſe, and 


cke like ridiculous Expreſſions, which my Vari. 
ty, or my Love, or both, drew from me, were 


ſafficicnt to let Comtal fee hew little real Ten- 


derneſs I had for his Rival; and doubtleſs en- 
courag' d bim to make the Declaration he pre- 


ſentiy did. Ah Madam! (ſaid he) you are but 
betle ſenſible what the burni 


Impatience of a 
Lover's Wiſhes make him I bar an 
Convulſions, What Sou-rending Pangs invade 
the Breaſt which throbs with-doubtful Expecta- 
tion! For my part——cou'd I, like Worthly, 


1 thou'd' be leſs" enduring fur 1 Thoſe 


view aches Ob fett bat my ſelf, —ngz, 


nor Day wou'd I be abſent. —T'4 fo 


Looks, —with foftning Tears, i 
and all the natural Elo e of moving 
hang on your Feet, and grafp thoſe happy Gar: 
ments, till Goldnefs, Coyneſs, and Reſerve was 


Tenderneſs and Pity. 'You might be miſtaken 
treply'd I, briskly) for if 1 did not love, ſuch a 
Behaviour wou'd make me hate. True, Madam 


ing) I know from the Unlov'd, all Proofs wou'l 
be unwelcome, and tis that Knowledge Has de- 
cerr'd me from diſcovering what 1 feel; — Elfe 


wy Soul, and told Belinda ſhe — it _ 
ut 


1 Ns 


optleſs—mertkf;—T hive in Secret 
borne the feltring' Wound; nor durft implore 
my fair Ptyyfician's Aid, leſt inſtead of Balm, the 
ſhou'd apply a Correus. Een _ crhaps 
(continu'd de, taking one of my Hands,” and 
eagerly” kiffing it) you wou'd think 706 great 3 
Recompence for the eternal Loſs of my oy 


"Tho" this Declaration wou'd have p A 
diforder'd me before, yet being way 1 15 
when I had juſt given over, hr the 1 85 
or the Fears 6f hearing any ſuch thing, it con- 
founded me much more; T knew not, what to 
fay, nor how te look; I cou'd not e, and 
Was unwilling to encaurage: But at laſt, thinki 
it beſt to take the middie Courſe, I affected c 
turn his Behaviour into Merriment, and witk as 
much Gaicty as I cov'd' put on, I dare E 
( aid 1) chere is no Danger of your: lofing 

epoſe for any Woman in the World on 
have too much Viſdom ro be much in Love, and 
moſt of your Sex have too much Vi, and roo 
little Cobd. nature, not to deſpiſe the Effects of 
rhat Paſſion, where- ever you perceive them. 
How Madam, ſinterrupted he) ſuch Bo 
coming from a Mouth, like yours, carry 
my in them more cruel than any S1 1 2 

rehend from ſo angelic a Compoſition, — 
5 He you tell me I have Viſdom, and that I 
know not Love; you give the greateſt Proof 275 
can, that you think me an Ie for to a 
Belinda is fare the higheſt Viſdom, and to be 0 
ſenfible of her Carne, is the laſt degree of Folly 
and Frupidiry.— Ah wou'd to Nen conti- 
nued he ſighing) it were as much in my Power 
to influence yoũ to Compathon'for my * 
H 4 
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12. e BRITISH RECL USE 
As it ãs to convince ydu of the Reality of them. 
1 never doubted your Gallantry.(anſwer'd I, ſcarce 
able ro retain any part of that Humour I had af- 
ſum d) but if I had, you give me now a ſufficient 
Teſtimony of it, in ſo. artfully turning the Diſ- 
N we were upon, which indeed was too 
erigus to be pleaſing, into a Raillery much more 
entertaining. He wou'd nor ſuffer me to pro- 
Seed, but falling on his Knees before me, an- 


looking up in my Face with a Tenderneſs unut- 
kerable, Oh bold (ery'd he) lovely Inſulter! 


give not to the moſt Almighty Truth, a break- 
ing bleeding Heart, cer yet ſent forth, ſa 
injurious an Epithet.— By Heaven! by all 
bat Man adores, - en by all we are taught to 
Ope, to fear, or wiſh, you are dearer to my 
Soul than Health, than Grandeur, Knowledge, 
Light, Life, or my eternal Peace, — than every 
hing that Language gives a Name to. But 
Im r theſe Proteſtations (rejoyn'd he, after 
a little Pauſe), too well do thoſe enchanting Eyes 
trace their own Power — even now they pene- 
trate, they pierce my Breaſt, and read much 
more, oh infinitely more, than I can fay. — 

1c Wound have gone on; but the Tread of ſome- 
body coming down, Stairs oblig'd him to break 
on, and reliev'd me from a Perplexity. I know 
not how I ſhou'd have got through: t was my 
Siſter who came into the Room, juſt as he had 
riſen from the Poſture. he was in; but the Con- 
fuſion that ſhe perceiv d in both our Faces, made 
her (as ſhe ſince told me) gueſs what ſort of Con · 


x. . 


verſation he had entertain d me with; and, be- 
lieving IL wou'd be little agreeable to me, that 
he ſhou'd have an Opportunity to renew it, ne- 

8 * | ; ver 


Te Bravisn ReEctuss 203 
yer left us While he ſtay d. He cou'd not, in- 
deed, after ſhe came in, expreſs his Sentiments 
any farther by Nardeʒ but Looks, which I already 
too well underſtood, explain'd; his Meaning, and 
certainly, tho" at that time I knew it not, met 
with a Return too kind from mine. Juſt. as he 
was taking his Leave, he got the Liberty to ſay 
ſofily,——Oh Divine Belinda! remember me! 
pardon, and Pity me. Alas! twas J 
had only need of Pity; for never did any Crea. 
ture pas a Night in greater ere than 1 


did the ſucceeding one. My Engagements to 
H/orthly, and the Impoſſibility of breaking them 
without rendring my ſelf odious to all who knew 
me. my already furious Paſſion for Courta 
and the little Aſſurance I had of the Sincerity o 
his. —my Ingratitude for the one, and Weakneſe 
for the other, ſhock'd all that was noble and ge- 
nerous in me, and made me incapable of Eaſe : I 
had all to fear, nothing to hope, nor cou'd I form 
an Aim, which if, obtain'd, <P fue me per: 
fe& Happineſß. If I ſhou'd marry, 
Ito myſelf), how wretched muſt, I be! Con- 
demn'd to loath'd Embraces, and the deteſted 
Task of forc'd Civility by painful Duty re- 
ſtrain'd from even the Wiſh of better Fortune; 
yet Inclination ſtill at War with Virtue, guilty 
and innocent at once, and miſcrable in both — 
or, ſhou'd I indulge my Paſſion in the too char- 
ing Courtal's dear Society, cou'd I expect Con- 
bent even in his Arms, my breach of Promiſe, 
and Ingratitude to Moribh, his Deſpair, and the. 
juſt Cenſures of the reproaching World, wou'd 
embitter all my Pleaſures, turn the dear purchas'd 
Blefling to a Curſe, and make my fancy d Hea- 


ven 
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orthly (ſaid 
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vena real Hell. In this manner wou'd the dif. 


ferent Agitations which tormemed me, — 


me argue with my felf : Honour, Reputat 
Gratitude were on Mortbiys Side; but what Died 
#heſe when once oppos'd by Love! Courtals 


: bewitching Charms filenc'd, at laft, all other 


Confiderations, and Paſſion bad entirely van- 
d Reaſon, if my Doubts of his Sinceriry 
ad not interpos d: I con'd not be affur'd he 
= me, becauſe ie told me ſo; or if he did, 
ow long his Paſſion | might continue, 1 had 
heard and read too much of Men's Inconſtancy, 
their Flatteries, their thouſand Arts, to lure 
weak Woman to Belief and Ruin, not to trem- 
ble when 1 thought there was a 'Poffibiti he 
wigh t not be exempred from thoſe little Baſe- 
es of his Sex. Theſe Meditations were 
the troubleſome Componions of my Pillow; nor 
cou'd my domeſtic Affairs, my Siſter's agreeable 


Prattle, nor all the Amuſements which the Day 


brought with it, have power to drive them 185 
8. r gbts: My Boy por as = 
eas'd at eye ing, uncaſy every where, 1 
wander'd up 152 — from lo © Room, 
till T heard Vun was come to vifir me. I was 
little prepar'd, and lefs deſfrous to have ſeen him, 
bur in the ys 'of 52 had forgot to give 
ny d. I receiv'd him in 
ſuch a manner, as hy im plainly ſee he cou'd 
not do me a eater Diſpleaſure than in ſtay ing 


With me; he c6u'd not forbear raking notice 


of the more chan ordinary Coldneſs, and indeed 
Peeviſhneſs of my Behaviour; and gave me ſome 
Hints, tho* with all the Reſpect in the World, 
chat a Pafffon fo truly ardent I unblamable as 
his 


— 
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his had ever been, might have expetcd a more 
favourable Return. There was too much Juſtice 
in his Complaints, for me to be able to anſwer 
them, and therefore endeavour d ro quell them 
by telling him that, as chere was no body d 
whom I was oblig' d to be accountable for ] 
Actions, to find fault with what 1 did, was not 
the way to engage me to a Change. Madam} 
(ſaid he) I never = have been preſumptudus e- 
nough to find fault wich any ching you think - 
fir to do; but now begin to ceaſe the Hope of 
ever perſuading you to any thing in my Favours 
Il well ſe that in loſing your Father, I t 
my only Friend, —had he liv'd, your Oba 
to him won'd have given me a Bleſſing, which 
I now deſpair of obtaining from your Lone. He 
look'd full in my Face as he ſpoke cheſe Words, 
and offer'd to take me by the Hand, which A 
drawing back with a Reſerve which came pretty 
near to Rudeneſs, 1 find (reſum'd he) my Pre- 
ſence is unwelcome, — I will therefore trouble 
you no farther at this Time. May Heaven in- 
ſpire you with more gratcful Sentiments, or give 
me a Heart able to ſupport your Cruelty.—— 
He had Power te utter no more, but eo 
haftily away, went out of the Room in fuck 
Diſorder, that it a liztle mov'd me; but chaſe 
good-natur'd Emotions laſted not long, and 
what entirely chas'd em from my Soul, was s 
Letter I immediately after:receiv'd from Courtaly 
the Words of which were theſe. _ ? 


JF to adore wither a hing of Hope f. Sin, 
is a Fin only againſ} our don Huappine/ els 8 Sn 


which all Mankind, who foe you, muſt br 4 of; 
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aud which Heaven who gave you ſuch Refiſtleſs Beau- 
ties muſt inſpire. you to forgive. es, you are too 
2 to condemn us for Faults, - which are not in 
er to avoid. 77s my preſuming Tongue, 
vor Heart, that has offended; I need not entreat pour 
ardon for loving you, but for declaring; that 1 do 
5 there is, I fog, a eee Cauſe,-—1 ought, in- 
to bave\dy'd in Silence. I nom not but your 
Saul, in ſpite of your Yefterday's Efferts to conceal it, 
is avholly talen up with a more deſerving Object, and 
the Impertinence of my ill-tim'd; Paſſion may have. 
difiurh'd thoſe ſoft Idea's which mutual Tenderneſs 
affords. —— Tell, me, Divine Belinda | if I have. 
been ſo criminal, Death ſball be at once the Puniſher. 
Hm Naſbnueſi, and Cure of my Miſery; but if your 
Breaſt has\ any room for Pity, Ob! give me leave to 
try at leaſt to inſpire it: None ever bad a Plea 
1s none wou d be more auh Eoteful ſhow | 
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"You ou may. 6 5 . What 8 I read, 
this Letter, — thoſe your ſelf has felt at re- 
geiving any thing of this kind from the charm- 
ing anten And I thought I had a prodigious 
Command of my Temper, that I forbore giving 
any greater Demonſtrations of my Joy, * 
Phat the. following Liges amine. 3 


3 


1s impoſ ble 5 70 read, or hear you AE 
allowing you to be the moſt. accompliſh'd, moſt 
gallant, and witty of your Sex; but. pin; bly to be 
able 0 retain * Graces, be conſiſtent with a ny 
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The BRITISH RRECI USB. lb. 
fe ardent as you'wou'd perſuade me yours is, can only : 
be judg'd by theſe vers d in the Town manner of ad 
dreſſing. 1 have often beard ſay, by thoſe more u 


than. my ſelf, that the greateſt Symptoms of a" true 
Paſſion is to be: depriv'd of Uiterauce, an Incohe<. 


rence in Expreſſion 3 and as 1 have. not Vanity enough. Fo 


to imagine there is any thing in me capable. of engag: 
ing you to the Reality, am unwilling 10 .be made. the- 
Property of an Amuſemenr only. However, with: 
that: Sincerity,-. which\we in the Country. prefer. to 
all things, I aſſure you that my Heart is utterly n, 
prepoſi d with, any Idea of Mr. Worthly, farther 
than his good Qualities inſpire in all who know him ; 
and all my ſofter Wiſhes are at Liberty to extend _ 
themſelves wherever they ſhall find an 2 * de 
Dr "W * CO" the 9 of +; 17 AT 


* es 


ns 2 FG Sl eine 

Np paſs 4 the GS A OWL in COD mere. 
Tranquility than I had that before: Laue 
niſh'd all the remains of Gratitude which had 3 
much diſturb'd me. 1 gave a looſe to all the 
Tenderneſs it inſpir'd, and in return; it flatten d 
my fond Wiſhes with a near n of inek- 
predible Delight: To heighten my Felicity, 
early in the Morning the aſſiduous Courtal fent ” 
me a ſecond . in e Wan Es 


Lines. 4 2 Id. EEE \ 3 % SY 2 


NN 

x 7.1T EH what Warts, 0h wp Divine 1 n. 
VV... da! l J eapreſi the Rapture of my o er 
joy Heart, at reading your dear, obliging Letter / 
 Even.the Diſtruſt you" ſeem to have of my Sincerity,. 
is capable of giving me no Pain, while Jo e afe. 
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diſtruſt my 


120: 
to "aſſure 


_ but bad a Perſon of 
+ maſt for ever have deſpair 


to 'begin the Pleafing Tast of proving 
Afternoon, and 
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dued my ea 


The ſeeming 


giving 
aut my Soul in Vous of everlaſting 
 comvince me wah? is indend e a Bleſſing to be. 
ech believ d) that you will not be diſpleas 
tha moſt ya moſt faithful, ar unf as the . 
N 5 alt tt . 
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Flopes - This Wy fatbfut Services will ſoon remove 3 

more Merit taken up your Sun 
. d. Permit me then 


1 my) 


- ohat I am, this 


mn an e leave io breath 
Truth before vou, 


% 7% find 


Your adoring 
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Faith, and I refoly'd no longer to 


appineſs 


Oh! 


he is all Angel 


(cry'd Ima Rapture) divinely charming i in Soul 
as well ay Body, I mut will — believe 


him! and in this hurry 


of untl 


an 2 in cheſe Words. 


Juffly de taten for 
wou'd glory in the Conqueſt of 


_y 1 Wy! him 


7 of 


__ ou'd 17 an as Molefr, 1 1 


Stupidity, 2 feign an N. 
ſenſibility of your. Attra ions : the proudeſt of my Sew 


4 Heart like Yours, aud 


£ confeſ5 without a' Bluſh to find my ſelf that happy 


envy'd Woman won d gratifie 
wnknowing you there cou d not be a ground for. 
nor Yifits ' however, I know not, as jet, 
bow to receive: Worthly, how ſmall a part eva be 


favour o 


an Ambition, which | 


The 


had in my Heart, has met with Encoutagemont from my 


Father, and in obedience to his Commands, from me 


and Prudence forbids too. ſudden a turn in GE 
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of fo much Conſequente 5 but if 1 jind you in the n. 


Hood behind our Houſe, about be Dis Event * 
fell know i Vou- Sentiments of 227 


n nu 1 Brix b l 


76 Vou il, Goobtlecb — * Maid & 


little accuſtom'd to Converſation ſhou'dinot ſtart 
at the very Thought of an Aſſignation ſuch as 
this ; but whether it were that the 
of che World and rhe Baſeneſs of Mankind kept 


me from imagining the Danger, or the Violence 


Paſſion from regarding it, I muſt leave ro! 
de Charity of your Opinion. But, I confeſe, 1 
felt not the leaſt Regret for hat I had writ, 
and had no Uncaſineſs but what 


from m 
Imparience for che appointed kur; at laſt 15 


came, and” while I'told the Clock, my Soul ex- 


ulted wich a Pleaſure which Till then I never 
vou 1 found 


knew. I believe I need not tell 
Courtal in the Wood ready to receive mey you 
will eaſily imagine, that the moſt- trifling Incli» 
nation will, before Enjoyment, wing the Affidui- 
ry of that ungoveri d and inconſtant Sex; but I 
with there were a Poſſibiliry of informibg you in 
What manner he accoſted me, for xhere was 
fomething in it ſo much beyond Imagination 
charming and engaging, tae” it in Parc wou'd 
juſtify my Behaviour coward him All his Ge- 
_—_ were ſo humble and beſeeching, yet withal 

_ raceful—— Alt his Looks were'accompany'd 
wit 


— 25 Poop . His Words 
onpes 5 A 1 perfect a Sin- 
„ and ſe a Zeal, that even you, tos 


ſadly $kill's in the vile Arts of falſe 
_ muſt have believ d and eruſtrd him. 
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I ſhou'd return; he was too preſſing, I too tran - 


Vvour as my Company a few Moments longer. 
form'd a Canopy over our Heads, while through 


Gales; a thoſand Nightingales ſung: amorous Dit 


to inform the Place, and reign. throughout the 


Companion had prevail'd on me to reſt my ſelf 


us, like the firſt happy Pair while bleſt with In- 


| Scaſon, and perhaps never ſhou'd have ſo favou- 


xa The BRITISH RZeruvs s. 
walk'd with him, heedleſs of the ſwift paſſing 
Hours, till Day was almoſt ſpent, and it was not 
till the want of Light depriv'd me of the Pleas 
ſure. of gazing on him, that I confider'd how 
long I had been with him; and that we were 
wandred, inſenſibly, perhaps, ro 4574## of us, ar 
leaſt to me:I am ſure it was ſo, a great Diſtance 
from the Houſe, and into the thickeſt and moſt 
obſcure Part of the Food. But it was in vain 
that I reminded him how convenient it was that. 


ſported to be able to refuſe. him ſo ſmall a Fa- 


Never was a Night more delectable, more aid- 
ing to a Lover's Wiſhes! The arching Trees 


the gently, ſhaking Boughs ſoft Breezes play d in 
lulling Murmutings, and fann'd us with delicious 


tics, and the billing Doves coo'd out their tender 
Tranſports . every Thing was ſoothing every 
Thing inſpiring! the very Soul of Love ſeemd 


whole. A little tir'd with walking, my too dear 


on a ſine graſſy Bank, which, was at the Foot of 
a great Tree: He took the licens'd Freedom to 
with all the Sweets of Nature blooming round 


nocence, they knew not Shame, nor Fear. Bur 
he, alas! had other Notions, and aiming only at 
my Ruin, ; beliey'd; he cou de not chuſe a fitter 


table an Opportunity as this: He now began to 
5 173% pe mingle 
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mingle Kiſſes and Embraces with his Vows; my 
Hands were the firſt Victims of his fiery Prei- 
ſures, then my Lips, my Neck, my Breaſt; and 

erceiving that, quite loſt in Ecſtaſy, I but faint - 
ly reſiſted what he did, far greater Boldneſſes en- 
ſued My Soul diſſolv'd, its Faculties o' er- 
powerd and Reaſon, Pride, and Shame, and 
Fear, and every Foe to ſoft Deſire, charm'd to 
Forget fulneſs, my trembling Limbs refus'd to op- 
poſe the lovely Tyrant's Will! And, if my faul- 
tering Tongue entreated him to deſiſt, or my 
weak Hands attempted to repulſe the encroach- 
ing Liberty of his; it ſerv'd but, as he ſaid, the 
more to inflame his Wiſhes, and raiſe his Paſ- 


fon to a higher Pitch of Fury. Oh! I had been 


_ inevitably loft, had not Heaven ſent me a Deli- 

verance, even in the Moment I was about to be 
made the moſt wretched of its Creatures. Forth» 
ly, born for my Preſervation ! Horthly, doom'd 
to do me all manner of good Offices, though to 


my own Deſtruction, had been to enquire for 


me, and not finding me at home, happen'd to 
come into the Mood, not miſtruſting I was there, 
but to indulge that Melancholy my late Carriage 


had inſpir'd: Chance had led him to that Part 


where we were, and hearing my Voice, he kept 
himſelf conceal'd, and was Witneſs to all the lat; 

ter Part of our Converſation: He heard enough, 
Heaven knows, to make bim ſcorn and hate me; 
yer, generous to the laſt, when I was on the ve- 


ry Brink of Ruin, he ruſh'd forth and ſav'd me. 


Riſe, Villain ! (ſaid he) and prepare for a different, 
Encounter—— you ſhall nor live to wrong ano- 
ther in the Manner you have done me; nor ſhall 


that Woman, ungrateful 8. is, fall a Sa 
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my The Barrisn Recs 3s, 
fice to your baſe Pefires. The Surprize that 


Carta! was in at theſe Words, and the” Know- 


ledge: who it was that ſpoke them, did not hin- 
der him from putting himſelf in a Poſture ro re- 
ceive him; he had his Sword out almoft as foon 
as the other. But what was my Confufion 
my Diſtraction, to find my ſelf thus expos d, and 
to the Man from whom of all the World I moſt 
defir'd my Weakneſt ſhoy'd be conceal'd! I had 
certainly run between their Swords and receiv'd 


theſe Wounds each deſign'd for the other, bur 


Shame and Horror ſtruck me motionleſs ; and 
withour the Power even of endeavouring to pre- 
vent ir, muſt have been Witneſs to ſome fatal 
Conſequence of which my ſelf was rhe Cauſe, 
if my Siſter, being rold by ſome body that faw 
me, where I was, and wondring at my Stay, had 
not at that Inſtant come with ſome of rhe Ser- 
vants in ſearch of me. The enrag'd Rivals, on 
the firſt Appearance of the Lights ſhe brought 
with her, ſheath*'d their Swords, bur ſhe faw e- 
nough in all our Faces to inform her, that ſfome- 
thing extraordinary had happen'd: But it was in 
vain for her to enquire, we all were ſpeechleſs 
with our ſeveral Agitations; till Worthiy, turn- 
ing to Courtal, We are prevented now (ſaid he) 
but I ſhall take a Time more proper to reward 
your Villany: And giving him a furious Look, 
flung haſtily away without ſtaying for His Anſwer. 
Courtal was either leſs diſturb'd, or had infinitely 
more Command of his Temper than any of us 
on this Occafion, and ſeeming to take no No- 
rice of his Rival's Words, gave me his Hand'in 
order to conduct me home; but I cou'd not now 
endure he ſhou'd look on me, or touch me; and 
8 1 leaning 
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leaning on my Siſter with one Hand, and with” 
the other holding a Handkerchief before my Face, 
to hide as much as poſſible my Diforders, made 
what hafte I cou'd from that'untucky Place. He 
did not leave us, however, till we got quite to 
our Door, and as we went, made Uſe of all his 
Rhetorick to perſwade me to think no otherwiſe 
of what had happen'd, than as a Matter of no 
Conſequence. It was wholly improper I ſhou'd 
anſwer him as I , therefore forbore anſwe- 
ring at all: Nor was it to any Purpoſe that my 


Siſter begg'd me to make Her 4 Relation of this 


Adventure, after we came home; and only tel- 
ling her, that I was not in a talking Humour, 
and bidding her treuble me no farther, I ſhox 

{elf inro my Chamber, and there gave a looſe 
to all the diſtracted Emotions of my So! 
Oh! what did I not endure this cruel Night, and 
what, indeed, muſt 1 for ever endure, in the Re- 
flection on the dreadful Conſequence ! Belinda 


cou'd not come to this Part of her Story withour 
falling into A gonies, much like thoſe which ha 


ſo often interrypred the Recrvse in the Courſe 
of her's ; and it was now that Lady's turn to com- 


fort, which the did with ſach Succef:, that the 


other was ſoon able to reſume her Diſcourſe in 
this manner. „ 

The Shame and Confuſion that F was in (ſaid 
ſhe) at What had happen'd, was not all that ror- 
mented me; I had hears, which were, if poſſi- 
ble, more alarming even than my _Remorſe - 


knew very well the Violence of Hortbly's Pat. 
flon for me I faw the juſt Rage my Behaviour 
had put him in, and remember d what be fiid'ts > 
Courtal at parting, and cou'd not hope this Ad- 
e 12 venture 


* 
= i Goats ie Le Re Uä‚aäd nn — * 
— - 
a J% x 
3 « "4p 
* "ns 0 7 
— * 2 * 
—— 


— — 


r 
8 ů —ů—ů 1 


r 
N 


WO —ů 
— m 20. KEIRA 
— —— — 0 
by 5 rr 
- 


> ta te wb umu; 


3 >. Wa — 


APIS oo 
S 


— — — — * _— - 
n — rt — —— — n N 
- 5 . e » * * 
— N . es 1 . 
& = 8 by * e E — ä err "Pl : 
N N by — m — GT A Ea — 2 
= 


AHF. SO 
— — 
3 


4241 
Wc . 


* ä — — 2 — 
— — — . 


— ä—ääU—äꝓ— 2 ee 
27 


—— — — 
— — 9k 


13 
* 6 
, 
43 45 
8 
ES 3-4 
72 
15 
4 4 


Bs. 


$8 
SS 
"Aro 
* LF 1 
3-4 y 
FO 
6 7 
9 


— 
ny 
1 


eee 
— r OA 
2.2 wir : r 
” K * 5 EY 


o 


116 | The BriTiSn RECLVSE. 


venture wou d end without Blood: After a thou- 
ſand Inventions how to prevent the Miſchief I 
with ſo much Reaſon dreaded, I reſolv'd, at 
laſt, to try my Power once more with Worthly. 
and compos'd my Thoughts as well as I cou'd to 
form a Letter to him, in which I confeſs'd that 
I had been ungrateful to his Aﬀection, and by 
my Folly and ill Conduct had now render'd my 
ſelf utterly unworthy the Continuance of it, bur 
conjur'd him by the Memory of that Tenderneſs 
he once had for me, not to publiſh my. Weak- 
neſs to the World, by making any, Noiſe of this 
Affair. I writ alſo to Courtal, and entreated him, 
by all the Paſſion he profeſs'd for me, and by 
thoſe Aſſurances my late Condeſcentions had gi- 


ven him of mine, to avoid all Occaſions of meet- 
ing FYorthly, and if he ſhou'd receive any Letter 


or ekt like what his laſt Words imported, 
to lay aſide his Honour, in favour of his Love, 
and the Conſideration how much my Reputa- 
tion muſt ſuffer in a Quarrel of that Nature. I 
expreſs'd theſe Requeſts to both of them in the 
moſt moving Terms I was capable of, and what 


Effect I might have wrought I know not ; for 


though I went not to Bed all Night, it was ſo 
late the next Day before I had finiſh'd, that juſt 
as I was ſcaling up the laſt, I was e e by 
my Siſter's knocking violently at my Chamber 


Door, and calling to me to open it, in a Tone, 


and with a Diſorder, which told ſomething more 
than ordinary was the Cauſe, before I gave her 
Entrance; but when I had Oh Siſter! (ſaid 
ſhe) Wortbiy is kill d— murdered by Sir Thomas 
Courtal, and his Servants ſay it was on your Ac- 
count they fought. —— Oh God! what chilling 
6 {2 AAA „ "> 7 IR 
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Horrors ſeiz'd my whole Frame when ſhe pro- 
nounc'd theſe Words? If ſhe ſpoke any thing 
more, I was incapable of hearing it, for I fell imme- 
diately into a Swoon, in which I lay ſo long, that, 
as they ſince told me, neither ſhe nor the Maids 
that ſhe call'd to my Aſſiſtance believ'd T ſhow'd 
ever recover: But my Miſeries were not to have 
ſo ſhort a Date, and I again return'd to Senſe— 
to all the Racks of Thought, and curſt Remem- 
brance. As ſoon as my Agonies wou'd give me leave 
to ſpeak, and ro enquire, I receiv'd the Confirma- 
tion of the diſmal Story: They told me, char the 
Body of Forthly, cover'd with Wounds, and all 
beſmear'd with Blood, was juſt brought by our 
Houſe in order to be carry'd home, his Seat not 
being above a Bow- ſhot diſtant from ours; and 
that a Servant who was Witneſs to his dying 
Words, and ſeem'd acquainted with the whole 
Affair, waited to ſpeak with me. As much as 1 
dreaded to hear what the Fellow had to fay to 
me, yet I order'd he ſhou'd come up; and when he 
did, defir'd him to give me an Account of all he 
knew concerning this unhappy Accident, which 
he preſently did in theſe Words. Early this 
Morning { faid he) my Maſter call'd me up, and 
giving me a Letter, commanded me to carry it 
to the Inn where Sir Thomas Courtal lay: I found 
him in Bed, bur he immediately roſe, and gave 
me an Anſwer in writing: At my Return my 
Maſter was dreſs'd, and as ſoon as he had read 
what I brought, prepar'd himſelf to go out, and 
ſeeing me about to follow him, as was my Du- 
ty, he forbid me, with a Peeviſhneſs which he 
was not us'd to expreſs himſelf with: This 
Charge, and the 2 I had obſery'd both 
nM "203 in 
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in his Countenance and that of Sir Thomas's, 
While he was reading the Letter, gare me ſome 
Suſpicion of rhe Truth: I acquainted one of my 
Fellows with my Conjecture, and we both thought 
it our Duty to ſeck him; but in reſolying what 
to do we had waſted ſo much Time, that at our 
Entrance into a Field (not far from hence, and 
Which we thought, if apy thing of what we 
imagin'd were true, wou'd be as likely 0 
as any for the Scene of Action) we met Sir Tho- 
mas, who ſecm d to be in a prodigious; Hurry: 
Lask ed if be had ſcen my Maſter, and he anſwer'd 
that he had not; but we did not put ſo much 
Confidence in what he ſaid, but that we went 
zen in the way we perceiv'd he came from, and 
Joon found my poor Maſter breathing out his 
Jaft., When we came near him, Harry (ſaid he 
te me, with à Voice ſcarce intelligible) I am 
Kill'd—, Tell Belinda that I die for ber, — and 
Warn her to take Care of —— He was able to 
bring forth no more, for at that Inſtant Death 
.clos'd bis Lips for ever. Here the poor Fellow 


6 * 


ended his fad Account, and was: juſt going out 
of the Room halt blinded, with his Tears, when 
I call'd him back to ask what was. become of 
\Courzal ; You may be ſure, Madam, (anſwer'd 
he) that I wou'd leave nothing undone for the 
Revenge of my dear Maſter's Blood, and as ſoon 
as the Body was carry d home, took Perſons with 
me to fearch for him at the Inn; but he was too 
ſpeedy for my Diligence, and with both his Ser- 
vants had taken Horſe, and, I fear, is gone be- 


yond the reach of thoſe ſent in Purſuit of him, 
tor we cou'd get no Intelligence which Road he 
took. Though 1 had all the real Concern ima- 


ginable 
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gizable and. Grief for Morably's Death, and the 
Cauſe of it, yet, I;confeſs, I cou d not hear that 
Courtal was out of Danger, without a ſecret Joy, 


which was but zoo guilty: I diſſembled ir, how. 


ever, and diſmiſ d the Fellow with a Belief, that 
all the Sorrow I had been in, ſprang only from 


the JN of his Mafter ; all Our Family Were of 


that Opinion, and I had che Opportunity of vai- 
ling my other Troubles under that Covert, which 
was both juſt and Jaudable: 1 bad, indeed, f 
much Anxiety of Mind, with every thing toge- 
ther, that I was not able to ſay in a Place where 
all I ſaw or heard wou'd but more put me in Re- 
membrance of my Misfortunes; and I will not 
tell you, but the Impoſſibility of ever ſeeing Caur- 
zal there again, was the chief Reaſon of making 
it odious to me. I therefore order'd the Coach 
to be got ready, and the ſame Day went to a Re- 
lation's Houſe about eight Miles farther in the 
Country, deſiring my Sitter, if any Letter ſhou'd 
come, to ſend it to me there, for 1 imagin'd 
Courtal wou'd write to me as ſoon as he thought 
himſelf. out of Danger. I gave her fo {rift a 
Charge to take Care of it, chat join'd to ſome 
other little Remarks ſhe had made on my late 
Carriage, made her not far from gueſſing the 
Truth of my Sentiments, and ſhe took the Li- 
berty of reproaching me with Ingratitude and In- 
conſtaucy: I gave my ſelf but little Concern to 
perſwade her, that I did not deſerve to be tax d 
with thoſe Vices; but redoubling my Deſires 
that ſhe wou d ſend any Letter that ſhou'd be di- 
rected to me, took my Leave. What I did ſoon 
after will convince you, that nothing, indeed, 
was able to abate that wy! Paſſion as 
| 4 2 
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had inſpir'd me with: For having waited at my 
Couſin's Houſe about nine or ten Days, and hear- 
ing nothing from home, I grew fo uneaſy, that 
I reſolo'd to be gone from thence. 'I remember d 
to have heard Courtal ſay, he had Buſineſs in Lan- 
don, which wou'd oblige him to defer the Pro- 
greſs he intended to make through the Counties 
till next Year, and fancy'd he might be gone di- 
rectly thither. I did not doubt, but if he were, 
T ſhou'd be able to find him out; and when once 
this Belief had ſettled itſelf in me, I delay'd not 
a Moment, but borrowing Horſes and a Servant 
of my Couſin, went ſtrait to Y/arwick, and from 
thence took the Stage for London. It was that 
Kinſwoman who directed me to this Houſe, ha- 
ving formerly been a Boarder here herſelf; and 
aſſuring me, chat if any Packet came from our 
Houſe ſhe wou'd ſend it immediately after me, 
made me pretty well fatisfy'd in my Mind, that 
no Miſtake wou'd prevent the Bleſſing of hear- 
ing from him, and knowing where to find him, 
in caſe I ſhou'd miſs him in London. „ 
The Fatigue of my Journey did not hinder me 
from ſending, as ſoon as I came here, to all publick 
Places ro enquire for him, but no fuch Perſon 

was to be found; and what amaz'd me moſt was, 
that a Man of that Faſhion, and ſo noted as I ima- 
gin'd him to be, ſhou'd be utterly unknown to eve- 
ry Body: I did not inthe leaſt doubt, but that if I 
had not the good Fortune of meeting with him 
here, I ſhou'd be able to get a perfect Account 
of his Character and Circumſtances ; bur, alas! 
the Name of Courtal was as little known as the 
Arabian Dialect, and I might have ſpent my whole 
Life in a fruitleſs Inquiſition, had I not believ'd 
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my want of Intelligence was in great Meaſure 
owing to the Careleſneſs of thoſe I employ'd, 
and reſolv'd to be my own Spy in an Affair of ſo 
much Conſequence to my Peace: I had no ſooner 
derermin'd on this, than an Opportunity offer'd 
as lucky as I cou'd have wiſh'd, One of the 


Boarders here happen'd ro have a young Lady 
a Relation of her's come to viſit her; there being 


a very good Tragedy acted that Night, they a- 
greed to go to ſee it, and having talk'd of it be- 
fore me, ask'd if I wou'd accompany them thi- 
ther: Though I had very little Reliſh for that 
or any other Diverſion, as my Affairs were, yer I 
was extreamly pleas'd with the Propoſal, belie- 
ving no Place more probable to give me a Sighr 


of him, whoſe Preſence was all my Wiſhes aim'd_ 


at. Neither of them were dreſs'd for the Boxes, 
and J had an inexpreſſible Satisfaction in my Mind, 
to think that if I ſhou'd be ſo fortunate to meer 
Courtal there, I ſhou'd have the Opportunity to 
obſerve his Manner of Behaviour, unſeen by him: 
In ſhort, we all went in a Diſßabillee to the Gal- 
lery, and choſe to ſit in the very Corner of it, 
where without being much taken Notice of our 

ſelves, we might ſee with Eaſe all the Perſons 
that came into the Houſe. The Ladies that came 
with me, knowing me to be a Stranger, were 


fo complaiſant, as to give me an Accqunt what 


and who moſt of the Company of any Note 


were, as they came into their Places; but I had 


little Ears for their Diſcourſe, my Soul was all 
collected in my Eyes, and buſily employ'd in ſearch 
of him, whom the hope of ſeeing only had en- 
gag'd my being there: Long I had look d in 
yain, till the Houſe being pretty full, and I be- 
1 5 8 7 1 5 . ginning 
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„ 


inning toc. deſpair of being © happy, at laſt I 
0 kim 4 f His Chan 2 F peculiar, 
and my Thoughts too full of them, not ro make 
me know him the Mement he ſet his Foot into 
the Box Good God! how lovely did he ap- 
pear that Night! how graceful! thoſe Perſections 
which in the Country, where a Bon Mein is a 
Prodigy, one might think ſhown to Advantage, 
were no lels diſtinguiſhable among a Crowd of 
Beaux! Surrounded by thoſe, who by their very 
Air one might perceive made it their Study to 
attract, he {hone with a ſuperior Brightneſs, and 
with an unaffected manly Majeſty aſſerted the 
Dignity of his Charms, and ſeem'd to ſcorn each 
trifling Emulator, As I was contemplating on 
His unmatch'd Beauties, I heard one of my Com- 
paftons lay ro the other, Couſin! do you ſee who 
1s yonder? Yes, (reply'd ſhe thar was ſpoke to) 
I find that Villain, to his other Vices, has that 
olf being aſham'd of nothing. How unconcern'd 
he looks (reſum'd the former) and yet, I be- 
lieve, this is the firſt Time of his appearing ſince 
his late baſe Action. They had a good deal more 
of this kind of Diſcourſe between themſelves, 
which I but little regarded, not knowing of 
whom they were talking, nor the leaſt imagining 
that any thing of what they ſaid was any Con- 
cernof mine, till ſome Ladies coming into the Box 
over againſt us, I ſaw Coxrtal quit his own, and 
ſtepping haſtily into that in which they were, 
ſeem'd to entertain them with a world of Gaiety, 
and with a Familiarity which gave me a Taſte 
of what (by the little I felt) I believe to be the 
moſt dreadtul of all Paſſions, Jealouſy / One of 
them, though I hated her for the Freedom I 10 
e | 8 
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he us d him with, I cou d not forbear thinki 
perfectiy agrecable; bur ihe chat far by ber, tho' 
not the thouſandth Part fo engaging, appear d 
to haye the greateſt Share of Courtals THEE. 
tion: I perceiv'd he look'd on her with a he- 
ſeeching Air, and a Tenderneſs in his Deportment, 
which made me almoſt mad; while the other 
often pull'd him by the Sleeve, patted bis Hand, 
ber at to him, and ſeem'd by 2 world of lit- 
He 49 7 1 2 es to oblige him to a 
more peculiar Regard. Judge: what my Condi- 
tion was at a Sight ſo P'S Boa to my 
Hopes ! I felt in one Moment all that Deſpair, 
and Rage, and Jealouſy cou'd inflict, and t was 


2s much as I cou'd do to reſtrain my ſelf from 


giving ſome Proof of it, which wou'd have made 
me ridiculous to the whole Aſſembly. Not be- 


ing able to obſerve their Motions any longer with 


Patience, I turn'd to her that ſat next me, and 
ask d if ſhe knew who thoſe Ladies were. One 
of them (anſwer'd ſhe) is the Fife, the other 
the Miſtreſs of that Gentleman that juſt now 
plac'd himſelf behind them The Wiſe (in- 
terrupted I, in a much greater Surprize than can 
be eaſily comprehended ) the Fife / did you ſay, 
Madam? Les, (reſum'd ſhe) that Lady in the 
Green and Silver Brocade is his Wife, but tho” 


the is accounted one of the moſt celebrated Beau- 


ties in Town, and is certainly a Woman of a ve- 
ry excellent Temper, had a vaſt Fortune, and 
has not been married much above a Year, yet 
ſhe poſſeſſes but a ſmall Share in her unworthy 
Husband's Affection: I dare ſwear, ſhe has this 
Moment a Weight of Diſcontent upon her Heart, 
though her Prudence enables her to conceal wy 
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1 Marks of it in her Countenance and Behaviour: 
9 8 That Creature by her in the flower'd Damask, 
1 Who has neither Beauty, good Shape, or any 
{2 Thing to recommend her but a little flaſhy Wit, 
5 and a vaſt deal of Aſſurance, ſhe is oblig'd for 
3 her Domeſtick Peace to be civil to, though eve- 
. Ty Body knows her to be the moſt cruel Enemy 
We. the has, and that her Husband paſſes moſt of his 
„ Hours and great Part of his Subſtance with her. 
14M All the Time ſhe was ſpeaking, though I liſten'd 
1 artentively to what ſhe utter'd, I had my Eyes 
= fix'd on Courtal; I lov'd with too much Paſ- 
„ Hon, not to be aſſur'd it was he I ſaw before me ;— 
. I knew 7 cou'd not be miſtaken, but I imagin'd 
ET: ber to be infinitely ſo : What ſhe told me 
40198 was ſo inconſiſtent with the Idea I had form'd 
Pa of his Humour, or the Character I had heard of 
$6 his Circumſtances, that I cou'd not believe one 
1 Tittle of what ſhe ſaid. Madam, you are pro- 
1 digiouſly deceiv'd (cry'd I, in a kind of Diſdain) 
1 in the Perſons you are talking of; that Gentle- 
Wits man was my particular Acquaintance in the Coun- 
' $334 try, and I am confident has no Wife, or if 
; FER he had, is not of a Principle ſo vile to uſe her in 
1 the manner you deſcribe. I know not (ſaid the 
* other Lady) what he may have done to entitle 
\ 1, BED him to your good Opinion, but am very certain, 


Be os vis 
5 


W 

1 
S 
8 — * 


there are too many here who know him to be a 
far worſe Monſter than my Couſin has repreſented 
him. I ſhou'd be very much aſham'd (rejoin'd I 
more warmly than before) to take the Part of a 
Man, who really cou'd deſerve thoſe Severities 
ſome Reports may have exacted from you: But 
muſt ask your Pardon, if I tell you, that I cannot 
receed from what I have ſaid, becauſe I am con- 


fident, 
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The BRITISH RECLUSE. 1256 
fident, if Sir Thomas Courtal were ſenſible of the 


Accuſations he lies under, he wou'd find it no 


difficult Matter to clear himſelf —— Sir Thomas 
Courtal ( cry'd they both out) for Heavens ſake 
who are you talking of? The Man (anſwer'd I, 
more amaz'd at that Queſtion than at what they 
had told me of him) whoſe Character you have 
been ſo free with Bleſs me! (ſaid one of 
them) I know him not; nor I (cry'd the other:) 
I thought we had all this while been ſpeaking of 
my Lord — 1 

Here Belinda made a full Stop, as conſidering 
whether ſhe ſhou'd name him; and after about a 
Moment's Reflection You will pardon me (ſaid 
ſhe to the RecLuse) if I conceal the real Name of 
this ungrateful Man ; for, I confeſs, in ſpite of 
the Deceit he has us'd me with, and the 8 
he has been guilty of, I have ſtill a Tenderneſs 
for him which makes me unwilling to expoſe 


him. And the RecLvse, aſſuring her the wqu'd 
be far from deſiring to know any more than The. 


ſhou'd think fit to reveal, gave her leave to pro- 
ceed in her Diſcourſe in this manner. 
If before (continu'd ſhe) I thought theſe La- 
dies were miſtaken, I was now confirm'd they 
were ſo, when they nam'd a Perſon altogether 
a Stranger to me. I knew (laid I) you muſt at 
laſt acknowledge your Error, that Gentleman to 


whom you give the Title of Lord is no more than 


a Baronet, his Name Sir Thomas Courtal, and I 
am ſure, if he were ſenſible of it, wou'd be very. 
ſorry to have any Reſemblance of a Man ſo baſe. 
Good God! (ſaid one of them) you will not go 
about to perſwade us, that he in the White 
trimm'd with Gold is any other than the Perſon 
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126 The Brrrrsñ RECLUst. 
we have nam d. I am very certain it is not (an- 
ſwer'd T.) As we were in this Diſpute, a Wo- 
man came to us to know if we wanted any Fruit, 
Since (faid the Lady) we are not able to convince 
you, let this Woman be the Judge; theſe fort 
of People are acquainted with every Body, and 
ſhe can have no Inrereft in diſguiſing the Truth. 
When ſhe had fpoke theſe Words the beckon'd 
the Woman, and making'a Pretence of buying, 
ſome Fruit, defir'd her to tell us who that Gen- 


tleman was; ſhe immediately confirm'd what my 


Companions had faid, and run on in 4 good deal 
of impertinent Chat about him: You ſee (re- 
ſum'd the Lady that boards here) how much 
your Eyes, or the great Likenefs there may be 

erween two Perſons, has deceiv'd you; bur we 
have ſufficient Reaſons to know what he is, which 
when we come. home I will acquamr you with. 
At that Inſtant the Curtain drew up, and the At- 
tention I found they were willing to give to the 
Play, prevented any farther Diſcourſe: But how 
I paſs'd the Time of the Performance cannot be 
conceiy'd, without being poſſeſt with Agitations 
ſuch as mine. I had no Woot ro hope there was 
a Probability of ſo many Perſons being miſtaken, 
and his Behaviour to the Ladies that fat in rhe 


Box with him, confirm'd the Character I heard 
of him to be too true; bur preſently after I re- 


ceiv'd a. Demonſtration which took from me all 
Poſſibility of doubting the Reality of my Misfor- 
tunes. When the Play was done, having no Ser- 
vant there to provide us a Coach, we were ob- 
lig*d to wait at the Door for one to come to us, 
Which it cou'd not do immediately, being hin- 
der'd by a Chariot which ſtood ready for its 
. Ovner's 


The BRTTISnH Rectusn. 127 


Owner's approneh. I obſery'd there were two or 
three Footmen belonging to it, and one of them, 
cke now in 4 Giffefent and much rieber Dreſs, f 
perfectly remember'd to be the Man that officia- 
ted in the Place of MWorthiy's Coachman, 
that fatal Day in which firſt beheld the perjur d 
Conrtal, and ſince had been the Bearer of rhoſe 
 Billets I receiv'd from him; I puld my Hood as 
forward as I cou'd ro prevent his ſeeing my Face, 


and changing my Voice, ask'd him to whom char 


Chariot belong'd ; and he had no ſooner told me 
(as T fear'd: he wou'd ) rhe Name which had gi- 
ven me ſuch Confuſion, than F pereciv'd hint 
coming, the Lord, or Courtal, or bath, for botly 
indeed were one: He conducted the Ladies he 


ſtily into a Chair which ſtood there, depriv'd me 
of the Opportunity of ſpeaking and 1 
Him, as elfe I ſhou'd have done in the diſtracte 

Condition I then was, without any regard how 


improper ir was F ſhow'd do fo in fuck a Place, 


and before the Company E had with me: Aﬀer 
this we got into # Coach, and the Lady who 
it being in her way home. One wou'd imagine, 
_ that ro find my ſelf thus cruelly deeeiv'd, had 
been ſufficient to have made me forego all rhe 


Tenderneſs which had led me into ſuck Misfor- 


tunes; and if I cou'd not think of him with Ha- 
wed, to endeavour nor to think of him at all: 
But in ſpire of the juſt Rage I was in, the Impa- 
tience, che jealous Curioſſty of a Lover fill e. 
main'd. I remember'd that one of the Ladies 
rold me; they had particular Reaſons to know 
who the Perſon was whom I affirm'd to be Sir 


had been with into the Chariot, and ſtepping ha- 
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128 The Bririsn Reus. 
| Thomas Courtal, and had hardly Patience to ſtay 


till Supper was over for the Performance of the 
Promiſe ſhe made me to acquaint me with them. 
I was beginning to ſtretch my Invention to form 
a Story to make her believe, that it was wholly 
on the account of a Friend, and not of any far- 
ther Conſequence to me, which had made me 


fo Inquiſitive; leſt by giving her occaſion to ſuſpect 


the Truth, I ſhou'd expoſe my ſelf to the Ridi- 
cule of the whole Family: but I might have 
ſpar d my ſelf that Trouble. The Averſion ſhe. 
had ro him, kept her from regarding any thing 


but the Pleaſure it gave her to have an Opportu- 


nity of telling a Story ſo much to his Diſadvan- 
tage; and I had little occaſion. for Entreaty to 
engage her to ſatisfie my Curioſity, and make 
me {ſenſible that the Man I had conſider'd as fo 
worthy Adoration, that all I cou'd do for him 
was rather a Merit than a Fault, was indeed 
the moſt vile, and moſt perfidious of his Sex. 

She illuſtrated the Hiſtory ſhe gave me with 
many Circumſtances, which aggravated the foul- 
neſs of the Fact; but ſo much time has been 
taken up in the recounting of my own Affairs, 
that I will not detain your Attention in relating 


the Particulars of this, and ſhall only, by giving 
you the Heads of what ſhe told me, let you ſee 


that I am not the only Woman whom his Arti- 
fices have render'd miſerable. The Siſter of that 
Lady who came to viſit her that lodges here, 
tho? for a very different Reaſon, is as unhappy as 

my ſelf, and ſuffers as much in the not loving 
him, as I do for loving him too well. She is, 


it ſeems, one of the moſt. agreeable Women in 


Town, her Accompliſhments are ſuch as cannot 
N fail 
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fail of attracking a great number of Adtiireis; 


but among the reſt, ee was a young Man ok 


uality, WHO p rofeſt the higheſt Eſteem for her, 
and ſhe though t her ſelf no leſs happy in his Ad- 
dreſſes, than he did in her Acceptance of them. 
They Jong had lov'd each other with a moſf vio- 
lent, tho pute Affection, but either through 
Diſparity of Birth, or ſome other Reaſon, both 
chought convenient to keep their Amout a Se- 
cret. Tllat Villain (for T ſhall henceforth call 
him by no other Name) being an intimate 
Friend of the Lovers, was the only truſted Per- 
ſon. He convey'd Letters between them, and 
through his means they had frequent Opportu- 
nities of meeting. He continu'd faithful fo ſome 
time, but Miranda was it ſeems too charming, not 
to be capable of making an Impreſſion on any 
Heart, much more on one fo amorous as his; and : 
he is too Baſe not to make uſe of any means, 
which mighr give bim the gratification of his 
Wiſhes, and too 9 to be at a Loſs to find. 
them: As by his Contrivance they had often 
net, ſo by his Contrivance me were at laſt en- 
tirely parted, both having a Confidence in his 
Sincerity yielded an implicite Faith to what he 
ſaid, 20 he ſoon form'd a Stratagem to make 
each. appear to the other more worthy of Hate, 
than Love; till, if they cou'd not entertain a. 
real Averſion, they feign'd at leaſt to do ſo; and 


1 


keeping Their Reſentments ſtill warm, by new er 1. | 


ventions, prevented cither from endeavourin "gf 
Eclairciſſment. The Lover, the' he imagin' 
had beſtow'd his Heart on a Perſon AS gerber” 
unworthy of the Preſent, was too truly rouch'd' 
with the Paſſion he had d profeſvd, to be able 4 
with- 


Cd WR 
— 


q——U— —— 2 —Hñ—̃ ——— — 


— 


ä — = . 
* ——— wg Wm ERC 


— — urn War PEDSRE* ” 


r . > 0, es * 7 APRIL 
"x »: x0 > Purges & 
. n 3 — 


—z—— 7 
rere 
8 
— 


N 


withdraw, it; and finding it impaſſihle to conti- 


ſame Climate With her, without con- 
tinuing to adore her; and having too great a 
Spirit to avo w ĩt, after what he ſuppos d he knew 
of her Ingratitude, reſolv'd to put it out of his 
Power to do any thing below the dignity of that 
Reaſon, which all People ought to make uſe of in 
an Affair of that kind, when they find them- 
ſelyes ill treated, without a juſtifiable Cauſe, by 
the Perſon who once has ee them with a 
ſhow of 'Tenderneſs. In ſhort, to the Amaze- 
ment of the whole Town, and the great Grief 
of all his Friends and Acquaintance, (but he 
whole Arts had qccaſion'd him to do it) he went 
to travel; and the Lady, tho' her very Soul went 
with him, believing her ſelf injur'd: by his In- 
gratitude, and the Inſinuations of his faichleſs , 
Fiiend, rern d to make any tryal of her Power 
f or ns £2 ai 
The belav'd Rival once remov'd, this com- 
jon Deceiver of them both nay, of the whole 
Wold, thought there was no Obſtacle remain 
' x44 ing to his Wiſhes, and doubted not the influ- 
1 ence of his too often ſucceſsful Charms. In a very 
1 few Days he declar'd himſelf her Lover; and 
* made no ſcruple to let ber know, he hop'd ſhe. 
9 wou'd reward his Paſſion, But, this once, he 
8. . fund his Deſigns fruſtrated; however. ſhe had 
1 diſguis'd it, the ſtill retain'd too great a Ten - 
11 | derneſs for her abſent, Lover, to entertain the 
1 leaſt Thought of putting any other in his Place; 
N and beſides, was a Woman of too much Honour 
n ad Diſcretion, nor, to Jook on all Attempts 
made upon her Virtue with the utmoſt Con- 
zept; and that this was ſo, there was no room 
5 | to 


nye in the ſame 


E 
2 
2 : 
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to doubt, fitice ſhe knew him to be married. 
The Lady, who gave me this Account, told 5 


| that horhivig cou'd be more entag'd thith ſhe w 
at the Declaration he made her; that the rejecte 
all his Offers, and forbad him ever to viſit her on 
more: But, as it is the Nature of that ingr 


ful Sex ſtill to Purſue What flies them, 55 1 


doubled bis Efforts : deny'd- the. Liberty of ſpeak- 


ing, he writ ro her in the molt moving and 


firicere Strain that ever Heart dictated; 
but after the receipt of the firſt Letrer, tl 
known Character on the xerſcriprion pre- 
vented her from reading what the next Tode 
and the immediately ſent it back unopen' d. Y 
flill, undaunted he went on, and to make f 
ſenfible how capable he was to make eyen Con 
tradiftions din, and by the Effects of his tob 


eauties of the faireſt Virtue, he ſent lo 7925 
ſtles to argue down her Honour, and to 

her chat to a Paſſion ſo ſubliitie as his, to be 0 
only was a Crime, But whether it was owing tb 
her good: Senſe, or the Prepoſſeſſion of another 
Idea, which made her infenfible of 5; a lt 
fay) utitiatch'd Perfections, I kn) not; bur 
excellent a Logician as he is, all his Sophifh 
Here prov'd Vain. And tho! ſhe cou'd not avoi 


receivin) ſome of his Letters, becauſe he either 


diſguis“ his Hand, or got ſome other K 
direct them, yet they had no ot her Effect on He 
Than what Was very different froth his Expect 
tions; ſhe hated him ſtill mote, ſhun'd hi ab 
Monfter, and if, by chance, the faw him at at 
ablick ace, (is he took all Op rtunitjes of be- 


where the was). he er . -ountena nee. dif- 
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ings, which made her no Stranger to the Cau 
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tho! Where · e er ſhe turn d he follow d he 
2 — trechbling 


Civilities he paid her, See e 
en odignation tri 


which the poor, untorcoyae, delided, Lover em: 
. rd it Joſt, 


| and. at the very ſame time, his.cqually deceiv d 


1 


bear letting, her know it, tho' he had) the Power 
to leave her: In this Teſtimony of his contig! 
Faith, there was ſome little Mixture of upbraid- 


of bis Departure, and that it was not bis 
ant of Love, and Truth, but the ſeeming 
Reaſons, he bad zo; doubt of Vers, which/ had 
Fepriy'd,,. ber of her Lover. Had ic been 
;Poſible to have recall'd him, with what a 
3 8 Tranſport 
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Tranſport muft ſe hiye Welcom d ſuch ag 
clairciſſment; bur, alas! he was tiow, ue 2 
rably oſt. © She found his Faith, his Conſtanch, 
his Teridernefs, but found ir the fn time ffle Ws 
paſt the | polſdilſry 1 iving any Beneflt 6 
is Views th rightly Conſiders H Her 
Condition, I Ende bert it were not lefs Miſery 
to have believ'd him falſe, 7, than know him vue, 
and Kei bibo Jeff fel evt. I Wil dot BY o About 
to make any Repetition of what T was rold con- 
cerning the Surprize, Deſpair and Rage, which 
ſeiz'd the Heart of this gerate Lady, at ſo 
unexpected a Cataſtrophe. *Tis caſy for you to 
imagine ſhe mult be tranſported with an u om- 
mon Fury; but while the' was venting the An- 
guiſh of her Soul in Curſes on rhe hated Atthor 
of her Miſerles, he wis contriving means ro 
Neva his Defires on her; and Soong: it in vain 
o proſecute his lawleſs Suit, by thoſe ways he 
bad began it in, he had the unbounded Impu⸗ 
dence to reſolve on others, yet more impious! 
and ſeek by Force, to obtain what, he was now 
convine'd; Entreaties wou'd for- ever fail to give 
him. Opportunity was all he wanted to peipe 
trate his Deſign, and none for a long time offer- 
ing, he grew: deſperate Enough to deſpiſe all 


Conſiderations; and tr ſhe very often | 


went to Evening- -Prayers, he waited at the 
Church Door with a Hackney-Coach, and was 
about to ſeize and drag her violently into it. The 
Action was ſo ſudden, that tho' there were many 
People coming out at the fame time, the Sur- 
prize it gave em, wou'd have prevented her re- 
ceiving any Aﬀiltance, if two Gentlemen that were 
Paſſing by had not _ preſence 20 of Mind 
' 3 to 
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to draw their Swords in her Defence, juſt as he 
had ſo far compaſs'd his Intent, as to be getting 
into the Coach himſelf, after having thruſt her in- 
to ĩt. He wanted not Courage to engage with them 
both; but a crowd of People immediately com · 
ing about em, put a ſtop to any Miſchief, ; either 
to him or them. Had ſuch a piece of Villany 
been attempted by a meaner Man, he certainly 
| had been ſecur'd; but his Quality. made every 
1 body-unwilling to create to themſelyes ſo pow- 
15 erful an Enemy, and he had the Liberty of re- 
treating, venting ten thouſand Curſes on his i 
Fortune, and the Gentlemen who had fruſtrate 
his Deſign; while Miranda, tho' half dead with 
the Fright, was ſafely conducted home by her De- 
liverers. Such an Attempt on a Lady ſo much di- 
am (prog as Miranda, and made by ſuch a Perſon, 
mu 7 occaſion a great deal of Diſcourſe 
in the World; and her Brother, who is a Colo- 
nel, wou'd have been ſuſpected to have but lit- 
tle Regard to the Honour of his amily, if he 
J had not reſented it in the manner he did. The 
: B24 next Day he ſent a Challenge to the intended 
_ Raviſher ; which being anſwer'd, as he expe | 
"mJ it wou'd, they met in that Field, behind Moun- 
tague- Houſe, ſo famous for Duels; but, in ſpite of 
the Juſtne(s of his Cauſe, the Brother had the 
worlt of it; and the other, leaving him wound- 
ed, and as he-thought Dead, made his Eſcape; 
nor durſt appear in Town, till he heard, con- 
trary to every body's Expectation, that his Anta- 
goniſt was out of Danger; and that Night which 
hew'd him to me at the Play-houfe, was the farſt 
of his being ſeen ſince the time he fought. 
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Benada had no fooner finifh'd this little Hiſto⸗ 


2 than the obſerv'd an exceſſive Paleneſi in the 


ace of the RecLvss ; and, before ſhe cou d have 


time to ask if ſhe were ill, faw her fall fainting 


on the Couch: but there was no occaſion to 


in any body to her Aſſiſtance, her Spirits Were 5 


not above a Moment abſent; and at their return 


Oh Madam ! faid ſhe, (looking on Belinda wir 


Zyes ftreaming with Tears) how ſtrangely has 
ortune brought together two Wretches, | fir 
only for the Society of each other! We are indeed 
too nearly ally'd in our Misfortunes, . and to one 
fatal Source owe both our Woes! I might from 
the very beginng of your Story have imagin'd- it 


might have known that ſuch prodigious Charms, 


prodigious Fillapy, were no where 
blended but in my petfidious, but ſtill: dear Zy- 
ſander !—Y our Courtal /— my Lyfarder, are the 
ſame, and both are found only in the Perſon of 
the too lovely, fairhleſs, Bella. The Surpriſe 
that Belinda was in at theſe Words, took from her 
for ſome time the Power of anſwering, nor cou'd 
ſhe for a long while bring out-any more than— 
Good God] is it poſſible? Tho' loſt to all the 
World, reſum'd the RecrLvuse, and wholly re- 
gardleſs of every thing that paßs'd, this laſt 
Action of the Inconſtant Bellamy, in ſpite of me, 
reach'd my Ear. And I ſuppoſe it was in the 
time of his abſconding that he went to M arwirt, 
and took on _ that Fa ar N _ of 2 

revent his bet rehended, if any Account 
Wy . he had — ſhou'd be brought dowr. 
Ves, ſaid Belinda (now a little recover'd from 


her Amazement) that was certainly the Motive 


which induc'd him both to take that Joarney, 
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and to diſguiſe his true Quality. For by the Ac- 
gave me, I found it was 
Days after the Accident, that we had 


not ma 


the ill ortune ro be bvertuben by him on che 
Noad. 


-: Theſe fait Ge in AMiRion paſt . — 
time in bewailing their ſeveral Misfortunes, ſome- 


times exclaiming againſt the Vites, ſometimes 


praiſing the Beauties, of their common Betrayer 
till the Rxci us R, being deſirous to know if there 
was any thing more to be heard of her Ly/ander, 
entreated Belinda to finiſh the remaining part of 
her Story. Alas, Madam! reply'd that dejccted 
Lady, L have nothing farther'torelare, unleſs I 
—3 Lam weak enough to retain ſtill in 
Soul a ſecret Tenderneſs for this unworthy 
Man; and that not the Knowledge of his un- 
exampled Perfidy and Inhumanity to you, his 


baſe Deſign on Miranda, nor the Miſeries he has 


brought on my ſelf, can bring me to conſidet him 
as I ought. Tho' I reſolve never to fee him 
more, I neither can forget, nor remember him, 
as a Woman govern d by Reaſon wou'd do. Has 
he then not {cen you ſince you came to Town? 
(interrupred the RxclusE ſome what haſtily.) No, 
on my Honour (anſwer'd the other) he Ansel not 
of my being here, nor I dare ſwear thinks m 
— worth a Wiſh; but were I ſure he did, 
nay were I convinc'd, char, tho? falſe to all my 
Sex beſide, to me he wou' d be true; nay did his 
Life depend on my granting him one Interview, 
1 proteſt, by all that I adore, I never wou'd 
conſent. No, Madam, (continu'd ſhe with the 
moſt reſolute Air) I owe much more than ſuch a 
ee to the W of poor Mortbiy. 
to 
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to the Friendſhip I have already; cone der 
you, — and toi the Juſtice of Reyenging, a8 far 
is in my Power; rhei little Regard he bas hit her- 
to paid our Sex. he RE Sus e ſeem'd per- 
fe&ly pleasd with this Aſſurance, and omifr 
nothing to ſtrengthen her in this Reſolution, 


There grew io entire a Friendſhip! between 


aſunder. Belinda quitted her Cbamber, being 
deſir'd by the RxcLusk to take part of her Be 

Their common Misfortunes was a Theme not 
to be exhauſted, and they ſtill found ſomething 
for which to condole each other. In this Me- 
lancholy Entertainment did they paſs ſome Days, 
till Belinda receiv'd Letters from the Country, 
which brought an Account that Voribys 
Wounds having been ſearch'd by an able Sur- 


geon, were found not Mortal; that his greateſt 
Danger had been loſs of Blood; that he was now. 
perfectly recover'd, and with new Life, had enter- 


tain'd new Fiſhes. Belinda's Siſter had expreſt 
fo tender a Concern for his Misfortunes, and fo 
high an Efteem for his Virtues, that he found it 
no Difficulty to tranſmit to her all the Affection 
he had bore her Siſter. The Wedding-day 
was appointed, and ſoon after Belixdareceiv'd an 
Account, that it was folemniz'd, to the general 


Satisfaction of all Friends on both ſides, and the 


laſting Happinels of the married Pair. Tho' Be- 
linda was far from envying her Siſter that good 
Fortune, which ſhe was incable of poſſeſſing her 


ſelf, yet the Cauſe which render'd her fo, made her 


unwilling to behold it; and, in a ſhort time, 


both their Reſolutions of abandoning the World 


continuing, the RecLvss and ſhe took a Houſe 
n about 
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To the Right Honourable the _ 


Madam, 2 PULGLUD . 
PSS Fdications are become 

ſo ſcandalous of late, 
that, if Modeſty were 
not a Virtue too little faſhi-' ; 
onable, both the Patron and 
Mritor wou'd be out of Coun- 
tenance: The Reaſon of this 
is evident; the Preſs is ſet 
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The Sun by his o. Rays can 
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\ Roubling the Reader with any Thing of this 
Kind, is generally ſo little to the Purpoſe, 
wo that I have often thought the Authors made 
Uſe of ſuch Introduftions more to ſwell the Bulk of 
their Book, than any other Reaſon And how ſenſible 
ſoever Jam of the many Faults the following Sheets 
are full of, I ſhou'd rather commit my ſelf and them 
to the Good-nature of the World, than add to them 
by an impertinent Apology. oO 
It is not, therefore, to excuſe my Want of Judg- 
ment in the Conduct, or my Deficiency of Expreſſing 
the Paſſions I have endeavour'd to repreſent, but to 
clear my ſelf of an Actuſation, which I am inform'd 
is already contriv'd and prepar'd to thunder out a- 
75 me, as ſoon as this is publiſh d, that I take this 
Pains. \ 8 | 
4 Gentleman, who applies the little Ingenuity be is 
Maſter of, to no other Study than that of ſowing 
Dilßention among thoſe who are ſo unhappy, and in- 
deed unwiſe, as tq entertain him, either imagines, or 
pretends 20 do ſo, that tho 1 have laid the Scene 
in Paris, I mean that the Adventure ſhou'd be thought 
to have happen'd in London; and that in the Chara- 
er of a French Baroneſs, I have attempted to eu- 
Poſe the Reputation of an Engliſh Woman of Qua- 
tity. I fhou'd be ſorry to think the Actions of any of 
our Ladies ſuch as cou'd give room for a Conjetture 
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Friend of mine aſſures me is Matter 0 


PREFACE. 


25 the „ Reality of what be wou'd Jug oft, 24 . 
e there were indeed an Afinity between the Vices 
I have deſcribd, and thoſe of” ſome Woman he knows 
(for doubileſs if there be, ſhe muſt be of his Acquain- 
zance) I leave the World to judge to whom ſhe is in- 
debred for becoming the &. 2.9 of Ridicule, 10 me 
Tor drawing a Pifture whoſe Original is unknown, 
or to him who writes her Name at the Bottom of it. 
However, if I had deſign'd this as a Satyr on = 
Perſon whofe Crimes I had thought worthy of it, I 
foou'd not have thought the 2 of ſuch g one 
£onfiderable enough to have oblig'd me to deny it; but 
-as T1 bave only related a &. zory, which a particular 
act, and 
 happer'd at the Time when he was in Paris: :I wou'd 
met have it made Uſe of as an Umbrage for the 
Longus of Scandal to blaſt the Character of any one, 
a Stranger to ſuch detefted Guilt. I hope there is 
unt @ fecond De Tortillce iz the World, but if there 
be, ſhe certainly is not without a Du Lache to ad- 
wiſe and aliiſt her; and be, that Du Lache, who 
is moſt ſenſible of the Secrets of her Soul, is beſt 
able to point her out. Far my Part (1 thank Hea- 
ven) I can ſolemnly proteſt, a Wretch ſo WP? never 
Jet reach d the Obſervation of | 
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Eliza Haywood, 


INI VRD HUSBAND; 


oF, 


OR, THE 


— Reſentment. 


HE Viciſſitude of all human Aﬀairs 
PT IR > is ſo abſolutely neceſſary to give Man- 
i ah EE kind a true Notion of themſelves, that 
be who /zews moſt fix'd in _— 
and fenc'd from every Blaſt of adver 
Fate, ſooner or later, is generally led by ſome 
unavoidable Impulſe ro quit his Haven o Pence, : 
and ſhare the Storm in common with thoſe born 
under leſs auſpicious Influences. The Baron De 
Tortillte, till he was about the Age of Fifty, had 
paſs'd his Time in a perfect Tranquility; and 
tho? the Sweetneſs of his Diſpofition made him 
commiſerate, and, to the utmoſt of his Power, 
affift all who labour'd under any Affliction, yet he 
- himfelf was wholly infenfible what it was to be 
uneaſy : He had from his Infancy been bred at 
Court, and ftill continued to frequent it; but bes 
A 2 E 


2. 


4 The Injurd Husband; or, 
he had preſerv'd his Soul untainted with any of 
thoſe modiſh Vices, which few of the gay part of ir 
are free from; ſo he alſo did from that Spirit of 
Faction, which the graver fort, and thoſe who 
aim at being thought Polizicians, are ſo much 
ſway'd by. He was entirely contented with his 
Lot, had no ambitious Views, and enjoy'd the 
Goods of Fortune in that' Medium, which a- 
lone can make Life happy, neither maintaining 
a Port greater than his Eſtate wou'd conveniently 
allow, nor below what was becoming his Quali- 
ty: this manner of Behaviour made him unen- 
vy'd by his Equals, eſteem'd by thoſe of a ſupe- 
rior Rank, and infinitely belov'd by his Inferi- 
ors; in fine, never was a Man more univerſally 
ſpoke well of. Thus he liv'd, and thus, in all 
Probability, had he dyed, had not his ill Fortune 
introduc'd him to the Acquaintance of Mada- 
moiſelle Ia Motte, in whoſe Converſation he found 
Charms ſufficient ro make him wiſh to change 
his Condition, if by it he cou'd obtain her for 
a Wife. This was a Lady of none of the mean- 
eſt Families in France, and at the Death of her 
Father was left Miſtreſs of a conſiderable For- 
tune; but tho' ſhe wanted not Wit, - ſhe had 
been extremely deficient in her Conduct, and the 
Extravagance of her Expences reduced her in a 
ſhort time to have nothing of the Woman of 
Faſhion remaining but a few rich Cloaths; with 
"theſe, however, and a tolerable Face and Air, 
ſhe found Means for a good while to eſcape that, 
by the Yougg and Proud, dreaded Evil; the 
Show of Poverty. Thoſe on whom before ſhe 
had beſtow'd her Favours gratis, were now ob- 
. . to purchaſe ; and as ſoon as one grew weary 1 
of the Bargain, the ſtill had the Addreſs to gain | 
another 
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the Miſtalen Reſentment. 5 
another Bidder : Sometimes three or four had an 
equal Share in the Property, but ſhe had Arti- 
fice enough ro make each believe himſelf the 
ſole Poſſeſſor. Don Philip D* Eſperanz, a Spa- 
niard, was the laſt that ſupported her in this 
manner; but he being ſoon to return to his own 
Country, where he had a Wife and Fami- 
ly, ſhe was beginning to caſt about in her Mind 
where ſhe ſhou'd find a freſh Supply, at the 
Time when the firſt became acquainted with the 
Baron. It is not to be imagin'd, that a Woman 
in the Circumſtances ſhe then was, would refuſe 
an Offer, which in all her Bloom of Youth and 
Innocence ſhe might have been proud to aC- 
cept: No, ſhe knew the World too well; 
and pretending her ſpeedy Compliance with his 
Deſires was the Effect of a Paſſion, which Deſert, 
like his, could not but create, deluded the ena- 
mour'd Baron with a Belief he was the happieſt 
of his Sex; and they contriv'd to huddle up the 
Wedding in ſuch a manner, that they were mar- 

ry'd before any of his Friends had the leaſt No- 


tion there was ſuch a thing in Agitation. At the 


firſt Diſcovery. of it, tis hard to ſay, whether 
Pity or Amazement had the greateſt Share in the 
Hearts of thoſe who heard it; but being depriv'd 
ef the Opportunity of informing him what ſhe 
was, in Time, forbore to let him know the Ruin 
it was now too late to prevent, and contented 
themſelves with ſilently commiſerating his Condi- 

tien e, owe pou 
If this Woman had been poſſeſt of the ſmal- 
leſt Grain of Honour, Gratitude, or even com- 
mon Good-nature, ſhe wou'd have endeavour'd, 
by her future manner of Behaviour, to retrieve 
the Errors of the paſt. — To be taken from a 
B 3 State 
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State of Life, which, if not abahdon'd by all 
Senſe of Shame, muſt have been odious to her 


to be teliev'd from all thoſe Terrors which at- 


tend Uncertainty to be deliver'd from the In- 
fults of the judging World, and thoſe, more 
galling ones, the Man who keeps has a Privilege 
of Inflicting; and rais'd from the loweſt and moſt 
contemptible 23 of Infamy, to Wealth, to 
Credit and to Eaſe, were Bleſſings, ſuch as 
one would think ſhe ſhould have been too ſenſi- 
ble of nor to acknowledge, and wiſh, at leaſt, 
to prove they were not ill beſtow'd : But ſhe was 
wholly dead to ſuch Confiderations, ſhe look'd 
on the large Fortune ſhe was now become Mi- 
ſtreſs of, only as a larger Means to gratify her In- 
clinations; and as before the had fo much Re- 
gard to her Reputation, as to endeavour to hin- 
der the World from believing her ſo vile as ſhe 
really was, ſhe now gave a Looſe to all the Sal- 
lies of her ungovern'd Paſhons, imagining her 
Quality a ſufficient Sanction for her Vices, and 
that ho Body wou'd dare to fay of the Baroneſs 
De Tortillte, what they wou'd have made no Scru- 
ple to alledge of Madamoiſelle la Motte. ww 
The Truth is, the Baron's ſingular good Qua- 

ities and affable Behaviour had gain'd him fo 
univerſal an Eſteem, that, in reſpect to his Cha- 


racter, (ſince Cuſtom has made the Errors of the 


#ife a Reflection on the Hausband) People were 
mfinicely more ſparing of their Cenſures than o- 
therwiſe they wou'd have been, or than her A- 
Etions indeed deferv'd. When ſhe was firſt 

married, Women of the beſt Reputation 


thought it no Scandal ro viſit her, and be ſeen 


abroad with her; and had ftill continued to do 
ſo, if the cou'd have reſtrain'd her Inclinations 
g 0 within 


the Miftaken Reſentment. »_ 


within the Bounds of even common Decency ; 
but alas! ſhe had no Senſe of Honour or De- 
corum, but behav'd her ſelf in ſo wild, ſo diſſo- 
lure a manner, that in a little time none who 
but wiſh'd to be thought virtuous wou'd take 
notice of her; the very Men, who glory'd not 
in Debauchery, ſhunn'd her Acquaintance, or 
were aſham'd to own it: This, which to a Wo- 
man, capable of any ſolid Reflection, muſt have 
made her look back with Horror on the Vices 
which had ſo juſtly rendred her contemprible, 
did not in the leaſt alarm her, ſhe ftill had a Set 
of Company who humour'd her Vanity, and in- 
deed ſhe was caly in no other. 
But, oh how blind is Love ! the Baron ſtill 
continued to adore her, ſo much was he deluded 
by her Artifices, that even her Vices appeard 
Virtues; the Profuſeneſs of her Expences ſeem'd 
to proceed from a Generoſity and noble Magna» 
nimity of Soul, which, however deſtructive ro 
his Fortune, he cou'd not bur applaud; the Li- 
berties ſhe took in her Converſation with Men, 
paſs'd for an innocent Freedom which he cou'd 
not imagine a Woman really criminal wou'd dare 
to make uſe of. In fine, every thing ſhe ſaid, 
every thing ſhe did was a new Charm to him; 
and neither the palpable Neglect which he found 
the whole World treated her with, nor the Re- 
monſtrances which ſome of his Friends, griev'd 
at his Infaruation, at laſt, grew free enough to 
make him, cou'd oblige him to look with a jea- 
lous Eye on her Conduct, or in the leaſt * 
his Dotage: Indeed, how little ſoever ſhe ſeem'd 
to regard the reſt of the World's taking notice 
of her Faults, ſhe, for the moſt part, was cau- 
nous enough to prevent him from making any 
5 A 4 Diſeo- 
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8 The lnjur d Hausband; or, 
Diſcovery of them; or if at any time ſne was 
- © conſcious of an Irregularity which might occa- 
ſion his Suſpicion, he knew how to bring her 
ſelf off; ſhe had Sighs, Tears, Swoonings, Lan- 
guiſhments, at Command; no Woman that ever 
liv'd was Miſtreſs of more Artifice, nor had leſs 
the Appearance of being ſo: Nature had given 
her a Countenance extremely favourable for her 
Purpoſe ; and whenever ſhe was pleas'd to join 
to thoſe Looks of Sincerity and Innocence an 
Aſſeverations that ſhe was ſo, it was hardly poſ- 
{ible to believe her otherwiſe; her Voice too had 
a perſwaſive Softneſs in it, which it was very 
difficult to withſtand; and one had need to be 
perfectly acquainted with her Actions, before one 
cou'd diſtruſt her Words. And this is all can be 
ſaid to vindicate the unhappy Baron from that 
po of Stupidity, which the long Series 
of his Deluſions have drawn upon him. 
But to return to her Hiſtory, which alone can 
give the Reader any juſt Notion of her Chara- 
er: There was among the Number of thoſe 
who now frequented her Drawing-Room, a 
Fellow call'd Du Lache; he was too diſagreeable 
to be receiv'd in the Quality. of a Lover, nei- 
ther did he viſit her with any ſuch View; For- 
tune had been leſs kind to him than Nature, for 
what he wanted in Beauty was abundantly made 
up in Cunning; but he was ſo wretchedly indi- 
gent, that, tho' he had been employ'd in the 
Management of ſeveral Intrigues (for which no 
Body was more fit) he never had met with Per- 
ſons who thought the Service he did merited 
the Supply of even the common Neceſſaries of 
Life: He was half periſh'd for Want, when 
Chance brought him into the Baroneſs's Ac- 
- TH agauaintance; 


with Her- 


once attack'd by the Artifices of this ſubtle Vil- 


the Miftaken Reſentment. 9 


- quaintance 3 they ſoon found in each other ſuf- 


cient to create an Intimacy; and ſhe thought 
her ſelf no leſs fortunate in engaging to her Inte- 


reſt a Perſon whoſe Brain was capable of projecting 
every thing, and whoſe Principle was to ſcruple 


nothing; than he did in having it in his Power to 
oblige a Patroneſs, whoſe Humour he perceiv d 


was not to make ſcanty Retributions for Ser- 
vice ſuch as his: In a ſhort time his Tatters were 


exchanged for Embroidery and Brocade; he had 
Money in his Pocket, went to Court, to the 
Opera's, Gaming-Houſes, Aſſemblies, kept Com- 
pow with Gentlemen, and, to: thoſe who knew 


him not before, appear'd like one himſelf: His 


Buſineſs was, in all publick Places, to extol the 
Wit and Beauty of the Baroneſs De Tortillee ! —» 
to make all Women appear vile in Competition 
if he heard one fam'd for any Ex- 
cellence, to form ſome Story to degrade her 
to break off intended Marriages to render 
thoſe already wedded the Objects of each other's 
Hate; and, in fine, where- ever he found a no- 
ble Friendſhip between Perſons of different Sexes, 
to endeavour to diſanitèe or make it appear ſcanda- 
lous. Malice is ſeldom barren of Invention, and 
2 that apply themſelves to this kind of 
Miſchief, have generally a manner of in/inuating 
what they wou'd have believ'd, which Trath 
and Honeſty, diſdaining to make uſe of, are perfect 
Strangers to. Du Lache was ſo ſucceſsful in his 


Employment, that tho' the Marquis De Sonville 


had long lov'd, and been belov'd by one of the 
fineſt Women of the Age; not all her Charms, 
her Tenderneſs, her Conſtancy cou'd maintain 
the Place ſhe held in his Aﬀections, when 


lain; 


zo The mud Hiband,; or, 


lin; he ſoon was brought to leſſen his Effeem; 
and that deſtroy'd, all that remains of Love is p 
ſcarce worth calling fo; adifferente immediately : 
Meceeds, and the Heart is free to receive the Idea 
of the firſt agreeable Object that preſents it (elf. 
No Body can doubt but that the Baroneſ5, for 
whole ſake all this was done, was the Perſon in- 
troduc'd: He was no ſooner diſcover'd to grow 
cool toward his former Miftreſs, than he was 
brought to viſit her; and ſhe being extreamly 
deſirdus of engaging him, and knowing how to 
form her Behaviour to all Humours, found it no 
Difficulty ro ſuit her ſelf to his. | 
— Sbe alſo found ber Account in the Addreſſes 
of the young Chevalier Sr. Humar he was hand- 
fome, gay, gallant, and liberal to an Exccſs! 
. He profe('d /publickly his Admiration of her, 
waired on her where- ever ſhe went; treated, 
+ M and made her very rich Preſents. One wou'd 
+ think, indeed; that this /af# Article ſhou'd have 
bt bur little Sway with a Woman of the Station 
3 the now was rais'd to; but alas! if the Barons 
| Etſtate had been twice doubled, it wou'd have 
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94 been too ſmall for thoſe Expences, which, to 
_—_ indulge a Temper, ſuch as hers, were abſolute- 
© | ' neceflary : She was now above making Aſ- 
nations at any of thoſe mean Places of Enter- 
tainment ſhe had formerly been accuſtom'd to 
all muſt now be done with an Air of Grandeur 
her Embroiderer, her Milliner, her Maniua-maker, 
her Tire-#oman, had all of them Houſes of their . 
own handſomely furniſh'd at her Charge, and | 
adorn'd fit to receive a AMeſalina equal to the 
firſt in Greatneſs. It muſt be confeſs'd that, in 
as, the was politick enough, for whoever had 
teen her at any of thoſe Peoples Houſes, wou'd 
| | not 
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the Malen Reſentment. 11 
not have bcliev'd ſhe came thither out of any 
other Deſign than to conſult about her Dr 
but then ir requir'd almoſt a Prince's Revenue tod 
ſupply the Demands of thoſe Creatures, and purs 
chaſe the leaſt tollerable Aſſurance of their Se 
crecy. The Jewels, therefore, and other valu- 
able Things, which the Prödigality of St. . 
mar beſtow'd on her, were of great Service; for 
the poor Baron, who was always pleas'd to ſew 
her appear magnificent, imagin'd they were 
bought with that Mony which was reallyemploy'd: 
in Bribery on the Inſtruments of his Diſhonour. 

But, tho? ſhe found it very much to the Ad- 
vantage of her vtereſs as well as Pleaſure, to 
converſe with Sv. Aumar, her Acquaintance 
La Sourbe was infinitely more fo to the one, tho? 
far incapable of the other: He was old, de- 
form'd, difeas'd, and had nothing either in his 
Perfon or Addreſs which cou'd render his Ca- 
reſſes ſupportable to a Woman of any Taſte 
but the Abundance of his Meal counterba« 
lanc'd all other Deficiencies, and this fine Lady 
receiv'd him in his Turn, with all the Softnels 
and obliging Tenderneſs that the moſt lovely of 
her Admirers thought themſelves happy in Poſs 
ſeſſing; twas to them all, indeed, but fergs'd, and 
therefore the ſame Arts ſhe practis'd to impoſe 
on others might eaſily be us'd on him, for in 
Reality ſhe never knew what twas to love fins 
cerelyz and, at a Time when, perhaps, there 
were twenty (tho' each belicy'd himſelf the on 
Bleft) who poſſeſs d all the Favours ſhe was cas 
pable of beſtowing, ſhe was over-heard to ſay, 
(to one that was Partner in all her Secrets) thar 
that Woman was a Fool that ever gave her felf 
the leaſt real Uneaſineſs on the a 
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12 The Injurd Husband; or, 
Love: — A Topknot tied amiſs, ſaid ſhe, would 
give me greater Pain than the Eternal Damna- 
tion of all Mankind. Not to be Ador'd in- 
deed, is not to Live ! and to engage the Aſſidu- 
ity of a Fellow one likes, tis neceſſary to coun- 
terfeit a Paſſion. Tis certain ſhe did it with 
ſuch Succeſs, that the moſt diſcerning Eye might 
have been deceiv'd; How then cou'd La Sourbe 
eſcape the Snare? He had but little been accu- 
ſtom'd to the Converſation of Women, and was 
utterly ignorant of the Wiles laid for him. 
He thought himſelf in Heaven, and cou'd ſcarce 


contain his Senſes amidſt that Profuſion of De- 


light, her Wit, her Gaiety, her endearing Soft- 
neſs ſhower'd upon him. He knew not how, 
ſufficiently, to ſhow the Senſe he had of ſuch 
a Bleſſing as her Love, and thought of nothing 
but the Means of returning it to the utmoſt of 
his Power! —— All his Hours, his Fortune, 
his very Life, was wholly at her Devotion; and 
ſhe had ſo abſolute a Command over him, and 
knew ſo well her Power, that ſhe even made 
him the Inſtrument of forwarding her Amours 
with others. But it was not only to her own Ma- 
nagement ſhe was indebred for making this de- 
luded Gentleman ſubſervient to her Ends, Du 


Lacbe, as in all the reſt of her Intrigues, was no 
inconſiderable Aſſiſtant here: He was extremely 
ready at Invention, had a thouſand little Strata- 


— to prompt decaying Deſire, and as many 
Ways to make the Perſon whom he found it his In- 


tereſt to deceive deaf to all Arguments but thoſe 


he undertook to maintain. | ä 
But, notwithſtanding all his Cunning, he was 
extremely put to a ſtand, when coming one Morn- 


ing, as was his Cuſtom, to viſit the W 
3 


. 


the Miftaten Reſentment. 13 


and receive her Commands, he found her at her 


Joilet uneaſie to the laſt degree; ſhe had t Wwo 


or three Attendants in the Room, whom, as ſoon 


as ſhe ſaw him enter, ſhe diſmiſs'd, and ſtepping 


to him with ſomething of a diſorder'd Motion, 
O Dau Lache, ſaid ſhe, I have wiſh'd for you this 
Hour I am diſtracted in my Thoughts, and- 
if your, hitherto ſucceſsful, Wir ſhould now fail 
me, I am undone for ever Forbid it Heaven! 
anſwer'd he ftrangely ſurpriz d. Yes, reſun'd' 
ſhe, I again repeat it, I am undone, ruin'd for e- 
ver, unleſs you find the Means to help me.—— 
All in my Power, Madam, added he, you know 
you may command. Talk not of Power, inter- 
rupted the impatiently, this muſt — this ſhall be 
in your Power, unleſs you wiſh to ſee me do 
ſome deſperate Deed — if diſappointed here. 


in the extremeſt Wiſh my Soul e'er knew, III 


murder you, — my ſelf, and all who want the 


means to caſe me: She join'd ro theſe Words 


ſo wild a Look and Motion, that Da Lathe re- 


pented he had ſeem'd to doubt of his Ability to 


ſerve her, and endeavour'd to remedy that Fault 
by ſwearing that he would bring about whatever 
ſhe employ'd him in, let the Nature or Conſe- 


quence be what it wou'd. She appear'd ſome- 


thing more tranquil at this Aſſurance, and ſeat- 
ing her ſelf, and obliging him to do ſo, I am ſa- 
tisfied, ſaid ſhe, that your Zeal to ſerve me will 
carry you to great Lengths ; nor do I think, 
when I have the Power of reflecting, that the 
Task I now enjoin is at all more difficult than 
thoſe you have already gone thro”, with all the 
Succeſs I cou'd defire; bur, alas! continu'd ſhe, 
beginning to relapſe into her former Diſorder, 
the exceſſive Eagerneſs with which my Spirits 
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14 The laid Huband; or, 


ate agitated in Purſuit of the Bleſſing I wou'd 


a Moment's Peace, till ſure Enjoyment ſhall 


mains a Poſſibili 


- Induſtry to compaſs it, as ſoon as ſhe ſhou'd in- 


fatal Moment has inform'd me more, than all 


* 


poſſeſs, and the certain, everlaſting Miſery I muſt 
endure, ſhou'd my Endeavours fail, confuſes, 
drives me mad, My Soul will never know 


deftroy Suſpenſe. I cannot reſt while there re- 
of being wretched ——— 
Wretched, did I fay? How are Words to 

eſs what tis I mean! Twou'd be a 
Curſe beyond Damnation. She utter'd ma- 
ny more the like Extravagancies, till Da Lache, a 
little recover'd from the Aſtoniſhment her Be- 
haviour had put him in, interrupted her by ſay- 
ing that, if to be di/appointed of her Aim, wou'd 
plunge her in ſuch Horrors, the Pofſeffon of it 
muſt certainly afford her adequate Delight, and 
begg'd her to think on that, and rely on his 


form him by what Means. Well then, (ſaid 
the Baroneſs compoling her ſelf as much as poſ- 
fible) I will no longer doubt a ary, cr 
which never yet has fail'd me; nor in the leaſt 
imagine, that in the Perplexiry you ſee me you 
will not do your utmoſt for my Relief. Know 
then, continu'd' ſhe ſighing, my preſent Diſor- 
ders are oceaſion'd by a Paſſion, the Force of 
which I ne'er before experienc'd. Oft have 
I 3#k's, but never, never Jov'd till now. One 


the various Amours of many Years cou'd do 
Oh! I have ſeen a Man whoſe Looks! whoſe 
Voice! whoſe every Motion is Enchantment — 
Ac the firſt View my melting Soul diſſolv'd — 
but when he ralk'd, methought, my very Life 
flew from me, —— the ſoft Delight was more 
than Senſe cou'd bear. O, Du Lache, thou 
2 | know'f 


the Miftaken Refeniment., 15 
know ſt this Prodigy of Charms this Won» 
der of his Sex —— this more than Angel 
et, dull, dull as thou art! thou never fpok'ſt 
im as he is. Oft have I heard thy Tongue 
repeat the Name of Beauclarr, but not with Rap» 
tures to enflame Deſire. Why, too ungrate- 
ful Friend, wert thou fo careleſs of my Happineſs, 
as not to let me know that there were Joys in 
Love beyond all I had already taſted ? —— 
Cou'dft thou — Tell me, I ſay, is it owing to thy 
Stupidity, or the Thankleſsneſs of thy Nature that 
thou cou'dſt converſe with Beaxclair ! the ado- 
rable Beauclair, without a With Tortillis might 
be bleſt in his Poſſeſſion! *Tis impoſſible roxe- 
reſent the Confuſion that Du Lache was in when 
e heard the Name Beaxclair mention'd in that 
manner: He knew indeed, that he had al; the | 
Perfections that the Barone/s had deſcrib'd, and 
was not at all ſurpris'd to find her ſo much more 
charm'd with him than ever ſhe, bad appear d 
to be with any other; but he knew alſo that, 
all lovely as he was, the Graces of his Mizd were 
far ſuperiour to the Beauties of his Per/on, and 
was ſenſible there were ſome Obſtacles which 
he had good reafon to fear wou'd be invincible 
ones, in her way to the Happineſs ſhe aim'd at. 
In the firſt Place, the Heart of Beauclair had 
long been devoted to a young Lady fam'd for, 
and really Miſtreſs of, every Excellence that 
cou'd adorn a Woman; that he was contracted 
to her before he went to his Travels (from which 
he was but lately return'd) and that there wanted 
nothing to compleat the ſolemnizing the Nup- 
tials of this accompliſh'd Pair, bur the Reco- 
very cf a darling Brother, who at that time 
lay ill of a Fever. Bur tho! this of it ſelf 2 
| | uf 
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x6 The Injard Husband; or, 

ſufficient to deter Du Lache from entertaining any 
preſumpruous Hopes in favour of Tortillte, yet 
the Character of Beauclair was infinitely more ſo, 
he had Honour, Conſtancy, ' Good-nature, and 
to all theſe Virtues an excellent Penetration 
which render'd it almoft an Impoſſibility to im- 
poſe upon his Judgment : He plac'd not his Af- 
fections on Montamour (for that was the Name of 
his intended Bride) without a perfect Knowledge 
how worthy ſhe was of them: and the Charms 
of the one, and the Wiſdom of the other, was a 
Bulwark which this inſiduous Villain fear'd 
wou'd be impregnable to all the Stratagems his 
Cunning cou'd invent. The Vexation this Con- 
ſideration gave him kept him from making an 
immediate Anſwer to what the Baroneſs had ſaid, 
till gueſſing the true reaſon of his Silence, ſhe 
proſecuted her Diſcourſe in this manner. I won- 
der nor, reſum'd ſhe, that you appear diſorder'd 
at the Requeſt I make. A Lady who fat by 
me laft Night at the Opera, where I beheld this 
Idolof my Soul, gave me his whole Hiſtory, and I 
ſuppoſe tis his Engagement with Montamour 
makes you doubtful how far you may be able to 
prevail in behalf of Torzillfe.. You think, per- 
haps, her Charms maintain too forcible a Luſtre to 
be eclips'd by mine, and are unwilling to embark 
in a Deſign which you imagine cannot eaſily be 
— but know (continu'd ſhe with a. 


Frown) that I am reſolv'd to triumph over this 


happy Rival, or die in the Atrempt—— there- 
fore contrive ſome Means, and that this Moment 
too, to make me bleſt, or be aſſur'd I will not 
brook the Diſappointment unreveng'd. Du Lache, 
who knew the natural Obſtinacy of her Tem- 
per, made much more ſo by the Violence of her 
N R pireſent 


| +Defires;: — 3 po | 
fruitleſs to ſet before her Kyes the little Likelis; 
hood there was for her to ucgeed 5 all he cod 
do, was to entreat her Patience and proteſt by 
all ebe Oaths he cou'd invent; that be wou dN, 
ert his utmoſt Abilities to procure the Lo | 
ction ſhe requir d: And perceiving not 175 8 Ke 
_ an abſolute Dependance cod make her leit des. 
ſperate, he was oblig d co give her Hopes (hich, 
himſelf belicy'd were but fallagious) that inc 
few Days ſhe ſhow'd. he: in gs rote of alk: "het, 
Soul-wag;bent, on. adit 
It was now that he foundhimſalf i in choad : 
reſt Perplexity he had ever Leen in all his ies 
the more he Tonkder'd on the Promiſe... he; EY, 
made, the — e there appear d of ma-: 
king it good and to fail, he — would ruin. 
Fro wit mathe en or me bye 1 — Sub 
ſiſtance, is Hopes of making his n Fur 
tune, depended on her Favour, and he: 2 
moſt diſtracted, When, after à thor 
Preje ewe, he cou d find none that Gd baſs 3 
ble to ye it: He endeavour'd hñowever 49, 
delay the Misfortune he dreaded, and hy , 
cealing- his-inward: Pertarbat _ and always, in 
her Preſenee, appearing with his former Gaietys // 
made her indeed believe he really had found the 
Means of doing what ſhe expected from him; : 
To diyert her Thoughts much as poſſible from 
Beauclair, he never ſuffer d her to be Nee 3 and 
wheneyer 4 — Barons Apſence g gave them an Op- 
portunity, he contriv'd that either the Mats 
gueſs De. Souville, the. Chevalier St. Aumar, * 
onfienr. La 7555 , or ſome; otie/ or ther of 
d be perpetually 7 her 3 


| Ness, 
ut all this was of "bu Jitgle Efficacy, 1h 1e he were . 
2711 P 


pn lating ooh Ane wee Arcen; 
had been less grub, yer he was un- u, 
and; bort fore, moſt defiruble. Sbe was willing, 
however,ro triſfſe away che Time in theſe A- 
maſemente, till that happy Moment ſhould arrive, 
which was ro give her more eoſtatio Joys: And 
K ne. | v of Da Lache, and how 
* i was his Intefeſt to oblige her, did not 
)d6ubr- but that ſome way or other he 
00 bring it about. The Truth is, it ever was 
uppermoſt in his Thoughts, but he fbund ſo 
little likelihood that any Efforts he ſhow'd"make 
woe meet with Sueceſs, that he was begin- 
ning to deſpair hen on a ſudden, his prompt- 
ing Fiend, net ſeldom left him long unaided, 
put it into his Head, chat  Maiambiſelts \Sonsfoy 
migbt be of Uſein the Miſchief he cndeavour'd: 
Tis was a Lady whoſe extreme Love of hearit 
herſelf ſpeak made her often the Inſtrument o 
"| both God and II, without any Intention of her 
own ro ſerve the End of either ; the had à great 
den of Vunity in her Narres and therefore cou d 
not be wirhout an Share of Coguiarry in het 
Bebavibur, and as ſhe was exeeſſive fond of being 
Aamir d by che Men co ü nor be capable of an 
real Regurd for the F omen: She tobe a vaſt Plea- 
ſure in piquing any ont more amiable than her- 
ſa, and Was never ſo Happy* as when the" had 
| the Power of giving Pan? She dreſzd well, 
ay, and perfectly well ſhap'd, had 
ä roy lar Features, and-a moſt delicate Com- 
f——and'to all this, an uncommon quick- 
Love of 1 a ready Thought, a free 
and eaſie Delivery of her Words, — an enter 
8 taining Turn i nverſation, Which" made her 
yy every whore defir'd: She was ac- 
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4 both with Beauclair and JM 


| Maptamour, 
| 1555 175 che” larter tent in Iütimsey 3s 
he Diflercyce ES their Mußt 10 1 


; Was har difficult for a Ferſon ef mich lets 

Diſcetntebr than Bu brooch 0 8 whit 
11 er of Addrefs. wou'd Pe hol. 

BY ing Lady) He had Ra "Thi F 

to meet 72 at a 725 where” ec 

and from that ol k the Liberty 8 1675 


her at her; 1 58 95 5 92 not 
cuſe, nor ff he Hamout to 'forgro * 8 

and pe K Himſelf fat pots APE, 
after Act tho land Encomiims' 8 eau | Ts 
uſher' d int e Diſcourle,' he rates; Nx no. 
thing had. ever ſo 1 3 the Power of i 
him Urprize, as that Beaudair, Us Bad fc 
the Wonders of ber Charms, py: = far wro 
wy udgment,. and the. 2 
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rid far of bis Wit, to 72 
Prefexence i in his Eſteem: It muſt. be pet 


ndeed, faid this 1 5 Detractor, Ne 
e 1703 4 fige Shape 'and Air, 2 vaſt bar tee = 


abs 4, where Sanifoy is abſent is iſtrels of 
1 5 Graces 3 hy _ 
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3 Admiration of, Fa our, but I am very ſure 
_ that. 10 | beſides g Þ Wy any Paths be 
("Ef 3 | 5 well itz 4 Efteem an 3 a  erhaph, The little In- 
_ terruptian Ve has..to fear in his Addrefſes there, 
a 3 the greateſt, Inducement to his making em. 
ecuritys added the, is a. valuable Article in Mar- 
riage, and as he. deſigus her for a Wife, Houſe- 
wilt Silence, Aue Obedience And Hu- 
W 5 5 1 5 5 ifhments he thinks moſt 
ary, „But Madam! (reſum'd. Du Lacht, te- 
he had. We t her to a Diſpoſition pro- 
5 or his Purpo ). do you. 9505 belieye this 
eming virtuous 75 is What ſhe appears to be? 
Is there. no favourite Lover who in the dark 
Kane over Beauclair = I haye heard odd 
N which yet bear à Poſſibility of Trutb— 
For Heayens fake what ? (el Sansfoy 
N 57 Who is the Man? Pardon me, Ma- 
.dam.! anſwer'd he, 1 dare not make Reports, 
bl 1 hich Lam not {ure may not be fabulous 
1 would not for the World be guilty of In- 
1 juſtice Nay, tho* I knew all I have been 
30 Told were poſitively True, I am too tender of 
- Ladies Honour to repeat it. The natural Cu- 
WI || . Tiofity.. which always. made her ing; wifitive into 
the Affairs of every Body, pointed now with 
Malice, fill'd her with perfect Agonies; She wou'd 
have given almoſt a Limb to be let into this Se- 
Fret, and the greater Unwillingrieſs he pretend- 
ed to divulge ir, the more ſhe grew im patient 
ito. ers it: %e entreated him with fo. much 
 Earneftneſs, and ſo many Conjurations, that — 


+. . 
Y — * 
n 
N — 
— 
— 
re 


CT Ee, — 
wm. 1 3 . — — = y 
Br > 8 my F a 3 5 - l 
2 RISES 4 2% * < * ee — = — Y . 6 
_ 282 — ns by - > 1 7 x ot = — 
= L a « . "hy en : 2 l r 2 . 4 __ _- ed en 3 a - 
. wt 9 » GW, \ 2 2 2 Dm 2 * — ht. * 4 8 8 - 
r E et ore Hee T——— re neg Mew Ic; Cott 5 
5 n 4 0 * * | ru DT 1 w FY * 2 ron þ 2 
K ates N Se) LR „ - 3 1 ae 
* * 4 wth 8 8 by, 0 
l 8 i . 1 phe * AF. i . n A * n 8 S ow? 
"ue p „ * . 1 >= 2 4 1 4 
l * — Oy 1 s —_— — 3 -4 iu tw _ I 
0 * y a 3 Wenn vi: * rp . — * ” : 1 
3 e ee ee | Ba AER 
/ go + os — 
| . > 


x. C4 A rows 3 
ACS — n 
5 r 
eee 
MY x * 
7 
by a 2 * * "M7 
- ad. 1 N 3 
Ye os Bf pe 
RS. Fs 
* 


* 
ee e 


| S 
== 7 — 2 
— 4 


aſt he, ſeem'd won by "em, 2 md end her A WM 
Story; Which he had GET Inv nted'; "th 

of why WAS, that N ae Fee tid Tony 

been. 5 1 7 5 00 in; To 75 d all; the 


0 
ouſly Fake. 2 2 [ 
if he had. e a 1 more. = ini 
to her; he knew allo t 
= with Fe ef 5 5 


all theſe Foe fries Wy: to N the? cenforis 
Sansfoy- believe all he ſaid, yet he was ROB 
there was Occaſion for Ds ate, and'ftr 951 
ger, to oblige. the reſt of the World tc enter 
tain an ill Opinion of a Woman wh Had eber 
behav d With an exemplaty Diſcretion. = 
This was the firſt Step Du Lache had mide 8 
to ward the diſuniting the Affections of theſe f 100 
amiable Perſons; the next was to ingratiate him 
ſelf as as much as poſſibie with Bite had 
A good Voice, and Judgment in Mulick, and 
being 80 old that Gentleman was a great Admirer 
of it, found means to oblige bim to a liking of 
his Converſation, by preſenting him With ome 
fine Compoſitions which he pretended; had been 
ſent him by ſome of the beſt Maſters in Huh whom 
he kept a Correſpondence with. Not all Bra#- 
clair's Wiſdom 'cou'd defend his Good. nature 
"from being deluded, by the Artifice of this com- 
pon e to all Honour and Vi irtue, he be- 
IX Ec . came | 
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not 55 Fiat e to 0 Ja 

Dif 17 7 70 vaſt 15 of 1255 4 
e ee fats $a gag 
Sa 9 now, bi to hope 
1 cee de a 1 
A e had done her; he d md 
p ' ments however, 978 ec to 5 
? 0 had 8914 F it, _ baſe 
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AB Ne ua lie which m eg tp th os 1 
of Reach ir 1 ere; Were, certain 2107 & m 
Wbzeh prov'd him not 1 * ne. From 


heir Conyerfation, he, ather'd, gs, Im- 


FOE of Indjgnities ah a too prear Apritbde 


40 credit all Reports t at ſhould Pe made Him, 
gave Freachery an advaniaglous Grohe! to dart 


her 


1 


ber — 8 and perbeiv ing tlrat thoſe lit- 
2 — 2 A 
nr te give him Pam, herd{blv'd/roftirengthen 
what ſhe fd by Prog which ſhould wer the 
Aenne mer ein vo) rage e 
Tonears and Le 


other Bepen ance than their Wits, anch if em- 
pore in a 
n 


ny Deſigu which ehey found-it ther 
tereſt td undertake, thought it the leit of cheir 
Buffneſs co enguire whether it were honourable or 
not. A pübfek Oath, r private Afſiflination, 
were What at any time a Proſpect of . 
age would ſead them to Du Laobe was per · 
fedly acquiinred witch their Principles und — 
bis Duys of Povert 
Ki and Wee re ma made no Doubt bur he 
ſhou d Hd them both willing and able tb ſerve 
bim in His 
Beauc iiur he 
having communicatedthe whole matter 
and receiv'd' their: Promiſes 6f-Aﬀſtance; they 
donn Stmtagem which Was AC» 
If « go the nee Moftitng: in cen 
Du Lache went pretty early co give de Bor- 
u to Beaucha at his 'Lodgings,. and after ſome 
Jittle Difeourſe' of ordinary Airs, askid chat 
Gentleman, whom he Rhe to be a Lover of it, 
ro Walk Wich him, it being a Morning full of 
Temptation 3 the Propsſition was agreeable, and 
as ſoon as he Was dreſt they went together on 
Foot toward the Loupre, deſigning for the Gar- 
dens: But as they turi d the Gerder of a lixtle 
back Lane, Which carried them to the great 
W "before the” Palace" N 
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Sansfoy Bad made, had'béeg fur. 


Le ogg, were Men hat bad ne 


had - been dne of icheir NI. 


ge Afar Phe 'Mometiv/hedeft 
ſent for e te his Lodgin . — 


— ———— —— — ve" II - * —— 


F 
t 
„ 
* 
+ 
* 
. 
q 
4” 
# 
, 
22 

* 

7 
1 
2 

* 

* 
* 
71 

of { 

7 
- 
- 
4 
: 
1 
A 
4 
LU 
"ad 
5 
2 
ol 
% 
* 
* 
PM 
= 
* 

—_— 

v7 

5 

* 

. 
* 
+4 

: 
- 


* 
91 
17 
© 
: 
* } 
+ 
t 
9 
b 
; 
* a 
1 
1 
4 
4. 
1 
5 
w 
. + 
* 
” : 
FEM 
TH 
„ 
1 
7 
4 
1 
Ap 
1 1 
1 
15 
* 
— 
1 
oF 
3b. 
2 
= 
+ 
+} 
if 4 
6 
= 
of. 


E 


"7 
_ 
— 
*. 1 
1 
* 
12 
4+ 1 
. 
N 
» 4 
2 
oy 
8 
4 {4 
a : 
. 
. 
M4 
1-635 
Fx: 
5 Y 
SE. | 
* 
1 
5 
be 
7 
rf 
= 
* 
Fg 
= 


"71 $6,997 


| 1477 
19 - 
#7] 3 
WT... 
> FF 

181 s 
1 3 <7 
». 1 7 * þ Bur 
1 "= 
1 . 

* * 

1 
19 £8.” 

2 * 

N 1 
* ? > 

3 LI 

+4 s 

„ * 

Fo 
Sf. xa) 
97 4 174 5 

1 

70 
* + v.54 

4% 31 
N WM - 
1 ws 
* YE» 
* 7 
1 " 3 
» # k. 

; F 
„ A 4 
x bt = 
Y - E 
oF 3 

ts 
0 1 3 
IG > 

Bats . 

1 

1 
1 
1 
5 N * 
1 

4 * 
v= 7 * 

I f 
. 
154. 88 
1 * x 
= c : 

4 
1* 37 

; * 1 7 
7 7 
$ 8 1 
my Ts 
4s N 


2 


2 - * 
gp. good 
. — 
1 N - . 
* J — * 
cis EY — 


1 * ®, 
SUN 


= newt * » — — * 9 I D e 4 
- —̃ ——ů ů ů ů ¶ 4 ; | | 
3 5 7 - hee * 
STS! 2 Ip i; WO vr = — — 2 5 2 . 1 — —— * 1— 
* * — 7" 3 = - : Y 
NOR ag 7 . 3 Sr 
, * * 
+ 


* * "EIN 8 
a e. 


n 
0 — oo 3p E 
8 wo TWISTED 
2. 4 — bo 4 
7 * Nl 6 ' X K 
E on Ne NS 


Lo 


5 4s 


— hh 


— — 
—— . — 
. 


W TO. 2% 


be 
. oy 
5 
1 + ka 
web * ic 
* "8. / 
l of BY. * 
7 Tp 
1-532 
+ IP, : 
* C C7 
7] * 
e 
1 784 * 
x pt * 4 
F# 1 is 
r 
1 
91 
18 
3, "+ 
* +. £ 
f + 1 
0 1 
* 1 
14 1 
: "x LE 
in, 
$24 0:42; 
19-239 2 


* 
' 
* 
ih 
5 
* 
£ 
W 
by 
2 
1 * 


1 . z 
* 4 1 
r 
: X : 
F 
bf; J 
1 * | 


P57 ? 
ry * . 
1 2 
3 
1 
7 "of 
© * 

- 

: 

2 
4© 
3 

. 


£4 Pas > Wes ow o U 2 
* ow CE SMCS 
Bm — . 


y CE Ls on 
. 
— — was 
7 
a wn 


— 


24 The Injurd Husbaud; *, 


engag' d in ſo furious a manner, as if each had 
yow'd the other's Death: But one of chem ſeem'd 
leſs $kilful in the 6 uſe of his Weapon, and Was 
preſs't upon by his Adverſary with ſo much Ad- 
vantage, that in all Appearance he muſt have 
fallen or yielded, if Beauclair and Du Lache, no 
Perſons happening to be near, had not run 

in to his Relief: The Moment they advanc'd, 
the Perſon that ſeem'd to be the Foil'd, took to his 
Heels, and was immediately out of Sight; his 
Antagoniſt made an offer of purſuing, yet not 
ſo eagerly but that he was eaſily with-held by 
Beauclair,, who asking what had been the Occa- 
ſion of their Quarre}/ and how it happen'd that 
they bad made Choice of a Place ſo. unfit: for 
their Purpoſe, cou d get no other Anſwer from 
him, than that he was undone | and that to have 
been hinder'd from purſuing the Perſon with 
whom he had been fighting, was a more cruel 
Misfortune than the Loſs of his Life would have 
been, had the other got the better. . Beauclair 
was prodigiouſly amaz'd at theſe Words; he 
could not imagine that a Fellow of the Rank 
he appear'd to be (being dreſs'd. after the man- 
ner off a Valet) cou'd have ſo nice a Senſe. of 
Honqur' as to prefer it to his Life,. and had a 
great Curioſity to know of what Nature this 
Affair was, which made him extremely pleas'd 
when Du Lache pretending an equal Aſtoniſh- 
ment, preſs'd the Man to relage.. it. At laſt, 
 leemingly.. overcome by the Perſfwations of Gen- 
tlemen to whom he qw'd his Safety, he told 

em (after he had engag'd their Promiſes never to 
reyeal:the Secret he was about to intruſt em with) 
poche was a Dependant on Monſieur 3 


the Mifpaker Reſentment. 25 
had formerly liv d with him, and was now emy 
ploy d by him in the Conduct of an Amour which, 
If diſcover' d, wou' d gextainly be of fatal Conſe- 
quence: The young Lady, ſaid he, with whom 


3s of Quality, and has a Brother, whom. the lealt 


Occaſion of Suſpicion wou'd ſet on fire for the 
Honour of his Family. Every Body knows the 
Temper of Madamoiſelle Galliard, that ihe. is one 
of the moſt jealous Women on Earth, and ber 
ing fix' d in a Belief xhat ſhe is not ſo well in her 


* 


Husband's Affections as ſhe cou'd. with, makes it 


> . w „ " : 


her whole Study to find out what Woman is the 
Cauſe, for ſome: ſuch: one ſhe is ſure there is, 


and if diſcoyer'd will not fail to expoſe her in 


the moſt groſs and ſhameful manner imaginable. 
Now you muſt know, Meſjeurs! (continu'd he) 
that this Lady being pretty clolely obſery d by 
the Brother I told you of, and a Gentleman 
whom ſhe is ſhortly to be married to, cannot ab- 
lige my Maſter with her Converſation, neither 
ſo frequently nor ſo long as both of em defireg 
bur his Impatience had contriy'd a Way to re- 
medy that Mis fortune. He provided a little Lad- 
der of Ropes, which ſhe faſtening to her Win- 


dow, he might caſily enter, and paſs a whole 


Night with her. This very Ladder, and a Let- 
ter appointing the Hour he was to go, I was this 
Morning to deliver ro her; but, Oh unlucky 
Accident! Madamoiſelle, whether ſhe over- heard 
the Orders he was giving me, or whether ſhe 
only ſuſpected my ſo often coming to the Houſe 


and being in private with my Maſter was on 


ſomé ſuch Deſign, I know nor, hut the imme- 
diately {ent a Fellow, à Creature entirely at her 
Peyotion, after me, who following me wirhgur 
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26 The Injur d Husbam; or, 


my taking Notice, or in the leaſt n 55e 8 he 
Was behind me, til we came into this bye Lane, 
where heſnatch'd my Bundle from me, which, un- 
ſuſpecting any fuch- thing, 1 held careleſſy in my 
Hand, he immediately whipt it into his Pocket, 
and drawing his Sword to defend his Prize, per- 
ceiving I Was doing the ſame to recover it, en- 
gag'd me in the manner in which you found us. 
There was a viſible Alteration in Beauclairs 
Counrenance from the firſt Moment this Fellow 
mention'd the Name of Calliard, but when he 
Herd him ſay, the Lady to whom he ſhould 
Have deliver*d the Ladder of Ropes, had à Bro- 
#her, and that ſhe was in a ſhort Time to be 
married, his Face ſeem'd dy'd in Crimſon, his 
Eyes ſhot Fire, and wild 1 mpatience diſtorted 
every Feature. With what a Pleaſure Da Lache 
ebſery'd it, the Reader will eaſily imagine, for 
I believe none will be ſo ſtupid as por to fee that 
This was the'Contrivance which had been form'd 
the Night before, and that thoſe Fellows who 
ſeem'd ſuch Poes, were no other than Le Fonge 
and Toncarr, who had confederated with the o- 
, and irwented this Story, which was likely 


"though to confirm the Suſpicions Pzauclair had 


Already, thro Fang Suggeſtions, conceiv'd of 
the unblameable Mid This artful Vil- 
Jain, to farther the baſe Deſign ſo ſucceſsfully 
begun, immediately cried out in a ſeeming Aſto- 
ent, Oh Badem! This Lady whom you 
Dave been I peaking of, is no other than Monta- 
- and 9 is Gentleman, to whom with me 
You ve been diſcovering her Weakneſs, the 
very Man who was defign'd to make her happy 
ain a Husband. A thouſand Circumſtances con- 


eur to make me know my Fears are but too true. 
— What 


e Re N 2 


— What have I Gore (reruriid the orher wirk 
a. Well counterfeited Terror) what have T faid? = 
Wrereh that I am has my unwary Tongue 
let lip ought that may diſcover what᷑ my Ma- 
ſter wou'd not for his Soul have kng wn 
has any inadvertent Word eſcap'd' me, that my 
give you reaſon'to ĩmagine tis Mumamour who'is 
cnarnour'd of 'Gaf#ir#to ſo high' degree, that 
for his Sake the can conſent r6 ſuffer reedoms, 
ſuch as I have been fpeaking of Oh roo too 
ſure, (continu'd he rearing bis Hair) | am, 

ſome fatal Accident, made guilty, the Secret 2 
my Maſter is bezray*d, the Lady is expos'd, and 
we are all ruin d. No, no, (faid Beauclair, aſſumi 


as much as poſſible his accuſtom'd Scronity- 0 


"4 


Countenance) you are ſo far from being 


of any thing can be cad a Crime, that in a. 


king this Diſcovery, thoꝰ undeſign'd by you, you 
hive, oblig'd a Gezeered WhO er Will 8 
grateful. Take this (added he giving him u purſt 
of Gold) and ever be affur'd tõ find 4 Friend in 
Beauclair. The Fellow ſeem'd to ſtart at the 
Name of Beautlair, and after having ſeveral 
Times repeated, Good God! is it pofſſbſe ! fell on 
his Kites, entreating him, that in whät männer 
ſoever he expreſod his Reſentments, that he 
would take no notice of him in the Aﬀair. I uch 
an unfortunate Gentleman, added he, who hive 
a large Family, and no other Dependance "than 
Sel vour of my Miſter, and as it was not thro* 
Bente eg Accident I have made you acquainred 
with this Hiſtöry (little ſuſpecting, Heav'n knows, 

how deeply y you Were intereſted in it) 1 1 
unhappy Children ay not ſuffer för the = 

of os iu Father; far, ſure I am, if Mon 
Galliatd ſhou'd Klo it is from me you * 
the 
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the Secret, my Life would: be the firſt Sacrifice. 
he would offer to his Miſtreſs's: Reputation. 
been endeavouring to quell, return'd, at this laſt 
Word, with greater Violence than ever; and 
wholly unable to contain his Fury His Miſtreſs! 
interrupted he, Oh Damnation on the Thought! 


ten thouſand Fiends torture her falſe deceiving 


* 4. £4 


Dua Lache had not reminded him of the Place 
they were in, and intreated him to conceal, his 
Diſorders till he ſhould come into one where 
Privacy ſhou d more conveniently permit him to 


zndulge them. Beauclair thank d him for this 


friendly Admonition, and turning to Le Songe 
(for it was he who had entertain'd him with this 


ine Invention) bad him be eaſie, for what ever 


He ſhou'd determine, to revenge the Wrongs Gal 
Ziard had done him, it ſhou'd never be known 
by what means he made a Diſcovery of them. 
Du Lache parted from his confederate Villain 
With an applauding Smile, for the Succeſs of 
an Enterprize which they promis'd themſelves 
to be very han 8 at hereafter, ., and. follow'd 
:Brauclajr, Who, with an Air that ſpoke his in- 
ward Agitations, Was walking toward the Palace 
Gardens: They took two or three Turns there, 
but the Charms of the Morning having drawn 
a good deal of Company, it grew troubleſome 115 
15 Es this 


| v 4 
I =. — 
ry by of xm * 19 [2 > 


the Miftaken Reſentment. 129 
this diſtracted Lover; he went Home again, and 
giving Orders not to be diſturb'd, ſhur himſelf 
into his Cloſer with Du Lache. It was now this 
ſubtle Inſinuater had an Opportunity of making 
every thing appear as he would have it: The 

xrudent and reſerv'd Behaviour which render d 
79 an envy'd Example to all the young 
Ladies of her Time, by his Suggeſtions now 
ſeem'd all Artifice; and the Heart which had ſo 
long, and ſo juſtly, paid Homage to her as the 
moſt truly adorable" of her Sex, was now brought 
to conſider her as the vileſt. At firſt his Reſo- 
lurions were to ſend a Challenge to Galliard, but 
his miſchievous Adviſer with reaſon; fearing that 
if they fought, which ever got the better, ſuch 
an Encounter might produce an Eclairciſſement 
ſufficient to detect his Villainy, perſwaded him, 
that as ſhe had render'd herſelf unworthy of his 
Affection, ſhe alſo had of his Regard, and that it 
was too much to hazard his Life in a Cauſe 
which when known cou'd neither add to his Ho- 
/ nour, or reſtore that of the Perſon for whom he 
fought. To what End Monſieur, ſaid he, ſhowd 
you engage in a Quarrel of this Nature? Galliard .- 
is not a Rival whoſe Addreſſes may, but already 
bave obtain'd every thing to the Prejudice of 
your Paſſion, and ſhou'd your Sword have all the 
Advantages you cou'd defire, what wou'd it a- 
vail? Montamour wou'd not be leſs unſully'd; his 
Blood cou'd never waſh her Stains away, nor 
cou'd his Death give back that Virtue which 
alone can make her worthy of your Love. He 
us'd many more Arguments of this nature; and 
finding the other inclinable to liſten to every 
thing he ſaid; Methinks, refum*d" he, it better 
wou d become a Paſſion injurꝰd to that Degree 
| | yours 
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yours is, to pay the Toiuſtice with Scorn 1 
Anger, . and, ſince Heay'n, K a Means ſo 
unexpected has: given you a perfe Knowledge | 
of her Per dy, to imagine you will ſtill A: 
tinue any Profeſſions ons of Tenderneſs there, wou d 
= | be to a. the moſt deſpicable Notions of 
5 | | | rs Un derſtanding; ro deft from them, with- 
{| ondeſcending to give her any Reaſon for ſo 
11 — =p wou'd he the moſt galling Revenge you 
1 can take. all thoſe who have ſeen your 
Willi Adorations be 7 of your Contempt, 
ig Chance ſhow'd bring you foto her Preſence, be 
i: hold ber w1 — — — ſpeak of her with 
El || e and, 15 poſſible, think of her as ſhe de- 
1 ſeryes, with Hate: Or, (continu'd he, perceivin 
Beaudlair cou'd not forbear ſighing at chat Worch 
ol af tha is a Task too difficult to be accompliſh'd 
wil |! preſently, feigu at leaſt to do ſo: — Believe me, 
3 bed am perfectly well acquainted with the Hu- 
the Sex, that nothing is ſo reat a Shock 
ndifference.- Rage, tho' expreſt in 
Shes udeſt manner, ſtill diſcovers. there are Re- 
mains of Pa lion in the Heart which harbours i it, 
and only feeds the Pride of her tis vented on; 
hut a ſedate, an Anregarding Air, ſtabs the vain Co- 
geette in the tendereſt Part. You ſpeak my Senſe, 
Er 1 1 do not believe any thing, jo 
ſtinging to Womankind, as when they find 
4 Power of creating Inquietudes are paſt; 
and yet (ery d he! after a Pauſe) I ne'er Hs dh 
dn Montamqur that Humour — but, (added he 
hanging his Voice) ſhe is. all Artifice ———all 
damn d Deceit, and knows how to dreſs the worſt 
of Vices witha Shgwof Virtue. Du Lache, I hate 
per, by Heav'n I do, - and ſhe = ſhall know 


Es Pl wrige, and tell her ſo this nech e 
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ment. Alas! reply'd he, how little is a Soul, in 
the Condition yours is, capable of judging of its 
own Conceptions —— to ſay you haze, is to 
confeſs you love. for Heaven's ſake do not 
thus unman your ſelf, —— if you muſt write, 
let it be What? interrupted Beauclair. I 
wiſh, rejoin'd the other, you'd give me leave to 
dictate. With all my Heart, (anſwer'd he) write 
2 think moſt proper what you 
yourſelf in the like. LA be wou'd fehr 
take care be ſure, not to let flip one Word may 
look like Tenderneſs, and I will copy't over and 
ſnd it d ber . dit ran 
Thus did this unſuſpecting Gentleman, blinded 
by Paſſion, and ſooth'd. by the baſe, Arts of the 
moſt treacherous of all Villains, join in the De- 
ceit againſt himſelf, and aid the Ruin of his own 
Hopes. Du Lache was too aſſiduous in Miſchief 


O give him Time for Reflection, and taking P en 


and Paper immediately writ in this manner. 
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#9; Nothing gen, baſe than for: the Tongue 
1 er Pen io male Profeſſions ofa Paſſion which 
the Heart it a Stranger to, yet nothing is more in 
faſhion even among thoſe: who pretend to the greateſt 
Honour, of both Sexes ; but, as I reſalue to he for ever 
our of it, ſo I will not accuſe you, tecauſe 1 will not 
give you the Trouble of endeavouring at 4 Fuſtifica: 
tion, which will be altogether vs. 
This, therefore, comes to bid you an cterual Adieu, 
wiſhing you à long Series of Gontentment in thoſe A. 
mufements: you are Pleas'd, at preſent, io place your 
Telicity in; and that the Memory of auiat „ 
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This, being extremely approv'd of by Beauclair, 
was immediarely copy'd over by him, and ſent to 
Montamour: but notwithſtanding the Rage he 
wus in, and the ſreming Reaſon he had to be ſo, 
the Reſpect he had al ways been accuſtom'd to 
pay this Lady, not all his Belief of her Unwor- 


l * 7 
R To # 4 — 43 
S., 
. 


ineſs cou d utterly erace; he cou'd not bring 
himſelf to treat her in this manner, without giv- 
ing to his own Soul a Shock the moſt ſenſible it 
cord” ſuſtain; and tho' he was perſwaded to an 
Aſſurance that what he did was entirely right, 
= ag not do it without Agonies incxpref- 
einen e Is 98. 
But if the Sender of theſe cruel Lines felt ſuch 
Diſquiets, how infinitely more terrible muſt their 
Influence be on the unfortunate Receiver ! the 
innocent, injur'd Montamour ! Tho! her Modeſty, 
and the natural Reſervedneſs of her Temper, had 
kept her from making ſuch violent Declarations 
of her Paſſion, as many of her Sex are too apt 
to do, yet never Woman lov'd to a greater or 
more ſublime Degree; had Life and Beauclair's 
Satisfaction been at Stake, ſhe wou'd have made 
no Scruple to relinquiſn the one, if by it ſhe = 
might have purchas'd him the other. With ſuch 
à Profuſion of Tenderneſs ſhe regarded him; 
that her whole Soul was taken up, and render'd 
incapable of any other Thought; nor had ſhe 
till this unhappy Moment, thro' the ma” 
| er 


her Affection eyer met with the leaſt Cauſe; 80 
make her 5 2 ſhe could be leſs devoted to AY 
How prodigious then, how much beyond what 
Words can repreſent, or even Thought, unfecling 
it, conceire muſt be her Aſtomſhment, her 
Grief, her Indignation, at theſe diſtracting Lines! 
It was but twWG Days ſince he had parted from 
her with all the Tokens of a Soul- raptur d Paſ- 
ſion, and what now cou'd,, move him to abjure 
it and renounce his Vows, was ſomething ſo a- 
mazing, that it ſeem'd impoſſible. She 
cou'd not preſently believe her Eyes: . She 
read the, fatal Scroll again and again, and being 
perfectly aſſured it was his Haud, had not the 
leaſt hold for Hope his Heart was untainted with 
the Vices common to his Sex —— She, found 
herſelf utterly abandon'd, the Letter told her ſo, 
in Words too plain to ſuffer, her to make a doubt 
of it; and what ſhe endur'd in that Reflection, 


none, but thoſe in the like Circumſtance, can 


. 9 5 The Hints he gave, that ſhe. plac'd her 
elicity in Amuſements in which he had no 
Part, ſhe conſider'd as the common Artifice of 


Mankind, who. when they no longer find iti to 
their Satisfaction to continue their Profeſſions, 


to veil their own Inconſtancy and Levity of 
Nature, throw the Odium on the Perſon they 
forſake: and in this View he appear'd ſo, black, 
that ſor ſome Moments ſhe found Eaſe in Hate. 
Stript of thoſe Graces (ſaid ſhe to herſelf) which 
diſtinguiſh'd him from the reſt of Men, and 
which alone cou'd excuſe the Idolatry of my fond 
Soul, I ſhould deſerve the baſe Contempt he 
treats me with, ſhou'd I perſiſt to love, no, 
I'll deſpiſe him, drive him from my Heart for- 
ever — Ungrateful, as he is— unworthy even of 

my 
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54 The Tofu Huobanlt: dy," 
my Remembranee,' This Reſolution ſeem' d in- 
deed, moſt confornitit®to” Reaſon'; Hur alas! * 
little are the Slaves of Love capable of obeying 
ſuch Dictates? The'Weakneſs'of Her Sex, or ra- 
4 the Weakneſs of ther Paſſion; threw her im- 
medintel/ into fofr -Oothplainings. wo 'Beaurlair's 
ten thbuſind Charms, his flow in g Wit, his ſweet 
enchanting Air, his tender Proteſt ations,” Lan- 
guiſhments,/and Vows, all came Reh into: her 
I Mifd,aid* Streams of Tears put out che Fire of 
at Rage: It was about Noon when ſhe receiv'd 
i | chis ſurpriſing Letter; and altogether. utifir for 
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Converſation, "the "was oblig'd to 'feign herſelf 
indiſposd, to avoid dining with her Brother who 
Rvid in the Houſe * with her, and was but juſt 
recovering from a ſong Fit of Sickneſs : The 
Neceſſity {ſhe had of Pihririg his Preſence till 
ſhe had a little overcome her Diſorders, was no 
__ Addition to them: The Marria Cere- 
ony between her and Brautlair waited only 
for tbis Gentleman's return of Health, and what 
Pretence the ſhou'd make for breaking i it off, ſhe 
knew not; for the Thought of telling bim ip 
What manner ſhe was ußd by her ungrateful 
Lover, was . mol out of a Wo- 
maniffi Pride of diſdaining to confeſs ſhe had 
been forſaken, but becauſe ſhe' knew not how 
far and how fatally his Reſentment might tran- 
ſport him, i in the Vindication of a Siſter affront- 
ed in ſo unpardonable a manner. If her Ten- 
dernels for Beauclair had, by his late Bebaviour, 
been fendred leſs prevalent, ſhe had a 1 nel 
ſity in her Soul which made her lo k upon 
Revenge as a Paſſion juſtly to be abtiorr'd ; and 
how to prevent it, her Brother be ng naturally 
—— — her Diſturbances little inferior wo to 
er 


The Miftakew Reſentment: 33 
her others. She had alſo. a long and an uncafie - 
Debate within berſelf e no the ſhou'd 
anſwer thoſe. Lines which. had made ſo ſudden 
an Alteration. in her Fate, or whether ſhe ought 
to anſwer them at all; and the Uncertainty in 
what Way it was beſt for e proceed in an 
Affair ſo) every way diſtracting, took from ber 
the Power of doing any thing for ſomę 
Time. „77. N 1 © 7 1 | oy N „ 2 
Tho! . tis poſſible whatever ſhe had whic 
Du Lache might have found means to confute, 
and by conſtruing her Words rurn'd em to fa- 
vour his Deſign, yer her Silence furniſh'd him 
with an Opportunity of perſwading Beauclair, 
that it was not only an Argument of her Guilt, 
but alſo, chat had ſhe but the leaſt Deſire to re- 
tain a Place in his Affections, ſhe wou d have 
made a Tryal of her Power, and endeavour' d to 
regain him: Her taking no Notice of yours Let- 

ter (ſaid he) is 2 proof that ſhe rejoices in an Oc- 
caſion to break with you, and thinks to be e - 
ſteem'd hy you is of ſo, little Conſequence, that 
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ſhe will not be at the Pains of one Invention (pf 
which her Brain is ſufficiently ſtor'd) to pur- 


chaſe it. With theſe kind of Suggeſtions he was 
always at his Ear, haunted him like his Shadow 
 whereſaever he went, and never ſuffer'd his Re- 
ſentments, by a Moment's Ceſſation, to grow 
cool, till he 3 he had entirely brought a- 
bout his End, of extirpating all Remembrances 
which might riſe in his Soul in favour of Man- 
Famonr. | + | 
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Things being in this fayourable Poſition, * 
thought it now high Time to introduce the 
Baroneſs. into his Acquaintance; he had often 
mention'd her to him as a Perſon the moſt ex- 
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_ 36 The Injurd Husband; or, 
11 traordinary of her Sex, and every now and then 
ti took Occaſion to tell him he had ſeveral Times 
heard her ſpeak the Name of Beauclair with a 
kind of Tranſpoft. Were the unmarried (ſaid 
the cunning Villain) and Miſtreſs of an Empire, 
the Admiration ſhe;pays your Virtues (for ſhe'is 
0 no Stranger either to your Perſon or Character) 
9 wou'd moſt certainly intitle you to ſhare it with 
bh her. ,There are very few People, if any, of ei- 
ther Sex, tho* never ſo free from what we call 
Vanity, that feel not a ſecret Pleaſure in hear- 
wo ing themſelves prais d, and indeed where ſuch a 
'., Deſire is not immoderate, it is rather an Argu- 
1 Fill ment of a noble than a baſe Nature. Ambition is 
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1 laudable when it extends no farther than to ex- 
1 cel in thoſe Qualities which may render us a- 
1 greeable to Society, ſerviceable to the World, 
| and pleaſing to Heaven; but when diſregarding 
the Subſtance and graſping ac the Shadow, we aim 

I only at the Reputation of a Perfection, without 
1 taking any Pains ro make us worthy of it, tis idle 
_  Oftemtation, and often draws the Owner into 
worſe Vices, Envy and Detraction. Such a Per- 
ſon can hardly endure another to be ſpoke well 
of, whereas the other hears his Companion 
extoll'd with. no other Uneaſineſs than a ſecret 
Indignation againſt himſelf, for either his Inabi- 
lity or want of Application, to attain thoſe Vir- 
tues he finds ſo univerſally applauded. Beauclair 
cou'd not be poſſeſt of ten thouſand inimitable 
Graces, and be ignorant they merited Admira- 
Rh: tion, and tho? he was ſo accuſtom'd to create it, 
. that he cou'd not be much tranſported at what 
| Du Lache told him of the Baroneſs, yet the 
Sweetneſs of his Diſpoſition made him always 
think himſelf oblig'd to the good Opinion of any 
er | clit, 
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one, much more to a Lady's of whom he heard 
ſuch Wonders. He ſeem'd very well pleas'd to 


encourage an Acquaintance with her, and the ra- 


ther becauſe he hop'd the Converſation of a Wo- 
man ſo agreeable and witty, as ſhe had been re- 


preſented, might be a means more effectual to 
drive Montamour from his Thoughts, than he 
found all the Efforts he had been able to make. 


The Day which was appointed for him toac- 


company Da Lache in his Viſit to her being ar- 
riv'd, it is not to be doubted but that, having 
notice of it, ſne took all imaginable Care to ap- 


pear amiable in his Eyes; if there be any Charm 


which Art and Study can acquire, neither was 
here wanting to procure it; her Dreſs, her Looks 


and her Behaviour were all fram'd to pleaſe, and 


having: e inform'd herſelf by Da Lache 
what beſt wou'd ſuit his Humour, ſhe threw the 
vain Coquette entirely off, and wore the Appear- 


ance of the Woman of Honour ——— Her Car- 


riage, tho” affable and complaiſant, was all on the 
Reſerve, nor did ſhe (ſo exact was ſhe in Diſſi- 
mulation) in the leaſt Word er Action, all the 
Time he ftay'd with her, ſwerve from the moſt 


nice Punctilio of Modeſty. 2 parted ex- 


tremely fatisfy'd with each other; he conſider'd 
her as an agreeable Acquaintance, and ſhe him, as 
a Man whom in Time ſhe might be able to ſubdue. 
After this they had frequent Interviews, fome- 
times. at her own Houſe, and ſometimes 
at Madamoiſelle D'ovrier's where Du Lache had 
alſo introduc'd him as if it were by Chance, 
and not with any Deſign of meeting the Baro- 
neſs; tho? this indeed was one of thoſe Places 
of Rendezvous before mention'd. But tho' his 
Carriage was full of Gallantry and Compla? ſance, 

| D3 yec 
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yer neither his Words nor Actions had any Sim- 
ptoms of that Paſſion ſhe was ambieious of in- 


ſpiting, and which alone cod make her eaſie: 


Fo inform this Dulnefs of Nature (as ſhe ac- 
counted it) ſhe began to leſſen her Referve, and 
aſſuming an Air all ſoft and tender; talk'd to 
him, and look'd on him with that fort of kind 
Concern as is uſual berween the moſt near and 
affectionate Relations; and believing ir neceſſary 
to give ſome little Hints that there was ſome- 
penny yet more endearing in her Soul, wou'd now 

and then let fall a Word, caſt an orou= Glance 
and vent a Sigh, as if it had eſcapꝰd her in ſpire 


of her Endeavours to reſtrain it; in fine, ſhe 


dt wirb ſuch Atrifice; that he muſt have 
been as inſenſtblit as he was really diſterning, 
not to have erceiv'd ſhe Jod him; but the Re- 
luctance with which the'ſcer'd te let any thing 


flip which might give him Cauſe to imagine he 


Bad made an preffon on her, extremely 
Heightned his Eſteem; and the“ he Rad not been 
able to drive the Idea of Montamour ſo much out 
of his Mind as to be capable of entertaining a 
new Flame, yet he Low + not help feeling a 


ſecret Satis faction in the Influence he found he 


had over a Soul ſo nicely virtuous, and full of 


noble Sentiments, as he believ'd hers to be. 


The good Opinion he had of her, may, perhaps, 
ſeem ſtrange, conſidering in What a vaſtly dif- 
ferent Light her Character appear di in the Eyes 
of moſt People; bur rift, Dx Larbe (whe had ta- 
ken care, to prepoſſeſs tim with Notions all to 


Her Advanta ge) mtrodue'd! him to her; he was ut- 


terly unac Udeitten either with her Fame or Per- 


fon. His Travels had taken him op ſome Vears; 


4 fi nce his Return to Pur, 3 
wit 
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with Montamour, and the ſincere; Tenderneſs he 


had for her, entirely engroſs:di all his Hownsy and 


left him not a Moment to throw away on En- 


quiries after any other Woman; and as the 8 weers 


neſs of his Diſpoſition made him always ready to 


think the beſt of every Bady, it is not to he 


wonder'd at, that for a Time he was:deceiv'd 


into a Belief of the Baroneſs's Mirtu. 


But the Reſpect which his too favourable O- 


pinion had inſpir'd him with, was far from for- 


warding what her Wiſhes aim'd at. She eaſily 
perceiv d it, and truly judging, by the Fire ſhe 


obſerv'd in his Compoſition, by the tender Lan- 


or which ſometimes trembled in his::thining 


yes, and by the Air of all his Motions, i hat he 
was no Enemy to ſoft Deſireg, and that the di- 
ſtant Complaiſance with which he treated her, 
was more owing to the Belief he had, that to 
offer at a nearer Familiarity would not he re- 


ceiv d, than to any Diſlike to her, ar>Coldnels 


in his own Nature, ſhe reſolv'd! to act in ſuah a 
manner for the future as ſhould! let him ſee that 
it was impoſſible for him to pteſumt beyond a 
Pardon. She communicated her Intention to 
Du Lacheg and order'd him that on all Oppor- 
tunities he ſhould hint to Beauclair ſomephing of 
her Paſſion, ſeem to be ſurprisd at rhe Diſcovery. 
he made of it, and pity the Conflicts he muſt 
imagine ſne endur'd between her Virtue and 
Deſire. He extremely approv'd of what ſhe-ſaidy 
and oabey'd her Commands with» ſuch Succeſa, 
that by what he told him, and by what him- 
ſelf had of late gather'd from the Baroneſs'si'Be- 
haviour, the other was convinc'd it would be no 
Difficulty to obtain from that Lady the greateſt 
Condefcention he cou'd require. If thus en- 
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courag'd' he had refus'd to take the Advantages 
were offer d him, he either muſt not have been 
a Man, or of a Soul much more refin'd than 
Man is ordinarily: poſſeſt of. Tho' Vanity and 

Curiofity wear the Name of Female Foibleſſes, yet 
they are often (without any other Incitement) 
the Occafion of making the moſt deſerving Wo- 
man lament the Inconſtancy of her Husband, or 
Lover. But to thoſe two Motives, Beauclair 


had, indeed, a third: The Deſire of baniſhing 


as much as poſſible all Remembrance of a Perſon 
he thought ſo utterly unworthy as Montamour, 
and as he has ſince confeſt, and as by the reſt of 
his Character one may reaſonably believe, this 
laſt was the moſt prevailing Argument which in- 
duc'd him to imagine an Affair like this cou'd 
he of any Conſequence to his Happineſs. But 
notwithſtanding! all that his Reſentments to Mon- 
#amour, or that Levity of Nature (too incident to 
his Sex) cou'd ſuggeſt, his Inclinations were not 
fo much upon the Wing as to engage him to 
make any great Haſte to proſecute the Conſum- 
mation of it; and he had, perhaps, delay'd ſo long 
till ſomething had happen'd to prevent all De- 
fires of attempting it, if the Lady's Ipatience 
had not made her take ſuch meaſures as, in a 
manner, oblig'd him to declare himſellt. 
One Evening as they were alone together at 
Madampiſelle D' ovrier's, (Du Lache having excus'd 
himſelf from waiting on Beauclair) ſhe ' artfully 
waving all other Subjects of Converſation, rurn'd 
in ſuch a manner, that it more wore the Face 
of Cbauce than Deſigu, into an Argument on the 
Force of Love She pretended to proye that 
Whatever Indecorums were the Conſequences of 


2 Y © 
# 89 N 


hat Paſſion, they were wholly unavoidabie, and 


there- 


the Miſtaken Reſentment: 4x 
therefore 'cou'd not but be pardonabie. A Mari 
muſt have been very uncourtly indeed, that, what« 
ever his Thoughts were, wou'd have diſputed 
with a Lady on that Topick; Beauclair was more 
gallant, and believing that, if ever he defar'd any: 
greater Teſtimonies of the Conqueſt he had made 
of her Heart, than what her Eyes declar'd, now 
was the Time to obtain them; he catch'd her 
ſuddenly in his Arms, and ſtrenuouſly embracing 
her, cry'd out in a ſort of Ecſtacy, Oh Madam, 
how divinely good are you to declare your wil- 
lingneſs to forgive Actions which cannot, by 
him who gazes on your Charms, bur with Tor- 
ments inexpreſſible be reſtrain d: And perceiving 
ſhe affected a little Aſtoniſnment at his Proceeds 
ing, Nay, Madam, continu'd: he, by your own 
Words you ſtand condemn'd; I ow-n my ſelf a 
Lover, an Adorer of your Perfections — I am 
no longer Maſter of my Paſſion —— I muſt in- 
dulge the burning Wiſhes of my Soul ——. and 
you muſt pardon em —— you have ſaid you will, 
and ſure, you are too Heavenly to retract your 
Promiſe. A thouſand: melting Kiſſes, on 
ber Lips, her Eyes, her Breaſts, made a delight - 
ful Parentheſis between almoſt every Word he 
ſpoke, and took from her the Power of anſwer- 
ing, if ſhe had attempted it; but-ſhe, who was 
truly charm'd with him, and had long languiſh'd 
for the Bleſſing ſhe now ſo unexpectedly. pole 
feſt, was for ſome Moments too much tranſported 
to have Recourſe to Arrifice : Scarce knowing 
what ſhe did, ſhe mix'd her Breath with his; 
and as he held her, preſs'd him cloſer ſtill! But 
Preſence of Mind (which till this Juncture never 
had been abſent from her Breaſt) reſuming its for- 
mer Place, and reminding her, how cheap, in his 
Sy Eſteem, 
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ä Hurband; or, 


Eſteem, a ro eaſie yiellling wou make: hen ap- 


pear, ablig dher to make ſome faint Efforts: to 
get looſe from his Embrace. Oh unhappy 
and: unguarded Woman that l am (ſaid ſhe, ſcem-/ 
ing to wee by my own Inadvertency I am loft 
— this dangerous Charmer has ſearch'd: into 
my Soul, and found the fatal Secret out, which 
till this Moment. L. durſt not tell my ſelf Oh 
Lam undone' for ever (purſu'd: ſhe after a Pauſe, 
and muſtering all her Force to dart one piercing 


Glance) unleis Beauclair, the wondr us, the 


lovely; dear, deſtroying Beaurlair will be kind 
enough to hate me+— to take himſelf for ever 
from me and let me ſee that all- undoing Form 
no more. Firſt per this Form (interrupted 
heg by this PFime fir d, if not with Love, with 
ſomething which too often bears the Name of 
i blind hefe Eyes ! and new, and un- imagin'd 


Curſes: lighe on each Limb and Faculty: of Beau- 


ui, When he conſents even in a Thought to 
quitthe Divine / Tortilibe! Ahthen, cry'd ſhe, there 
Ano Dower in Heaven: or Earth can fave me 
* „Virtue, e weak Defence — 
againft' choſe conquering: Eyes, that Shape, that 
Mir, char n ther Adio, thoſe 
thoufand;.thoufand Worlds of Charms Death on- 
is a Refuge for Tortillee:  ' As:ſhe: ſpoke theſe 
Words: flic-fank-by degrees, and at laſt fell quite 
Hack, in a counterfeited Swoon, in the Chair ſhe 
was:ſ{irving in; Beauolair ſtarted immediately from 
his and run to the Door, but not to: call any 
Afiſtance, or bring Water to revive her, (as per- 
haps: ſome over-aw'd Lovers. might have been 
Kupid enough to have done) but to make it faſt, 
and: prevent any other Perſon from ſharing: with 
him in. the Glory of reſtoring her to Lifè; nor 
e Was 


| the Miflakew-Ri ered 
was he, at his Return, at a Wos 
her back to Senſe: But if he end ö had 


Power to inform that Senſe with = juſt Notion- 
ofithe Happineſs ſhe was Miſtreſs of, ſhe' had 
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indeed been bleſt 3 his extravagant Exrent of 4 
charming, if not à ſufficient Sanctum for the: 1 
Crime, was yet a prodigious Exruſe, aud his un- 1 
que ſtion d Honour à Security fore tha Concealy 5 


ment of it: But alas! not all the Glonies of ) his: 
Form or Soul, not all the countleſs Wonders of 
his Wit and Beauty .cou'd work thati Miraele, 
and triumph over the Inconſtancy of this univer - 
ſal Diſpenſer of her Favours: She who, engag'd! 
with a Mulrtipliciey of | Lovers, caud find. 


no Satisfaction while wan Branolair ; lan- 
guiſh*d: for others, when p of him and this 


accompliſſid Gentleman in. alntle- time ferv'd 
but to ſwell the Number of her Admirers, ſcarce 
diſtinguiſh d, in her Eſteem; fromi-tlioſe _—_y 
'em ob'the leaſt Pretence to Merit + 
But to go on gradually with het Hiſtory: She 
now accounts herſelf ſuperlarivelyi bleſt, ani 
perhaps was, for a Time, of the ibn ſnie neven 
thow'd with a Joy more clevated than What ſhe 
had poſſeſs d in Beauclair; while he, deluded hy 
his own/ good. Nature, the Inſinuations ob Da 
Lache, and the gubellty of this: fair Impoſture, 
rioted in Imagination, and walmoft' vain on 
the Influence of his: own. Charms, which with» 
out an Attempt, or even a Wiſn that way, had 
vanquiſh*d! a Heart he believ'd impragnahle to 
the united Force of the whole Word beſides: 
 Moumtamour was now no more remembred;. her 
Beauty, and her reported Falſnnod were loſt, 
amidſt the hurry: of his preſent Tranſports; but 
the fallacious Pleaſure 9 hardly more than 
mo- 
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44 Tie Tnjurd Husbund; or, 
momentary; an Idea which once has made a true 
Impreſſion, and which length of Time has ri- 
vetted in the Soul, is not with fo much Eaſe. 


eras' d: tho' exil'd for a while, by Cares, by Bu- 


ſineſs, or another Object, a thouſand render Paſ- 
ſages, in ſpite of us, occur, and bring the Char- 
mer back! and he that once has lov'd ſincerely is in 
great Danger of always loving. This was at leaſt 
the Caſe of Beauclair; he was no ſooner at home, 


and had Leiſure for Reflection, than Montamour, 


adorn'd with all her Graces, came freſh into his 
Mind, and when he endeavour'd to extirpate her 
by thinking on Tortilice, he but gave himſelf Diſ- 
orders which he found it impoſſible to quell——- 
If he compar d, either the Beauties of their Minds 
or Perſons, how infinitely ſuperior to the latter, 
(ſerting aſide rhe Belief of her Inconſtancy) did 
the 7 —_— The Raptures he ſo lately 
had enjoy'd, already pall'd, and made Deſire grow 


fick. The more he conſider'd how much he 


was belov'd by: Tortillee, the more he was di- 
ſtracted at the Thoughts that he had been unable to 
inſpire the ſame Degree of Tenderneſs in Monta- 
mour: Glad wou'd he have been to have had it 
in his Power to return with ſomething more than 
Gratirude that Vehemence of ſincere Affection 
which the one ſeem'd ſo profuſely to laviſh on 
him, and to have paid the imaginary Contempt 
and Ingratitude of the otber with Hatred and 
Diſdain; but both theſe Wiſhes were impoſſible, 
and he found, in ſpite of all the Strength of 
Reaſon he was Maſter of, that Love is not a 
Paſſion liable to control. To add to his Diſquiets, 
and put Reflection more upon the Rack, juſt as 
he was going to Bed, a Page from Montamour 
len, . brought 


— WF 'S = 
oy 


the Miftaken Reſentment." 45 
brought him a Letter from her, which Ld 
1 be found i in it theſe awry | 


NY If 3 A* 98 | ; 
'To M onlicur Beanclir. 2A 


3 A 7 I eee Yours. 0 — Was only 
1 owing to the Untertainiy I was in if 1:fpould 
5 ir all. Tue Levity ef 4 Mind which cou d 
ditate Lines like thoſe you u, i, indeed, wor- 
thy of nothing but Contempt; but 1 am of a Tem- 
per -conflant to a Fault, and confeſs my ſelf unable, 


immediately, to deſpiſe, what 1 have once, the. 


cauſelefly,elteem'd o 2 10 Trot: 2x0 
Dou need not, however, be undey abe leaſt yh 
henfion that after this -you ſhall receive. any Perſe- 
cations either from my Love or Reſentment, and 
am ſo far from endeavouring" to be juſtify'd in pour 
Opinion, that. I do: unt ſo: much as ack of what I 
am accus d; and conſcious F ub other real Guilt, 
on your Account, than in putting à too great Con- 
fdence in your ſecming Sincerity and Honour, ſpall 
mate uſe. of ſo much Diſcretion” as not 1b regard 
whatever imaginary Crime your Baſeneſs' may: al- 
edge againſt: wy 7 e JOU: bags, o: Be- 
avion DM * 

if think my ee Hee —_ auler to Haven, 
"for putting 4 early' a Stop to any future Engage- 
ments with you, to look bat with Regret on tbe 
. paſt - much leſs to languiſh for a Renewal of thoſe 
_ vie: Proteftations with which on once had the 
Power of Deceiving 


The Untbinking - | fy | 
| Montamour: 
P. S. 
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P. 8. 25 fs ies or with; dem much. 3 
lity of Mind 1 bear the eternal Loſs 25 = 
I have perſuaded my Brother, that our break- 
ing off is owing only to my ſelf ; you there- 


ee have wothing to frar sicher from: Hir vr 
ab * e eee are 


"With Ne 8 of Emotions 8 Soul of 
Benuclair was agitated: at the reading this Let- 
ter, would be as impoſſible to deſcribe, as it Was 
for him to fix on any one Sentiment to gi 
him Eaſe. The cold Diſdain with which it 
\eem'd to be vrrit, fir'd him, at firſt, with An- 
dignation; he thought — — in her Falſe- 
hood, and crjoic'd:i in an . to: hreak 
wich him ; but when he "doit: more care 
Fully, he fancy d he found a certain Stifneſ in 
the "Baile which-perſwaded him her Indifference 
vas but feign .d. One Moment ſhe appear d 
to his Imagination, as ſhe really was, al hen- 
,venly Truth, and innocence, Languiſhing, Dyin 
With the:cruel Alteration of her Fortune, an 
only: counterfeiting to deſpiſe a Heart which had 

ſo ung abandon d her the next, 
be thoughtꝭhe ſawy her, as her Enemies had re- 
preſented her, falſe, perjur'd and inconſtant; in 
Private, diſſolutely laviſh of her F avours, and on- 
I hypocritically modeſt and reſerv'd in Public — 


Sometimes, in ſpite of all Appearances, he was in- 


clin'd to think her virtuous, but then the man- 
ner in which he was impos'd on to believe her 
other- 


* 
N 
PRE 


_ * 1 


otherwiſe, check' di the Suggeſtions of dus Ten- 
eee 
ſion {tr altiſt a tron, till at 
reſolving to gioe che Vie 
to be — Reſiit of Neaſon . I will no more de- 
bate aid he do himſelf) nor join to be any'ows 
Deeei ver! 
Montamour is ＋— tis plain, and to bave 
made a Doubt of it, after the Proofs Þ have had, 
is moſt ridiculeus and vain No Ebey, no M- 
nee no a rrp have che leaſt; Share in ahe 
Diſcovery Perfidy rhe very Fellow 
WhO betiay'd Ber — knew: not that he did 
ſo; / 1 'ſeap'd' the diſhonourable Title of 


her Husband by: a very Miracle, and 20 delibe. 


rate has made me halfuiwortk the Dekiverance. 
Oh (contint'd e ready to burſt with flifled 
Love, and madding Jealouſy Ye ch the fair 
Apoſtate and her curd? TAinibig chi dereſted 
Galhard, triumph in my Pains, and deride i my 
weak and . Chance 
dur give them Lecce toagueſs it. 


In this Confuſion of Thought he rat G. che | 
him any NS 


Night, nor did the Morning bring 
turn of Peace; and Du Lach coming prerty 


early 
to viſit him (i indeed he was ſeldom from him 
but in thoſe Hours commonly: allo wid for: Re- 
poſe) was a little ſtarrled to find chat alb he had 
done, had been ufable to fix him in that Di- 
ſpoſition of Mind which the Baroneſt vequittd, 
and being from her perfectly acquainted with che 
Condeſcentions ſhe had we; fo im Th be- 
fore, had hop'd, till now, that in the 
her all his Wiſhes for Montamoar were utterly 


extinguiſh'd; but finding himſelf deceiv'd, be- 


* him of another Stratagem, 2 
a 


rothariwhich ſeem'd 


'Heaves is not moe tue chan 
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had reſerv'd as a ſaving Card, in caſe there ſhou d 
be any occaſion to make uſe; of it, to ſtrengthen 
the Accuſations he had already laid on that un- 
happy Lady by the means of Le Songe. Aſſoon 
as Beauclair had given him an Opportunity, by 
communicating his Inquietudes to him, he ex- 
1 erted all his Policy in aſperſing her, yet in ſuch 
1 a manner, as if he did it- with Reluctance, and 
_ nly ford to it by the Friendſhip he had for 
118 him. Alas J. ſaid he, her Intreague with Galliard 
100 is not a thing of Yeſterday,': I long have been 
„ acquainted with the Secret, and ſo have many 
In more, tho' every one knowing the Violence of 
I your Paſſion forbore to ſpeak of it to you: tho 
I never Man {(continu'd he) had a more great and 
1 fincere Eſteem for another, than my admiring 
1 0 ME Soul has ever paid you; yet, to have been Ma- 
10 Ker of an Empire, wou'd not I have been the firſt 
n to have divulg'd this to you, becauſe I fee (with 
. an infinity of Concern I ſpeak it) I ſee, in ſpite 
WES | of all, you ſtill muſt Love, and to know her Crime 
ET | bur racks your Peace, and Reaſon never can re- 
ſtore you to that Quiet which happy Ignorance 
beſtow'd. At theſe Words Beauclair flew into 
the utmoſt Rage, ſwore ſtie was hateful to him 
— that he thought not on her but with Con- 
tempt; and to engage the other to a Belief of 
what he ſaid, proteſted his whole Soul was now 
devoted to another. I wiſh indeed (reſum'd this 
vile Incendiary). that there were a Poſſibility for 
WE you to do ſo, for I am moſt ſure you cannot any 
„ where beſtow the Treaſure of your Affection 
more undeſervedly . To convince you 
of the Truth of what I ſay, if you pleaſe I 
will wait on you to a Gentleman, a near Rela- 
tion of mine, who by his Intimacy ſome time 
dh! ago 
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The Miſtalen Reſentment, 49 


ago with Galliard, was privy to the whole Af- 
fairz at my Requeſt I know he will inform you. 
of all the Circumſtances, which he well knows; 

and there are ſome Particulars concerning the 
Treachery of this Montamour to Madamoilelle 
Galliard, to. whom ſhe once was dear, which L 
believe you will confeſs to be ſuch, as vaſtly ex- 
tenuate the. Foulneſs of the Fact. Tho' Beau- 
clair thought himſelf already but too well af- 
ſur'd, yer the Reſolution he had made to hate 
her, and the Difficulty he found it would be to 
keep it, made him willing to liſten to every 
Tongue that ſhou'd repeat her Name in ſuch a 
manner as might huſh the Pleas of Love, and 
drown all ſoft Remoras in the Voice of Scan- 
dal. An Appointment was preſently made; and 
in the Afternoon, Beauclair, Du Lache, and Ton- 
carr, who paſs'd for his Kinſman, met at a 
neighbouring Tavern. It was impoſſible for 
Beauclair to have any Notion of Toxcarr, haying 
never ſeen him but once, and then only in the 
Struggle with Le Songe, when he immediately 
fled, as was his part; beſides, he appear'd now dreſt 
en Cavalier, and had a Mein and Air agreeable 
enough ro make him be taken for a Man of 
faſhion. After ſome few Compliments, Du Lache 
intreated him by their nearneſs of Blood, and 
that much nearer 'Tye of Friendſhip which was 
berween rhem, to relate what he had been 
privy to, of the Hiftory of Galliard as to his 
Concern with Montamour. He ſeem'd at firſt a 
little ſcrupulous, bur afterwards, artfully pretend- 
ing to be angry with himſelf, for denying him 
ſo long, Why, ſaid he, ſhou'd I make any Ob- 
jections againſt obliging a Man of Honour and 
my Friend, when what I have to ſay can turn 
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5o The Injurd Husband; or, 


only to the Prejudice of a Villain and my Ene- 
my; I have renounc'd all Friendſhip. with Gal. 
Hard, and when I gave him his Life, at his Re- 
queſt, and promis'd Secrecy, of all had paſt, the 
Conditions on which I made the Promiſe being 
broke, to' proclaim it now to the whole World 
can be no Breach of Truſt. Know then, Gen- 
tlemen, (continu'd he) I owe my Birth to Na- 
Ples, but my Parents dying young, I was ſent 
over, under the Care of ſome of my Mother's 
Relations, ro Orleans, where I had an Uncle; 
as ſoon as I arriv'd at the Age of aan 
Perfections, 1 became an Admirer of a Lady al- 
low'd to be Miſtreſs of all that Woman can be 
bleft with; but Fortune not then enough my 
Friend to embolden me to make any Declarati- 
ons of my Paſſion with hopes of Succeſs, prompt- 
ed me to ſeek Preferment in the Army. Hun- 
gary was then the Seat of War, and four Cam- 
paigns ſent me home in a Condition which 1 


thought wou'd not appear deſpicable in her Eyes, 


by whom alone I wiſh'd ro be well thought of 
—— — But at my Return I found ſhe was remov'd, 
with her Mother; it was ſome time before I 
heard ſhe went to Paris; I ſoon follow'd, bur 
tho? I made all poſſible Enquiry, was not able to 
inform my ſelf any thing of her. I went to all 
publick Places, hoping to ſee her, knowing ſhe 
was of a Diſpoſition naturally inclin'd to Gaiety ; 
but all my Search was vain: In this time I be- 
came acquainted with Galliard; he ſeem'd ex- 
tremely pleas'd with my Company, took all Op- 
portunities to oblige me, made me the Confi- 
dent of his Amours, and among the reſt, of his 
Affair wich Madamoiſelle Montamour z her Brother, 
as he told me, had forbad him his Houſe, _ 
| | 2 


The Miſtaken Neſemmem. 5x. 


he found ſome Difficulty in conveying Letters to 
her; he form'd a Pretence for me to introduce 
my ſelf to the Family, which, as it wou'd take up 
too much time and be of no Conſequence to 
the Story, I ſhall forbear to repeat: In fine, to 
repay ſome Obligations IT had receiv'd from him, 
I rook upon me to be his Emiſſary, and they 
had frequent Opportunities of meeting thro* my 
means. I cou'd not avoid condemning him in- 
deed, in my private Opinion, becauſe I knew he 
had a Wife, who I heard by others was a moſt 
beautiful and deſerving Woman, tho' he ſpoke 
of her as the Reverſe z however, as ſhe was an 
utter Stranger to me, I thought it would be Im- 
prudence to interfere with any Advice, which 
'twas probable wou'd only occaſion a Breach of 
Friendſhip between us, and be of no Service to 
the Lady. Thus it paſs'd on, till one day he 
invited me to his Houſe, where I had never 
been before; but, good God! how ſhall I ex- 
preſs my Aſtoniſhment, when in Madamoiſelle 
Galliard I found the Charmer I ſo long had ſought. 
The Confuſion with which I beheld her as his 
Wife, and as a Wife ſo injur'd by him, muſt 
have been viſible to him, had he been preſent; 
but he was that Moment as ſhe came into the 
Room retir'd to his Cloſet ro write a Letter 
which I was to convey to Montamour. She bluſh'd 
at ſight of me, and burſt into a Flood of Tears 
£ at remembring the Tranquility of her Condition 
4 when laſt ſhe ſaw me, and perhaps mix'd with 
= a ſenſibility of the Tenderneſs my Eyes tho” not 
my Tangue had often taken the Liberty of telling 
her, I felt on her Account. There was then no 
Opportunity of private Converſation : he ſoon re- 
| turn'd to us: but after that I had frequent Oppor- 
| 55 ä tunities 
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52 The Injurd Husband; or, 


tunities of diſcourſing her, and ſhe made no Scru- 


ple of complaining to me of his Unkindnefs. — 
I was almoſt mad at the Inhumanity of my Fate; 
and tho* I thought my ſelf moſt wretched in 


being depriv'd of her, yet I ſolemnly proteſt I 


was not ſo much troubled that ſhe was married, 
as that ſhe was ſo unbappily married. I could no 
longer be paſſive in the Affair. I told Galliard, 
that now I had ſeen his Wife, and found her 
a Woman ſo infinitely deſerving, I cou'd not ap- 
prove of his Proceedings. At firſt he laugh'd at 
my Admonitions, but finding J perfiſted, ſeem'd 
to take it ill, and aſſur'd me, he ſhould always 
follow the Dictates of his Inclinations, without 
any regard to what thoſe who had no Buſineſs 


with it, ſhou'd think of his Behaviour. Pretty 


well warm'd before, this Anſwer ſet me all on 
Fire, and I return'd it in a manner he knew not 
how to brook. —— In ſhort, we foughr. I had 
the good Fortune to diſarm him, and was about 
to revenge his Lady's Wrongs, when he intreated 


me to ſpare his Life, and ſwore ten thouſand 
Oaths never to injure her again in the manner 
he had done. 
his Sword, and went immediately ro Montamour, 


On this I threw him back 


told her what J had done, and the Promiſe 1 


had exacted from her Lover. — She appear'd 


enrag'd at my Preſumption, as ſhe call'd it; but 
as Women are generally pretty artful in pene- 


trating into thoſe kind of Secrets, ſhe preſently 
gueſſing my ſudden diſlike of their Intimacy pro- 


ceeded from my Friendſhip to his Wife, ſoon 
grew more calm and changing her Voice, Well 
Monſieur, ſaid ſhe, I ſee the Charms you have 
found in Madamoiſelle Galliard have made you an 
Enemy to her Husband; bur ſuppoſe I _ yur 

; riend- 
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Friendſhip at ſo high a rate, that to oblige you 
to my Intereſt I contrive ſome way to put you 
in Poſſeſſion of the Wife, will you refuſe me then 
your Aſſiſtance in the Continuance of my Hap- 
pineſs with the Hausband.,. So ſtrange a Propoſi- 
tion coming from a Woman, who, bating her 
criminal Affection for Galliard, I always look'd 
on as Miſtreſs of a good deal of Honour, took 
from me the Power of making an immediate 
Anſwer ;z and ſhe interpreting my Silence as a 
Token of Conſent, I will nor, reſum'd ſhe, pro- 
miſe that Madamoiſells will yield to your De- 
fires, ſhe is roo fooliſhly fond of her Husband, 
tho' he deſpiſes her, and too great a Bigot to 
her Matrimonial Vow; but this I will engage, 
to bring her to a Place where, if you think fit 
to make uſe of the Advantage, Denials ſhall 


be in vain. I vow to you, Gentlemen (purſu'd 


he) that the Shock with which I heard her 
ſpeak thus, was greater than I am able to re- 
preſent; the violent Paſſion I had bore to Ma- 
damoiſelle Galliard, while I believ'd her in a 
Condition capable of returning it, was now con- 
verted to a ſincere and noble Friendſhip; my 
Affection was too pure to wiſh to obtain more 
of her than Honour would permit, tho' with 
her free Conſent; how then cou'd brutal Force 


have any Place in my Intentions? I ſoon con- 
vinc'd this miſtaken Lady, that the Perſon ihe 
was ſpeaking to was of a Temper vaſtly diffe- 
rent from what ſhe imagin'd z and endeavour'd, 
by all the Arguments I could invent, to per- 
ſwade her to conſider the Injuſtice ſhe was 
guilty of, to her ſelf, as well as to her Rival: 
but all was of no Effect; ihe ſeem'd harden'd 


in her Crime, and pretended to vindicate what 
ö ſhe 
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_ ſhe did with ſo much Haughrineſs and ſo little 
1 Shame, that I queſtion if the moſt common 
Fille de Joye in Paris cou'd with ſuch Aſſurance 
D have behav'd: She call'd me Sor, Fool, and 
i every opprobrious Name her Spite and W 
11% cou'd put into her Mouth: told me ſhe regarded 
1 not what my Thoughts were of her Actions, but 
1 if I dar'd to report 'em ſhe had a Brother who 
110 wou'd not ſuffer the Abuſe to go unpuniſh'd, 
Talking never was my Talent, and being alto- 
gether unaccuſtom'd to ſuch kind of Encoun- 
Mk rers, ſhe had very much the Advantage of me, 
a; and I was at laſt glad to leave her unconvert- 
. ed. I heard afterwards that all I had done 
11 prov'd ineffectual to break the Correſpondence 
e between her and Galliard; and J had not fail'd 
RT to call that diſhonourable Wretch a ſecond 
1 9 | time to account, if his Wife had not writ to 
5 me, conjuring me to take no farther Notice of 
the Affair, for it but encreas'd his ill Uſage of 
| her in Private, and gave occaſion for Pablick 
Ridicule. e ee 
Toncarr here finiſh'd his monſtrous Lye; and 
Du Lache, tho' he had order'd him to form 
ſome Story which might ſeem plauſible, to ſcan- 
dalize Montamour on the account of Galliard, 
Was himſelf aftoniſh'd at the Power of an In- 
vention which out of nothing cou'd create ſuch 
a well connected Pile of Falſhood: for in rea- 
lity he knew no more of Montamour, or her 
Brother, Galliard or his Wife, than their Names 
and Places of Abode. How then cou'd Beau- 
clair, already prepoſſeſs'd (by Proofs, which he 
thought were undeniable) fuſpe& the Truth of 
what he heard? He ask'd ſeveral Queſtions, not 
to entrap him, but to ſatisfie his own 2 
| ity; 
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ſity; as how they look'd when together, what 
they ſaid, and in what manner they behay'd3 
to all which Toncatr replied with ſuch an Apti- 
tude and Readineſs, as whoever had liſtned to 
their Diſcourſe, wou'd have ſworn he utter'd 
nothing but Sincerit x. 3 

Tho” ſuch a Story as this, of Montamaur, ſome 
few Weeks paſt, wou'd have kindled fuch a Fire 
of Indignation in the Soul of Beauclair, as no- 
thing but the Blood of him that told it cou'd 
have quench'd ; yet now he heard it with no o- 
ther Diſorder than what ſprung from the Shame 
of having been ſo much deceiv'd in his Opinion. 
If he had had leiſure for Reflection, tis probable 
that in ſpite of all Oppoſers, Love wou'd ſtill 


have exerted it ſelf in favour. of that Lady; bur 


the Company he was in took care to keep off 
an Enemy ſo dangerous to their Deſigns. Toxcarr 
was of a gay facetious Diſpoſition, had a good 
deal of Wit, and knew how to make himſelf 
perfectly entertaining in Converſation z the Sub- 
tilty of his Companion furniſh'd him with Themes 
ſuch as he knew wou'd be agrecable to Beau- 
clair, and between them both it was no difficult 
matter to work on that good Nature and Soft- 
neſs of Diſpoſition, the Exceſs of which was the 
only Foible of this deluded Gentleman. The 
Glaſs went briskly round, and the ſprightlineſs 
of the Wine gave Life to the Converſation z not 
a celebrated Beauty in Paris but was toaſted, 
and it coming to Du Lache's Turn to begin, Come 
Gentlemen, ſaid he, here is all Health and an e- 
ternal round of Happineſs to Her whoſe exte- 
rior Charms (tho? by far ſurpaſſing all her Sex be- 
fides) are but as Foils, when brought in Compariſon 
with the more ſhining Graces of her Mind, and 
290! We | when 
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56 The Injurd Husband; or, 

when T thus deſcribe her, none who boaſt of x 
diſtinguiſhing Capacity will need be told I mean 
the Divine Baroneſs de Tortillte. Immediately, Ton- 
carr, before inſtructed, took the hint, and fell in- 
to ſuch Encomiums on her, as in reality no Wo- 
man ever did, or cou'd, deſerve. Beauclair, tho? 
He was far from being of their Opinion, thought 
himſelf oblig'd in Gratitude, for the Favours 
he had ſo lately receiv'd, to join with them in 
the Praiſes they gave herz and as moſt People 
are apt to admire what they find the reſt of 
the World do, and having never had the Op- 
portunity of hearing the leaſt tittle ro her Diſ- 
advantage, began to think on her as a W oman 
who had more Perfections than he had hither- 


to found out: he imagin'd it was owing to the 


Remains of his former Paſſion, that he had ſo 
long been blind, reſolv'd to open his whole Soul 
to receive her Idea, and accus'd himſelf of Stu- 
pidity that he was able to love her no better. 
They broke not up till it was late; and Du 


Lache tearing, with good Reaſon, that if Beau- 


clair was left too ſuddenly to himſelf, ſome Ac- 
cident might happen ro render all' they had done 
of no Effect, and diſcover that neither Monta- 
mour nor Tortillee were the Perſons they had been 


repreſented, was reſolv'd to truſt nothing to 


Chance, but he went home with him, and carried 
him the next Morning to drink Tea with the Ba- 
roneſ, in the Afternoon met by Appointment 
at Madamoiſelle D' Ovrier's, engag'd him to paſs 
the next Day with Toncarr, the enſuing one with 
the Baroneſs again. — In fine, for a conſiderable 
Time he had ſcarce a Moment which was not 
taken up by one or other of this Confederacy, 


and they took care by ten thouſand various Ar- 


ti fices 
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fices to keep his Thoughtsin a perpetual Whirl, 
till they imagin'd all Remembrance of Montamour 
was utterly extinguiſh'd. | 

In the mean time, never was a Heart more 
greatly diſtreſs d than that of this unhappy Lady: 
to all the Softneſs of her own Sex, ſhe had that 
Conſtancy of Mind, and Steadineſs of Reſolu- 


tion, which thoſe of the other Joaſt, but rarely 
prove themſelves Maſters of. Difficult it was to 


make her entertain a Paſſion, but much more 


difficult to extinguiſh it. Beauclair was the on- 
ly Man who ever had the Power to inſpire her 


with one tender Wiſh; but now not Beauclair's (elf 
cou'd change her Sentiments: The Impreſſion 
which his Charms had made, not all his Ingrati- 
tude cou'd erace; ſhe lov'd, ſhe worſhipp'd, ſhe 
ador'd him ſtill; within her gentle Soul no Storms 
of Anger rag'd, no wild Revenge, no Jealouſy 
had Place; and when ſhe reflected how cruelly 
ſhe was abandon'd, how cauſeleſly affronted, the 
conſider'd it only as a Flaw in his Diſpoſition, a 
Frailty influenc'd by Fate, unavoidable and there- 
fore pardonable. Never Woman bore the D 
appointment of her Hopes with ſo little Reſent- 
ment, nor ſo ſtrongly defended her {ſelf from 
making any Endeavours to recover em. In ſpite 
of the moſt ardent Love, the ſofteſt Languith- 
ments, the tendereſt ſecret Meltings of her Soul, 
cou'd urge, ſhe choſe to die away in fruitleſs 
Wiſhes, rather than let the dear Unkind be ſenſi- 
ble of what ſhe felt. She was ſo far from de- 


firing to take any Advantage of his ten thouſand 


times repeated Vows, or the ſolemn Contract 
that was between them, that her greateſt Fear 
was, leſt her Brother (if he knew the Truth of 


his Behaviour) ſhou'd take ſome meaſures to 
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oblige him to the Performance of it; and for that 
reaſon blinded him as much as poſſible: She told 
him, that ſhe had diſcoyer'd ſome little Foibles 
in the Humour of Beauclair, which ſhe was afraid 
might not be very agreeable in a married State, 
that ſhe was determin'd to continue as 
ſhe was for ſome time, and that ſhe had pre- 
tended to be piqu'd at ſomething he had done, 
on purpoſe to create a Quarrel to retard the 
Match. The Turn ſhe gave to this Affair ſuc- 


ceeded well enough, to engage the Belief of a 


Perſon who by reaſon of his great Employments, 
(being Judge of the criminal Cauſes, one of the 
Council, and taken up with many other Con- 
-cerns of the State) had not too much leiſure to 
conſider the Occurrences of his Family; but to 
the reſt of her Acquaintance it was obvious that 
in this, tho' in this alone, ſhe was not free from 
\Diflimulation: her Eyes, whenever the attempted 
to ſpeak of Beauclair with Indifference, declar'd 
her Heart was far from conſenting to what ſhe 
"ſaid : His very Name but mention'd ſpread ſoft 
-Confuſion over all her Face; with ſtifled Sighs 
her lovely Boſom heav'd! and gentle Tumults 
trembled in each Limb: ſhe was ſenſible of it 
her ſelf, and therefore, tho' her Thoughts were 
full of nothing elſe, forbore as much as poſſible 
all Diſcourſe of him; but the Violence ſhe did 
her Inclination was ſuch, as Words wou'd but 
-vainly endeavour to repreſent : to avoid it, ſhe 
ſhunn'd all Converſation as much as ſhe cou'd, 
-without being taken notice of, and paſs'd her 
Hours in Solitude and Silence. Contemplation 
afforded her widely different Entertainments, un- 


utterable Pleaſure! unutterable Pain! when re- 


tir'd, ſhut up within her Cloſet, no impertinent 
5 Inter- 
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the Miſtaken Reſentment. 59 
Interruption near, and Beauclair's lov'd Idea on- 
ly preſent, his Letters fill'd with ten thouſand, 


thouſand render Vows and ſoft Profeſſions, lying 


before her, how did .ſhe indulge Imagination 
how dwell on each enchanting Syllable! and 
when read 'o'er and o'er, Fancy grew warmer 
ſill ! how did ſhe call the paſt, bleſt, Moments 
of his Preſence back ! how re-enjoy each Word, 
each Look, each Touch, and fink in Rapturear 
the dear Remembrance! — but then! Oh 
dreadful Change! Imagination tir'd, the viſio» 
nary Joy diſſolv'd! and Senſe, difratfting Senſe, 
return'd, what Racks of Thought, what un- 
match'd Horrors fad Deſpair preſented! To be 
ſupremely curſt, one muſt be firſt ſupremely be; 
never to have been Happy, is not to be unbappy; 
ſuch only linger our a Life in dull Stupidity, un- 
taſting Pleaſure, and unknowing Pain; equally 
ignorant of refin'd Delight, or | exqui/ite Diſquiet 
— but, to have off to haye loſt, for ever, 
all the Soul holds dear —— to have the Joys, 
once ours, torn from our bleeding Breaſts by the 
black Hand of ſeparating Fate, no 'more to be 
reſtor'd, — the chearful Land of Hope obſcur'd 
in Shades, and all before our Eyes a barren Pro- 
ſpect, and a Wild of Woe! that, that, indeed, 
is finiſh'd Wretchedneſs! Conſummate Mi- 
ſery. 3 g 1 
| But, if to the being forſaken and affronted by 
the Man in whoſe Society ſhe plac'd her whole 
Felicity, there needed any thing to make her 
the moſt unhappy Woman breathing, malicious 
Fortune found the way to give it. Madamaiſeile 
Bellflear, an Embroiderer, one of thoſe Crea- 
tures whoſe Houſes had been at the Baroxe/s's 
Devotion whenever ſne had occaſion for a pri- 
| vate 


* s 2 I 4 — 8 - 
9 rn N 9 1 — eee non 
1 * 2 — 3 2 *+1 * 2 * 4% 4 
£2 « 1 7 + . TR = 


1 gs.” oe Ix — x : 
054. Trento rt dots. JO” Cee ner — 
1 5 2 * -F —\ ==: — 
— 
* FY 


2 þ = 
IS =: 
. 3 
5 I * LF vi 
e 
* . * 
S b 
54 2 
88 
—— 8 


— * 


. 
r 


1 
„ . 
. oY 
1 ** 
* : * 
* . 1 
| 1h „ 
a + 
U 87 * 
* [7.9.0 4 
5 _ 
5 þ Try, 
| & 
„„ 
18 51 
L182 s 
hem N * 
4 1 * 
| f 1 +1 
- . q 
4 183 #. r 
4 2 z e 
38: 5.08 : 
$1 34-5 
+ 194 £ I, 
F 
L136 * 
o & 2 G 
£4 þ # 4 b 
1571 £ 2. 
© 5 WH, 
1 
n 
1 Fi IS 
r 
if 332 a 
| 1 F'5 75 . 
4 N 
- 1 = 
f r 
F tf * ch « 
| 12 
5 
$45 
$5.8 
„ 
1 of 
1 * 
4. a 
* 
3 
2 
#4 
” * 
* [ 
— 8 
, 8 ; 
"I x 
15 
1 22 3 
27- $ z 
oF % ; 
BE” ih : 
N 


wo 
bug 2 2 woes 
e 2 3 us 


6 * 
3 * 2 233 7 % * 8 ; 


"+ ee 
4 6x5 +. 
4.) 2 A * 
_ 
& 
K F. 
eee — — ́vr „ — ——»„— 


8 
bon. 
>.» Wy” or 

1 ” 2 

— a 


* ; . 
3 % 12 — — tes 
er { 
25 OS * 3 * 
Ne 2 is DES 3 8 


* 1 A , : 
by ” _ Wa * it * 


64 — inn. 2 24 Ne Pei eh er earns Aradrveres ˖5—rð5 — 0 . 

* . — 1 
2 * - — 1 * — LN 

— - — bt —_ 7 b att nt - - Þ 4. — 

— —— ares 1 Witt was _— EYE ORE 
15 ; 5 ; 4 — — 2 
ed Re = N 

— > 2 tho 


Mil 


6o The Injur d Hushand; or, 


vate Rendezvous, had by ſome Accident diſco- 
verd that Madamoiſelle D'Ovrier's was now the 
Place that Lady had made Choice of, for the 
carrying on her Amour with Beauclair; and be- 
ing exceſſively piqu'd at it, ſet her ſelf on being 
reveng'd ſome way or other. She was ſenſible 


that nothing was more known than the Loves 


of Beauclair and Montamour, and that the whole 
Town was ſurpris'd at the Delay of a Marriage 


which ſo long had been expected; and imagining 


ſhe had found out the Cauſe, reſolv'd it ſhou'd 
no longer be a Secret. She had formerly been 
employ'd by Montamour in the working her 
ſome fine: Gowns and Petticoats, and making that 
a Pretence for waiting on her, introduc'd a Story 
which the Hearer of it had little Reaſon to 
thank her for repeating ; for tho' it was much 
more difficult to gain any Credit from this ge- 
nerous Lady to the Prejudice of her ungrateful 


Lover, than her Enemies had found from bim 
even for the greateſt Falſhoods; yet the bare 


Probability that ſuch a thing might be true, was 


a Shock which cannot well be repreſented. In 
Juſtice to herſelf, ſhe cou'd not avoid being of 


Opinion that to be abandon'd for a Woman of 


the Baroneſs's Character and Humour, was an In- 


dignity ſuch as ought ro make the Man thar of- 
fer'dit, odious to her Memory: But all that Pride 
or Reaſon cou'd ſuggeſt, was too too weak to 


bring her to either Scorn or Hate: Nor, tho 


the cauſeleſs Change of his Behaviour, the Sud- 


denneſs of it, and the cold neglectful and indeed 
affrontive Stile of his laſt Letter, made it ſeem 
likely enough that nothing but a new Paſſion 
cou'd occaſion it, yet Jealouſy was ſo great a 
Stranger to her Nature, that ſhe cou'd not but 


with 
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with great Difficulty entertain it: However the 
little Touches ſhe now began to feel of that eter- 
nal Enemy to Tranquility, gave her Perturba- 
tions far beyond all ſheever knew before. 0 

It was not in this manner the Baroneſs paſt her 
Time. Believing her ſelf ſecure of the Heart ſne 
ſo ardently had wiſh'd to gain, revell'd in full 
Delight, and wanton'd in the Aſſurance of her 
Happineſs, Proud, Vain and Self- ſufficient, ſhe 


now defy'd all Fears of ever loſing what ſhe had 


acquir'd, deſpis'd her Rival's Charms, and not 


only ſpoke of her, but alſo really conſider'd her 
as a Creature incapable of giving her any Pain 
on Beauclair's account; nay, tho* he ſhou'd di- 


ſcover by what Arts he had been betray'd to 


treat her in the manner he had lately done. She 
hated her, however, for the Engagements ſhe 
bad with him, and being naturally of a moſt 
malicious Diſpoſition to all amiable Perſons of 
her own Sex, took an inexpreſſible Pleaſure in 
* it in her Power to mortify em. This 
baſe Woman thought it not Miſery enough to 
have alienated the Affections of her Lover, but 
muſt ſtudy to inflict yet more: She cou'd not 
think herſelf truly bleſt in the Poſſeſſion of Beau- 
clair, without triumphing in the Conqueſt ſhe 
had made; it was not ſufficient for her Pride, 
that Montamour was abandon'd; there wanted, to 
compleat her Happineſs, the making that at- 
flicted Lady ſenſible for whom ſhe had been a- 
bandon'd. She was now grown above the Care 


of her Reputation, and thought it beneath her 


to regard any thing but the pleaſing her- 


ſelf; and, entirely ignorant that Madamoi- 
ſelle Bellfleur had in part perform'd the 
Work ſhe aim'd ar, communicated her Deſires 
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Evening 


to Da Lache. He who was always ready to ſerve 


her on all occaſions, was far from being back- 


ward in complying with her in this, and he ap- 
prov'd of it the more, becauſe he imagin'd, that 
when Montamour ſhou'd know her Rival, it wou'd 
encreaſe her Reſentment to Beauclair, and ren- 
der it impoſſible for them ever to be reconcil'd, 
and conſequently prevent any Diſcovery of thoſe 
villainous Impoſitions which had been made uſe of 
todiſunite them. Madamoiſelle Sansfoy came imme- 
diately into his Head, as the moſt proper Engine 
upon Earth to manage this Affair, who wou'd 
infallibly do all, yet be ignorant herſelf of the 
Cauſe of what the did: And as ſoon as he had 
conſulted with the Baronne/s after what manner 
he ſhou'd fer this eternal Clack a going, went to 
viſit her with a Packet of Tidings, which he knew 
wou'd render him a welcome Gueſt to a Lady 
of her inquiſitive Temper. He gave her a full 
Account of all the ſeveral Meetings of Beauclair 
and the Baroneſs, the manner of their Converſa- 
tion, and, becauſe ir happen'd to ſuit beſt with 
his Purpoſe, ſpoke Truth, in every thing, bur 
when he ſaid the Paſion was wholly on his ſide, 
the Deſire of coming acquainted his, and that 
all the Aſſiduity he had paid cou'd engage no o- 
ther Rerurn than Gratitude, from the cold, in- 
exorable Tortillee. But the main Buſineſs of his 


Errand was to tell her, that the Baron being out 


of Town, the Baroneſs had conſented to paſs the 
with himſelf and Beauclair, and that 
they were to meet in the Tuilleries at ten a-clock. 
He told her this, to the end that if Montamour 
ſhou'd queſtion the Truth of what ſhe ſhou'd 
hear from Sangfoy, her Curioſity might, perhaps, 


lead her to ſatisfie herſelf by watching at that 


Place; 


:he Miftaken. Reſentment, 63 
place; where he and the Baroneſs had contriv'd 
to make things appear in ſuch a View as ſhou'd 
diſtract her very Soul. As be bad no other 
Deſign in viſiting her, than to make her the In- 
ſtrument of tormenting Montamour, ſo ſoon as he 
had ſaid all that he thought wou'd be conducive 
to his Purpoſe, he took his Leave: nor did ſhe 
preſs him to ſtay, being as impatient to reveal 
what ſhe had promis'd to keep Secret, as he was 
for her to do ſo; tho' he had artfully engag'd her 
to the contrary 3 well knowing that nothing 
is a greater Incitement to ſtir up a buſie Tem- 
per, than to adjure it to be paſſive. Tho' Mon- 
zamour liv'd but a Street or two off, ſhe thought 
the Diſtance was too great; and, as ſhe went 
the few Steps there was between em, had a thou- 
ſand Dreads that the Perſon ſne was going to, 
might be abroad, or engag'd with Company, or 
ſome Accident ſhou'd happen which wou'd retard 
the Recital ſhe had to make Bur ſhe labour 
not long u der theſe Apprehenſions; ſhe found 
her at Home, and alone; and being receiv'd with 
the uſual Familiarity which that Lady always 
treated her Intimates with, ſoon disburthen'd her- 
ſelf of that Load of Secrets ſhe had been ſo big 
with; ſhe forgot not the minuteſt Circumſtance 
ſhe had been told by Dx Lache, to which her na- 
tural Propenſity ro Scandal made her add a thou- 
ſand more. Montamour, with an aking Heart, 
liſtned attentively to all ſhe ſaid, and long' d to 
hear ſomething improbable enough to make her 
hope that all the reſt was falſe; but moſt of the 
Particulars that Sansfoy mention'd, and eſpecially 
the Place of their Affignation, agreed ſo exactly 
with what ſhe had been inform'd by Madamoi- 
ſelle Bellfleur, that ſhe no longer had the —_— 
3 


— » AMOS ke: 
” — E £ 
ﬀ& oy — — — — 
4 4 "A. — — * * 2 = „ * \ * 8 F> ü — 
e — a 9 M 1 Fes "EE i g-$. SBS ia, > 
4 - — 4a - a 7 i RY q . * - 
FU 4 - = = * — 2 3 all 5 —_— 4 ; 3 — 


l — 


P N 
3 22 — 3 oF | * n * wy 


5 k 2 * » LE 2 

, So MY > 8 : q R e . 5 N Pp * * If 

. 4 * 5 e 2: bet p * 1 1 — 7 — f ran 5 * . 4 * % 28. * 
+ . , 5 ao. N * 2 - N . % n "> "Ls - -, er 3 Ty 5 be . e 
2 . R e the SIS 7 * r n = r 92 „ 
A * * 3 > * * TY . I 6 4 < bo 1 4 — OS ad a — 9 9 « * 

7 , bn te" AE 3 . op WT, k _ Wer eee eee 
N . — — — * Pt morn er ent ens re toe 5 — . REAR 


3 


. 
Nr 
* : 


node hen . - 
r 


> Wed 
II EIN 


"©" = 46 
Ed wir Bag why” WF 7 oe” 25e 
* 52e = — 


* 
„ 


Fat 
113 
x 
13 
? "WE. -<£ 
WP 3% 
e 
4 1 
it; WW 
1 
| "> 
. 
ſy 


4 r 
e 


— a 
A = — - 
ya oo * 5 
2 22 * = 
SO E 
WI — ci A ” ny . 
- * 


. 
. 
5 „ wary 


Tt — e 1 
3 * * & «dy 
r 
* 4 
e * — * 
3 e 
2 as 


— e 


Rae | 
Aw 
—— 4 — — - 


2 Ky" 
a 
„ N 

n 
. — 8 


ö 


nnr = 


FRE | 
. ach : ; 
* Y i l 
l 1 ' 
: { 
* 

, * : 


64 The Injurd Husband, or, 
of doubting. She bore it, however, with a Pre- 
ſence of Mind, which very few, if any Woman, 
beſide herſelf, cou'd boaſt of on the like Occa- 
ſion. She vented no Extravagancies, ſhe. 
curs'd not. ſhe revil'd not, and when 
Sansfoy, ſurpriz d, and vex d to find her of a Hu- 
mour ſo different from her Sex, began to teſtifie 
her Friendſhip by ſome Expreſſions which ſound- 
ed like Condolement: Pity not me (interrupted 
ſhe, turning her Mouth to a half diſdainful Smile, 
while her Eyes trembled to reſtrain their Tears) 
Pity not ne! rather commiſerate the unhappy 
Beauclair, whoſe eaſie Nature and whoſe frank 
Belief makes him the Property of ſuch W retches 
as Du Lache and his Companions. The Repu- 
tation of having an Intrigue with a Woman of 
the Baroneſs's Quality, will never balance the 
diſgraceful means by which he has attain'd ir, 
Nor, perhaps (continu'd ſhe with a deep Sigh) 
will he be always of Opinion that to have poſ- 
ſeſt her is a ſufficient Recompence for the eter- 
nal Loſs of Montamour. It was. impoſſible for 
Sansfoy, who in ſuch a Circumſtance wou'd have 
behav'd in a manner vaſtly different, to for- 
bear expreſſing her Sentiments in ſuch Terms 
as Women commonly make uſe of Good 
God ! ſaid ſhe, is this all? can you fit down 
ſo tamely with your W rongs I know you 
love the Villain —— and can you bear to loſe 
him ſhall a Woman ſo infamous as Tor- 
tillee deprive you of him? — will you not 
be reveng'd? will you not expoſe them 


both — the one to the Ridicule of rhe whole 


World, the other to her Husband's juſt Reſent- 
ment. -— I am not fo ignorant of her Cha- 


racter as to imagine (whatever her Pander Du 


Lache 


The Miſtalen Refſentinent, Gy 


Lache wou'd perſwade me) that her Converſation, 


with Beauclatr is no more than a Platonicł ont 
and if you pleaſe (continu'd ſhe after a Pauſe, ang 
finding the other was ſilent) I will join wah 


you to ruin her: I am acquainted . with the 


whole Hiſtory of her ſeveral Amours, —— can 
prove that D' Eſperauxe, tho! he maintain'd herg 
was not the only-favour'd. Lover; -- and 
that ſince her Marriage with this fooliſh Baron, 
ſhe has been had by half the Town, —— nay 
at this very time, St. Aumar and the young 
amorous Marquis De Sonville enjoy an Share 
with the perfidious Beauclair.— 1know where, 
and when both of em bave had Aſhgnatians 
with her. Count De la Torre has alſo ex- 
perienc'd how liberal the is of her Favours: 
when he went out of Town, the other day, his 
Siſter found, among ſome Papers he had left 
behind him, Letters which by the Hand we 
knew to be Tortillee's, and the Contents were ſuch, 
as are ſcarce fit for modeſt Ears — I'll N 
you acquainted with her, ſhe'll furniſh you with 
Stories ſuch as will enable you to revenge your 


ſelf on this unworthy Rival. She wou'd doubr- 


leſs have run on a great deal more, if Moma- 
mour (whoſe Soul was incapable of harbnuring 


any mean Notions, and glow'd in her Boſom 
with a generous Diſdain at this Propoſition) had 


not put a ſtop to rhe Career of her Revilings. 
She bluſh'd to think how juſtly her Sex was 


reflected on by the other; and looking on San 


foy with an Air of Scorn, which ſhe was very 
rarely ſeen to wear, No Madam! no, ſaid the, 


I never will enter into any ſuch Mealures, nor 


can be pleas!d that others ſhou'd ſo far intereſt 
themſelves in my Quarrel, as to make em for- 
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66 The Injurd Husbana; or, 
get that Decorum, and Mildneſs of Behaviour, 
which ought to be the diſtinguiſhing Chara- 
&er of Womanhood z — the greateſt Proof you 

can give me of your Friendſhip, is to let this 
Story die: I need not fear my Injuries 
will go for ever unreveng'd : the Crime it ſelf 
will bring or Stings far worſe than I cou'd wiſh, 
much more have Power to inflict. If Beauclair 
after ſo many Vows of an unalterable Affection 
can be ſo baſely perfidious to = me for the 
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1 Baroneſs, he will alſo quit her for another —— 
_— '. her Empire will be of ſhort Continuance : and to 
_ be forſaken, to a Woman of her vain Humour, 
1 ; will be a Puniſhment, the moſt adequate of any 
11 to her Guilt: or if the be really ſo vicious as 
li” the World believes, her Artifice will not always 
1 ſerve her to conceal it from the diſcerning Beau- 


1 clair, Remorſe will then be ſufficiently my Aven- 
Wt; ger. But if neither of theſe ſhou'd happen, ſhou'd 
be be ever Blind, ſhe ever Cunning, I am reſolv'd, 
ji in Juſtice to my ſelf, to continue entirely paſſive; 
WA for fure a Woman ſuch as ſhe, is as much be- 
N low my Hate, as he by loving her, has rendred 
himſelf of my Efeem both equally unworthy of 
my Thoughts, and only fit for one another. And 
is it poſſible (interrupted Sansfoy, more and more 
confounded) that you really are Miſtreſs of ſo 
much Philoſophy as you pretend? will Love, 
and Pride, and Grief, in ſuch a ſtabbing Cir- 
cCumſtance, be always over-power'd by Prudence? 
cou'd you endure to behold what yet you have 
but heard of ? —— Cou'd you bear to /ze the 
Man who has ador'd you — the Man on whom 
(in ſpite of your boaſted Moderation) I know 
your Soul ſtill doats, kneel to another, and pay 
thoſe ſoft Submiſſions due only to you !--cou'd _— 


+a 
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I ſay, ſupport a {ight;like,rhis, and yet contain 
your Temper e 0, tis impoſſible! — tis 
againſt; Nature — and, if I cou'd perſwade ou 
to go with, me in ſome Diſgmiſe, and he a Mit- 
neſs of their meeting, I believe I. ſhou' d find 
your Behaviour at ſuch a View. far different 
from what the hearing it occaſions. I do not 
think you; wou'd, reply d  Montamour coldly I 
have already ſo many Proofs of his Perfidy and 
Ingratitude, that to ſee em in the moſt ſtrict Em- 
brace cou'd not give me more. Vet, reſum'd 
Sansfoy eager to engage her to an Enterprize in 
which ſhe promis'd herſelf ſo much Diverſion, 
there is ſomething that more nearly touches the 
Paſſions in an Ocular Demonſtration. — It may 
be ſo, interrupted Montamour, (who knew the 
other's Humour too well, not to gueſs at the 
Cauſe Thich made her ſo preſſing). and for that 
Reaſon Iwill not endeavour: to convince you, by 
putting my Temper, to any hazardous Tryals, for 
the vain Glory of ſurmounting a Difficulty which 
few of my Sex wou'd have Reſolution enough 
to do. But (cry'd Sansfoy vex'd to the Heart 
to find her ſtill ſo calm) I adviſe you to it by all 
means; it wou'd rather be an Argument of Su- 
pidity than Prudence to loſe ſuch an Opportuni- 
ty of upbraiding Him and detecting your Rival: 
ſhou'd you but mention the Story now, it might 
be disbeliev'd, —— both might deny it, — and 
you only be call'd perverſe and jealous; but if 
you meet them at this ſhameful Aſſignation, and 
face to face confront em, you boldly may pro- 
claim him for a Villain, and enjoy that inex- 
preſſible Satisfaction of having your Rival in your 
Power. She ſaid a great deal more to the ſame 
purpoſe; but all her Reaſons had no Effect on 
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| indeed, 


Montur that diſerget Lady reflected within 


herſetf on the Weaktieſs of Humanity, and how 
little ſufficient Reaſon at ſome Times, and in ſome 
Caſes, is to vanquiſh Paſſon ſhe knew nor how 


far ſhe might be tranſp forted at ſuch a Killing 


Ititerview 3 and eaſily le dane it was more the 
Pleaſure of having ſomething to talk of, than 
any Tntereſt the 7001 in her Aries; which made 
ker Adviſer fo importünate, reſoly'd fhe ſhou y 
rither want a Thale For the Ehrdntithent 
Ne: next Viſiting day, than furniſh Her with 
e Which ſhe was not certain might not be 
we Bo Diſadvatitage of the Reputation of that 
Matorlaith ſhe had hitherto taken ſo much 
Care to preſerve, Ir was ſomething” Wonderful 
that a Woman who lov'd co that pro 
digious degree of Tenderheſs as The did, 10 
ſuch Appeurances how much that Tender- 


Heſs Was abus'd, con d ſo well diſſemble the 'Diſ- 


orders of her Soul- Whole time that Say/- 


foy ſtaid 'with her, ie Claw d Miſtreſs of the 


fame ſteddy Reſolution ſhe had always profeſs'd, 
and that buſie Woman had the ortification, 
after all the Pains ſhe had taken, to find her- 
ſelf diſappointed, and that all ſhe had done was 


able to draw kent 12 from her which might be 


a Subject of Ridicule. But what the 'unhappy 
amour ſuffer'd while under ſo cruel a Con- 
ſtraint can hardly be imagin'd. As ſoon as ſhe 
was alone, the ſhut herſelf into her Chamber, 
and gave a looſe to the long labouring pent-up 
Paffions of her Soul, — her Couch, her Bed, 
were now no longer able to ſuſtain the force 
of her wild Grief, — ſhegrovell'd on the Floor, 
me bear her Breaſt, ſhe wrung her 
858 YE Hands. the celebr ated Luſtre of her 
ſhining 
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of Serenity. As it grew. near er A | 


Conqueſt — and what, (O to curing 
ber Eyes ſparkle _ an unuſual 
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he Hour. in 
which her Rival was to, enjoy the Prelence of 
her ador'd Beaaclair, her Agonies, encreag'ds ..Qh 
God ! ! ery'd he, now is the happy Tort 12 ö 
paring to feceive q Fenn I have for 15 15 


ws 1 ee's | gn al ber. . 


adorns Face Bing 85 es: and p 
thouſand Arts, . thouſan (FACES, to Rem her 15 
ougys, 
what gives Additi on to her cauty, and a kes 
vplendo Bu Fa 
the Knowledge that ſhe triumphs oycr the fo 
ken Montamour. Whenever * 8 l Rei ie TE 
5 


acroſs her thoughts, all that ſhe had of 

in her Soul exerted itſelf. No, wou'd 

farting up and wiping away ber. ＋ 15 

Air of Deriſion, — 1 am not, 1 1085 be 55 
happy I ſcorn the el who HI Ids 
Hearr, where neither Virtue Wl Wite nor. 

claim the Prize, where is al: ST 
Charm. He that can Nora fille! 1. in- 
famous the often abandon'd 7 ortillee,.; ſhall 
henceforth be the Object of my. 
equally unworthy of my. Love ar Anger. But hay 
long ſhe continu'd in this Mind, thoſe wha have 
ever felt the Force of true Affection need not 
be inform'd 5 to them it may ſeem ſuperfluous 
to ſay, Tendermſs ſoon got the better of Wee 
ment; but the Tuſen/ibles, or thoſe who ſone only 
becauſe they are below d, will perhaps condemn her 
when they ſhall know thoſe Reſolutions were no 
ſooner pi than broke 1 linking from eben of 


augh- 


4 : ; at EN is. 3. Mg 4 x 
Pte cl go The Injurd Husbaud 3 Of: 
_ Haugbtineſs ſhe had afſum'd, into one wholly 
e compos'd of Softneſs, And yet, ſaid ſhe, amon 

the Race of Man, where is there one Whoſe 
Charms can vie with rhoſe, this dear, this falſe 

: Proteſtor boaſts? —— how harſh, and how un- 
tunable wou'd ſound the Name of Love from any 

other Mouth! and with what Harmony it flows 

from his ! —— his Voice, his Looks, — 

his ſoft enchanting Mein, adorn the tender Paſ- 

fon, and make Defire a Virtue. - In this manner 

was ſhe hurried by the various Agitations of her 

Mind, till the Clock ſtriking ten put her in 

Mind that if ſhe did deſign to be a Witneſs of 

this meeting, it was time ſhe ſhou'd prepare her- 

ſelf. In ſpite of all the Temperance ſhe had 
maintain'd in the Prefence of Sansfoy, the Wo- 

man's Curioſity now gain'd the Victory ; ſhe 
cou'd not be aſſur'd that the Man who had made ſo 

many Vows to er, was that Moment about to 
offer em to another, without a Deſire to know 

in What manner he wou'd do it: and, perhaps, 

was not without a ſecret Hope ſhe ſhou'd di- 

ſcover a Difference in his Behaviour; and as 
wretched as ſhe thought herſelf, found a kind 

of Pleaſure, a ſullen Satisfaction in this Thought: 
enabled by ir ſhe got on her Cloaths, and 
muffling herſelf up in her Hoods fo as it was im- 

ure? for her to be known, ſtole out of the 
ouſe alone, without letting even her own Wo- 
man into the Secret. — What is not Love, when 
inſtigated by Jealbuſy, capable of performing 
She, who at another Time, or on any other 
Occaſion, wou'd not have ventur'd where there 
was the leaſt Appearance of Danger or to her 
Perſon or Reputation, now had either forgo? or 
had Courage to deſpiſe the moſt eminent ones } 
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the Miſtaken Reſentment. Xx" 
and led by the Emotions of her tumultuous Paſ- 
ſions went, when it was dark, unguarded and un- 
attended ro the Place which ſhe was told was 
deſtin'd for the Rendezvous of thoſe ungenerous 
Deſtroyers of her Peace. She had not been 
long in the Tuilleries before ſhe diſcern'd a Man 
and Woman coming down a Walk oppoſite to 
that ſhe was in; ſhe imagin'd it might be thoſe 
ſhe ſought, and immediately croſs'd, making only 
a little Stand to let them paſs, and follow'd at a 
convenient Diſtance, ſo near as to be able to di- 
ſtinguiſh what was ſaid, but far enough, as ſhe 
thought, not to have them believe they were 
obſerv'd. The Baroneſs (for it was ſhe, indeed, 
who accompany'd by Da Lache had prevented 
the Hour appointed by Beauclair that ſhe might 
have the Opportunity of executing that Deſign 
before concerred with her aſſiſting Villain) pre- 
ſently perceiv'd her, but finding ſhe was alone, 
cou'd not be aſſur'd whether it was her Rival or 
Sansfoy herſelf, who ſhe knew had Curioſity e- 
nough for ſuch an Enterprize, if ſhe cou'd not 
prevail on the other: but not doubting, but what- 
ever ſhe ſhou'd diſcover wou'd be carried imme- 
diately to Montamour, began to talk to Du Lache 
in the manner they had contriv'd for the infult- 
ing her. I think (faid ſhe raiſing her Voice, that 
ſhe that follow'd might loſe nothing of what 
was ſaid) I ought no longer to doubt the Since- 
rity of my charming Friend: he has made no 
Scruple of revealing to me the deareſt Secrets 
of his Soul; he confeſt that he formerly had a 
Tenderneſs for Montamour; which, till he ſaw 
me, he took for Love: he acknowledges a Pity 
for the Impreſſion which he finds his Vows of 
Courtſhip have made on her too eaſie yielding 
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7 The Iujurid Husband; or, 


Heart, but proteſts that he has of late deſiſted 
from giving her any Proofs of that Affection ſhe 
once Hatter'd herſelf with, and that ſince his 
Acquaintance with me, he never has viſited her. 
Lam certain he has not,reply'd Du Lache, and in 
my Opinion you cannot have a greater Teſtimony 
F his Paſſion, than his abandoning a Maid of her 
zality and Fortune —one, who in the Judgment 
of moſt People is Miſtreſs of a thouſand. Beauties 
and Acccompliſhments ; and on ro whom, in ſpite 
of-her Reſerve, be knows himſclf extremely dear. 
Poor Girl (reſum'd the malicious Baroneſs) I pi- 


iy her: her Condition is truly deplorable : for 
the engaging Beauclair has ſworn hene'er will ſee 
her more; and but this very Morn, among a 
Million of tender Proteſtations, bound the Pro- 
miſe he before had made me, with fo ſolemn a 
Vow, that tis impoſlibie he ſhould ever dare to 
ſpeak of her, to write to ber, or even think of 
her. again, with any thing beyond. the common 
Civility of a Stranger. What paſs'd in the Soul 
of Montamour at hearing this Diſcourſe, and 
what ſhie endur'd in the Struggles of her Paſ- 
ions with her Diſcretion, can never be repre- 

ſented by Words; the Idea which one ought 
to conccive of her Sufferings wou'd be leſſen'd 
by Deſcription; therefore, 1 ſhall only ſay that 
ſhe ſupported em with Life, but that was all; 
while the Baroneſs went on with her Perſecu- 
tions in this manner. Another Proof of his At- 
fection, reſum'd ſhe, and which I think a pro- 
digious one, is the Uneaſineſs he expreſſes at my 
bur ſpeaking to any other Man : he fancies the 
whole Creation are his Rivals, and envies even 
the Wind the Bleſſing of ſaluting me : —— 1 
will tell you a pleaſant thing of him, (continu'd 
ſhe laughing) He came to viſit me the 1 
ay, 


* 


every Senſe flew frighted at the Tempeſt, and 
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ay, and found the Marquis de Soxville with we. 
I knew his Thoughts, and cqu'd not. forbeat 
ſmiling, to ſec how auk wardly he counterfeited a 
Cheertalneſs, til the Marquis's Page happening 
to bring him a Letter, he retir'd to the farther 
end of the Room to read it, and gave my im- 
patient Lover an Opportunity to vent ſome part 
of his Chagrin. A Pen and Ink ſtanding upon the 
Table, he immediately writ, blotting it out as 
ſoon as he had done, —— O Tortillte! Tortillee! 
Divine as you are in all things elſe, in the At: 
fairs of Love I fear you are but mortal, and liable 
to change: what, O what! muſt then become 
of the unfortunate Beauclair ? Her Invention, 
which was ſeldom at a Loſs, when prompted 
either by her Intereſt or IIl- nature, wou'd cer- 
tainly have furniſh'd her with many more Sto- 
ries of this kind, if the coming of Beauclair had 
not put a ſtop to em. Tho] the Curioſity of 

ſeeing in what manner he wou'd behave, had 
been the only Reaſon which had brought Men- 
tamour there, the was now. hinder'd from the 
Gratification of it. As ſubterranean Fires prey on 
their Manſion, and conſume with certain, tho? 
unſeen, Deſtruction; the various and violent 
Agitations which rag'd in the Breaſt of this 
unhappy Lady, not having Liberty to vent them- 
ſelves, roll'd ſtormy for a while, then growing 
too mighty for Reſtraint diſdain'd all Bounds, 
and wou'd have hurſt in Exclamations ſuited to 
their Cauſe, had not her gentle Soul, entirely 
una ccuſtom'd to ſuch Struggles, retus'd to obey 
the Dictates of her Fury; when ſhe: was about 


to ſhew herſelf, to ſpeak, and to upbraid, ſhe 


loſt the Power, her Voice forſook her, and her 


left 


54 The mud Hucband,; or, 
left her Body motionleſs on the Earth. She ſaw 
the dear Undoer of her Quiet approach 
She ſaw the deteſted Pair, whoſe Diſcourſe had 
plung'd her into ſuch Agonies, walk haſtily from 
the Place they were in, to meet him; but what 
their Converſation was after he join'd 'em, her 
Swoon depriv'd her of the means to obſerve. 

They ſtaid not long in the Walk : the Ba- 
rone/s little ſuſpecting what had happen'd to Mon- 
tamour drew em immediately our of the Tuille- 
ws ries, for tho' Beauclair addreſs'd her with all 
_—_ _ imaginable Complaiſance, and a vaſt deal of Gal- 
_ lantry, yet he was far from expreſſing himſelf. 
3 with that ee e Tenderneſs which the wou'd 
bf: have her Rival believe. Jobs 

7 Poor Montamour remain'd for a conſiderable 
Time in the Condition they had left her, and 
for want of Help, join'd to the Coldneſs of the 
Earth, might, perhaps, never have recover'd, if an 


— r 
* — - - - -» N Lo 4 * 
- — R. * — Pe <'$E "x = 
— an — . ho K — 7 N 
AF wrer 4 N tw SOON EIS _ * F 63 — Soup — x — 
* p 2 93 . 9 — ** 5 : — 
5 8 * — Ss >. Ka. 9 — i er _— — — ER 
2 e — i * — * vg 4 5 171 IJ) * — Pac _= * 
4 4 == 2 Gs... n PF" ... hed try * r 
* 2 WI 2 ue EL 84 % 1 7 . 5 
y > — 1 AF. 2 - bm 8 — 2 — " = 2 
he Ca SP 5 . 3 "I - M35 le 5 Fa Gt 2 N 
SVs A ˙· 2h. e 
* =» * : SIE OO THE N SR; # 4 ; FA , 


A be 


amy unexpected Accident had not brought Monſfeur 
1 Galliard to her Relief. He had been abroad that 
3 Night on an Intrigue, which having met with 


a Diſappointment in, he came thither, thinking 
ro indulge his Chagrin. Chance led him to the 
very Place where ſhe was lying: She had fal- 

len quite croſs the Walk; ſo that dark as it was, 
it was impoſſible for him to paſs, without per- 
ceiving ſomething in his way: The Oddneſs of 
the Adventure ar firſt a little ſurpriz'd him. To 
find a Perſon who tho” her Face was hid, by 
ſome Jewels which glitter'd on her Breaſt, he 
guels'd to be a Woman of faſhion, at ſuch an 
Hour, in ſuch a Place, and in ſuch a Pofture, 
made him begin to imagine that Fortune had 
defign'd him a Reparation for the Diſappoint- 
ment he had lately met with; but he ſoon * 
| that 
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that Hope, tho* to the Encreaſe of his Amaze- 
ment, when kneeling down by her, and pulling 
back her Hoods, he diſcoyer'd who ſhe was. 
The freſh Air immediately reſtor'd her to Life, 
but it was a good while before ſhe regain'd her 
Senſes; ſhe knew not where ſhe was, nor who 
was preſent, and — nothing but the 
Cauſe which had thrown her into this Diſorder, 
frequently repeated the Names of Beauclair, Tor- 
ztillke and Du Lache, but in fo wild and incoherent- 
a manner, that if Galliard had not been pretty 
well acquainted with the Reafons'ſhe had for 
Jealouſy, he cou'd not have been able to gueſs 
'em by her Words. The Reſpe& he always paid 
her, and which, indeed, her Conduct exacted 
from every Body, made him behave himſelf to 
her in a manner very different to what he wou'd 
have us'd to any other Woman in the like Cir- 
cumſtance; and as he had a great deal of good 
Senſe, whenever he pleas'd to exert it, he made 


Uſe of a great many fine Reaſonings to diſſuade 


her from giving way to the Suggeſtions of her 
Paſſions. She ſtood: very little in need of his 
Advice, whenever ſhe had the Liberty of 
Thought; and now beginning to reſume it, was 
more angry with herſelf for the Indiſcretion her 
Curiofity had made her guilty of, than with 
thoſe who had occaſion'd it. She knew Galliard 
to be of a Temper not much different from 
Sansfoy, and cou'd not hope that this Adventure 
wou'd be kept a Secret; ſhe did not fail how- 
ever to conjure him to it, and 'tis poſſible his 
extraordinary Eſteem for her might have oblig'd 
him to put a Conſtraint on his Inclinations, if 
an unexpected Accident had not diſcover'd the 
whole Tranſaction without his Help. . 
During 
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2 and chat ſhe paſs d in Diſcourle with. 
Galliard, which was ſeveral Hours (for tho“ the 
ſtale out of the Houſe without being taken no- 
tice of, ſhe. knew not how to get into it, in the 
ſame manner, and therefore was not over - haſty 
to be gone) Nesuclain Was entertain d by the Ba- 
rougſe in the moſt ſplendid manner, that her Love 
and the natural Profuſeneſs of her Temper cu d 

invent; and knowing that Wine is no ſmall Pro- 

vocatiye to Deſire, the had provided a vaſt Va- 
riety of the moſt choice ones; but not all ſhe 
cou'd do was able to drive the Idea of Maute- 
nur from his Remembrance: In the Height 
of all che Gaiety wich which Tortillie endes : 
vour'd to divert him, he cou'd net forbear re- 
flecting with how much more ſolid Felicity he 
had paG'd his Hours with the other; the mere 
he ſaw of her Behaviour, the leſs careful ſhe 
grew of diſguiſing ir, and the more he found in 
it to diſeſteem. In ſpite of her well-acted Ten- 
derneſs, and in ſpite of all her Iaſtrument Dy 
Lacbe had told him of her Sinęerity, he cu d 
not conſider with what Facility ſhe had granted 
him the greateſt Favours, without a Suſpicion 
that others might alſo have the ſame Freedom. 
To enhance his Admiration, ſhe was perpetually 
telling him how. many had ſought her Affe- 
tion; and hy what he knew of her Humour, 
had little Reaſon to believe heir Labour had 
been in vain: !'——'In fine, all her Actions, all 
her Words, ſerv'd only to ſhow him the pro- 
digious Diſproportion which Was between thoſe 
Charms ſhe wou'd- be thought to have, and 
thoſe. Mputarmour. was really: poſſeſt of. 'F ho 
theſe kind of Reflections came frequently into 


his 


Mfaten Nefemmem 95> 
his Mind, yer they had greater Force this 
Night than ever; he grew exceſſive melan- 
choly on the fadden; and tho” borh the Bus. 
vonn and Da Lache took all imaginable Paitt 
to exhilerare his Temper, their Endeavours were 
in vain: and finding it impoſſible for him to 
be any Company, begg'd Leave to fetire. The 
Reader will eafily imagine how much the 
Lady Was alarm'd at a Behaviour ſo diſtant from 
her Expectations: She made uſe of all ber Ar- 
tifice, ſhe wept, entreated, counter feired Swoon- 
ings, but all fail'd of the Effect ſhe aim'd at; 
and tho Da Lathe reminded him how arconrtly 
it was to leave a Lady who had receiv'd bim 
in ſo generous a faſhion, he perſiſtetl in his Re- 
ſolution, and only making a flight Excuſe, took 
leave 'of her, accompany'd by D Lache, who 
wou'd not part from Him till he had found cut 
the meaning of this Alteration. 
It ſxem'd as if the unuſual Sadneſs Which ſeiz d 
the Soul of Beauclair, and oblig'd him to quit 
the Barvneſs's Houſe ſo much ſboner than he 
intended, was influenc'd by Fate, on purpoſe to 
bring bim to à Place, where he fhou'd have a 
View of what wou'd give him Tortnents prer- 
ty near equal to thoſe his late Deportment had 
inflicted on the diſconſolate Monramonr. He 
paſ'd by rhe Fuilleries the very Moment that 
Galliard was conducting her out: She bad too 
much Diſtraction in her Thoughts to have re- 
member'd to pull down her Hoods, and it being 
now juſt Day break, her whole Face appear'd to 
the Eyes of her impatient Lover. In ſpite of all 
that Da Lache, Tuncarr, and Le Sungr had told 
him of her Perfidiouſneſs, be never con'd 
bring Himſelf to a thorough Aſſurance of 
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and there were ſome Moments in which he cou'd 
not. help. believing all he had heard was falſe: 
but what Excuſes now cou'd his Paſſion alledge 
againſt ſo poſitive an Appearance? To ſee her 
in a looſe, Di/babillte at ſo irregular an Hour,. — 
in ſuch a Place, and ſo accompany'd, was ſuffi- 
cient to juſtify whatever her worlt Enemies 
cou'd ſuggeſt to her Prejudice. Da Lache, tho 
he was infinitely rejoic'd at an Encounter which 
ſo unexpectedly favour'd his Deſigns, was un- 
willing that Beauclair ſhou'd take notice of her, 
with reaſon, fearing if they ſhou'd enter into a 
Converſation it might produce ſomething which 
might ruin all, and perſwaded him co paſs with- 
out ſpeaking; but the other was too full of 
Rage to liſten to the Arguments this artful Vil- 
lain was preparing to prevent him, and dora 
haſtily to her, *'Tis an early Hour, Madam! ſai 

he, (with a Look and Geſture which ſufficient- 
ly teſtify'd his Diſorders) for Ladies, ſuch: as 
Montamour, to be abroad; —— bur I perceive 
you are not without a Guard, elſe ſhou'd make 
Offer of my Service to attend you. You have 
infinitely more agreeable Engagements on your 
Hands, anſwer'd ſhe, (counterfeiting an Air of 
Gaiety) and I think my ſelf extremely happy in 
the Knowledge of your Humour, - becauſe it 
gives me the Liberty of indulging my own. 
She; ſpoke no more, nor indeed had the the 
Power: the Pain ſhe ſuffer'd in reſtraining the 
ſtruggling Paſſions of her Soul, was very near 
throwing. her again into that Condition from 
which Calliard had ſo lately recover'd her. Theſe 
few Words, however, had the Effect ſhe aim'd 
at, to ſting Beauclair to the Quick; and wholly 
unable to contain himſelf, If there be any tige 
| : 5 ike 
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like a Change in my Humour, (reſum'd he impa· 
tiently) Montamour ought, indeed, to approve it, 
fince I but follow'd an Example ſhe gave me. If 
ſhe had heard this, it might perhaps have made 
her reply in a manner, which wou'd have given 
him ſome Light into the Arts by which they 
both had been impos'd on; but her Agitations 
were too violent to permit her to ſtay ; ſhe was 
remov'd ſeveral Paces from him, and he thought 
it wou'd look like Mean-ſpiritedneſs to follow 
her, after what he had ſeen, which ſeem'd to be 
ſo great a Confirmation of all he had been od: 
in ſhort, both believing themſelves injur'd, each 
diſdain'd to do any thing which fnight appear 
like a Defire of Reconciliation: and this little 
Pride, fatal alike ro the Repoſe of both, gave 


the common Deceivers all the Opportunity they 


cou'd wiſh to compaſs their pernicious Ends, of 
ſeparating two Hearts which by all the Ties of 
Gratitude and Tenderneſs were thought to be 
cemente . | | | 
When Montamour was come home, and the 
firſt Emotions of her Paſſions a little abated, ſhe 
began to conſider with more Sedateneſs on this 
Adventure; and being unable to find any reaſon- 
able Excuſe for Beauclair's Behaviour, reſolv'd to 
tear him from her Heart: She foreſaw it wou'd 
coſt her moſt terrible Pangs, but yer it muſt be 
done, and therefore the ſooner ſne endeavour'd 


it, the better. But tho” ſhe found no great Dif- 
ficulty in the forming this Reſolution, ſhe did 


in fixing on what means ſhe ſhou'd make choice 
of for the Execution of ir. To think to diſplace 
him by entertaining the Idea of any other Man, 
was vain: there was none who in the Perfections 
of either Mind or Body cou'd vie with the 
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charming Beaurlair, much leſs exceed him: neithe 
cou'd ſhe hope that Variety of Company, or 
Diverſions, wou'd fo far amuſe her, as to make 
her forget him, but on the contrary more re- 
mind her, how little, in Competition with the 
ſoſt Hours of mutual Love, are thoſe paſt in that 
Hurry which the Miſtaken World calls Pleaſure. 
Such an Alteration in her Behaviour, ſne conſi- 
ger'd, might endanger her Reputation, but nc'er 
reſtore her Quiet. Therefore, after many di- 
ſturb'd Reflections, a Claiſter ſeem'd the only 
um where ſhe cou'd hope for Peace : the 
Duties of Religion ſo ſtrictly praftis'd in thoſe 
Places, the pious Examples and heavenly Con - 
verſation of the holy Siferbood, ſhe doubted not 
wou'd ſet her Mind at Eaſe, and raife her Wiſhes 
beyond worldly Views. When ſhe confider'd 
with what à Sublimity of Tenderneſs ſhe had 
regarded Beuuclair, ſhe look'd upon it as a Six, 
for which ſhe was juſtly puniſh'd in his Vncon- 
fancy: ſhe accus'd herſelf of Sacrilege, in paying 
to a Mortal that Adoration Hæauen alone had 
Chim to, and vow'd to devote the remainin 
Part of her Life to Penitence for that Tranſ- 
prefliion. She was extremely ftrengthen'd in this 
Deſign by her Confeſſor. She had a large Fortune 
in her own Poſſeſſion, which, on her embracing 
2 Monaſtick Life, wou'd be whollyemploy'd in 
the Service of Mother Church, of which he 
was too true a Son to let flip ſo fair an Oppor- 
tunity of Advantage. He magnify'd the Com- 
forts of Retirement, and the innate Content - 
ment which flows from an entire abandoning 
the World, in fo florid and perſwaſive a Stile, 
rhat in ſpite of all that her Brother and other 
Relations and Acquaintance cou'd do, to 2 
er, 
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her ſhe went into a Nunnery about four Leagues 
diſtant from Paris, fully determin'd to taxe Or- 
ders as ſoon as her Year of Probation ſhou'd be 
expir'd. ; 5 e 
While Montamour was thus employ'd in en- 
deavouring to vanquith an Inclination ſhe thought 
ſo ill plac'd, Beauclair was uſing his utmoſt Ef. 
forts tor a Conqueſt of the ſame Nature. Her 
Behaviour, when he met her with Galliard, made 
her appear more vile than even Da Lache and 
his Adherents had repreſented: her: He cou'd, 
not think he had ever lov'd her, without 
being aſham'd of his Affection. — Tortillbe feem'd: 
now leſs faulty in his Opinion, he believꝰd 
her guilty of no other Failings than what were 
incident to her Sex, for if Montamour was falſe, 
he imagin'd all Women muſt be fo. An honoura- 
ble Paſſion was what, for the future, he reſolv'd 
to avoid, and being enter'd in an Amour with 
the Baroneſs, fancied he might paſs his Hours in 
her Company with as much Felicity as in any 
others. To make the Favours he receiv'd from 
her as great a Bleſſing as poſſible, he took abun- 
dance of Pains to eſtabliſn 4 Tenderneſs in his 
Soul on her Account, like what he formerly had 
felt for Montamour, but how much did he deceive 
himſelf in ſuch an Attempt ! the lovely Maid, 
all Guilty as ſhe ſeem'd, maintain'd -her Empire 
ſtill! the more he ſtruggl'd with his Chains, the 
more he found the Impoſſibility of breaking 
them: and what he endur'd in the Conflict be- 
tween Paſſion and Reſentment was almoſt inſup- 
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8 portable. But, deſpiſing himſelf for what he 
2 thought ſo great a Weakneſs, he reſolv'd to do 
'T nothing that ſhou'd give the World occafion 
© to ſuſpect what paſs d 99 Soul; and 
7 ro 


82 The Injurd Hausband; or, 
to that end, paid his Devoirs to the Barg- 
meſs in a more aſſiduous manner than he wou'd 
have done, perhaps, had Inclination only prompt- 

ed him. | 

This miſchievous Woman now exulted with 
a malicious Joy at the Knowledge of her Nivabs 
Grief, for in * of all that Lady's Caution it 
was ſoon blaz'd abroad, that ſhe was miſerable in 
the Loſs of Beauclair. The Condition in which 
Galkard had found her in the Tuilleries was no 
Secret; for tho' the Eſteem he had for her o- 
blig'd him to conceal her Name, it cou'd not 
reſtrain him from diverting himſelf and Compa- 


nions with the Relation of ſuch an Adventure; 


and Ds Lache being with Beauclair when he 
was conducting 


her out, made him know 
it was ſhe her ſelf, and not Sausfoy, who had come 
thither to obſerve the Baroneſs ; ſo that between 
them the whole Affair ſoon grew the common 
Chat of every Tea Table: and it was the Know- 
ledge of being thus expos'd, which doubtleſs, 


more than any thing, made Momamour deaf to 
all the Perſwaſions of her Friends from a Mona- 


ftick Life. Beaxclair was ſoon inform'd of her 
Reſolution, but whatever he felt within himſelf 
ſeem'd little to regard it, and was in reality not 
forry the had taken Meafures which wou'd ren- 
der it impoſſible for him ever to let her know the 
Power ſhe had over him; and being allowed, and 
indeed courted to take all imaginable Freedom 
with the Barone, whoever had ſeen him with 
her wou'd have believ'd his Soul was wholly hers; 
bur, in ſpite of all the Pleaſure this wicked Wo- 
man conceiv'd in the Opinion the was Miſtreſs 
of a Heart, the united Beauties of the whole 
Sex Without an equal Proportion of * and 
y7 | | | irtue 


Virtue was inſufficient to deſerve, in ſpite of the 


unequall'd, unexpreſſible Graces he was poſſeſt 
of, ſhe cau'd nat. refolve to be his alone: Sozville, 
St. Aumar, Le Sourbe and others had the fame 
Liberties with her as before; but, as I have al- 
ready taken Notice, ſhe. had her particular Pla- 
ces of Aſſigvation with them all, and Beaaclair 


had not the leaſt Suſpicion of any Rivals in his 


Happineſs, and was pretty near an Infatuation 
equal to that her Artifices had wrought on the 
unhappy Baran. N RES 

Thus all things for a while went ſmoothly. on, 
till one unhappy Day had like to have made a 


total Diſcovery of her Falſhqvd to him whom it 


was moſt her Intereſt to deceive. Beauclair as 
well as others of her Admirers frequently viſited. 
her at Home: and happening to come one Af- 
ternoon, and finding her in her Bedchamber, no 
Company with her, the Barox abroad, and the 
in a looſe Undreſs (in which indeed ſhe” logk'd 


moſt amiable) he cou'd not reſiſt a ſudden In - 


elination to make uſe of ſo favourable an Oppor- 
tunity, and taking her in his Arms and throw- 
ing her on the Bed, was about to repeat at Hama 
what many times ſhe had condeſcended to Abroad: 
The Violence of his preſent: Defire, and the Ec- 
ſtacy ſhe was in to find him ſa much more than 
ordinarily tranſported, depriv'd them both of that 
Caution they were accuſtom'd to make uſe of. 
The Chamber Door was only careleſiy put to, 
and the Baron chancing to return, and come in- 
to that very Room, was firack with a fight, 
which no other Witneſſes: but his own ' Ey& 
cou'd have convinc'd him had been true. He 
wou'd have drawn his Sword, and waſh'd the 
Stain they caſt upon ba Honaur — 
Q 2 


34 The 1. nur a Husband 1 
of both, but Aſtoniſnment took from him the 
 - Power: She was in a Poſture ſuch as cou'd have 
| left no other Woman a Poſſibility of Excuſe ; but 
| ſo ready was ſhe at Invention, and ſo cunning in 
deceiving, that even in this, the greateft Tryal 
ſhe cou'd meer, ſhe brought - herſelf off with a 
Dexterity which prov'd how much ſhe was Mi- 
j ſtreſs of the Art of Jilting. Her Face lying to- 
{ ward that fide of the Room where her Husband 
|  _ enter'd, ſhe had an Opportunity of ſeeing him 
j immediately, and before Beauclair cou'd have any 
[ Imagination of the ' Truth, the Perſon who in 
his Arms that Moment was uttering Raptures, 
amaz'd him, on a ſudden, with ſtruggling to ger 
looſe, and crying out, Help Oh Help ! — a Rape! 


— where are my Servants —— will none come 
to my Aſſiſtance —— for Heaven's ſake Monſieur 


defiſt—— I'll rather die than live to wrong the 
beſt of Men and Husbands. Then diſengaging 
herſelf from his Embrace, and running to the 
Baron (pretending not to have ſeen him before) 
Oh my dear Lord ! ſaid ſhe, how opportunely 
are you come to ſave me from Diſhonour, from 
Ruin, from Death, for ſure | wou'd have flown 
for Refuge to the latter rather than have en- 
dur'd the former. That barbarous Man (added 
ſhe, burſting into well-diſſembled Tears) wou'd 
have depriv'd me of all I value Life for — he 
wou'd have violated my Innocence — corrupted 
my Duty made me utterly unworthy of my 
dear Lord's Affection and finding his impi- 
ous Perſwaſions were in vain, he wou'd have 
Forced me to the horrid Deed —— a Deed my 
Soul abhors a Deed which muſt have made 
me hateful both to Heaven and Earth. Oh 
had I not been inſpir'd for ſome Moments with 
ü w-4 Aan 
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an unuſual Strength, and had not my Heart's 
Treaſure, my dear dear Baron, come to my Af- 
ſiſtance juſt when that Strength began to fail, 
how wretched had I been: ——— Oh be ever 
prais'd ye Saints and Angels! ye miniſtring Spi- 
rits! the Guardians of my Honour, for your Pro- 
tection in this dreadful Hour! Oh ſtill con- 
tinue watchful o'er your Charge! and ſave me 
ever from Infamy and Guilt. She fell on her 
Knees, and pronounc'd theſe laſt Words in ſo 


exotic a manner, and with a Countenance ſo ex- 


actly ſuited to every thing ſhe ſaid, that Beauclair 
was much more ſtartled at her Impiety and Diſſi- 
mulation than he had been when riſing from the 
Bed he perceiv'd what it was that occaſion'd it. 
The Scene muſt certainly have been pleaſant 
enough to obſerve, if any diſintereſted Perſon had 
been Witneſs of it: to behold a couple of Men 
ſtand gazing on each other without Power of 
Speech or Motion, while a Woman was acting 
over a thouſand various Paſſions in Geſtures and 
Grimaces ſuited to them all ſometimes 
rejoicing at the Deliverance ſhe pretended to have 
had ſometimes feigning to look back with 
Horrour on her paſt Danger now Weeping, 
as it were thro' Tenderneſs, then exclaiming 
againſt the Baſeneſs of Mankind with one 
Breath Curſing her own Charms for being the oc- 


caſion of inſpiring looſe Deſires. and with the 


next, Bleſſing Heaven for giving her the Means 
of reſiſting them. The Surprize which both 
the Husband and Lover were in, gave her ſuffici- 
ent Opportunity to exerciſe her Talent; but as 
Beauclair was Maſter of a much greater Preſence 
of Mind than the Baron, ſo he recollected him- 
ſelf much ſooner, and perceiving the Lady was 
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Capable of making her Party good with her be- 
lieving Husband, thought, in fuch-a Circumſtance, 
the moſt prudent Action he cou'd do was to re- 
tire. The firſt thing he had done after he ſtarred 
from the Bed was to ſnatch up his Sword, not 
doubting bur he ſhou'd have occaſion to make 
uſe of it : but finding he was not immediately call'd 
to the Account he expected, took the Advantage 
of the Baron's Confuſion, and left him to adjuſt 
matters with his Spouſe, as they ſhowd agree it 
between em only telling him, as he went out 
of the Room, that if he imagin'd himſelf injur'd, 
he knew where to demand Satisfaction; he ſtaid 
not for an Anſwer, nor had the other recover'd 
Himſelf enough, as yet, to make one; he conti- 
nued, for ſome Moments after Beauclair was gone, 
fix'd in the fame ftupid Poſture he had been in 
ever fince he came into the Room; till, at laſt, 
the hurried Spirits beginning by little and little 
to reſume their proper Stations, he feteh'd a deep 
| Sigh, and breaking from bis Wife, who had all 
this while been holding him in her Arms, walk'd 
. Haſtily to and fro, by that Action only diſcover- 
ing the inward Diſorders that oppreſs'd him: 
Bur what is it that is not in the Power of a 
Perſon belov'd to accompliſh ? What a com- 
manding Force there dwells in Tears, when flow- 
ing from the Eyes we worſhip ! they give thelye 
to Reaſon, and make our very Senſes but un- 
availing Witneſſes, when oppos'd to any thing 
they wou'd inſinuate. The tender- hearted Baron 
At firſt teſtify'd the ſecret Vieldings of his Soul 
but by a Look; but ſhe, who perfectly under- 
ſtood the Language of the Eyes, immediately 
knew her Work was more than half compleated, 
and aſſuming an Air all full of Languiſhment and 
os | Soft tneſs, 


the Miftaken Reſenrment. 83 
Softneſs, I have liv'd too long, ſaid ſhe, (in a 
dying, trembling Accent) I have-liv'd too long, 
fince my dear Lord, the only Man, Heav'n knows, 
I ever wiſh'd to pleaſe, regards me with Indiffe- 
rence— is this dumb Coldneſe, or this diſtant 
Poſture a Proof of that Paſſion you have ſworn 
ſhou'd be unchangeable, or a fir Welcome fot 
2 Wife, reſcued by Providence from threatned 
Ruin? O my only Dear, my Love, my Life, my 
Husband, continu'd ſhe (ſeizing his Hand and 
clapping it to her Mouth with a well counter- 
feited Tranſport) Take, Take me to your Breaſt, 
or kill me. There needed no more to make the 
_ Baron quite beſides himſelf ; his Soul, be- 
ore overcome by ſoft Emotions, now quite diſ- 
ſolv'd and melted in a Sea of Tenderneſs: He 
claſp'd the Syren in his faithful Arms! kiſs'd her 
diſſembling Lips! and while he ſpoke the fond- 
eft, moſt endearing Words that Tongue cer ur- 
ter'd, or Heart e'er conceiv'd, a Flood of honeſt 
Tears ſtream'd from his Eyes, and bath'd her 
treacherous Bofom ! Oh thou art all Divine, cry'd 
he, in a Rapture, all Angel! thy Mind like thy 


| bright Body, charming] Pure and untainted 


with any of the Frailties of thy Sex ! Dear to 
Reaſon, and raviſhing to Sexſe ! and then again, 
let me no longer live than I adore thee (putſued 
the affectionate Deluded) Thou Excellence 
Thou lovely Abſtract of all that's good in Wo- 
man! *Tis not to be doubred but that ſhe an- 
ſwered theſe render Expreſſions, and return'd 
the Careſſes he gave her, in a manner which 
ſeem'd to him, to proceed from, at leaſt, an e- 
qual Ardency : and this Accident was ſo far from 
leſſening her in his Eſteem, that it made her, if 

poſſible, dearer than before; he was too little ac- 
ng mM” 4 quainted 
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88 The Injur d Hushantl; or; 
uainted with Artifice himſelf, to imagine there 
was a Poſſibility for the Woman he ador'd to be 
Miſtreſs: of fo much; the entire Confidence he 
always had of her Love and Virtue was now in 


as füll force as ever, and all thoſe Notions which 
had crowded into his Soul at his firſt coming into 
the Chamber, and beholding ſo unexpected, and 


indeed, ſo diſtracting a Sight, now vaniſhed and 
were no more remembred ! 'Love, now, trium- 
phant Love! unmix'd with Fears, with Jealou- 
ſies or Doubts, blaz'd with Almighty Luſtre, and 
ſtruck all other Remonſtrances dead. He thought 
he look'd into her very Soul and found it all 
Perfection, nothing that he cou'd wiſh were al- 
ter'd, excepting a little too much Freedom and 
Condeſcention in her Behaviour, which tho' he 
believ'd alrogether innocent and undeſign'd, he 
thought might have encourag'd Beauclair to hope 
greater Favours: He did not fail ro acquaint her 
what his Sentiments were on that ſcore, and con- 
jur'd her for the ſake of his eternal Quiet, and her 


own Honour and Reputation, to endeavour to 


wear a more diſtant and reſerv'd Air in her Con- 
verſation with thoſe Men whoſe Principles ſhe 
was not perfectly aſſured of. This Advice, tho! 
gccompany'd with ten thouſand ſoft Profeſſions, 
and given with: the greateſt Complaiſance, reliſh'd 
but ill with-her twas apply'd to; but ſhe had Po- 
licy enough to conceal her Chagrin, pretended 
to think as he did, and aſſur'd him in all the 
ſeeming good Humour imaginable that for the 
future ſhe wou'd be more wary : but from that 
Moment ſhe conceiv'd an inexpreſſible Hatred 
for him; if he had Eyes to ſee a Failing in her 
Conduct, ſhe. knew not but in Time he might 
gather Courage to condemn, or to controll it : 
5 T an 


the Miftaken Reſentment. -$9 
and the bare Thoughts that there was. a poſſi- 
bility ſhe might one Day be-debarr'd from taking 
the Liberties ſhe now enjoy'd, made her almoſt 
diſtracted : if this medling Husband was to be no 
longer blinded he muſt be remov'd; Murder was 
now the Employment of her Thoughts, and 
ſcem'd fo abſolutely neceſſary for the Security of 
her Pleaſures, that ſhe found no Shock, or ſuch 
as ſhe could eaſily paſs over, in reſolving to un- 
dertake it: and ſhe wou'd moſt certainly have 
found ſome means to perpetrate her horrid Inten- 
tions, if her Agent in all miſchievous Enterpriſes, 
Du Lache, had not advis'd her to another, tho? 
almoſt as execrable, yet a leſs dangerous Method of 
getting rid of him. He procur'd a Potion com- 
pos'd of fuch pernicious Drugs, that tho? it wou'd 
not abſolutely deſtroy Life, and drive the Soul 
from her tormented Habitation; yet it had that 
unhappy Effect on all the ſenſitive Faculties as to 
reduce the Perſon who ſhou'd ſwallow it, ro a 
Condition little preferable to that of an Ideor. 
This curſed Mixture. did that Monſter. of a 
Woman give to her unſuſpecting Husband, and 
while his tender, truly generous Soul was wholly 
taken up with the Study how to pleaſe her, him- 
ſelf was ſinking into the moſt miſerable State that 
Hell-bred Miſchief could invent: At firſt he was 
ſeiz'd with a Lethargy of Thought, a kind of la- 
zy Stupefaction hung on his Spirits, which eve- 
ry day encreaſing, at laſt over-whelm'd the 
Throne of Reaſon! Reflection was unhing'd ! the 
noble Seat of Memory fill'd with Chimeras and 
disjointed Notions! wild and confus'd Ideas 
whirl'd in his diſtracted Brain! and all the Man, 
Except the Form, was chang'd. _— 
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dbl to the World, for any Body to wonder at her 


neſs of Satiety: but tho' theſe Entertainments 


The Barone ſt's ſhnameful Conduct was tod vifi- 


Josband's Frenzy; and tho? every one pitied the 
ndition they ſaw him in, yet there was none 
that had the leaſt Suſpicion ſhe had made uſe of 
any other means to bring him into it, than what 
was public. She ſuffer'd him to continue a few 
Days in Town after his Delirium; but then, under 
the Pretence that change of Air might be of 
Service, ſent him down to a little Village about 
forty Miles from Payis where ſhe had him board- 
ed at a cheap rate, out of his lage Eſtate ſcarce 


affording him the common Necefſaries of 


Life. 5 : | | 

Now all the gay, looſe, Part of her Acquain- 
tance of both Sexes, which to pleaſure him for 
4 little time ſhe had pretended to diſcard, re- 
turn'd with uſual Freedom to her Houſe z her 
Drawing-Room was every Day fill'd with Viſi- 
tants, her Antichamber with Muſicians, and her 
Hall with Attendants : the whole Dwelling be- 
came a Seat of Luxury —— Dancing, Singing, 
Playing, Drinking, Feaſting, all that cou'd charm 
the Senſe might here be und in full- Profuſe- 


were raviſhing to moſt of the Company they 
were prepar'd for, Beauclair had no Reliſſi for 
em, his Morals were too excellent, and his Soul 
too much refin'd and delicate to be pleas'd with 
thoſe groſs Debaucheries he daily ſaw acted 
there. The Barons, whom a long time he had 
but little eſteem'd, eſpecially ſince that monſtrous 
Diſſimulation with which he was Witneſs ſhe 
treated her Husband, now appear'd odious in bis 
Eyes: his good Manners wou'd not permit him 
to deſiſt wholly from viſiting her, but he _ 
| ai 
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ſtaid long, and went not ſo often as he had been 
accuſtomd. He made no Scruple bf letting Ds 
Lache know his Sentiments, when he was ask d by 
him, the reaſon of eſtranging himſelf; but the 
other took not now the Pains he had done to 
conceal the Baroness Vices; he knew that Bran- 
clair was now grown as indifferent to her as any 
of his Predeceſiors or Cotemporaries, and that 
to preſerve his good Opinion was » thing ſhe 
gave herſelf not the leaſt Concern about. All 
the Thoughts of this inconſtant Woman were 
at preſent taken up with young La Brauche, one 
of the moſt vain, conceired Coxtrombs in the 
Town, one who had no other Merit, no othet 
Charm, than his being a new Conqueſt, to en- 
gage her: tho' worthleſs as he was, there was a 
Girl, to whom he formerly had made court, 
that valued his Converſation at a very high rate, 
and endeavour'd by Letters, Meſſages, and all 
the Stratagems that her Paſſion cou'd invent, to 
retrieve the fickle Heart of thisungrateful Lover. 
The Knowledge that there was a Rival in the 
way, always made the Baroneſs's Deſires more 
eager 3 to give Di/quizt to her own Sex height - 
ned her Satisfaction in the Enjoyment of the 
other: She was of that malicious, one may juſtly 
ſay, indeed, deus Diſpoſition, that her chief 
_ Pleaſure conſiſted in the inflicting Pain: want- 
ing the Poignancy of Revenge, not all the Joys 
that Love affords (warm as her Inclinations were) 
bad any Reliſh. The Embraces of a God, ww- 
envy'd, wou'd have been taſteleſs and infipid : No 
longer than his Engagement with another ke 
her in Suſpence was the Marguis de Sorville the 
Object of her Affection. When the Continu- 
ance of St. Auma Addrefies vo her n 
im 
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him deſpis'd by all the other Women of his Ac- 
quaintance, he became immediately ſo by her; 
and her Apprehenſions of Montamour no ſooner 
were remov'd, than Beauclair was diſregarded; 
a kind Look from that inſignificant Trifler, La 
Branche, was now of greater Value with her, than 
all the Careſſes of theſe accompliſh'd Gentlemen. 
The unfortunate young Creature that lov'd him 
was now the Sacrifice which her inſatiate Pride 
requir'd, and the whole Time and-Invention of 
wt Lache was now employ'd in means to com- 

als 1. 7% | or, 7 

0 But how fond ſoever the Baroneſs was of a new 
Intrigue, Heav'n never form'd a Man whoſe 
Charms cou'd oblige her to diſcontinue any of 
her former ones, nor was ſhe ever ſo much over- 
whelm'd in Paſſion as not to know how to con- 
ceal it, whenever ſhe found occaſion; whenever 
any one of her Admirers took notice that ſhe 
regarded another with more Tenderneſs than he 
approv'd of, ſhe had a method of ſilencing his 
Doubts as my as it was haſe 5 ſhe pretended 
that the Perſon ſuſpected was only indulg'd by 
her in ſome little Freedoms to take off all Ima- 
gination of a real Amour between him and a 
certain Lady of her Acquaintance; and then, if 


preſs d to it, wou'd frame a long Story of ſame 


Woman, no matter who, but any body that came 
into her Head at that Time was made the Pro- 
perty to bear her Shame the truth is, indeed, 
ſhe kept no Company whom any thing ſhe faid 
cou'd make appear much worſe than in reality 

they were. By this means ſhe prevented any 
Quarrels from ariſing between her Lovers, and 
preſerv'd to herſelf a Reputation with them which 


ſhe was very far from deſerving. She was alſo 


extremely 


TP 
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extremely indebred to her good Fortune, that all 
this while among ſo many ſhe had, hitherto, to 
do only with Men whoſe Honour wou'd not 
permit them to boaſt of a Lady's Favours: and 
ſomething too, I think, ſhe owed to their want 
of Penetration, as well as her own Artifice, that 
ſhe cou'd ſo long and ſo eaſily impoſe on their 
Judgments. - Ae 1 11, Dry 
= If La Branche had been of the fame Diſpoſi- 
tion and Principles with the others, ſhe might, 
perhaps, have retain'd the good Opinion of them 
all ſomething longer than ſhe did ; bur thar 
Wretch was too much elevated with his good 
Fortune, in being belov'd by a Woman of the 
Baroneſs's Quality, to conceal it: He talk'd of 
her wherever he came, toaſted her as a Miſtreſs, 
read her Letters publickly, and was fo carelels in 
putting them up, as to loſe two of 'em, which 
happening to fall into the Hands of an Intimate 
of the Marquis de Sonville, were immediately 
brought to him. Never was any Surpriſe ſuperior 
to that of this Gentleman, when he found what 
they containꝰd; nor Rage equal to that he flew in- 
to, at reflecting on the Indignity ſhe offer'd to his 
Merit; for in the whole Courſe of his Amour with 
her, never had ſne made a more paſſionate Declara- 
tion of Love to him, than he now found ſne had 
done to La Branche: the more he conſider'd on the 
Worthleſſneſs of the Fellow, the more he grew 
enrag'd, and reſolving to be reveng'd on her 
Meanneſs of Spirit, on her Perfidy and Ingrati- 
tude, ſer himſelf to ſtudy what meaſures he ſhouꝰ d 
take to expoſe her, and make her appear as vile 
and as deteſtable to the whole World as ſhe was 
grown to him: his Reſentment ſoon inſpir'd him 
with a Thought lucky enough for his 'Purpole ; | 
He knew that the next Day was that on vor f 
5 4 


them my ſelf, aloud, that all here may partake 
of the Diverfion they will afford: He had no 
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keps her Aſſembly, and had generally a greatey 


uence of Company en that than any other 
_ He went not till it was pretty late, that 
he heliev'd they were all met, becauſe he was 
deſirous to have as many Witneſſes as poſſible of 
What he did. He came into the Room with his 
uſual Gaiety of Air, entirely diſſembling his Chas 
grin, and ſtepping up to the Baroneſs, who. was 
at a little Table huſily engag d at Omis with St. 
Aumar and the young Count de la Torre, I thought 


Madam * he ta her, after having look'd 


raund the Room and ſcen he was not there) to 
have found Monfew La Branche among this good 
Company; by Accident ſome Letters directed for 
him have fallen into my Paſſeſſion, and I wou'd 


willingly have reftor'd em. For Heav'ns ſake 


let me {ee them, cry'd the jealous Barone/5, pre- 
atly imagining they had been ſent to him by ber 
Rival. Na, Madam! reply'd the Margais, fince 


Jour Curioſity wou'd lead you to examine the 


Contents, I will fave you the Trouble, and read 


Goner ſpoke than all the Gentlemen and Ladies 
in the Room, among whom were Monſieur Beau- 
clair and old Le Saurbe, flockd to the Place where 
he was ſtanding, and prepar'd to give Attention, 


a while he pull'd one of the Letters out of his 


Pocket, and began to read as follows. 


To the dearef of: Mankind, tha lovely and accom- 
| id La Branche. ag 

How can you pretend to love, and yet de· 
ny me the only Joy I have in Life! what Ex- 


* cult. can you make fer net coming as you pro- 
10 e mis df 
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© mis'd ? The Day, indeed, that curs'd deteſted 
thing calbd Bef#ne/s may engroſs, but Love and 
C 


He was not permitted to proceed ; the Bar- 
neſ5, who from the firſt Word had difgover'd 
a ſtrange Uneaſineſs and Confufion in her Beha- 
viour, now ſtarted from her Chair, and running 
to him and endeauouring to ſnatch the Paper out 
of his Hand, Hold, my Lord! ſaid ſhe, trem- 
bling with the inward Diforders of her Soul, I 
conjure you by all you fear abave or love below, 
not to expoſe. the Contents of that Letter. Your 
Ladyſhip is unkind, (interrupted de la Tame who 
knew her well enough to gueſs the reaſon of her 
Concern) we all have cauſe ro complain of your 
want of good Nature, in endeavouring to deprive 
us of an Entertainment which rhe Marquis pro- 
miſes ſo much Diverſion in. I cannat (reſum d 
ſhe recollecting herſelf as much as poſſible) fuffer 
the Secret of my Friend to be divulg'd —— that 
Letter is from a Woman I entirely love, and tho” 
J writ it for her to prevent any Diſcovery, yet 
"tis . ſome here by the Contents may gueſs 
the Perſon. I doubt not, Madam, (anſwer'd 
the Marquis) but that every body will: but, (pur- 
fu'd he ironically) I have ſo vaſt a Regard for 
the Baroneſs de Tortilide t hat I cannot conſent to 
bury in Obſcurity ſo uncommon a Proof of her 
good Nature as the ſigning her ewn Name to a 
Complaint ſuch as this. How! cry'd all the 
Company with one Voice, her own, Name ! and 
immediately a loud Laughter enſy'd among the 
Momin, and Signs of an univerſal Conſternation 
m— the Men: The revengeful Margairobſerv'd 
It with Pleaſure, and was about to go * 
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the Letter, bur: the Barone/s quite beſides her 
ſelf with Paſſion, ſtill ſtruggling to get it from 
him, for ſome Moments retarded his Deſign, till 
finding her continue obſtinare he thought fir to 
 ſthow that he was reſoly'd to be ſo too, and hold- 
ing it above her reach, and gently putting her off, 
*T'were too much, Madam, (reſum'd he, with a 
malicious Smile) ta do ſo much for the Service of 
a Friend, yet be deny'd the Praiſes due to ſo ele- 
vated a Sincerity ! — You muſt and ſhall receive 
the Glory which your Actions merit, and if you 
nom prevent me, the publick News-papers 70- 
morrow ſhall proclaim your Virtues. ”T'would be 
impoſſible to repreſent the Violence of her Rage, 
when ſhe found that neither Entreaties nor Com- 
mands were of force to oblige him to ſtifle this 
Teſtimony of her Infamy; ſhe rav'd like one 
diſtracted, call'd him ten thouſand Villains, and 
perceiving her ſelf on the very brink of being 
expoſed in the moſt ſhameful manner imagina- 
ble, no hope from Artifice! no Relief from Diſ- 
ſimulation! ſhe threw the Mask of Softneſs off! 
unheard- of Curſes iſſued from her Mouth! her 
Eyes ſhot Fire! in all her Air the Fury ſtood 
confeſt! and quitting the Marquis, and looking 
wildly round on the reſt of the Company (who 
waited with Impatience for the End of this 
Adventure) and ſeeing none offer to aſſiſt her 
in wreſting this fatal Paper from the Hand that 
held it, ſhe flew out of the Room, wiſhing 
Eternal Damnation on 'em all. The Indigna- 
tion and Confuſion ſhe expreſs'd was fo great 
a Gratification of the Marquis's Spleen, that he 
had certainly follow'd her to proſecute the 
Raillery he had ſo tormentingly began, but that 
to fully ſatiate his Revenge it was neceſſary he 
$ | > EE ſhou'd 
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ſhou'd. ſtay. wher c he Was, ſince he cou'd never 


meet with a fitter Opportunity than what of- 


fer'd at preſent for the making her appear what 
ſhe really, was before ſo many Perſons, ſome of 
which he knew wou'd not fail to blaze it; and 
every Body. crowding about him, he immediate 
ly proceeded with the Letter, which Eontinued 
to declare the Paſſion it began with, in theſe 


us * { 4 ” 
* p . . 


© Languilhing for your Approach, and all diſſol- 
* ving in the pleaſing Ex pectation of thoſe Joys 


© your dear-lov'd Preſence brings, ſome Hours {lid 


* ſoft away 3 but when the Time was paſt, what 
Horror ]. what - inconceivable Inquietudes en- 
ſu'd! my Heart, ſo lately the Seat of Rapture, 
was nig w fill'd with racking Doubts, and tor- 
turing. Jealouſy —— What ſhall 1 do,? —— 

Tam wild with Apprehenſion —— the Me- 


O, Ia Branche! ſhou'd you, indeed, for- 
fake me, not Hell contains a Wretch more 
curſt than I — but ſure it cannot be! 
that lovely Form can harbour no Deceit 


all the Night my longing Arms were ſtretch'd, 
in vain, to graſp thee z thy, Soul, I know, thy 
. Wiſhes all were mine — make haſte my Love, 
my Life! my Angel, make haſte to give and 
take ſuch Joys as but in Idea to the vulgar 

Vorld are known, tho” real and /ub/tantial to 
the charming La Branche and his 
Paſſionately fond __ 


» ZW 
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mory of paſt Dejights but heighten preſent Moes 


'rwas my ill Fortune, but not thy Fault, that 
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Methinks, faid the Marzuis, pee is neither 
want of Paſſion or Softfeßs 10 this Billet, to make 
tbe Author aſham'd of irs being read; but this 

is nothing to, what this Prodigy of her Sex can 

do here is (continued he) a eſtimony of her 
Abilities, in which Wenn of this Compitiy have 
ſome Co Acerh.- ſpeaking theſe Words he 

took out the öther Leue, ng without ftaying 
to hear what Reply any Body wou'd make, ad- 
ded to the Surprize they were PIP 0 1 by the 
reading theſe Lines. 


To my Souls Treaſtire, the 2 Htrvabl La Branche 


If Jealouſy betokens Love, how hap py ſhould 
: 1 think my 1 Kk in receiving ſo many Proofs of 
rours ? But ſay, thou enn Deſtroyer of my 
e Peace charming Unbeliever! fay, What muſt 
a I do to convince thee that I am — that I tar 
0 be on] ly Thite—O, didſt chou know thy ſelf, 
© thy 00 u. Utequal'd Charms were a ſufficient 
c ok for my Truth —— what is thefe in 
ö Man deſirable that my Ls Branche does not 
I poſſeſs in ſo eminentl AT guiſh'd a Deg 
© that the whole Sex rrp are wore No 
> * things when compar'd With him! 
© ſeem to make it an Occaſion of Coil 
© that 1 admit of fo much Company, bur tell 
© me, how c an I avoid it 5 How can a 
8 Woman of m) y Quitfir withour becoming the 
Subject of Ridiule, "refuſe the Viſits of Per- 
© ſons of her own Riuttk, and who call them- 
© ſelves her Husband's Friends. that Hared Fa- 
* tal Tic, alas! obliges tne ro many things con- 
© trary to my Inclination. Beſides, as he is now 
* from Home, and under that unhappy on | 
* ation 
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ſition which all, but me, lament, ſhou'd I deny 
the Convesſation of thoſe he eſteem d, and 
| © thoſe whom I can find no plauſible Prerence 
for breaking with, wou'd it not be evi- 
dent enough to the judging World 'twas for 
E © the fake of ſome dear unknown Favourite 
I did ſo? By a promiſcuous Acquaintance 1 
E < ſhun the Infamy of being too fond of one, and 
dis by this Method alone that I can ſecure 
= © my Lowe and my Reputation. It is for thee 
6 — for thee! Lovely, Cruel Suſpector as chou 
art, for one Dear, Undiſturb'd, Untalk'd- of 
Hour with tchee I undergo the uneaſie Task 
of diflembling in Publick ; and to conceal my 
real Tenderneſs for thee, wear a pretended one 
* toal——Methinks you ſhou'd approve an Act 
of Prudence ſo convenient for us both, and 
5 ought te know me better than ro imagine I 
am fo loft to Honour, or have a Soul ſo little 
delicate, as to ſtoop to a plurality of Amours 
© —— No, no, I am for nothing leſs than the 
* moſt excellent of his Sex to vanquiſh a 
© Heart, till now, a Foe profeft to Love and 
© all its tender Follies, and triumph over a Vir- 
tue eftabliſhed like mine, it was neceſſary there 
© thould be a La Branche! Thoſe whom your 
© groundleſs Fears point out as Rivals, either 
* becauſe their Quality obliges me to treat them 
vwith a greater Share of Civility than I do o- 
* thers, or becauſe you conſider them as Men 
© of more Merit chan the generality of thoſe;you 
have ſeen with me, are in Reality the Objecłks 
* of my Avuerſion and Diſdain ;; if there be any 
* thing like Nerfection in any of them, tis bill 
© amigfta Crowd of Faults: The Count de la ume 
* has indeed ſome _ and Spirit, but æhen he 
; 4 is 
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is inſufferably Inſolent, Robuſt and Vain 
moſt People allow that the Chevalier St. umar 
has Nature and an agreeable Perſon, but ar 
the ſame time make a Jeſt of his Underſtand- 
ing thoſe who are pleas'd with the bor mein 
and Air of the Marquis de Sonville deſpiſe him 
for his Pride and Oftentation —— Beauclair's 
refin'd manner of Converſation, good Addreſs, 
and Sublimity of Genius can never make A- 
mends for his Want of Sincerity, and Aﬀe- 
ctation of a Paſſion for all Women, which he 
has not Stability of Temper enough to make 
him truly feel for one; any more than old / 
Sourbe's Wealth can counterbalance his other 
Deficienies —— Wretches ! 'Wretches ! all, 
unworthy of your Fears as they are of my Re- 
gard, and with my Husband equally odious to 
my Souls fond Wiſhes — Name them no 
more, unleſs you'd have all Defire in me grow 
ſick, and at your next Embrace receive into 
your Arms a Senſeleſs Log inftead of 


* 
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Melting, Longing, Dying, 
Tortillée. 
0 5 f 4 


The Marguis had no ſooner concluded the 
Reading this Epiſtle, * than every Mouth in the 
Company was opening to expreſs the various 
Sentiments which the Hearing it inſpir'd in each 
of them: But Count de la Torre, whoſe Soul had 
burn'd with fierce Impatience from the Mention 
made of him, got the ſtart of all the reſt, in re- 
venging on her Character the Reflection ſhe 3 
FE | 1 ö made 
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made on his; and as he was, naturally paſſionate, 
and little regardleſs of the Reputation of thoſe 
Women that put themſelves in his Power, now. 
thinking there was not the leaſt Obligation for 
Secrecy, ſaid enough to let every body know, 
that ſhe once took as much Pains to , convince: 
him of her Sincerity, as now ſhe did La Branche. 
The Marquis de Sonville was not more generous; 
but Monſieur le Sourbe and the Chevalier ſpoke not 
a Word: both theſe Gentlemen had bore a true 
Affection to the Baroneſs, and were too much 
confounded at theſe ſtrange and unexpected Diſ- 
coveries of her Perfidy to be able to reply to ang 
thing that was ſaid: Beauclair obſerv'd it, and tho! 
he never knew what twas to feel a ſerious Paſ- 
ſion for her, was as much nettled as the others, 
but he diſſembled his Chagrin, and putting on 
a Countenance which had more in it of Diſdain 
than Anger, For my part, ſaid he, I find no Cauſe 
of Wonder but the Sight of yours: My Acquain- 
tance with this Lady has been of a much ſhorter 
date than moſt of yours, yet in the little Time I 
have convers'd with her, I have ſeen enough not 
to be ſurpriz'd at this Teſtimony of the Levity of 
her Temper: thoſe two Gentlemen (continu'd he, 
pointing to Sf. Aumar and le Sourbe) have, per- 
haps, been ignorant of each others Happiness: 
each believ'd himſelf the only favour'd, and glo- 
ried in a Self- ſufficiency of being able to pleale 
the Conſtant, the Diſtinguiſhing Tortillte. The Con- 
ftant, the Diſtinguiſhing Tortillte, as your (elf once 
thought her, good Monſieur, interrupted a pert 
Lady (who ſtood ncar him, and who from Sans- 
foy had learn'd the whole Secret) do not imagine 
that your Antrigue with, her has been inviſible to 
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all 7 5 but your on; the whole Town knows 
ſhe has had Arts to blind even the diſcerning 
Beattlair, or he wowd not, for her ſake, have 
abandon'd fo deſerving a Woman as Montamour. 
True Madam ! true, faid a Gentleman that was 
by; that unhappy Lady you mention'd had not 
been reduc'd to fo ſad a Condition as Monſieur 
Ezlliard found her in, in the Tuilleries, if the Ba- 
roneſt had never ſeem'd more worthy of regard, 
nor had ſhe forſook the World for 4 Cloyſter 
if Monferr Beauclair had always profeſs'd the 
ſame Indifferency as now. That is an Affair of 
Which no body is ignorant, added another. Vet, 
reſum'd the Lady that ſpoke firſt, he has hcen as 
much deceiv'd in believing it a Secret, as he was 
in the Fidelity of his Miſtreſs. There were ſeve- 
ral in the Room of both Sexes that feconded 
the Raillery ſhe had begun on this ſcore; and 
Beauclair, who from the firſt mention of Monta- 
our had been ſtruck with Remorſe, and a kind 
of Self- Condemnation, cou'd not preſently reco- 
ver his Preſence of Mind ſo far as ro be able 
to anſwer them, and it was but with an half 
afur'd Accent that he at laſt brought forth 
Theſe Words I know not well what *ris you 
mean (faid he): Maiamoiſelle Montambur, by all 
J ever ſaw of her Behaviour, was never ambiti- 
ous of becoming a publick Chat 3 the is a Wo- 
man I ever did, and ever all eſteem; the Town 
is ſenſible I ſhou'd have married her, had ſhe 
been fo diſpos'd ; but whatever Accident has hap- 
5 nas ro occaſion our eternal Separation, I thon'd 
e ſorry to think any one ſhou'd imagine a Bar 
ſo weak as the Baroneſs de Tortillte's Artifices 
ſhou'd have Power to do it. Notwithſtanding 
bis Belief to the contrary, there were too many 
preſent 
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prefent that were acquainted: with the Story to 


have let it reſt ſo, if the Marguis de Souwille, 9 | 


in this grand Aſſembly of the beſt part of ber 
Acqugintance, $9 expoſe the Baroneſs as much 
as poſhþle, had not turn'd the Converſatign on 
the two ſilent Gentlemen, Sr. Aumar and Ly Surg. 
It was 2 good while before one Word cou'd be 
gat from them; but when they ſpoke, it was in 
a faſhion which canying'd the whole Company 


of what they before had Cauſe enough to ſy». 
ſpect, that the Gratityde for Favqurs the had 
 conferr'd, and the Aſtoniſhment at the Diſco» 


very of any others being Partakers in that Hap- 
pineſs each of them had the Vanicy to believe 
he had engroſs'd, had, till now, depriv'd them 
of the Power of Utterance. If the Margais's 
Deſire of Revenge had been rais'd by ſomeching 
more injuriqus than the petty Migfprrune of a 
Miſtreſs's Falſhood, he found enough to gratifie 
it: every body now took the Liberty of ſpeak- 
ing what they knew; and there being ſcarce one 
Perſon in the Room that was not privy to one, 
or more, of her Intrigues, each now contributed 
their Part, and the whole Scene of all her mon- 
ſtrous Actions was laid open to them all: Never 
was Woman ſo expos'd and ridicul'd—— ſo de- 
{pis'd and hated. Some took ſo great a Pleaſure 
in affronting her, and the reſt ſo little regarded 
her Reſentment, that the being within her Houſe, 
and probably within her Hearing, did not in the 
leaſt hinder them from ſaying all that ſo ample 
a Field of Scandal to indulge in, cou'd give 
room to: till Hqrriet the Baroneſs's chief Wo- 
man coming in, told them her Lady was very 
much indiſpos d, and not being able to return to 
the Company deſir d they would diſmiſs. We'll 
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he is employ'd in- 
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ſend La Branche to comfort her, ſ- d the Mar- 
quis tartly. Ay my Lord! -purſu'd the Count, he 
bas an Art of pleaſing, to which, it ſeems, we 
are Strangers. However, let us not add to the 


Schedule of our Faults, that of I ngratirude : De" 


ſure you tell the Lady, continu'd he, turning to 


Hlarriot, That De la Torre and the other Gentle- 


men, ſhe ſo handſomely gave a Deſcription of, 
are infinitely obligated to her for the Pains ſhe 
Has taken to clear them of an Affair, of which 
none of them wou'd be proud. No, no, cry'd 


Beauclair, let La Brauche poſſeſs alone the un- 


envy'd Happineſs. Tortillb'e and La Branche 


Geſoin'd the Marquis) are only capable of pleaſing 


each other, and indeed are only fit for one ano- 
ther; as this Fellow (continu'd he taking hold of 


Du Lache, who that Inſtant came into the Room, 


and giving him a ſcornful Turn) this Pimp ! this 
wretched Pander! is only fit for the vile Offices 
O forbear, my Lord! in- 
terrupted De la Torre (with an Air and Voice full 
of Deriſion) this ingenious Gentleman bur wears 
the Livery of the munificent Baroneſs, and' muſt 


obey the Hand which feeds him if he has 


made uſe of any Stratagems to deceive. you, or 
me, or any here, twas to ſerve a Miſtreſs ' who 
liberally rewarded the Procurer of her Pleaſures : 
for my part, I confeſs, tho” he has favour'd me 


ſometimes with a Summons, not much / unlike 


what juſt now your Lordſhip read, I never had Gra- 
tirade enough to make him any other Retribu- 
tion than barren Thanks: nor, perhaps, have 
any of you, Meffreurs !' been more bountiful. I 
think the leaſt we can do, to recompence the Ob- 


ligations he has confer'd on us, is to recommend 
him to the Service of ſome Italian Conrtezan, in 
a = 2 4 whoſe 
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ße Miſtalen Reſentment. 1toyg 
whoſe Amours he would ſtand in admirable ſtead, 
and *tis probable pick up for. himſelf a more la- 
ſting Subſiſtance, than he can hope for from the 
precarious Dependance of his preſent Benefactreſs, 
whoſe Charms begin now to grow out of Date, 
and almoſt of as little Reputation as her Virtue. 
As crafty as this Villain was in making almoſt a- 
ny Appearances ſubſervient to his Ends, when he 
had Time for Deliberation, theſe ſudden and un- 
expected Salutations entirely bereft him of all 
Artifice; he was now .as' harmleſs, as unde ſign- 
ing as a Fool; he was, indeed, two or three 
times about to ſpeak, tho' he knew not what to 
ſay ; he found that the Secret of the Baroneſs's - 
Temper, and the Hand he had in her Conduct, 
were diſcover'd; but had neither Time to guels 
by what means, nor to contrive any Expedient 
which might evade the Obloquy ſuch a Diſco- 
very muſt bring on; *tis poſſible he might, at laſt, 
have muſter'd Courage enough to ask what *twas 
they meant, but the Chevalier St. Aumar, who by 
the Reaſons already mentioned had all this while 
been prevented from making any outward ſhow 
of his inward Diſorders, having now got the bet- 
ter of his Surprize and Confuſion of Thought, 
Rage took the whole Poſſeſſion of his Soul, the 
Sight of Da Lache and the Reflection how much 
he had ſuffer'd himſelf to be deceiv'd by the Ar- 
tifices of that Villain, put him beyond all Pati- 
ence. He drew his Sword, and running furiouſly 
at him as he was about to ſpeak, had certainly 
filenc'd him for ever, if Beauclair Who happen'd 
to be next him had not been quick enough to 
lay hold of his Arm. Hinder not, Monfieur, ſaid 
he! the Hand of Juſtice that Wretch is unwor- 
thy of Life, and ſince. our Laws are a 
1 © — 
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deficient in puniſhing Crimes ſuch as his, thole 
who like me he has wrong'd, have a Title te 
revenge thomfſelves. It was with all the Difſi - 
culry in the World that Beauclair, the Marquis, 
and all the Company perſuaded him to ſheath 
his Sword; and perhaps all they eou'd fay, to re- 
prefent how much ſo deſpicable a Creature, both 
by his Birth and Principles, was helow the Re- 
ſentment of a Man of Honour, had been incf- 
fectual, if Count de la Torre had not catch'd hold 
of the cowardly Wretch, wha all this time ſtood 
hanging down his Head and trembling, and bring- 
ing him to the inrag'd' Cheyalier whoſe Arm he 
found Beauclair had ſtill poſſeſſion of, See here, 
Afenfteur, ſaid he, when once Reflection gets the 
Maſtery of Paſſion, how wou'd you bluſh to 
think you muſt be queſtion'd in the King's Name 
why you depriv'd him of ſo worthleſs a Subject! 
is thus, and thus, purſu'd he, giving him two 
or three Kicks, we ſhou'd chaſtize the Inſolence 
of fuch Wretches. In ſpeaking theſe laſt Words 
he turn'd him, who was glad of an Qpportu- 
nity to make uſe of his Heels, out of the Room. 
No+»body ftaid long after; all had been ſaid and 
done that cou'd convince the Barone/s her Reign 
was at an End, and now the Company ſeparated, 
every one to think or talk of this Adventure as 
their ſeveral Sentiments of it prompted them : 
to the Ladies it was matter enough of Diverſion ; 
nothing can be more pleaſing to thoſe Women 
who ſet up for being admir'd, of which fort 
were moſt of this Aſſembly, than to ſee the down- 
fall of a reigning Toaff : Fhe prodigious: Power 
the Barone had, till now, maintain'd over ſo 


many Hearts, had long been the Envy of each 


pretending Fair; and to behold it ſunk in a Mo- 
5; 3 ment 
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ment her Charms gepriv'd. of all their wonted 
Force— her Arts, her Blandiſhments no more 
Effetual—— Contempt in the place of Eſteem, 


and Deteſtation in the room of Love, gave a Joy 
too exquiſite to be deſcrib'd by any thing but it 


ſelf: their Looks! the chearful Accent of their. 
Voices! whenever any Occaſion offer'd to ſpeak 


of this Affair, cou'd only demonſtrate the ſecret 
Satisfaction glowing in their enliven'd Souls. 


Of all the Men intereſted in this Diſcovery; 


only Le Sourbe was inconſolablez the Weakneſd 


of his Intelle&ts together with the Meanneſt 


of his Spirit, made him the. moſt unfortunate 
Creature on Earth : he had fancied himſelf ſuper- 
latively bleſt ! diftinguiſh'd from all the reſt ob 
Mankind! belov'd ! admir'd! ador'd ! carefs*'d by 
the moſt Lovely, moſt Ingenuous, moſt Faithful 
of her Sex; and now, at once, to find his Hap. 
pineſs imaginary ! the Woman he had idoliz'd, 
he had worſhipp'd as a Godadeſs, but meer Mortal, 
with all her Sex's Failings, truly eminent in no- 
thing but Hypocriſte ! the Favours he had re- 
ceiv'd only the Overflowings of a Luxurious p- 
petite, or condeſcended to, to gratifie a Mercer 


nary one! made him almoſt diſtracted. He ſeem'd 3 


either never to have known, or to have forgot 
his own Imperfections, which if he had duly 
weighed, he cou'd never have been deceiv'd in- 
to an Opinion that a Woman neither old nor 
unlovely cou'd have been blind to em, and con- 
ſequently ſcapꝰd a Diſappointment fo grievous: 
Not a Perſon of his Acquaintance but he told 
the Story to, making moſt pitiſul Lamentations, 
faying how. dearly be bad lov'd: the: Baroneſs, 
how much he had ſtudied to oblige her, what 


Prefents he had made het, the. Pleaſure wich 


which 
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108 The Injur d Husband ; or, 
which ſhe had ſeem'd to accept of his Services, 
deſcrib'd the a thouſand times repeated Endear- 

ments which had paſs' d berwen them, and then 

(burſting into a Flood of Tears) Yer ſhe is falſe, 

wou'd he cry, ſhevis falſe! forſworn to all the Gods 
'and me! The poor Wretch, ro his other Fop-' 
peries; had alſo a paſſionate Affection for 

Rhiming, a Vanity almoſt as unbecoming to one 
of his Age, as Love; and now having two ſuch 
Themes as Deſpair and the Perfidy of a Miſtreſs, 
Melpomene was every Day invok'd, the* whole 
Town was perſecuted with his Complaints in 
Metre, and *tis hard to ſay, which ſuffer'd moſt 
in his publiſhing em, the Barone/s's Reputation 
of Honour, or his own of Underſtanding. © © 

Not in this manner behav'd. the Marquis de Son- 
ville, the Count de la Torre, the Chevalier St. 

Aumar, and Monſieur Beauclair; the three former 

immediately enter'd into new Attachments, in 
the Pleaſures of which the Memory of the old 
one was eaſily forgot: and the Condition of the 

Latter was ſuch as wou'd neither permit him to 

complain, to rail, or to condemn : He was not 

perhaps in ſo great a Surprize at the late Diſco- 
very of the Baroneſs's Humour as ſome others ap- 
peared to be, but the Treatment which he was 
witneſs Du Lache had receiv'd, and the Chara- 
cter he heard of him, was what involv'd him in 
the greateſt Perplexity : he now began to ima- 
gine that there was more than a Probability that 
all he had been told of Montamour was falſe, and 
the Horror he conceiv'd at having ſuffer'd him- 
ſelf to be impos'd on to the Prejudice of that Lady's 
[ Reputation and his own Inclinations, was ſuch as 
ö Language is too weak to repreſent. Once he 
believ'd nothing cou'd be a greater 8 
15 than 


k 


/ 


" the Miflaken Reſentment. log 
than the Aſſurance ſhe was unworthy his Affe- 
ction; now he dreaded that he ſhou'd one Day 
be convinc'd ſhe was bur too meritorious. If 
ſhe be innocent, ſaid he to himſelf, what a Vil- 
lain, what a Monſter, muſt I have all this while 
appear'd ? Ignorant of the Arts by which 
have been deluded, ſhe muft deſpiſe and hate 
me What ſhall 1 do to acquire a Knowledge 


— 


of the Truth? ho find out the fatal Cer- 
tainty of her Virtue ! a Cerrainty which muſt 
for ever damn me to Deſpair, ſince Devil like, 
I have renounc'd my Heaven; yet frightful as 
the Precipice appears, I muſt plunge in muſt 
fathom the wild Abyſs! — muſt drag up Con- 
firmation, tho' ſhe. comes waited on by all the 
Terrors of Remorſe, Self-condemnation, and the 
ever- during Sting of Conſcience— Hell, Hell it 
ſelf affords no Torture like Suſpence, cruel di- 
ſtracting -Senſe-deftroying Suſpence! —— Give, 
give me, Fate! ſome Means to eaſe the preſent 
Anguith, and order all hereafter as thou pleaſeſt. 
In this manner whenever he was alone did he 
torment himſelf, and when in Company no more 
appear'd the Man he was! a ſullen Cloud hung 
ever on his Brow! his once enlivening Conver- 
ſation was now exchang' d for Peeviſhneſs! his 
Gallantry for cold Neglect! his gay Addreſs for 
ſilent Churliſhneſs ! perpetual IIl- nature and an 
inceſſant Gloom diffus'd it ſelf thro' all his Air, 
and darkned every Grace! Whenever he heard 
the Name of Tortillte (as the prodigious Eclat the 
Adventure of the Letter to La Branche had made 
in Town gave him frequent Occaſions) it fill'd 
him with mortal Diſquiets; if that of Montamour, 
he was unable to contain himſelf. In this Con- 
fuſion of Thought he ſought Da Lache, reſolving 
5 | 6 to 
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to force from bim a Clue to guide him thro” a 
Eabyriach which ac preſent ſeem'd fo intricate; 
but chat Villain was no where to be found, 
and to hope for any from the Baroneſs was ridi- 
eulous z beſides the  Sighe of her was now grown 
inſupportable, and ris poſſible be wou'd rather 
ha remainꝰd for ever as he was, than have been 
oblig'd co her for an Eclairciſſment, had there 
bern any Probability the wou'd have been pre- 
vail'd 2 make one. lu theſe Perturbations 
let us leave him for a while, and ice what be- 
came of thoſe who had eccafion'd them. 
Du Larbe, after receiving that contemptuous 
Ukpe from bbs Marquis, quitted not the Baro- 
nei s Houſe ʒ but being rotir d into an imer Room, 
a little to recoliett hinſelf and conſider what it 
ſhou'd be that occaſion'd it, was fecn by Harriot, 
and immediately directed to hor Lady, whom he 
found in a Diſorder ſcarce pothble to conceive ; 
yet wild, and incoherent us her tempeſtuous Pal- 
fion was, he ſoon diſcover'd what had happen'd, 
and join'd with her in exclaiming on the Vanity 
ani Ngiedt of La Sranabe, who had ſo little re- 
gard of à Lady's Reputation us to ſuſfer her Let- 
ders to be 'expos!d.' He had alſo another Account 
to give of this unworthy Lover, which, if any 
thing cou'd have heighren'd the Fury the was 
already in, the Knowledge of wou'd have done. 
Nat all thofe Artifices which had triumph d over 
dhe Jadgment af ſo many Men of Senſe, had 
Þdtenablt ro work the deſir d ffet on La Branche. 
Stupid:as he «wits in every ching (elſe, in this he 
nad the Advantage of Malen the beſt Under- 
and in ſpite of all vhat Da Laabe undihis 
politic Inſtructreſs cou d do, che youn oung' Woman, 
Iggy with. am fd perhaps * 
the 
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tbe Miſtaken Nrſentment. 21. 
the greuteſt Motive which igtitled him to be 
lov'd by the Barone ſt, Was how going to take him 
from her for ever; they were to be married in a 
few days, and this vile Woman had the juſt Mor- 
rification to be told, that to make Repatation For 
his former TranfgreMon, he had bound himfelF 
in an Obligation nEyer to fee her more. Lo re- 
ſent in What manner ſhe receiv'd this News, 
one had need be acquainted with the Thhabitkats 
of Beibem; her Words, her Looks, her Air, were 
all Diſttaction == ſhe faw the was urrerly undone 
with the Mayinis#e Sonville, the Cont de lu yr, 
the Chevalier Sr. aumar, Beauclair, and Le Soube; 
and to be abandon\d by the Man for whoſe _ 
the bad loſt the Eſterm and good Opinion of 
Theth all, was fuch a killing Stroke, as nothing 
couꝰ'd enable her to ſu Wanting the means 
of Vengeance — thoſe who had &cenHOn'd it, 
her whavailing Rage recoil'd upon it Telf 5 the 
tore her Hi and Face, and bit fer very Fleſh 
in the Ektremity of Her Paſſion : it was not now 
in che Power of her Emiffary Du Lache to y or 
do ay thing that cou'd give her Conſolarion; 
the Cife was now ro deſperare to admit Relief 


from any of thoſe Straeagems he bad formerly fo 
well Tucceeded' in; his Hrtifices were diſcoverd, 
and therefore no more effectual! He wits now a 


known Deceiver! a Villain proclaim'd, 'ss bis Pa- 


troneſs was u Filr? arid all that either of em cou'd 
do, Wis to vent ſome Part of their enertaxe Ma- 


lice in Cuffes: After having rail'd themſelves al - 


moſt out of Breath againſt Lu Bruntbhe, the Mar- 


25 and all who had ſeem'd to approve of his 
roceeditig, they began, as xis the'Caſtorn of all 
baſe People which their Deſigns miſcarry, ro re- 
He one on another; You might mn 
6 9 
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all this, Madam, ſaid he, but your ungovern'd 
Paſſion for La Branche wou'd ſuffer you to liſten 
to no Reaſons.— Villain! cry'd ſhe, to what 
end have I heap'd unnumbred Obligations on 


thee, but to engage thy ſubtil working Brain to 


procure my Pleaſures, and protect my Fame? but 
ſtupid, or ungrateful! thou now haſt ruin d both 
my Reputation's loſt, my Love . undone ! the 
Earth contains not ſo forlorn a Wretch — yet 
thou canſt- calmly tell me, this might have been 
prevented. Yes, it might, had thy Ma- 
nagement been equal to thy boaſting. Madam 
what cou'd I do? reſum'd he, I never approv'd 


of your entring into an Engagement with Ls 


"Branche, 1; knew he was unfit, and therefore ad- 


vis d you. Thou Fool ! interrupred the impa- 
tient Baroneſs,, what Lover, ever took Advice? 
His Humour or his Principles 1 105 unſuited to 
my Purpoſe made not his. Form le 

my Eyes twas thy Buſineſs to have wound 


pleaſing to 


thy ſelf into his Soul, chang'd every Movement 
there! created all a- new, and faſhion'd it to my 


Deſign. Thus did each endeavour to lay 


the Blame of this Misfortune on the other, and 


the Diſpute growing higher, at laſt it came to a 
down right Quarrel, and they parted almoſt as 
ill atisfied with one another as both were with 
the: World... 1 

Some Days pal 3 They. met again: the 
' Baroneſe ſhut herſelf into her Chamber, and wou'd 
ſee no Company; and Da Lache was beginning 


to think what Courſe of Life he mult now take 


up, believing there was no more Profit to be 
expected from that he bad lately profeſs d. But 


* 


29 


he was too skilful an Engineer to be diſcarded ſo; 


Wer he had given over all hope of ever being 


employ d 
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The. Miſtakes Reſentment. 113 


employed by her again, a Meſſenger came from 


the Baroneſs to let him know ſhe. defir'd to 
ſpeak with him immediately: The Summons was 


too welcome not to be readily obey'd: he went, 


but found not the Buſineſs what he imagin'd, to 


endeavour to reinſtate her in the Affections of 


any of her former Lovers, or to contrive ſome 
plauſible Pretence for the introducing her to a 
neu one, but to aſſiſt her once more to get rid 
of a Husband, who was coming to call her to a 
dreadful Account for her Behaviour. She had 
juſt received News, that the Barons Diltemper 
having reach'd the Ear of a skilful Phyſician, 
who happen'd to be at that Time in the Coun» 
try where ſhe had diſpos'd him, he attempted 
to cure it, which he had. accompliſh'd to the 
Wonder of. every body who had been Witneſs 


of his Frenzy; That this much-wrong'd,Genrle- 


man was preparing for Paris; and that the Per- 
ſon who had reſtor'd him to Reaſon, had alſo 
made him know it was but by ſome ſupernatural 
Means that he ſo long had languiſhed in the 
Want of it. This was a terrible Shock, a Blow 
indeed, which all the Artifice of this guilty 
Pair was at a Loſs for Means to parry: They 
ſpent ſome time in be wailing their common Miſ- 
fortune; ſhe upbraided Du Lache for his ill-rim'd 
Mercy, as ſhe call'd it. I wou'd have put 
an end tomy Fears, ſaid ſhe, by taking away 


the Life of this Troubler of my | Repole ; had 
your Advice. not interpos'd, I had not now been 
ſo curs'd in the Apprehenſion that I muſt, be o- 


bliged, to anſwer for my paſt Conduct, and re- 
gulate the future But for you, continu'd 


ſhe, I might have been bleſt as my utmoſt Wiſh 
cou'd make me, Miſtreſs of my ſelf ! entire Poſ- 
wh 
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Pfeffer of che Whole Rortene Of his 'foolith 


Baron! and independant of the World's Opinion 
Now 1 met flatter, footh, cajole, and all, per- 
haps, in vain, for a precarious Subfiſtance —— 
wretched, wretched Foot (cry'd the out, ſtamp- 
ing and biting her Nails) to be thus perſuaded 
contrary to my Tntereft, to my Inelinations, to 
my Eternal Peace. Hold, Madam, hold 
(interrupted he) have Patience, tis not yet too 
late to prevent the IIls you dread; the Inſtru- 
ments of Death are ſtill at Hand, and when, like 


Fate, you give the Word, ſhall ruſh to Execu- 


rion. The horrid Deed being thus reſolv'd on, 
all they had ro do was to contrive the Means to 
bring it about. After ſeveral Inventions form'd 
and rejected becauſe they were either Unſafe or 
Unſure, it was at laſt pitch'd on, that ſhe ſhou'd 
write a moſt tender and paſſionate Letter, con- 

rarulating his Return of Health, and preſſing 
his coming Home; that it ſhou'd be convey'd to 
him by Le Conge and Tuncarr, who were to pals 
as Servants ſhe had lately taken into her Family, 
and recommended to attend him to Paris. This 
way, ſaid be, will certainly be the moſt effectu- 
al, for it will prevent him from hiring any Ser- 
vants, who perhaps might be reſolute enough to 
defend their Maſter, if our Friends ſhould at- 
tack him on the Road; but being receiv'd by 


Him in this manner, he will be entirely in their 


Power, and they may have an eaſie Opportuni- 
= diſpatching him in the Journey, whenever 
ey find a Place convenient. The Baroneſs ap- 


Prod of it extreamly, and thinking every Mo- 


ment an Age tillher wicked Peſigns were brought 
About, immediately fer down to write, while 


— 
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Da Lache went to prepare his aſſiſting Villains 
for the Enterprize they were to undertake. 

Enough has been ſaid of che Character of rheſe 
two Wretches, to make the Reader know they 
were capable of any Miſchief which had a Pro- 
ſpe& of Advantage: they readily agreed, and be- 
ing equipt in Habits proper for their Deſign, 
took Horſe the fame Night, promiſing they 
would bring back a ſatisfattory Account, of what 
they had done. An Accident happen'd imme- 
diately after, which convinc'd the Baroneſ how 
neceſſary what ſhe had contriv'd was to the Con- 
ſervation of her Fortune. D Lache was under 
an Arreſt on the Account of ſome Riot he had 
lately been guilty of, to redeem him from which 

there muſt be a good ſame of Maney depoſited 3 
ſhe ſent to the Banker in whoſe Hands lay the 
beſt part of the Baron's ready Caſh, but he re- 
fus' dito pay her any, ſaying he had a Letter of 
Advice to the contrary, and that he wou'd diſ- 
burſe no more, till he either ſaw her Lord, or 
had Orders from him to do it. This was enough 
to let her know the Power ſhe once had over 
him was at an End, and that if he liv'd to re- 
turn, ſhe muſt expect another ſort of Treatment 
than ſhe had been accuſtom'd, or cou'd endure 
to receive. Money however muſt be rais d, her 
Inſtrument muſt not remain in Confinement ; but 
having now no Credit even with a Lover, ſhe 
Procur'd ſome on her Jewels, and releas'd him 

without giving herſelf much Trouble abont the 
Matter, believing ſhe ſhou'd ſoon be in a Con- 
dition to redeem them, having a Will by her 
Which the Baran in the Time af his too abun- 
dant Fondneſs had made, wherein ſhe was left 
ſole Executrix and Gl Miſtreſs of every mine 
| 2 8 
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he had in the World. This ſhe deſign'd to pro- 
duce as ſoon as the wiſh'd-for News of his Death 
ſhou'd arrive, to the Diſappointment of all his 
Relations, who were utterly ignorant of his ha- 
ving been guilty of ſo much Injuſtice. Some 
Debts alſo, which the Extravagance of this Fel- 
low had contracted, now threatning to come up- 
on him, and the Impoſſibility there was at pre- 
ſent for the Barone/5 to diſcharge them, oblig'd 
him, as ſoon as he was releas'd from his Confine- 
ment, to take ſhelter in her Houſe, till the hap- 

y Hour was come in which they were to have 
all things in their Power. FARE O8e (2: 

It was in this Time of his abſconding that Mon- 
fieur Beauclair was in Search of him every where, 
but in the Place in which he really was; but 
tho' it was highly probable he might have been 
heard of at the Barone/s's, yet ſo great was his 
Averſion to that Houſe, that he cou'd not think 
of going to it on any Account whatſoever; and 
to ſend any other Perſon to make an Enquiry, 
he knew' wou'd be in vain, ſince he was told 
the Reaſons of his concealing himſelf: But not- 
withſtanding the Impoſſibility he found there was 
of coming to any Knowledge of the Truth thro 
his means, he was inform'd of enough to make 
him but too ſenſible for his Repoſe, that he had 
been betray'd into a wrong Belief : He ſome- 
times viſited Madamoiſelle Sansfoy; and that Lady, 
who had not the Gift of concealing any thing 
ſhe knew, ſoon made him acquainred that it was 
only from Du Lache ſhe had been told any thing 
to the Diſadvantage of Montamour's Reputation, 
and that as to the Story of Galliard, ſne was now 
fully convinc'd it was entirely falſe. The Pangs 
which at this Diſcourſe ſeiz'd the Soul of the too 

L late 


! 
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late repenting Beauclair were ſuch as were very 


near driving him to Diſtraction: The Reflecti- 


on how by the wor ſt of Women, and her cur- 
ſed Agents, he had been led to injure. the Beſt; 
one who lov'd him, one for whoſe ſake, while 


he believed her true, he wou'd have forgone all 
that this World calls dear, was ſo dreadful a 


Shock to his Honour! good Nature! every ge- 


nerous Principle of Humanity! that all the 
Strength of Reaſon and Diſcretion he was Ma- 


ſter of, cou'd hardly enable him to ſuſtain: Cou'd 


1 | his whole Fortune, nay his very Life, have 
called back Time, and cancell'd the Actions of 


a few. paſt Months, how gladly wou'd he have re- 
ſign'd it! but ſuch a Wiſh was both ridiculous 
and vain 3 nor cou'd he hope the ſincere Re- 
morſe and Grief he felt for what he had done, 
cou'd expiate his Guilt z the Perſon he had in- 
jur'd was inſenſible of his Repentance ; ſhe was 
ignorant how much he ſuffer'd in a ſclf-Con- 


viction; or if by any Means he could acquaint 


her with it, he cou'd nor aſſure himſeif ſhe 
wou'd think it a ſufficient Inducement to engage 
her to forgive: Vet all the Conſolation his Sor- 
rows wou'd admit, was to make Tryal of her 
Goodneſs. Perhaps, thought he, if I cou'd once 
more have the Happineſs to throw my ſelf be- 


neath her Feet, to confeſs my Fault, to implore 
her Pity, ſhe may yet have ſome Remains of Len- 


derneſs, which my Complaints may waken ! Un- 
grateful as I ſeem, ſhe ſtill may love me, and no- 
thing is unpardonable to Love ! With theſe and 
the like Suggeſtions, which the natural Chear- 
fulneſs of his Temper, and the Experience he had 
of the Sweetneſs of her Diſpoſition inſpir'd him 
with, did he repel Deſpair, whenever he found it 

x: 12 55 attempted 
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118 The Hejurd Husbum; or, 
attempted to affcil him. Bur a trte Paſſion can - 
not for any long Time content it felf with an 
Ideal Bliſs: it was not ſufficint that he imagin'd 

à Poſſibility off being forgiven, of being bleſt as 
e had been in the Aﬀettions of his, now more 
than ever, adorable” and beloy'd* Montamour, with - 
out an Aſſurance that he was ſo. And tho' Hope is 
the beft Cordial ro preſerve Peſire, thoſe who 


A - _ fr down with that, and delay rhe Proſecution of 

I 2 fart Her Satisfaction, are like thoſe who build 

1 Caſtles in the Air, pleaſing themſelves with an 
RF maginary Happinefs, which, whenever they ga- 
[ ther Courage enough ro endeavonr to lay hold 
= on, flies from the Embrace, and cheats the vain 

A 4-4 8H - Beauclair was for no ſuch Unfub- 
ll ſtantial Blefſings, the Comfort he found in enter- 


raining an Opinion that he might one Day be 
PapPys hinder'd' him nor from an Impatience to 


W. - Love, ever fertile in Invention, and aiding to 


the Withes of a zealous Vorary, ſoon furniſh'd 
Him with a Stratagem, which promis'd him Suc- 
ceſs, ar leaſt fo far as to give him once more an 
Opportunity of ſeeing and ſpeaking, ro Monta- 
monr. He was acquainted with a Fryar of the 
Order of St. Dominic, one who was not the moſt 
ſtrict of his Profeflion, one who had himſelf ex- 
perienc'd the Force of Love, and knew how to 


4 | commiſerare the Woes it very often was the 
= Cauſe of. To him did. the reſtleſs Beauclair ap- 


py for Relief; he made no Secret of the whole 
iftory of his Paſſion, and the Deluftons he had 
been enfnar'd by, and entreated his Affiſtance in 
the Defign he had form'd. He fo far prevail'd 
on him, as to engage him to procure a Fryar's 
Habit for him, and got his fnlltuRions in what 
5s ED manner 


- the Malen Reſentment. 1189 


manner to bebave, that he might paſs, for ſuek 
to the Ableſs of the Monaſtery where Montamous 


had enter'd herſelf. Every thing being ready, 


he ſoon ſet out for the Land of Love, not 
greatly deſpairing but that at his Arrival he-ſhou'd. 
find himſelf not an unwelcome Gueſt. | 

He follow'd ſo exactly the Directions had 
been given him by the good natur d Fryar, that 
whoever had ſeen him in that Garb wou'd have 
ſuſpected him for no other than what he ſeem d. 


Being come to the Monaſtery, the Sanctity of 


his Appearance gave him an eaſie Admittance, 
and telling the Abbeſs that he had taken chat 
Journey at the Entreaty of the Brother of Man- 


tamour, who. had inſorm'd him that he was un 


der an Apprehenfion that there was more of Piqua: 


than true Devotion in her abandoning the Worlds: 


and deſir d him ra diſcourſe her on thay Affir: 
When he told me this, ſaid the Counterfeit Ver 


nerable, I thought the Duty of my Function - 


. me to ſearch into the Truth, and ue the 
beſt of my Endeavours to prepare her, if the is: 
not ſo already, for the Happineſs which a Reli- 

ious Life affords! With this and ſome other 

xpreſſions of the fame nature, the Reverend 
Matron was wholly won to his Purpoſe : the 
left him alone, while ſhe went to acquaint Mons: 


tamour of his being there, and the Reaſons Which 
had brought him; but when ſhe return'd leading 
her in, and had preſented her to him, how imd 
ſſible would it be to ſet forih the Conſuſion 
was in: the ſudden Ruth of painſul Ecſtaſie! 
the dart ing, throbbing, tingling Mixture of De- 


light and Terror, which every Vein confeſs'd ! 


and ſhook the alarm'd Heart with almoft mortal 
Tremblings ! not all the natural Boldneſs af bis 


14 Sex, 
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120 The Injur d Husband; or, 

Sex, not all thar Preſence of Mind which us'd 
to be his inſeparable Companion, not all the Re- 
ſolutions he had form'd, not all the Care he bad 
taken to arm himſelf for this Encounter, were 
ſufficient to defend him when once the lovely 
injur'd Montamour appear d! He thought the 


look'd more fair, more beautiful than ever! 


and tho' her Eyes had loſt nothing of their 
wonted Sweetneſs, yer a long Habitude of Me- 
lancholy had abated a little of the Gaiety of 
their Rays, and the Auſterity of the Life ſhe 
Was about to embrace had given her a greater 
Compoſedneſs in her Countenance; conſcious of 
Guilt, and too too ſenſible of his own Unwor- 


thineſs to find Mercy, ſhe ſeem'd to him ſuch 


Imagination figures a deſtroying Angel, adorn'd 
in ſhining Ruin ! all gloriouſly Cruel! and ſe- 
verely Juſt! It was not in the leaſt owing to his 
own Conduct that his Diſorders were not viſible 
to the Abbeſt, but that good Lady believing that 
on the Account he came it was improper to have 
à third Perſon Witneſs of what he had to deli- 
ver, took her Leave, only telling him, that when 
their Conference was ended, ſhe ſhou'd entreat 
his Company to take part of what their Cloyſter 
afforded: but he neither heard nor had Power 
to make any Anſwer to this Compliment; eve- 
ry Senſe was abſent, and Thought diſſolv'd in the 
vaſt Hurry of his various Emotions; but when 


Montamour, who little ſuſpected the reaſon of the 


firyar's Silence and diſtant Behaviour, defir'd him 
ro fit, and was beginning to enquire after her 
Brother, the Sound of her dear, well-remembred 


Voice, the graceful, charming manner in which 


ſhe expreſs'd herſelf, and that engaging undiſ- 
cribable, inimitable Something which is not to 
Ls „ be 
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. the Miftaken Reſentment. 12x 
be acquir'd, and which is only to be found in 
the Air and Mein of thoſe whom Nature and 
not Art embelliſnes, putting him more ſtronger 
in Remembrance of the felicitous Moments her 
Converſation formerly had bleſs'd him with, and 
revolving in an Inſtant ten thouſand little name- 
leſs. Softneſſes, — the thrilling, melting, raptu- 
rous Amuſements, — the Conſequences of mu- 
tual Paſſion, —— and comparing the pre/ent with 
the paſt, what he endur'd was not to be con- 
ceal'd! a ſudden burſt of wild impetuous 
Paſſion broke thro' all Diſguiſe! blaz'd in his 
Eyes! and ſhew'd the burning Lover plain! For- 
getful of what his cooler Thoughts had form'd, 
he threw - himſelf on her Boſom, graſping her 
with a Violence ſcarce ſupportable, and fixing 
cloſe to hers his glowing Lips, had Power no o- 
ther way to expreſs the Eeſtaſie he now again 
began to re-enjoy a thouſand fond endear- 
ing things crowded at once into his Soul, and 
preſs'd for Utterance he wou'd have ſpoke 
'em all, but the tumultuous Meanings were too 
great, too many, and overthrew each other in 

the Throng, and all he cou'd bring forth was 
Montamour | — Angelick Montamour /— Divine, 
Adorable Montamour ! — This was indeed ſuffici- 
ent to make her ſenſible who it was ſhe enter- 
tain'd, and nothing can be more amazing than 
that in the Surprize of ſuch an Interview, ſhe 
acted not the leaſt Extravagance. Neither 
the Shock which the Remembrance of his late 
ill Uſage gave her Pride, vented itfelf in Fury 
and Revilings ; nor the ſecret Pleaſure, which in 
{pite of her Reſentment, her continued Tender- 
neſs felt at his Repentance and Return, was diſ- 
coyerable by either Word or Look; but u_ 
| 1 3 f 4 
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. LAS | The far d Hausband ;  . 
ful char ſhe might not retain rhis Command of 
Ker Femper, if the truſted herſelf to liſten to 
the Charms of his Perſuaſion, wou'd not put it 
to the Venture; but getting looſe from his Em- 

brace, and giving a ſudden Spring to a litile Bell 

Which hung in the Room, rung it with fuch a 

Force, that the Abbe/s and ſeveral of the Nuns 

came running in before this difappointed Lover 

cou'd ſay or do any thing to prevent her. What 
this holy Man (ſaid ſhe turning to the Abeſi) 
has to offer, may, perhaps, be very good! but as 

my Reſolution to become a Devoree is fix'd, I 

think it needleſs to hear any thing which is de- 

ſign'd as an Endeavour to alter it; if my Brother 

i poffeſs'd of any Scruples, or wou'd infuſe any 

into you, of my Unworthinefs of the Profeſſion, 

he may communicate them by Letters either to 
you or me, for I am fully determin'd to enter 
into no Converſation with any Stranger, till 

2 taken the Orders has put _ 

the Arguments which - poſſibly be prepar' 

to hinder me. In tes” Ai. halls laſt Words, 
which ſhe pronounc'd with the moſt reſolute 

Air, ſhe flew out of the Room, leaving him to 

make his Excufe as he cou'd to the Abbe/s, and 

thoſe of the Siſterhood who had accompanied 
her. The Conſternation they were in at her 

Behaviour was very favourable to Beauclair z for 

while they were looking on one another, won- 

dering what it ſhould be that had occafion'd it, 
he gain'd a little Time for the Recovery of his 
fcatrer'd Spirits, bur not enough to enable him to 
ſpeak of this Adventure as a Perſon ſo unconcern'd 
as that which he repreſented wou'd have done. 

The Confuſion, however, and Heſitation of the 

few Words he ſpoke, were look'd on only = 

| caſion 


/ 


the Miſtaken Reſentment. 123 


fall of Trouble for the Piſreſpect they imagin'd' 


had been paid to a Man of his Reverenee, as 
they wou'd have been of Anger had they ſuſ- 


pected the Impoſture. 


- But when he was return'd to the Inn where 
he had taken up Lodgings for this Affair, how 
infinitely ſhort of what he felt wou'd all Deſcrip- 


tion be! For ſome Hours he was utrerly incapa- 


ble of Refle&ion, and its Return ſerv'd but to 
torture him with redoubled Agonies! All the 


Horrors, all the Woes that can be imagined to 
attend difappointed Paſſion work'd up to the 
moſt elevated Degree that Human Nature can 
ſaflain, rag'd in his Soul, and tore him with 


Variety of Anguith. It was the leaſt of his Vex- 


ations that he owed them only to himſelf; if 
Montamour was incens'd' it was his own ill Con- 
duct was the Cauſe; and if ſhe never ftou'd be 
brought to a Reconciliation, what but his own 


Unworthinefs cou'd he accuſe ! In fine, he was 


quite Soul-fick and mad at the thoughts of what 


he had done, and the forgetfulneſs he had ſuf- 


fered himſelf to fall into, in lofmg an opportu- 
nity ſo hard to be found, of endeavouring once 
to move her in his favour. But as impoſſible as 
at preſent it ſeem'd of getting any means of 
ſeeing or ſpeaking to her again, he cou'd not 
think of returning to Paris thus unfarisfied: 


Her Yearof Probation was now almoſt expired : 


the fatal Time drew near in which the was to 
take an Eternal farewel of the World, and then 
nor all his Fears, his Vows, Entreaties, or Re- 
pentance, not even her own Defives had power 
to make him happy Some Contrivance there- 

fore 


cafiowd by his Chagrin for the indifferent Re- 
ception he had met with; and he left them as 
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124 The -1ajutd" Husband; or, 


fore muſt be form'd, and ſpeedily, and he re- 


ſolv'd, let the Courſe be never ſo deſperate, to 


hazard all for one more Interview. Invention 
charg'd with the Commands of Paſſion brought 
forth a numerous Iſſue of unjoynted Projects 
but abortive all, diſown'd by Reaſon and unnerv'd 
for Action to think of entring the Monaſte- 
ry as a Fryar, tho' by never ſo different a Pre- 
tence from that he lately went on, was ridicu- 
lous and vain; he had been detected in that Ha- 
bit by the Perſon from whom, till ſhe was a 
little ſofined, he found it was moſt his Intereſt 
to be conceal'd 3 and ſhe being under the ſame 
Roof would afford him ſlender Conſolation, if de- 
nied the Privilege of entertaining her 
Sometimes he was thinking to diſguiſe himſelf as 
a Criple, pretend he had fallen trom his Horſe, 
and being unable to travel, implore the Charity 
and Aſſiſtance of rhe Siſterhood ; but the re- 
membrance thar there was a. College of Jeſuits 
within a Bowſhot from the Monaſtery, to 
which they would probably ſend him, as a Place 
more proper and convenient, put an End to that 
defign—— Another Scratagem was to dreſs him- 
ſelf as a Woman, whom ſome unexpected ill 
Turn of Fortune had driven from her Parents, 
and beg an Aſylum there; but this his Stature 
forbic It was a conſiderable Time before 
any thing which ſeem'd feaſible offer'd it {elf to his 
Fancy; but what is it that a Lover cannot at 
laſt ger the better of, when Reſolution is on his 
fide! As he was walking one Day by the Walls 
which encompaſs'd the Nunnery Gardens, he 
perceiv'd a piece of it had lately fallen and was 
now repairing by the Workmen, he preſently 
bethought him of becoming a Labourer, edle 

| | that 


the Miſtaken Reſentment. 125 
that means having free egreſs and regreſs to car- 


he might eaſily hide himſelf among the Buſhes, 
and watch an opportunity of Montamour's com- 


ing out to walk. This Enterprize was no ſooner 
conceived than put in Execution, his Fryar's 


Veſt was now exchanged for a ragged Coat, 
his Cowl for a Linſy Woolſey Cap, and his 
Beads for a Hod; by offering himſelf for a low 
Hire he was immediately entertain'd by the Ma- 
ſter; his buſineſs being only to fetch and carry, 
he was not at all found fault with, but perform'd 
what he had undertaken with more diligence 
than thoſe who had all their life been accuſtomed 
to it; ſo much more is it for the truly well- 
bred to deſcend to the meaneſt Offices, than for 


thoſe born to Beggery to bear Proſperity and 


an affluence of Fortune ſuperior to their hopes. 
Nor did his Toil in the Day make him forget- 
ful of what he had deſign'd in the Night, but 
as ſoon as he ſaw they were about to leave work 
he took his opportunity to ſlide down from the 
Wall and conceal him in the moſt remote part 
of the Garden. The frf# Night of his watching 
he had no other Reward than a diſtant fight of 
Montamouz/gAas ſhe was at Prayers among the reſt 
of the Nuns, for the Chappel had a Window 
Into the Garden, and was low enough for him 
to look in as he ſtood a Tip-toe. The Second indeed 
paid his Pains much better; ſhe walked above an 
Hour cloſe by the place where he was hid, and 
tho' he cou'd not ſpeak to her, becauſe there 
were two of the Nuns with her, yet he had 
the ſatisfaction to obſerve ſhe was extremely 


penſive, and that all her Companions cou'd do 
was ineffectual to remove a Melancholly which 


he 


ry Mortar, Stone and other things for the Work, 
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126 The Jujard Husband; or, 


he had leave to hope was influenced by her ſe- 

cxet Thoughts of him. But the Third gave him 

an Opportunity full as his Soul cou'd with. It 

chanc'd to be an extream fine Evening, and the 

fragancy of the Air had drawn a great Number 

of the young Devotees out to refreſh themſelves; 
Montamoar was among them, and he ſtill faund 

ſhe was as thoughtful as before. They paſt ſome 

Hours there, {ame walking ſome ſitting on 

the graſſy Banks, — ſome ſporting with the 

| various colour'd Flowers which grew on the 
: Borders, and ſeem'd to court the Gatherer's 
| Hand,-—ſome cooling their Fingers in the Foun- 
tain, and wantonly throwing the Water on their 
Companions — every one diverting herſelf as 

her innocent aud undiſturbed Fancy led her 

but Mantamaur, whoſe Mind was more perplex- 

ed, and who in the late Adventure with the 

lovely Fryar had found that Self-denial was the 
hardeſt of all Virtues, affected to walk alone; 

Me either not obferved or had no reliſh of the 

little Recreations they enjoy d, but ſingling her 

{elf from the reſt, he ſaw her ſtrike down an 

Alley which led to a fine Grotto at the lower 

( end of the Garden: The Place he had that very 
| Night fortunately made Choice of for his Con- 
cealment was a long narrow Walk of Camomile, 

the end of which came almoſt to the Grotto, and 

Was ſnelter'd all the way with a thick Row of 

Palms, on this he cou'd walk without being in 

the leaſt heard or ſeen by any body in the Gar- 

den; and as ſoon as he ſaw which way ſhe went 

he immediately follow'd. He was at thc end of the 

Walk almoſt as ſoon as ſhe was in the Grotto, but 

he durſt not enter, while there was Company ſo 

near, fearing the ſtrength of her Reſolution 185 
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wou'd ſuffer him to ſpeak to her now, than run 


om N 


tbe Malen Refemtment. @ny 


the Prejudice ſhe had conceiv'd againſt him, and 


which he but too juſtly had deſerv'd, ſhou'd in- 


fluence her to treat the Laborrer in the ſame 
manner as the had done rhe Fryar. Theſe Sug- 


eftions were indeed moſt confonant to Reaſon, 
ut they were preſently oppos:d by others pr a 
very different Nature; he begin to think that 


if ſhe left the Garden before the others he 


might never have ſo good an opportunity as 
now, that there was ſcarce a probability he 
ſhou'd ever find her entirely alone, and that it 
was better to hazard her Good- nature if the 


the riſque of not ſpeaking to her at ally while 
he was thus debating, and irreſolute what to 
do, he heard the Charmer who had occaſioned 


this Conflict in his Soul, tune her Guittare; in 


Expectation of that Melody, he for a While ſuſ- 
pended his Cogitation, and heard her ſing in a 
ſoft, low, but ſweet and harmonious Accent 
theſe Words, which *tis probable were of her 
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x WN more, fond Maid ! direb thy froithſe Hims 
Zo Bliſs thou canſt but in Idea nom, 
A Love ſo Pure as thine Heaven only claim, 
"Ru wilt Ge een by the 70 ene / 


II. 


2 $1 Fly? O Hy! the Senſe e Bar 
"Of gay Deceit, in tender Raptures dreſt“ 

Nemorſe and Shame do on Believing wait, 
And _ — rends th unwary Brea 2 
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_ Upfurniſh'd by Devotion's ſironger Ar ms. 


Tn Piety, alone, a Refuge dwells 


Aud renders all their ſoft Enchantments vain. 


delay the Proſecution of his Defign, that he 
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- From Damon's Air! his Shape ! his flowing Wat { 
| His thouſand, thouſand Worlds of countleſs Charms! 
Fate weak Defence from Virtue does permit, 


1 


N. 


Mor can Reſentment, or thy Sex's Pride 

For Injuries receiv'd, ſet free thy Mind : = 
Before Love's Fire thoſe meaner Flames ſubſide, 
And ſhrink away like Vapours in the Wind! 


V. 


To ſhield thy Soul from Paſſion's pleaſing Pain - 
The baſe Efforts of faithleſs Man repels, 


With trembling Limbs and aking Heart the 
repenting Beauclair heard her ſing theſe Lines, 
which gave him ſo much Cauſe to fear all his 
Endeavours to bring her to a | Reconciliation 
wou'd be in vain. What hope to conquer, when 
with Heaven we contend! Vet tho' deſpairing, 
he wou'd not thus give over, and was moving 
ſoftly towards the Grotto, reſolving, let the Con- 
ſequence be what it wou'd, to know his Doom 
at once, and end the Tortures of Suſpence: But 
as he was juſt at the Entrance, the late ceas'd 
Harmony of her melodious Voice began a- new 
to charm his liſtening Ears, and oblig'd him to 


might 


— 
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might not loſe the Pleaſure of hearing her ſing, 
which ſhe immediately did theſe Stanza's. 


J. 


* 


The Heart that once has Power to change, 
And with a ſecond Paſſion burn, 
Tho to the Firſt it ſhou'd return, 

Will ever be inclin'd to Range. 


IT. 


Then Charming, Faithleſs, Swain give ver! 
Nor think by Prayers, or Sighs, to move 
A Rebel, once, to me, and Love, 

1 may Forgive, but Truſt no more. 


III. 


No more will I deluded be; 
Tho with ſecret Wiſhes lying 
All diſſolving, melting, dying; 
To Death [ll yield, but not to Thee / 


= Tho” the Muſick to which theſe Words were 
ſet gave them an Air infinitely more gay than 
the former, yet ſhe cou'd not conclude them 
without a mixture of Sighs, which occafioning 
a Heſitation in her Speech made a perceivable Va- 
riation in the Tune, and ſeem'd to mitigate their 
rigid Meaning: The Senſe, indeed, was cruel, 
but the manner of Pronunciation was ſuch as 
renewed in the attentive Liſt'ner ſome of thoſe 
Hopes with which be had formerly been en- 
liven'd. The Gardens were by this time wholly 
free from Company, no Interruption near, every 
e thing 


130 The Injurd Husband; or, 
thing favour'd his Deſign, and now he thought 
he boldly might advance; bur ftill rhe Terrors 
occaſion'd by a Conſciouſneſs of his Unworthi- 
neſs, and ever the Companions of Guilt, made 
him enter the Grotto but with Tremblings, and 
kept him for ſome Moments at an awful Di- 
ſtance : She was fallen into ſo deep a Reſwverie that 
ſhe diſcern'd not that any Perſon was near, tho 
the Moon, which was then at the Height, glit- 
ter'd thro' the Trees, and ſhone directly on him, 
Gladly wou'd he have indulg'd Contemplation, 
and fed Reflection with gazing on her Beauties, 
while thus unſeen, and uncontrolled by the Se- 
verity of her Glances : but the remembrance 
how he had been diſappointed by his late giving 

a Looſe to the Ardors of his Paſſion, made him 
reſolve to proceed with Art and Circumſpection: 
He moved with gently-treading Steps to the Bank 
on which ſhe ſat, and was cloſe by her, before 
ſhe in the leaſt perceiv'd him; but when, lifting 
up her Eyes, ſhe ſaw a Man, and felt his Touch, 
(for he had ſeiz'd faſt hold of her to prevent her 
ſtirring) the ſent forth a great Shriek, loud e- 

nough to have alarm'd the Convent, had they 
had any Notion that any belonging to it ws 

abroad. But to hinder her from repeating it, 
and unwilling to ſuffer her to continue longer 
in the Fright ſhe was in, he threw himſelf on 
his Knees, and bathing the Hand he grafp'd 
with a Stream of Tears, Hold Madam! hold! 
ſaid he, this is not the Poſture of a Ruffian— 
I come not to alarm your Breaſt with Fears, 
but to move Pity there tis Pity only the x 
doring Beauclair asks, and that is what indeed 
his Miſeries may claim. Beauclair ! ſaid ſhe, fur- 

. priz'd beyond Expreſſion, but perhaps not _ 

get el 
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ether ſo much difpleas'd as afterwards ſhe 
Cion'd to be. Yes Madam! reſum'd he, the 
Deſpairing, Dying, but ſtill Adoring, Beauclair en- 
treats you but to hear what vait Appearances 
of Reaſon urg'd him to ſeem ſo careleſs of his 
Happineſs, and raſhly treſpaſs againſt Heaven 

and you——and, if you hear, you will I ho 
forgive. By what has already been ſaid of the 
Paſſion of Montamour, the Reader may be better 
able to judge the Conflict ſhe endured, than I 
am to deſcribe it; but reſolving to keep up 
her Reſentment, and give no room for him to 
imagine there was a Poſſibility of renewing in 
her again thoſe ſoft Emotions he once had the 
Power of inſpiring her with; I am ſorry Mon- 
fieur, anſwered ſhe, (with an Accent which had 
nothing in it of Tender) that you ſhou'd have 
given your ſelf a Trouble wholly unneceſſary: 
Where there's no Wrong there needs no Juſtifi- 
cation I have profired too much by your 
Change of Humour, to be offended at it——— - 
Thoſe Vows which your Inconſtancy releas'd 
me from, will ſoon be paid to a Sublimer Ob- 
ject: what you deſpis'd, Heaven will I hope ac- 
cept, and by your Ingratitude I arrive at the 
only perfect Happineſs here. How ought I then 

to bleſs the early Knowledge of your waveri 
Nature to Thank you for your quick diſ- 
cover'd Baſeneſs, that I in time might fly, and 
ſcorn your Faithleſs Sex. Ir was not ſo much 
the Words, as the Manner in which they were 
ſpoke, which ſeiz'd the Soul of him they were 
addreſs'd to with Horrors he had never known 
before. Not the paſt Torturing Pangs of her 
imagin'd Falſhood, nor the enſuing Terrors of 
Remorſe for his own, Nw were half ſo _ 
| 3 ; 1 
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ful as the preſent Racks. Amidſt the doubtful Gloom 
ſome intermingling Beams of Hope had ſtill 
dawn'd o'er his Wiſhes, chearing Expectance with 
promiſes of a future Day! But all was Darkneſs 
now, —all black Deſpair! The fix'd Coldneſs, the 
unmov'd Conſtancy which every Word and Look, 
and the whole Air of Montamour denoted, now 
made him but too ſure ſhe was inevitably loſt 
Nor did the remembrance of the Fault he had 
been guilty of, permit him even the poor Com- 
fort of complaining of her Severity. Awhile he 
gaz'd upon her with ſuch Inward, 'Tumultuous, 
Emotions as depriv'd him of the Power of 
Speech, till perceiving ſhe was about to go out 
of the Grotto, and leave him in the ſame manner 
ſhe had done before, he threw himſelf on his 
Knees, by Force retaining her, till he had reco- 
cover'd himſelf enough ro endeavour to per- 
ſuade. All that the tendereſt Love, the fierceſt 
Wiſhes, the moſt. bleeding, burning, Paſſion, 
made deſperate, and raging, can inflict, was to 
the Life demonſtrated in all his Words and 
Actions; his trembling Limbs, his wild diſtract- 
ed Looks, his faultering Speech, his uncon- 
nected Expreſſions, diſplay'd the Deity in his 
full genuine Force. Unſhadow'd, Undiſguis'd, 
-with any of thoſe Pageant Arts of Pompous E- 
loquence, which oft adorn a Counterfeited 
Flame; but are forgot and loſt amidit the Ar- 
dors of a true Affection. Oh wou'd the unwary 
Fair, when thus addreſs'd, but give her Reaſon 
ſcope ro Judge, how eafily might ſhe diſcern 
"the real Lover, from the flattering Courtier; ad- 
* mire the Mit, but ſcorn the Afﬀeted Paſſion of 
him who comes but to es and ruin her. 
But indeed, there are fo few of either Sex ſin- 


cerely touch'd with a noble and generous 3 
ire, 
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fre, that 'tis no wonder they miſtake it in ano- 
ther: Deceit meets with Deceit, and both are 
unconcern'd alike. 5 | 5 

But Montamour was vaſtly different, as was her 
Beauclair, from thoſe faſhionable Enamorato's: 
with Truth, with Tenderneſs, with Zeal, ſhe 
lov'd; and tho? ſhe had all the Reaſon in the 
World for keeping up her Reſentment, and had 
Strength enough of Reſolution to reſtrain the 
Fondneſs of her Paſſion from ſhowing it ſelf to 
one who had ſo greatly injur'd her, and whole 
Repenrance ſhe thought too ſmall a Recompence; 
yet did her Soul pity the Agonies ſhe, by her 
own, was too too ſenſible were Unfeigned, 
and myſt her ſelf of Conſequence | ſuffer: far 
greater. Paſſions of all kinds find Eaſe in the diſ- 
covery, but ſmother'd Anguiſh preys on the ve- 
ry Vitals, the ſtifled Sighs recoil on the tor- 
mented Heart, and crack the Strings of Life. 
Vet perſiſting in her Coldneſs, and refolving ra- 
ther to dye than recede from that Indifference 
ſhe had vow'd to wear for ever in her Behavi- 
our to him, all that his Tears, Entreaties, a- 
gonizing Groans cou'd move her to, was to fit 
down and liften to all he had to ſay in Vindica- 
tion of his late Proceedings; which was to re- 
late, in as brief a manner as he cou'd, the Deluſi- 
ons of Du Lache, and the Artifices by which he 
had been brought to a Belief of her Inconſtancy : 
he kept back nothing of the Truth, but that 
which Honour forbad him to reveal, che Fa- 
vours he had received from the Baroneſs. But 
Montamour, who was no Stranger to thar part of 
the Story, having patiently heard the reſt, and 
perceiving he had done, wou'd not omit this Op- 
portunity of letting him know, not the moſt 
K 3 — feerep 


* 


134 The Injur d Husband; or, 
ſecret Tranſactions of his Guilt had been hid 
from her. You do well Mounſieur, ſaid ſhe, to 
make a Repetition of every thing which may 
ſeem to excuſe the ill Treatment you have given 
me, artfully concealing, while you relate che 


'M Accuſations laid on me, the Charms of my Ri- 
5 val, without which all the Suggeſtions of a 
i Villain like Du Lache had been ineffectual. Oh 
MN too ſeverely judg'd, interrupted the Soul-tortur'd Þ* 
* Beauclair; be witneſs for me Heaven, and ſend 
il down inſtant Puniſhments on my Devored Head, 
1 if I ſwerve in the leaſt Title from the Truth 
1 if e' er my Soul conceived one tender Thought, 
El once form'd a Wiſh, or knew one ſoft Deſire, 
a which centred not in Montamou if ſtil] the 
ak was not, even at the time when molt I fear'd 
MN the ſcorn'd me, the only deareſt Object of my 
1 Thoughts by Day, and Dreams by Night, — 
if even her Anger, killing as it is, wears not 
* more Charms to me, than all the Endearing 
wo Smiles of her whole Sex beſides if inthis 
„ Dreadful Moment, this Cruel Now, when all my 


Tears, my Prayers, my Sorrow and Repentance, 
my in ward Agonies, the ſpeechleſs Terments of 
my poor rending, bleeding, breaking Heart can- 
| not obtain one pitying Glance, one kind com- 
if miſerating Word, ſhe be nor dearer to me than 
L Life, and all the gay Delights this World can 
give and if it be not greater Pleaſure here 
to expire before her, than live whole Ages ina 
Queen's Embraces, may all the Curſes due to 
Perfidy fall heavy on me. He would have pro- 
ceeded, bur ſhe prevented him. Hold! ſaid ſhe, 
forbear theſe Imprecations. I believe you once 
did Love me, nay, I am of Opinion you have 
| reſum'd 
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reſum'd that Tenderneſs you had for a Time 
thrown off; but (continued ſhe with a Smile 


which had in it more of Diſdain than Satisfacti- 


on) while you imagin'd me falſe, ir was but rea- 
ſonable you ſhould ſeek ſome Conſolation, and 
where ſo probable to find it as in the Arms of 
a Woman ſo every way qualified, and fo deſirous 
to pleaſe, as the Baroneſs De Tortille? The diſ- 
order'd Lover hung down his Head, utterly un- 


| | able to. make any Reply to theſe cutting Words: 


He was too open and ſincere in his Nature to 
be guilty of denying that it was really his Deſire 
of forgetting Montamour, which had induc'd 
him to viſit the Baroneſs, and to confeſs it he 
thought wou'd be an Aggravation of his Crime. 
At laſt, Oh Madam! reſum'd he, the Opinion 
I was enſnar'd into of your Unk indneſs drove 
me Mad, I knew not what I did but of 
this one thing I am ſure, and of that alone, that 
I have never ceas'd to Love you — and whate- 
ver Appearances may be againſt me, my Heart 
cou'd never be but yours. Notwithſtanding all 


that prodigious Preſence of Mind which Monta- 


mour was Miſtreſs of, and the Reſentment with 
which ſhe had arm'd her ſelf as ſoon as ſhe ſaw 
Beauclair was near her, the began to find it now 
impoſſible much longer to preſerve it in his Pre- 
ſence; and looking on the ſecret Pleaſure which, 
in ſpite of her Indignation, ſhe felt in enter- 
taining him, as a Sin to Prudence, and the Reſo- 
lution ſhe had made of forgetting him, muſter'd 
up all the remains of Anger in her Heart, to in- 
ſpire her with all means of Baniſhing him 
for ever; and taking the Advantage of his laſt 
Words, One wou'd, indeed, (ſaid ſhe, with a 
Voice full of Auſterity) believe that you know 
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136 The Injur d Huchai ——_ 
not what you did, or ſure, he who has ſo pub- 


lickly avowed himſelf the Lover of the Baro- 


neſs De Tortille, wou'd never after that imagine 


his Pretenſions were capable of creating in Mon- 


tamour any other Paſſion than Diſdain and Ha- 


wot 


tred I ſhou'd have an Averſion to my ſelf 
(added ſhe, after a little Pauſe) it I cou'd think 


any Action of mine has ever given you leave to 


judge ſo meanly of me, as to make you hope 


there cou'd be an Atonement for Injuries like 


thoſe you've offer'd me No, Beauclair! No; 
I am not twice to be deceived nor, had I the 
moſt undeniable Aſſurances that you lov'd even 
more than you wou'd perſuade me that you do; nay, 


were I weak enough to feel for your return of 


Paſſion the ſame ſoft Emotions which heav'd my 
credulous Heart when firſt I liſtned to your 
Vows, not to preſerve your Life my own— or the 
Eternal Peace of both, wou'd I forgive, or cer 
conſent to ſee you more. As ſoon as ſhe had 
done ſpeaking ſhe turn'd away, reſolving to give 
him no farther opportunity of Converſation ; and 
it Was but for a very few Moments that he had 
Power either by Perſuaſion or Force to detain 
her, for perceiving his Deſpair made him have 


recourſe to the latter, ſhe darted from his Arms 


with an uncounterteited Fury, vowing that if 
he preſum'd to hold, or follow her, ſhe wou'd 
alarm the Convent with her Cries, and expoſe 
him to all the Puniſhments of the Eccleſiaſtick 
Juſtice. This laſt Threat wou'd have avail'd but 
lictle, if the fierceneſs of the fair Menacer had 
not difarm'd him of all that Boldneſs, which is 
in ſome cafes a neceſſary Qualification to make 
a, Lover Maſter of his Wiſhes. He had not 
Courage to offend her more All that Viva- 


city 
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the Miſtaken Reſentment. 137 
city of Thought that Energy of Soul, 


which deſpiſes Oppoſition, and triumphs over 
the moſt ſtrict Reſervedneſs of the denying 
Charmer, was now utterly extinguiſh'd in him 
he ſuffer'd her to depart — he ſaw her 
o——» and while his ſtraining Eyes purſu'd her 
till che excluſive Walls depriv'd him of that 
Bleſſing, his enervate Limbs refus'd to bear him 
after her ſenſeleſs and motionleſs he ſtood 
— —chill Horror invaded every Faculty, and 
even Deſire was froze : Had he regarded her 
with leſs Purity and Reſpect, he had perhaps 
ſucceeded better; but Love has ever this In- 
congruity in its Effects, that the more violent 
it is, the leſs it is capable of ſerving itſelf. 

It muſt be a Pen infinitely more capable- of 
Deſcription than mine, which cou'd repreſent 
the true State of his Condition: when left alone, 
all that Deſpair, and Rage, and Grief, heighren'd 
by a Conſciouſneſs of Guilt, and juſtly meritin 


every thing he ſuffer'd, cou'd inflict, was his. 


He thought it now altogether vain, ever to at- 
tempt her more; he gave himſelf up wholly to 
Diſtraction, and Life or Death were become 
Things indifferent to him The Morning 
found him in this wretched Circumſtance 
the Sun, whoſe chearing Beams drive all the 
Miſts and Vapours far away, diſpell'd not his; 
odious and hareful to himſelf, he curs'd the Day, 
and wiſh'd eternal Darkneſs. — In this wild 
Hurry of confus'd Emotions, he neither conſi- 
der'd where he was, nor the Danger of being 
diſcover'd to have been there all Night; he at- 
tempted not to eſcape, nor ſo much as once 
thought of it; and inſtead of concealing himſelf 
among the Buſhes till the Workmen coming 
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138 The Injurd Husband; or, 


might give him an Opportunity of mingling 
with them, as twice before he had done ; he 
now lay flat on his Face in an open Alley of the 
Garden, where he was not only viſible to his 
Fellow-Labourers, bur alſo wou'd have been fo 


to the whole Convent, if by chance any of them 


had look'd thro' the Windows. It muſt cer- 
tainly have been pleaſant enough to have ſeen 
(tho' the Repetition would afford but little mat- 


ter of Diverſion) the Aſtoniſnment and various 


Conjectures theſe Fellows pur, on their finding 
him in that Place and Poſture : ſome wou'd have 
it that he was a Thief, and had Jain there with 
an Intent to rob the Monaſtery ; others, that 
having been guilty of ſome notorious Crime, he 
had been ordered to run ſo great a Danger by 


way of Penance z bur the moſt good-natur'd a- 


mong them, obſerving the Diſorder of his Looks 
and Words (for he was little prepared for Ex- 


cuſes) imagin'd he had been ſciz'd with a ſudden 
Fir of the falling Sickneſs, or Apoplexy ; the 


Maſter himſelf was of this Opinion, and hap- 


pening to be of a Diſpoſition leſs inclining to 
_create Diſturbances than the generality of his 


Station, who are for the moſt part greatly de- 


lighted with Noiſe and Confuſion of what kind 


ſoever, contented himſelf with diſcharging him 
from his Service, without giving any Notice of 
what had happen'd to the Abbe/s or any of the 


Nuns. One thing in this Paſſage I cannot let 
flip without obſerving, which is, that among 


the many different Conjectures which had been 
form'd, on the Diſcovery that a Man had dared 
ro conceal himſelf all Night in that forbidden 


Ground, there was not one who imputed it to 


the true Cauſe ;z which proves how little 155 
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the Miflaken Reſentment. 139 
ple of ſuch low Capacities are able to entertain 
any Juſl Notions of that tender Paſſion, and how 


impoſſible it is for any but a Lover to conceive 


the Force of Love, and to what Lengths it will 
tranſport the Votary inſpir'd with an unfeign'd 


Ardour. Bur ſetting aſide Reflections, which 


the ſenſible Reader need not to be put in mind 
of, tho' our unfortunate Lover came off much 
better from this Adventure than he cou'd have 
expected, had he conſider'd it all; yet the lo- 
ſing his Employ was the utter Loſs of all Op- 

ortunity ever to try his Fortune there again, 
if it had been poſſible for him to have reco- 
vered Courage ſufficient to attempt it: He was 
now oblig'd to leave her to the Performance 
of her Vow; but with what a Tempeſt of Mind, 


and how accompany'd, he return'd to Paris, 


thoſe only who have ever been acquainted with 
the Furies of Deſpair, Remorſe and à too late 
Repentance, can imagine. | 

While Affairs were in this melancholy Poſition 
between the Lovers, thoſe who had been the 
Occaſion of their Misfortunes were in a Condi- 
tion much worſe, tho' infinitely leſs deſerving 
Compaſſion. The Hour was now come in which 
the wicked Baroneſs, and her Inſtruments of Miſ- 
chief, were to prove, that Crimes, like theirs, 
howe'er triumphant for a while, will not always 
eſcape the Cognizance of avenging Heaven. One 
Evening as ſhe was fitting in her Cloſer, ac- 
company'd only by Du Lache, who for the Rea- 
ſons before-mention'd was ſtill in her Houſe, 
they heard a loud knocking at the Gate, and 


immediately after, the Noiſe of ſeveral Perſons 


coming haſtily up Stairs: the impatient Expectation 
they both were in for the Return of Toncarr _ 
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Le Fange, made them preſently believe it was 
they, whoſe Haſte to report the joyful 'Tidings 
they; had brought, had made them ſtand on ſo little 
Ceremony; but what was their Aſtoniſhment 
and Horror, when Harriot, who knew pretty 
well her Lady's Diſpoſition, tho? perhaps not ler 
into the depth of her Deſigns, came running in- 
to the Room, breathleſs and frighted out of her 
Wits, crying, O Madam! my Lord She had 
time for no more: the Baron, followed by ſeveral 
Gentlemen, was cloſe behind her, imagining by 


her Hurry his Wife might be there, and pro- 


bably not without a Thought he ſhou'd find 
ſome with her whom his Preſence wou'd alarm; 
but he was deceiv'd in this laſt Conjecture, for 
Du Lache, on the firſt Appearance of Harriet, 
the Terror he ſaw in her Countenance, and the 
Words ſhe ſpoke, was apprehenſive of the Truth, 
concluded himſelf betray'd, tho' he had no lei- 
ſure to reflect by what Means; and agitated at 
once with Guilt, and Shame, and Fear, the Vil- 
Jain's Curſe, he flew backward to the Protection 
of a Screen which happen'd to be there, behind 
which there was a Door that open'd to a little 
Gallery, whence, in the preſent Confuſion, he ea- 
fily eſcap'd without being (ſeen, at leaſt by any 
who wou'd offer to detain him. But not the 
prodigious Surprize the Baroze/s muſt be in at 


ſeeing before her the Perſon ſhe belieyed had 


been deſtroyed ; not all the Terrors which ſeiz'd 
her guilty Soul ac the fight of him ſhe had ſo 


highly injur'd, and in whoſe Eyes ſhe read her 


Doom, had Power to deprive her of that Arti- 


ice which had ſo often ſecured her from Diſco- 


very, and might even now have ftood her Friend, 


haye 


the Miſtalen Reſentment. 14 
have admitted of the ſmalleſt Scruple : With 
Tears of Joy ſhe ſeem'd to welcome her long 
abſent Husband —<—— She flew into his Arms, 
hung on his Neck, and fainted on his Breaſt 
with an admirably acted Tranſport of extrava- 
gant Aﬀection with ſuch ſtrenuous Em- 
braces did ſhe preſs him, that it was as much 
as he cou'd do to diſengage himſelf; bur when 
he had, Spare your ſelf, Madam! ſaid he, turn- 
ing his Head from her, ſpare year ſelf the Pains, 
and me the Shock of remembring there can be 
ſuch monſtrous Diſſimulation in the World — 
You ſee I have eſcap'd the Daggers you em- 
ploy'd againſt me, and might, methinks, ima- 
gine I now know too much to be ſubjected to 
your Arts as heretofore. What means my Lord? 
interrupted ſhe, I employ Daggers! Oh Hea- 
ven! what Feind haſt thou permitted to accuſe 
me? and turn the once fond Heart of my dear 
Lord to ſuch unheard, unthought of Cruelty. 
Tis all tis all in vain, reſumed the diſ- 
ordered Baron, and *twou'd become yeu better 
of the two to avow your Hate, and ſay I was 
unworthy of your Bed, than poorly thus to 
counterfeit a Tenderneſs and deny a Guilt which. 
all theſe here (continued he pointing to the 
Gentlemen who were with him) know as well 
as I but to leave you no Shadow of an Ex- 
cuſe, I will inform you that it is by your own 
Emiſſaries you are betrayed and when I 
repeat the Names of Toncarr and Le Songe, thoſe 
deſign'd Murderers thoſe pretended Ser- 
vants, ſent by your ſelf, and recommended by 
you, Shame, ſure, will ſtop your Mouth! The 
Amazement ſhe put on at theſe Words, and the 
Aſſeverations ſhe made uſe of, that ſhe oo 
tirely 
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142 The Injur d Husband; or, 
tirely ignorant of what he meant, and that ſhe 
knew thoſe Men he mentioned for no other than 
what ſhe ſent them for, honeſt and diligent At- 
tendants, was to no purpoſe to make her appear 
leſs vile; and the Diſturbance of Soul which 
the Baron was in, damping the Power of ex- 
preſſing himſelf in as clear Terms as he wou'd 
have done, one of his Friends took upon him 
to addreſs the Lady in this manner. Madam, 
ſaid he, I fear that all you can ſay, or do, will 
be ineffectual to wipe off the Odium of an Ac- 


cuſation which ſo many Circumſtances concur 


to make appear but too juſt The unhappy 
Delirium which this much wrong'd Gentleman 
long labour'd under, is evident, from the man- 


ner in which he was ſeiz'd, the Teſtimony of 


the Phyſician who reſtored him, and ſeveral o- 
thers of the Learned that have been conſulted 
in it, that it proceeded from ſomething that had 
been given him, and not from any natural Diſ- 
order ; then your Behaviour, while he 
Janguiſh'd under that Misfortune, has been, I'm 
ſorry to ſay it, ſo contrary to what that of a 


Wife ſhou'd be, that it gives foul Suſpicions 
?rwas by your Means he ſwallow'd the Occaſion 
of his Diſtemper—— but for this laſt, this yet 


more monſtrous Contrivance, ro murder him, 
both Toncarr and Le Songe have confeſt it was 
from the Baroneſs they were to receive that vaſt 
Reward Du Lache had promis'd them. Tis im- 
poſſible to repreſent rhe Rage ſhe flew into at 
theſe Words, or the Imprecations ſhe made that 


every Article of this Accuſation was falſe ; but 


the Baron, now, too well convinc'd, growing 
impatient at her Obſtinacy, wou'd not or her to 
ſpeak much; and the Gentleman who had began to 

„ | diſcourſe 


the Miftaken Reſentment. 1 43 


diſcourſe her on this Occaſion, reſum'd it in 
theſe or the like Words: Where Proofs are 
plain, ſaid he, Denial but adds to the Crime, 
and juſtly aggravates the Perſon injur'd. Your 
' Caſe wou'd be infinitely more worthy Com- 


miſeration, if touch'd with a due Senſe of the 


Wrongs you have done the beſt of Husbands, 
you freely did acknowledge ir, and in that Ac- 
knowledgement make known for whoſe ſake, 
and by whoſe Artifices, you had been enſnared 
to forget all the Ties of Virtue, Honour and 
Gratitude, that we might take Revenge 'on 
the Deceiver, ſuch as his generous Heart, which 
burns with unextinguiſhable Love, can ne'er in- 
flict on you. The Barone/s was not more di- 
ſtrated at what ſhe had ſeen and heard, than 


perplex'd by what Means it came about that 
her Deſigns were diſcover'd; ſhe cou'd not 
think that either Toncarr or Le Songe, ſtaunch + 


and experienc'd Villains, ſhou'd, all of a ſud- 
den, feel Remorſe, much leſs believe that they 
ſhou'd, from any imagin'd Intereſt to them- 
ſelves, betray her, ſince from obliging her, a 
thouſand Advantages . were likely to accrue, 
which Men of their Principles cou'd never hope 
for from the Baron's Virtue; and being defi- 
rous to know the Certainty - Oh! 'tis I 
alone am wrong'd, ſaid ſhe; thoſe Wretches 
have been ſer on by ſome ſecret Enemy of the 
Baron's, whom to ſcreen from Juſtice, they 
throw the black Aſperſion of his Crimes on 
me! unhappy guiltleſs me! No Madam! 
anſwer'd he, they were but too faithful to the 
Truſt repos'd in them Vour noble Hus- 
band eſcap'd the horrid : Aſſaſſination by an Ac- 
cident almoſt miraculous, in which, thank Hea- 

ven, 


8 8 * — 
5 ; 


wigs, _ dg . 
ot, Tenn org nes = 


jw 


4 ory oo: * 3 


AA 
* 


x 
5 
ny 
« 
1 4 
F 
b 
* 
. 4 
+ 
8 
* * 
_ 
z ! 
N 
* 
| 
1 
1 
N 
4 
IS. 
F ® * 
* 
x 7 
45 
w 7 
{WV 
L 4 
* "1 
{ fi 
$ © 4 
Be Þ 
7 7 
2 
A 
+I 
1 
Ti i-t 
Ws * 
4 
f 
v 3 
4 
s 4 
I 
x, 
122 
„ 
oy 1 
% 
4 
7 » 1 
1 
4 4 
1 4 
2-21 
# + 17 
AY 
1+ 
Ad 
fn 
. 4 
# 17 
2 * 
. 
* 1 
1 $4 a 
* 
7 
* 1 
8 
0 * % 
* * * 
75 
114 
. 4 * 
7 * 
N 5 vs 
4 _ <q 
. 1 
* 
=, 
T 5 
IS 315 
8 
* 
' 5 
7.4% 
; 
I 
* 4 * 
5 4 
Je + 1 5 
inf 
„ 
7 4 i 
4 1 
40 
wb. 31 
| "uy 
be £2.07 
oY 
5 $$ 
80 1 
LY 11 
; . 
, =, 
* . 
1 3 
. 
* 1 
a 
n 
N 1 ; 
"of 


+ S 4£ 
551 
37 
2 5 
Cl 4 # . . 
9 i 
„ 
145 24-1) * 
34 
R oy © 
J%* 1 2 
Þ - - \ 7 
8 F 
4 
* 


F 144 The Iujurd Husbaud; or, 


ven, twas my good Fortune to be inſtrumen- 
„ tal. Chancing to ride that Way, I ſaw thoſe 
W Wretches with deteſted Hands abour to plunge 
. their cruel Swords in his defenceleſs Breaſt, I 
= ruſh'd between, with timely Aid preſerv'd him 
1 from their Treachery, and with the Aſſiſtance 
=. of my Servants, bound and pinion'd them ; ha- 
= ving firſt, by Threats of inſtant Death, ex- 
1 torted from their Mouths an Account of what 
5 they were, and how encourag'd to this vile 
1 Attempt.— They now are in Paris, in Cu- 

p y now a 4 
bl ſtody of the Officers of Juſtice, in whoſe Pre- 
. ſence they have been oblig'd to make Oath of 
"i what before they had declared they ſtill 
48 ſtick firm to what they alledg'd at firſt, and I 
lament there is no room to hope my Friend is 
18 leſs unhappy than he thinks himſelf in his fair 
* Wife's Unkindneſs. All the Courage which this 
1 unexpected Turn of Fortune had left the Ba- 
18 roxeſs, forſook her at theſe Words; ſhe cou'd 
1 not be aſſur'd ſhe was convicted, without be- 
LL ing as certain ſhe ſhou'd meet with the Pu- 
1 niſhment which her Crime deſerv'd all her 
= Policy forſook her, ſheno longer had the Power 
„ of diſſembling, nor durſt lift up her Eyes to 
him ſhe knew wrong'd beyond a Poſſibility of 
1 Forgiveneſs. Streams of unfeigned Tears 
Got now trickled down her Checks real Sighs 
_ heav'd her diſorder'd Breaſt, and if ſhe felt not 
WW - a true Repentance for her Guilt, ſhe did a ſevere 
FA Kegret for the Condition it had reduc'd her to. 
Fg — The Baron, fully acquainted with her Unwor- 
= _-thineſs, and ſenſible of his own too great Good- 
_- nature, dared not truſt himſelf to look upon her 
8 long, left his relenting Heart ſhou'd pardon all, 
and be again deluded ; but turning to the Gen- 
1 tlemen 
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tlemen who had accompany'd him, Come wor⸗ 


thy Friends, ſaid he, we trifle time with this 
ungrateful Woman; it yet remains to bring to 
Juſtice the chief Agent of her Crimes for 


her, if Conſcience, by repeated Crimes, be not 
quite loſt and ſtifled in her Soul, twill find a 


Voice to ſpeak and to upbraid, open the mon- 
ſtrous Legend of her Actions, and with the 
black Remora's drive her mad. He went out 


of the Chamber with theſe Words, which were 


the laſt ſhe ever heard him ſpeak z for tho? 
when {ſhe had a little recover'd herſelf, the ſent 
a thouſand times to beg a Moment's Audience; 
he never cou'd be prevail'd upon to grant it, or 
to ſee ner more. 5 ff 
After they had left her, Du Lache was ſought 
thro' every Room in the Houſe, for the Baron 
was preſently inform'd by ſame of the Servants, 
that he had been there conceal'd : but that Vil- 
lain was, by this time, paſt their reach; and 


tho' there was all imaginable Diligence made 


uſe of to diſcover where he was, yet many Days 
paſs'd over without being able to give the leaſt 


Account of him. By this Means the Tryals of 


Le Songe and Toncarr were delay'd, the Baron 
thinking it neceſſary to have both the Accuſers 
and Impeach'd Face to Face. They were 
kept in cloſe Priſon however, and the Baroneſs 
confined to her Ghamber, withour ſo much as 
Harriot, or any Servant ſhe had ever ſeen before, 
to attend her. "> LI 
I inthe Baron's Soul there was the leaſt Spark 
of Tenderneſs remaining for his perfidious Wife; 
he ſoon met with what was ſufficient to extin- 
guiſh it, when * over the Accounts 20 
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146 The Injurd Husband; or, 


his Eſtate, and ſeeing under her own Hand to 


his Banker and Steward the exorbitant De- 
mands ſhe had made on them, he found that in 
three Years, the Term of their being together, 
ſhe had conſum'd more ready Money (for he 
was immenſely rich) than wou'd have ſupported 
the Retinue of the firſt Prince of the Blood for 


twice as long: Bills, alſo, for Debts ſhe had con- 


tracted, were hourly brought him for Expences 
of ſo ſuperfluous and luxurious a fort, that his 
Amazement at an Extravagance ſo unbounded, 


fo unexampled, was almoſt equal to his Chagrin 


at being oblig'd ro diſcharge them. Beſides, as 
it is the way of the World to expoſe in their 
worſt Colours the Vices of a Perſon in Diſgrace, 
his Ears were continually teiz'd with ſome new 
Account of her ill Conduct; and tho' it was 
ſcarce poſſible to report her more vile than ſhe 
really was, *tis certain there was nothing of the 
Truth omitted. Lo 
The dejected Beauclair was, perhaps, the only 
Perſon in Town whom this Adventure had not 
reach'd; his Soul was too much taken up in the 
Contemplation of his own Misforrunes to liſten 
to thoſe of another. As ſoon as he rerurn'd to 
Paris, and had got to his Lodgings, he threw 
himſelf into Bed, from which none of his Ser- 
vants (who were entirely ignorant what it was 
that difordered him, or where he had been) 
cou'd prevail on him to riſe, or to admit the 
Viſits of any of his Acquaintance. A young Che- 
valier coming to lodge in the ſame Houle, ex- 
preſs'd a prodigious Concern when he was told 


his Neighbour's melancholy Condition. He ſent 


to entreat the Liberty of viſiting him, bur was 


refus'd, 


9 
1 


TR 


:he Miſtaken Reſentment. 147 
refus'd, till one Day, happening ro fee a Ser- 
vant going in with ſomething his Maſter wanted, 
he took that Opportunity (which probably he 
had watch'd for) to beg that Favour himſelf. It 
was not in the Power of any Misfortune ro make 
Beauclair forget that Gentleman-like, complai- 
fant Behaviour which render'd his Converſation 
as charming to the Y/omen, as the Soundneſs of 
his Judgment, and almoſt an univerſal Know- 
ledge of every beneficial Study, made it eſteem'd 
and covered by the Men, and cou'd not avoid 
doing the Civility of his Chamber, when one 
== who appear'd ſo much a Gentleman defir'd in 
== Perſon to be admitted: befide, there was ſome- 
= thing ſo extremely engaging in the Air and 
Mein of this young Chevalier, Which, whether 
he wou'd or no, attracted his Admiration; he 
a immediately charm'd with him without 

nowing that he was ſo, and began to find a Plea- 
ſure in converſing with him, ſuch as had been 
a Stranger to his Soul, ſince his breaking off 
with Montamour. He fancy'd, indeed, he Sus 
ſomething in his Features, and the Accent of his 
Voice, ſo much reſembling that Lady's, that had 
it ſeem'd poſſible, he ſhou'd have believ'd it her; 
but that was a vain and ſoon- rejected Thought, 
— ſhe was far off— ſhut up within a Monaſtery, 

— tho' had ſhe been near, and at Liberty, 
there was little likelyhood that ſhe, who wou'd 
not by all his Entreaties be won to grant him 
one' Moment's willing Audience, when he had 
riſqu'd ſuch imminent 8 aa to obtain it, ſhou'd 
come, of her own accord, to ſeek him, at his 
own Lodgings, and in a Garb ſo much mn 
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148 The Injur d Husband; or, 
able to her Nicety and Reſerve. Beſides, the 
Chevalier had darker Hair, a far leſs delicate 
Complection, and a certain Boldneſs in his Look, 
becoming enough in one of his Sex, but vaſtly 
different from that modeſt Mildneſs he had al-. 
ways ſeen in hers. The bare Imagination, how- |* 
ever, that there was a Likeneſs, tho' never fo 
{mall a one, was ſufficient to make him valu- 
able. He was fo far from being chagrin'd ar the 
Intruſion, that he became a Petitioner for the 
fame Favour the next Day, and the other was 
too well fatisfied in entertaining him not to 
comply with his Requeſt; there ſoon grew an 
Intimacy between them, which ſeem'd rather 
the Conſequence of many Years Acquaintance, 
than a few Days. Tis very difficult for the 
Tongue to forbear ſpeaking ſomething of what 
the Soul is full of: the deſpairing Beauclair, 
wholly taken up with his Paſſion, cou'd not fir 
ſo many Hours with his new Friend without 
revealing the whole Hiſtory of it to him, —— 
he let him into every Particular of his Tranſ- 
greſſion, and Repentance for ir, complain'd of 
the uncommon Severity of Montamour, and en- 
treated his Advice: Nor was he, while making 
this Recital, agitated with more violent Emo- 
tions than the Hearer of it appear'd to be. The 
Young Vrayment (for ſo he call'd himſelf) di- 
ſcover'd he had a Heart, tender, and ſuſceptible 
of Love's ſoft Impreſſion: He cou'd not liſten 
to ſome Paſſages, and reſtrain his Tears, nor ſuf- 
fer a Sigh from Beauclair io paſs unanſwer'd by 
one of his own. But when he found he was be- 
ginning to accuſe the Cruelty and unforgiving 

Lemper 


D 


7 


Temper of his Miſtreſs, he cou'd not forbear 
taking her Part. Ah Monſieur Beauclair! faid he, 
in ſpite of the Pity due to whar I ſee you ſuffer, 
and the Inclination I have to be of your fide, 
Juſtice now obliges me to engage in the Defence 
of one I know not, againſt him whoſe Friend- 
ſhip I profeſs an Ambition to become worthy of. 
I cannot think the Proceedings of that Lady are 


in the leaſt to be condemn'd ; had ſhe acted other- 


wiſe, you might indeed have applauded the Ef- 
fects of a Paſſion which made you Maſter of your 
Wiſhes, but what muſt the diſintereſted part of 
the World have thought of her Behaviour? 
Wou'd not the Meanneſs of her Spirit, and her 
eaſie Fondneſs, have been the Subject of Ridicule? 
by what your felf has ſaid, I find the loves you 


loves you with a Tenderneſs, at leaſt, equal to 


your own— and, doubtleſs, when ſhe pronounc'd 
the Sentence of your eternal Baniſhment, felt 
Torments greater than ſhe gave: — But, there 
are ſome ſorts of Injuries which Honour cannor 
pardon ; among which, I think thoſe are ſhe has 
received from you! Yet Heaven, cry'd the half 
diſtracted Beauclair, forgives the Penitent Offender. 
Yes, reſum'd the other, bur here the Caſe is 
widely different: the Heavenly Mercy is ac- 
countable to nothing but it ſelf; but we poor 
Mortals, whoſe Actions are cenſur'd by each o- 
ther, and ſcarce the beſt can ſcape Reflection, 
mult be cautious, ever watchful, how we tread 
that ſlippery Road, the World's Opinion; for 
Reputation is ſo nice a thing, ſo tinely wrought ! 
ſo liable ro break ! the leaſt falſe Step disjoints 
the beauteous Frame, and down we fink in end- 

| 3 1 
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150 The Injurd Husband; or, 
leſs Infamy - Conſider, added he, the Rea- 


% 


ſons why Women are, by our Saligue Law, de- 
barr'd from reigning ? Why, in all Nations of 
the Earth, excluded from publick Management ? 
us'd but as Toys, little immaterial Amuſements 
to trifle awey an Hour of idle Time with! is 


it not becauſe their Levity of Nature, their 


weak Irreſolution, pleas'd and diſpleas'd oft at 
they know not what, and always in Extreams, 
makes them unfit for Counſel, for Secrecy, or 
Action? if one among them can tow'r a- 
bove the Follies of her Sex, and awe her en- 


crgaching Paſſions with ſuperior Reaſon, we 


ſhould admire a Virtue fo uncommon, 
and tho' the Freedom of my Speech ſhou'd loſe 
me the Honour of your Friendſhip, the Love l 
bear to Truth obliges me to ſay that, in my O- 
pinion, had Montamour granted to your Incon- 
-ſtancy that Kind Reward its contrary had me- 
rited, ſhe had proved the Lover, but not the Wo- 
man of Diſcretion, and had been guilty of an In- 
juſtice to herſelf, which I know not how ſhe 
wou'd have been able to account for. This 
manner of arguing wou'd not, perhaps, have been 
very agreeable to Monſieur Beauclair, had it come 
from any other Mouth, but nothing was unpar- 
donable from this young Favourite; he had al- 
ready gain'd ſo great an Aſcendant over him, 
that it was in his Power to perſuade him almoſt 
to any thing. Hurried by the Violence of his 
Deſpair, he had certainly had recourſe to ſome 
deſperate Remedy, to eaſe the preſent Anguiſn, 


had nor the other's prudent Advice, and philo- 
tophical Reaſonings (which ſeem'd far above bis 


Age 


the Miſtaken Reſentment." 151 


Age) interpoſed to ſtay him: Whenever he found 
him more than ordinarily ſad he wou'd endea- 
vour to divert his Griefs, or when he found him 
(as ſometimes he did) tranſported with Exceſs 
of Paſſion, and appearing like one totally de- 
priv'd of Reaſon, he wou'd for a while give 
way to the Tempeſt of his Deſpair, then gently 
parly with the Fury, till by degrees he ſooth'd 
it to a Calm. Never Man, overwhelm'd 
like him in Sorrows, met a Comforter ſo kind, 
ſo induſtrious, and ſo artful in allaying them; he 
look'd on him as his Guardian Angel, ſent down 
from Heaven to ſoften his impetuous Paſſions, 
and reſtore his Peace. It was ſeldom they were 
aſunder, but whenever it happen'd ſo, each 
ſeem'd to want the better half of himſelf: 
they eat together drank together, and Beau- 
clair wou'd very fain have perſuaded him to take 
part of his Bed; but the other excus'd himſelf 
from that; he told him, that having been guilty 
of ſome youthful Follies, the Church had for- 
bad him, by way of Mortification, the Eaſe of 
repoſing in a Bed, for a certain Time; when 
Morning comes, ſaid he, I throw my ſelf up- 
on it, and tumble the Cloaths, to prevent the 
People of the Houſe from taking notice, but for 
many Nights paſt have reſted on the Floor. 
Beauclair was himſelf too ſtrict an Obſerver of 
the Orders of the Church, to preſs him far- 
ther, and theſe were the only Hours in which 
they were ſeparated, Neither of them had been 
abroad ſince they came to Paris; and Beauclair, 
ſomething more eaſie than he had been, began 
to think it a piece of Ingratitude that he had 
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152 The Injurd Husband; or, 
not yet paid a Viſit to the friendly Friar, by 


whole Inſtructions he had firſt gain'd Admit. 
tance to Montamour: he told Yrayment of it, and 
that he wou'd that Day paſs ſome Hours with 
him; the other offer'd to accompany him if he 


| approv'd of it, which not being thought ar all 


improper, they both went to the Convent, where 
they were told, the Perfon they enquir'd for was 
extremely ill, and unfit for Converſation z bur 
Beauclair, whoſe Intimacy with him authoriz'd 
his Freedom, ran immediately to his Cell, leav- 
ing the Chevalier to divert himſelf in the Cloy- 
zer Walles, till his Return. But how great was 
his Aftoniſhment, when after having paid his 
Civilities to the Friar, and turning his Eyes a 
little on one fide, he ſaw a Perſon fitting on the 
Bed by him, whom, in ſpite of the Darkneſs of 
the Place, he preſently knew to be Du Lache! 
All the Rage and Violence of Paſhon, which by 
the Artifices of his agreeable Companion were 
a little huſh'd to Peace, return'd at the Sight of 
this Villain : ſcarce cou'd he reſtrain himſelf 
from ſacrificing him that Moment to his Re- 
ſentment. Villain! deteſted Monſter, cry'd he, 
have I found thee! Comeſt thou to ſcatter 
thy abhorr'd Practices among the Saints — 

He rook him by the Throat, with theſe W ords 
and dragging him from the Bed, had his Sword 
half out; when the timorous Wretch, fearful 
to die, tho? unable to live, fell on his Knees, and 
begg'd him to forgive him; and the poor {ſick 
Friar, ſtrangely alarm'd at what he ſaw and heard, 
cry'd out to him to forbear, and whatever his 


Injuries were, not to prophane that holy Place 


with 


the Miſtalen Reſentment. 153 
with Blood. This Remonſtrance a little 
brought Beauclair to himſelf, and having begg'd 


his Pardon for giving him this Diſturbance, he 
turn'd to Da Lache, Riſe, ſaid he, thou unwor- 


thy of the Name of Man! Oh Monſieur ! 
interrupted he, (by this time a little more aſ- 


ſur'd) for the Love of Heav'n do not quite undo 
me- I am already as miferable as your 
Wiſh can make me do not betray me here, 
and my whole future Life ſhall be ſpent in 
an Endeavour to expiate the paſt. What new 
Deceit, reſum'd Beauclair, thou execrable Lyar! 
woud'ſt thou now impoſe: upon me? Per- 
mir me but a Moment's patient hearing, anſwer'd 
the other, and I will confeſs all J have done,— 
you ſhall be let into the whole Secret, which 


as yet it is impottible you can know without 


me. 

Tho' there was little of Truth to be expected 
from this Villain, yet Beauclair was willing to 
liſten to what he had to ſay, and perceiving he 
wou'd not declare himſelf before the Fryar, went 


with him out of the Room : The Cloyſter Walks 


were pretty full of Company, and they walk'd 
together into a little Field behind the Convent, 
where Du Lache, as he had promis'd, related to 
Beauclair every Particular of the Treaſons he had 
been guilty of both to him and Montamour; he 
told him alſo, that the Baron de Tortillee, being 
perfectly recover'd of his Frenzy was return'd to 
Paris, and incens'd againſt his Lady Had taken 
care to deprive her of all thoſe Gallantries ſhe 
formerly had fo freely indulg'd in, by confining 
her to her Chamber; and that himſelf, look'd on 
as a Perſon inſtrumental in her Amogrs, was pro- 
| ſecuted 
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ſecuted with his fevereſt Reſentment, and that, 
on that Account, and the misfortune of ſome 
Debts, he had been oblig'd to abſcond, and con- 
cealing his Name in that of another, take ſhelter 
in this Convent, where the Charity of the Fa- 
thers was all his Dependance. Tho' Beauclair had 
been before wholly aſſur'd of the Innocence of 
Montamour, yet he cou'd not be inform'd of the 


Truth of thoſe Artifices by which he had been 


enſnar'd into a contrary Opinion, without lifting 
up his Eyes and Hands in token of Amazement; 
and tho' he knew nothing of the diſtracting Po- 
tion which had been given to the Baron, his 
intended Murder, nor a thouſand other helliſh 
Practices, yet he ſtood ſtruck dumb with Wonder 
that there cou'd be three ſuch prodigious Vil- 
lains in the World, as Da Lache, and his Confe- 
But while he was 
thus employ'd, an Accident hapned, which more 


than ever inform'd him, how dangerous it was 


for a Man of Honour to be of the Acquaintance 
of ſuch Wretches. 


Fall of troubled Cogitations, the unhappy Ha- | 


rom avoided as much as poſſible all Society; his 
Misfortunes were publick, and he cou'd not 
imagine any body look'd on him withour Pitying, 
or deſpiſing that Weakneſs which bad ſuffer'd 
him to fall into them; Chance, or his ill Genius, 
led him into. that Field, at the very Hour, at 
the very Moment, that theſe two were in Con- 


ference. He immediately knew the Villain he 


ſo long had ſought, but the fight of Beauclair 
fill'd him with more Violent Agitations: ever 
ſince the knowledge of his Wrongs, he had ima- 


gin'd this Gentleman was the prime Cauſe of 


them; 
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them; nor was this Thought altogether oppoſite 
to Reaſon, conſidering the Manner in which be 
once had found him with his Wife, and now be- 
holding him thus accompany'd was ſufficient to 
confirm thoſe Conjectures—— Now all the Inju- 
ries he had ſuſtain'd, his violated Honour—his 


ruin'd Fortune——his Madneſs his intended 
Murder! all at once preſented theraſelves to his 
Remembrance ——and fatally tranſported with 


Exceſs of Rage, he drew his Sword, aad flew on 
the aſtoniſn'd Beauclair, giving him no other 
warning of the Danger which he threatned, than 
that Action: It was indeed ſufficient to make 
him ſtand upon his Guard, but being defirous to 
know on what Account or by whom he was ſo 
Challeng'd (for in his preſent Surprize he ſaw 
not that it was the Baron) he ſtept two or three 
Steps back, and was opening his Mouth to en- 
quire the Cauſe of fo unexpected a Salutation, 
when the other, ſtill advancing, cry'd out to him 
to ſtay; Recoyl nor, baſe unworthy Man! diſho- 
nourable Beauclair! ſaid he; bur if you are not 
Coward too as well as Villain, defend the W rongs 
you have done me with the ſame Boldneſs as you 
acted them. Ha! replyed Beauclair, equally pro- 
vok'd, and who art thou who dar'ſt to joyn ſuch 
Language with the Name of Beauclair ?*——ls 
it poſſible (continu'd he, looking more earneſtly 
on him) that the Baron de Tortillie {ſhould fo for- 
get himſelf? *Tis thou, reſum'd the impatient 
Baron, that haſt forgot thy Virtue—— debaſed 
the Honour of thy noble Family and rendred 
thy ſelf a Companion of Panders, Vagabonds, 
and Ruffians but we trifle time, — this Wo- 
man's War of Words is not for Men, who ought 

— — to 


— 


uncertain; but Beauclair had the good Fortune 
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to hate, like us! As much addicted to Paſſion as 
Beauclair naturally was, he wou'd if poſſible 
have avoided this Combat, but the other reſolv- 
ing to afford no longer Parly, preſs'd on him ſo 
hard, that he was oblig'd ro make uſe of his beſt 
Skill for his Defence. Du Lache had all this 
while his Sword out too, not with a Deſign to 
prevent them from doing each other a Miſchief, 
bur to take part with which ever was like to be 
the Conqueror. The Baron, whether it was that 
he was leſs expert, or that Tranſported by his 
Fury he ruſh'd too eagerly on his Antagoniſt, is 


ro diſarm him at the third Paſs. Sufficiently ſatis- 
fied with this Advantage, and rejoyc'd this Ad- 
venture had terminated in no worſe a Cataſtrophe, 
he was preparing to re-deliver him his Sword, 
with all complaiſant, and ſincere Inclinations 
imaginable for a thorough Reconciliation, when 
rhe miſchievous Stander-by ſtab'd him in the 
Back with ſo accurſt a Force, that the unhappy 
Gentleman fell with the Wound, and ſpoke, 
nor breath'd, no more. Thus ended a Life, 
which, if not blemiſh'd by a too great Affecti- 
on for the moſt Vile of Women, might have 
been long and happy. Beauclair, ſtruck motionleſs 
with ſudden Horror at a Deed ſo monſtrous, 
ſeem'd like one transfix'd with Thunder, and 
before he cou'd recolle&t himſelf enough for 
Speech, or the Murderer cou'd determine what 
Way wou'd afford moſt Security for his Eſcape, 
they were encompaſſed by a Crowd of People 
which the Cries of the Chevalier Prayment had 
drawn together. That young Spark having ſeen 
Beauclair and Du Lache (whom he very well 
knew) go haſtily croſs the Walks, he follow'd 
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chem into the Field, apprehenſive that they were 
gone thither on no friendly purpoſe. He obſerv'd 
their Behaviour at a diſtance, till the approach of 
the Baron, and the manner in which he accoſted 
Beauclair, made him reſolve to truſt nothing to 
Fortune, but rimely endeavour to hinder what- 
ever Conſequences either Rage or Treachery 
might attempt; yet fearful to leave 'em while 


he ran for Help, he bethoughr him of calling- 
to ſome Men whom he ſaw cleaning the way on 


the other ſide of the Wall which encompals'd 
the Field he was in: They preſently reſounded 
the cry of Murder, which ecchoing from one 
to the other, gather'd Numbers immediately, 
which tho' they had a good way to come round, 
were at the Heels of Vrayment when he got to 
the fatal Scene. Du Lache, when they came 
near, was looking wildly round as tho? diſtracted 


with the Horrors of his Guilt, his Sword lying 


on the Graſs dyed to the Hilt with Blood. 
Beauclair with both the Swords ſtill in his Hand, 
his Head a little reclin'd, and ſtooping over the 
dead Body, which was fallen juſt at his Feer. 
The ſight of Yrayment, and the Noiſe of thoſe 
that follow'd rous'd him from his Lethargy, and 
he preſently cry'd Oh my Friend! behold this 
dreadful Object then turn your Eyes on that 
Conſummate Fiend, (whom yet you know not, 
but by my Deſcription) the curs'd Dax Lache. Be- 
fore the Perſon to whom theſe Words were ad- 
dreſs'd cou'd make any Reply, a robuſt Fellow, 
bawl'd out, A dreadful Murder indeed, my Ma- 
ſters, but 'tis hard to know which of theſe two, 
or whether both are not guilty of ir: *Tis true, 


ſaid another, therefore let us carry em both a- 


way 
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way to the Officers of Juſtice: Ay, ay, hol- 


low'd out the whole Crowd, away with them 


both. It wou'd have been bur to little purpoſe 
to have argued with the Multitude, had they 
endeavour'd it; but Beauclair was willing to go, 
that the murd'rous Da Lache might receive the 
due Reward of all his Crimes; nor did that 
Wretch ſeem now ſo timorous as might have been 
expected from his Cowardly Diſpoſition, he fed 
himſelf with a ſecret Hope, that he might be 
able by his Inſinuations to make Beauclair appear 
at leaſt a Party concerned, if not a chief Inftru- 
ment of the Baron's Death; which if he cou'd 
once bring to be believ'd, the Sentence muſt be 
the ſame on both, and then he doubted not but 
that Gentleman had Intereſt enough to procure 
a Pardon, which muſt, where the Guilt was e- 
qual, extend to one as well the other. The Che- 
valier was not at all diſſatisfied, as not doubt- 
ing but the bloody Sword of Du Lache, and his 
own Evidence, who ſaw the Murder, wou'd be 
ſufficient to clear Beauclair immediately; but he 
found himſelf miſtaken. The known Amour which 
he had had with the Wife of the deceas'd, and 
the Intimacy which had been taken notice of 
between bim and the Murderer, went a great 
way to make him appear guilty of conſenting to 
his Death : but nothing cou'd be determin'd till 
the Tryal, which was order'd ſhou'dbe in a few 
Days, and in the mean time both were ſent to 
= neither being allow'd the Privilege of 
ail. | 
Vrayment appeared much more concerned than 
Beauclair was for himſelf, and omitted nothing, 
during the time of his Confinement, which 
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cou'd 
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the Miftaken Reſentment. 1 59 
cou'd be expected from the moſt zealous Friend- 
ſhip: He went to all his Acquaintance, to engage 
them to appear in his behalf on the Day pre- 
fix'd for the Tryal. But tho' many did, and his 
Character was ſuch, as cou'd give no one leave 
to imagine he cou'd be guilty of a Baſeneſs ſuch 
as he was call'd in Queſtion for; yet the Baron's 
Relations were ſo vigorous in their Proſecution, 
that in ſpite of all Vrayment (who ſaw the whole 
Tranſaction) cou'd ſay, the Court began to think 
it wou'd be very difficult to acquit him. The 
Baroneſs having, by Toncarr and Le Songe, been 
accuſed of a Deſign to murder her Husband, 
was alſo ſummon'd to appear; and Da Lache hav- 
ing found means to ſend to her while he was in 
Priſon, let her know the only way for their com- 
mon Safety was to accuſe Beauclair: She did it, 
to his Face, with an Aſſurance ſuch as ſure no 
Woman but her ſelf cou'd ever boaſt; and to 
make her Evidence bear the greater appearance 
of Truth, with counterfeited Bluſhes, and 
Streams of Tears, ſhe confeſt her Criminal Af- 
fection for him had won her Conſent to the Ba- 
ron's Death, that ſhe might give her ſelf wholly 
ro him. Never was any Soul Alarm'd, Confus'd, 
1 like Beauclair, when he heard this 
monſtrous Allegation; ſcarce cou'd he contain 
himſelf in the preſence of the Judge (who hap- 
ned to be the Brother of Montamour) from ſpeak- 
ing to that bad Woman, when he denied what 
he was charg'd with, in terms ſuch as her Impu- 
dence deſerv'd ; but all that he cou'd ſay with- 
out being guilty of an Indecorum to Modeſty, 
or Irreverence to the Preſence he was in, he 
did. This Accuſation however had a very great 
Influence 
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challenge my Eſteem 


tering theſe Words the Judge look'd on him 
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Influence on the Judge, who imagin'd preſently 
that this Amour was the occaſion of his Siſter's 
breaking with him; and the Indignity which he 
thought was offer'd ro his Family, by preferrin 

a Woman of the Baroneſs's Character to a Ma 
whoſe Reputation had ever been Unblemiſh'q, 


heighten'd his Diſpleaſure againſt the Priſoner 


to ſo great a Degree, that he was juſt going to 
pronounce him deſerving the ſame Fate with 
Du Lache; when Yrayment, eaſily gueſſing what 


his Thoughts were, and diſtracted to find all he 


cou'd do to fave him was in vain, And is then 
my Evidence, my Lord, ſaid he, no more to be 
regarded? I, who was Witneſs to every part of 
the whole Action, and know Beauclair as free 
from any ſhare in this Guilt as Heaven is from 
Falſhood ; or Hell, or theſe his vile Accuſers, 
from Truth——You ſpeak with Paſſion, young 
Monſieur ! reply'd the Judge, which in a caſe 
like this favours too much of Partiality, to 
be regarded——You are his Friend and Friend- 
ſhip may be byaſs'd. I ſcorn the Thought (in- 
terrupted fiercely the enrag'd Yrayment) I love 
Beauclair tis true, but tis becauſe his Virtues 
did I but think he 
cou'd forgo his Honour, and become an Accom- 
plice with theſe horrid Wretches,I wou'd be the 
firſt ſhou'd urge your Juſtice to condemn him: 
But as I know him clear ——clear as my own 
Soul as yours my Lord, or any here, from 
ſuch deteſted Crimes, I muſt, I will ſtand up in 
his Vindication, tho' the whole World ſhould 
cenſure and hate me for it. While he was ut- 
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with an Eye which ſpoke Amazement; and not 
replying preſently, a Friend of the dead Barons, 
one who had appeared the moſt zealous of any 
of them in his Revenge, took this opportunity 
to endeavour to weaken what this young Cham- 
pion had offer'd in defence of Beauclair. I hope 
my Lord! faid he, the Teſtimony of one, bold 
tho' he ſeems, ſo much unknown, and doubtleſs 
bought, will be of little weight, when Circum- 
ſtances ſo plain make void his Evidence. Injuri- 
ous Man (reſum'd the little Heroe) know I was 
bred to hate a Lie — Nor ſhall I be unknown 
when he by whoſe Sentence I, in my Friend, muſt 
ſtand or fall, ſhall ſee this Token. With theſe 
Words he pluck'd a Ring off his Finger and 
preſented it to the Judge, who after he had taken 
it, look'd carefully on it, then on him that gave 
it, and riſing from his Seat, I am enough con- 
vinc'd ſaid he, and here pronounce the Witneſs 
moſt ſubſtantial, and Beauclair innocent. 
Let the Court adjourn z To-morrow the other 
Priſoners muſt attend their Doom. It was to 
little effect that the Friends of the Deceas'd pe- 
tition'd, for a further hearing. The univerſal Joy 
which appear'd in the Faces of all the diſinte- 
reſted Part of the Aſſembly, and the loud Clap 
which-they gave when Beauclair was acquitted, 
huſh'd the feeble Murmurs of the contrary Par- 
ty. As the Judge paſs'd by the Bar where 
Beauclair was ſtanding, he took him by the 
Hand, and ſpeaking to him in a low Voice; 
Dine with me To- day, ſaid he, and beſure to 
bring your young Advocate with you. The 
other had/ no time to make any other Anſwer 
to this obliging Invitation, than a low Bow; 


$87. 
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I ſay it is a Secret, which at preſent you muſt 


reſum'd Beauclair, but perhaps, at the Judges 


but the Surprize he was in at this ſudden 
Change of bis Affairs Wis ſuch, as it wou'd be 
very difficult to repreſent; he cou'd not how- 
ever, in this publick Place, have leiſure for Re- 
flection; he was immediately ſurrounded by a 
gu Number of his Friends and Acquaintance, 
ho came to congratulare him on being elear d; 
when the Prefs was a little over, Vrapmen cane 
to him, and with a Countenance much 
more grave than he had ever ſeen him wear, . 
You afe now ſafe, Monſieur! ſaid he; but be- 
wire how you hereafter enter into Engage- 
ments with Perſons of the Baroneſf's Humour. 
Beauclair, unwilling to hold any Diſcourſe on an 
Affair Which he wou'd have been glad to bu- 
ry in Oblivion, anſwered theſe Words only with 
a Sigh and a little ſhaking of his Head ; but 
after he had embrac'd® and thank'd him for 
the Service he had done him, owning it was to 
him (as indeed it was) that he was indebted for 
his Life, he entreated bim to inform him, by 
what Means he came to know the Fudge, and 
what the Myſtery of the Ring was, which, 
like ſome Enehanthene had the Power in 4 
Moment to unlock his Fetters and reverſe his 
Doom: Of that, reply'd Vrapnem, you ſhall 
be told hereafter; but you muſt pardon me it 
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not be inform'd of. I will not preſs ir then, 


Houſe, to which he has engag'd me to bring 
you To- day, you will be good-natur'd enough 
ro eaſe my Curioſity. Tis highly poffible in- 
deed, anfwer'd the Chevalier, that there the 
Riddle may be: ſolv d. They xaſſed from this 
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to ſeveral other Subjects of Converſation rela- 


ting to the Tryal ; till the Hour drawing near 
in which they were to wait on the judge, 
Prayment excus'd himſelf from goiog with bim, 


faying he had ſome Buſineſs another Way 
which he was obliged to diſpatch, | but When 


that was ended, he might expe& to fee bin; 
the other. entreating him not to fail, took his 
Ä for a much longer Time than he ima- 
ind... "Ms 1 a 

: The Judge, who waited with Impatience for 
their coming, receiv'd Beauclair with all ima- 
ginable Civility and Kindneſs, till finding he 
was alone, he a little alter'd his Countenance, 
and with a Voice which expreſſed his Niſ- 
content, What Monfeeur ) faid he, wau'd ſhe 


not come ? ——- or did you fear to truſt 


her in a Brother's Houſe? What means my 
Lord? cry'd the other, (more ſurpriz'd, if pat- 


ſible, at theſe Words, than at all his late Ad- 


ventures.) You counterfeit a Conſternation well, 


reſum'd the former, rho' I know not for what 
Cauſe ——— My Meaning needs, I think, no 
Explanation — you were not, as I take it, 
the only invited Gueſt! ———— Mott true, my 
Lord! anſwered Beauclair, and cou'd my Per- 


| ſuaſions have prevail'd on the Chevalier Fray- 


ment, to put off to another Day a Buſineſs 


he had appointed on this, I had not ſingly. 


waited on you. The Judge thinking bimſelf 
trifled with, began to loſe great Paft of his 
Patience: You do ill, Monſieur! ſaid he, to re- 
ward the kind Intentions I had for you, in 


this Manner, Why do you pretend o 
. 0M >ii: tf 24nng 1 keep 
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164 The Injur d Husband; or, 
keep me in Ignorance of what by this Time 
you muſt be ſenſible I know full well? 


a 
% - 


Why, when I demand to fee my Siſter, do 


you make an Excuſe for the Abſence of the 


Chevalier Yrayment ? Ha! (interrupted the 
tranſported Lover, half wild *rwixt Ecſtacy and 


Wonder) what ſaid your Lordſhip 2 —— your 


Siſter! ——- Oh bleſs my exulting Soul, and 
tell me all !- Is it poſſible (rejoin'd her Bro- 


ther) that you ſhou'd need be told by any bur 


- herſelf, that Montamour and Vrayment are the 
ſame? Oh Heavens! cry'd Beauclair, now 


quite - o'ercome with Rapture, Oh all ye gra- 


-cious Powers ! is it poſſibſe? All that he cou'd 


fay was ſcarce ſufficient to make the Judge be- 
lieve his Siſter cou'd be in Paris, and fo inti- 
mate with her Lover, and remain unknown 


to him, till he recounted to him, his Progreſs 
to the Monaſtery, the Severity of her Uſage 
to him there, and the Improbability there was 
that ſhe ſhou'd have altered her Reſolution. 


Neither of them knew what to think. 

that it was ſhe was evident, though her Hair 
and Complection were alter'd, which might 
eaſily be perform'd by Art. The Features of 


her Face, her Voice, were perfectly known to 
her Brother; and more than all, the Ring ſhe 
gave him, which was one he had pur on he 


Finger at parting, left no room to doubt it 


was any other than herſelf : but how ſo won- 
derful a Change had happen'd, or for what 


Reaſon ſhe had left the Monaſtery ſo diſguis'd, 
and come in Search of the Man ſhe had fo 
induſtriouſly ſtrove to avoid, was what puzled 
the Capacities of them both. After ſome lit- 


the 


BY n 6 1 . , — r n * 2 * TI 
N : þ 25 3 RS 3 n 2 
A 2 - * "a ee TELLS BL "x" 1 8 
> - #08 . - « IF 412 — > 
\ : - "RE. yo at & (8 LEES 5 A >. A #5 
* WS "> - ds HC PT ANC: e RT 9 757 4 * vb 8 N 8 « ' * > - W e 
FF ˙¹üaA ß . be St N ROK» a CE „ og Ine RET ITAL, ä n Sei 
* 2 z d ES Ids NY ̃ ET EDS ror WE Cale EE NEAT 0 te =o 2 ä ON REES Fo a * by hg 
8 g P _ SY OI 88 J 34-2567 be * 2 5 * * rr þ C . 
LS OO ER US og NT 2 EE 227 2 - EI 3 mg 


— 5 OST, 1 q 
5 r 3 
5 8 3 
5 * PET. N 
r 


3 
N 


3 


2 


the Miſtaken Reſentment. 165 
tle Time of Expectation, Beauclair began to 
fear, that it was in vain to hope ſhe wou'd 
make good her Promiſe of meeting him there, 
and ran Home, - believing he might probably 
find her; but how great was his Diſappoint- 
ment, when he was told the Chevalier had diſ- 
charged his Lodgings, and had not given any 
Intimation where he deſign'd to go. Full of a 
thouſand perplex'd Reflections for this ſecond 
Ruin of his Hopes, he return'd to her Bro- 
ther with the melancholy Account, and found 
him reading a Letter he had juſt receiv'd from her. 
As ſoon as the Brother of Montamour {aw 
him enter, You need not, Monſieur! ſaid he, 
give your ſelf the Trouble of repeating our 
common Mis fortune; the Perſon we both, 
tho' prompted by different Emotions, are ſo 
impatient to Embrace, reſolves we ſhall not, 
at leaſt for a while, enjoy the Happineſs we 
aim at. See here (continued he, giving him 
the Letter) the Intelligence I have juſt now re- 
ceived. Beauclair had no ſooner caſt his Eye 
upon it, than he knew the Character to be 
Montamour's, and with a Mixture of Hope and 
Fear, as tho' about to unravel the Myttery of 
his future Fate, read o'er theſe Lines. 
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{© J Am ſenſible it is now too late to entreat 

D- my deareſt Brother to keep from Mon- 

& fieur Beauclair the Knowledge. who the Per- 
* ſon was that endeavoured to do him Service 

at his Tryal. Bur that I did not ſatisſie yours, 
and my own Deſire, in ſeeing you at your Houſe, 
On - * 5 ; 7 ; | | e , WAS 
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& was beeauſe I cou'd not bear to appear in 
. my oon Shape before a Man who has ab 
«. fronted ma in the manner you are now no Stran- 
ger to: However, my late Behaviour may 
“ inform you I am not deſirous of Revenge, 
„ his Repentance ſinee has, perhaps, been 
„ Puniſhment ſufficient, and 1 would not have 
« you leſs willing to forgive —— I have alſo 
„4 Pardon to beg for my felf, for making uſe 
« of your Name to countenance my Elope- 
ment from the Monaftery, and conceal the 
« Pity I had for an unworthy Lover, in the 
$ 'Pretence of Fenderneſs for the beſt of Bro- 
7 thers. — Yes, I confeſs, that diſturb'd at 
“% ſome Teſtimonies I had of his Deſpair, I 
„told the Abbe/s that I cou'd not profeſs till 
„J had once more bid Adieu to you, and by 
<-that Means gain'd her Conſent to come to 
Haris. Judge not too unkindly of this De- 
$ ceir, but believe you are, and ever ſhall be, 
c moſt Dear to the Soul of 4 v01- 


Your Aﬀettionate Sifte 7 and 


Obliged Humble Servant 
 MonTAMQUR. 


Hieauclair had ſcarce finiſhed the reading this, 
when his Servant brought him another, which 
he told him was given him by the Chevalier 
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L1 the Miftaken Reſentment. 167 
nene, with a ſtrict Charge to deliver it to his 
Hands. The hearing that Name, and the Sight 
of this ſecond Mandate, increas'd the Tamults 
of his Soul ro ſuch a Height, that the Diſorder 
he was in was what nothing bur it felf can 
repreſent : to comprehend in any meaſure what 
it was he felt, tis neceſſary to be poſſeſt of all 
thoſe burning Paſſions ! —— thoſe diſtract- 
= ng W hirls of tortur'd Thought, which ſcarce 
FX afforded Patience till he could unfold rhe dear, 
and ar once welcome and unwelcome Paper, 
Which contain'd theſe Words. | 


To Monſteur Beauclair. 


1 2 not, becauſe I have given you 
1 Proofs of an unextinguiſh'd Tenderneſs, 
<« that I think your Penitence a ſufficient Ex- 
« piation for your Crimes, nor that my Pity for 
ce your Sufferings can influence me ſo far as to 
« make me folget what I owe to my own 
© Hondur No, Beaaclair! there is a Ju- 
« ſtice to be done ones ſelf, which if I ſhou'd 
% diſpence with, you might perhaps, and in- 
« deed with much more Red ibn hitherto 
« you have had, be perſwaded to believe, I 
“ might hereafter fail in it towards you 
« Whar though you fwear your Heart was ever 
mine What though your late Repentance 
«© and Deſpair induces me to think that Pro- 
ce tëſtation real; rhe World! the judging World 
© ill never be of my Opinion My eaſy 
8 | | e Na- 
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cc 


cc 
* 


Nature, and my fond Belief, wou'd be the 
Jeſt of every Table—— All I can do for you, 
therefore, and I know. not if by the Grave 
and Wiſe that wou'd not be thought too 


much, is to wiſh it were as much in my 


Power to reward that Tenderneſs you now 
have for me, as it is to pardon thoſe paſt A- 
ctions which have made us both unhappy. I 
cannot, without deviating from that Sincerity 
which has been ever the Dictator of all my 
Words, deny that my Love for you has ever 
been unſhaken— that it was not even in your 
own Power to leſſen one Grain of that ex- 
hauſtleſs Store of Paſſion you inſpir'd me 


with —— that it ſtill blazes with a Flame fo 


pure, ſo true, ſo laſting, as nor Time, nor 
Abſence, nor Unkindneſs can put a damp 


to that my whole Soul is full of you 


and that in putting in Execution that cruel, 


but neceſſary Reſolution of flying from your 
Sight for ever, I ſuffer Pangs more terrible 
than Death it ſelf cou'd be. But entertain no 


Hope from this Confeſſion, nor attempt to al- 


ter a Determination which is fix'd as Fate— 
Write not to me, unleſs you can reſtrain your 


Sentiments to ſuch Bounds as may be fitly 
read by one of that Order I am going to 


profeſs my ſel But above all Things, 
I conjure you, not to make uſe of any 
Stratagems for the future ro diſtract me 
with the Sight of your Deſpair ———— 
The Thought of it is more than I can 


bear— Heaven! Heaven only can ena- 


ble me to ſupport the coming, killing Cer- 


tainty, 
2 


2 


the Miftaken Reſentment. 169 
&« tainty, which takes from me all Poſſibility of 


« eyer being 
_ Tours, 


MoNTAMOUR. 


a 


Who that has been. preſent when Death's Icy 
Hand has on the ſudden ſeiz'd on the Facul- 
ties of ſome one in Company, may figure ro 
themſelves what Beauclair was at reading this : 
Juſt ſo the Blood flew from his Lips and Cheeks, 
his Eyes grew dim, the Life and Vigour of his 
Air chang'd to cold Trembling, all his Limbs 
enervate, and down at once he ſunk into the 


Chair he was fitting on. The Brother of Mon- 


tamour gueſſing the Cauſe of this Diſorder, took 
the Letter from his ſhaking Hand, and inform'd 
himſelf at full of what he before ſuſpected. 
Come Monſieur, ſaid he, recall your Courage, I 
ſee nothing in this Letter that can give you 
Cauſe of Chagrin, bur rather the contrary 


My Siſter makes a Declaration here of Tender- 


neſs, much greater than I cou'd have imagin'd 
from her Reſerve and ſince ſhe Loves, 
take my Word for it, neither of you ſhall De- 
ſpair. The dejected Lover cou'd not recover him- 
ſelf enough ro make any other Anſwer to theſe 
obliging Expreſſions than a Sigh : Burt the other, 
continuing to aſſure him, in the Manner he had 
begun, that he wou'd nor reſt till he had pro- 
cur'd his Happineſs, made a viſible Alteration 
in his Countenance, and by little and little, he 


became again the Man he was. - 
N Nor 


— 0 
/ 
— 
„ DL ACAES eh n 2 . J 
* KOT” 2 e N 
TWP £ * 2 — — 2 nn — 
— 1 ©— 2" Ge IXAR IT XS CI 
8 . ˙ c c - — 2. 
My n x - 4 — — 
x Ge = vg — => 
* _ - _ 
= = — - 2 * 
— 2 22 8 — 
q l 1 — * LL ms 


"ws 
1 * 


RY 


PF SPA; 


1 F { 
. f 4 | 
n 
„ 
D 
. 244 | | 
«| gt CTR 
$4 s _ t $31 
5 Wo 1 . 
er 
WR)! ai j 
Mitt 
3: 141 
Ma 
"THe 5 
0 { 3 
"0 f Wee f 
735 e 
. 1! 
ien 
3:3 17188 
1 f $M 
+4411, 
$5964 i? : 
4 7 n } 
: r 
ene 
4 N 
nene 
r 
47.00 1 1 
1 AF} 
en 
11 eee 
l 
17.08 WH} 
. 
3 
NP 7 
. ii Ft 
SM: 1 I. 
"KY! E 
„ 170 


170 De Injur d Husband; or, 

Nor was the Judge forgetful of what he had 
promis'd; but, becauſe it was impoſſible to pro- 
ſecure the Deſign he had form'd till the Affair 
of the Priſoners was diſpatch'd, he commanded 
their Appearance the very next Day. The 
Crime of Du Lache, as being the immediate Mur- 
derer of the unhappy Baron, was too evident 


for any thing to be offer'd in Oppoſition to his 


Sentence, which was to be broke upon the 
Wheel : Toncarr and Le Songe, having been 
prov'd by the Witneſs of the Gentleman and 
the Servants who reſcued the Baron, to have aſ- 
ſaſſinated and defign'd his Death, receiv'd the 
fame Doom: But the Baroneſs, though the known 
Conrtriver and Abetter of the horrid Deed, was 


_ remanded back to Priſon, till he had more Lei- 


ſure to conſult in what Manner he ſhou'd decree 
her Puniſhmenr. 

This being over, he immediately ſet forward 
with Monſieur Beauclair to the Monaſtery where 
Montamour had reſolv'd to paſs the Remainder 
of her Life. They arriv'd there rhe very Day 
before thar in which ſhe was deſign'd to take 
the Order: Her Brother found an eaſy Admit- 
tance to her; but not all the Arguments he 
cou'd alledge were of Force to engage her Con- 
ſent to ſce Beauclair, till he, who had waited 
in an outer Room expecting to be call'd in, 
as the Judge had made him hope, growing Im- 
patient at this long Delay, and reſolving to 
hear once more from Montamour's own Mouth 
his Doom, ran haſtily in to them, and throwing 
himſelf at her Feer, pleaded his own Cauſe 
with ſuch Succeſs, that though ſhe did not ab- 

"OY ſolutely 


N 


the Miftaken Reſentment. 171 
folutely promiſe to grant all he ask'd; yet there 
appear'd a fort of Conſenting in her Eyes; 
which her Brother obſerving, back'd the In- 
terceſſions of the other with Arguments fo 
ſtrenuous, that ſhe was wholly at a Loſs for 
Words to form Denials, if the Relentings of 
her ſwelling Heart wou'd have dictated them, 
to what her Lover and her Brother urg d. The 
Abbeſs, whoſe Company on this extraordinary 
Occaſion was deſir'd, join'd her Perſwaſionꝭ; 
and had Montamour been leſs prompted from 
within, it had been hardly poſſible to have 
held out againſt ſuch united Forces: In fine, 
ſhe was at laſt prevail'd on to give her Hand 
to him from whom nothing cou'd eſtrange her 
Heart. They were Married that Evening, and 
it wou'd be needleſs to endeavour, as well as 
impoſſible to ſer forth, as it deſerv'd, the Rap- 
tures, of the o'erjoy'd Beauclair at fo unhop'd 
a Condeſcenſion. It was not many Days be- 
tween their going and coming back to Paris 
yet at their Return, they met the Tidings of 
an Act of Horror which they little expected. 
The wicked Baroneſs, impatient of her Fate, 
deſperate, and as ſome ſay ſtruck with Remorſe, 
and terrified in Conſcience, hopeleſs of Mercy here 
or hereafter, had ſwallow'd Poifon, and ended 
her ſhameful Life by as ignominious a Death: _ 
The three Wretches who had been the lnſtru- 
ments of her vile Actions, ſuffer'd the Sentence 
which had been given by the Judge, and 
with their Jaſt Breaths allow'd the Juſtice of 
it, and confeſs'd their Crimes. Thus was not 
only the Baron's Death reveng'd at full, 55 
alſo 
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172 The Injur d Husband. 
alſo the Diſquiet which the Contrivers of it 
had brought on the Innocent Montamour, and 
her belov'd Beauclair. The Manner of their 
Living together ſince their Marriage, is ſuch 
as might be expected from that unalterable 
Affection which each felt for the other be- 
fore, and full of that ſincere Tenderneſs, which 
might furniſh many more Examples, were 
Love and Virtue the chief Inducements to 
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All our Affections wait on proſperous F ; 
Not he that climbs, but he that falls, meets Shame,- 
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My LoRp, 


N this Age, where, ho, 
few ſoever there are 
who have any real 
- Clin, retenders to 
WIr are ſo numerous, 
Good. Nature is not likely to a- 
bound: Thoſe Virtues which glitter 
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. vi The DE DIOAT ION. 

3 with ſo ſweet a Luſtre in the Poet's 
if Pen, amongſt which there are none 
of more general Service to Man- 
kind, than Tenderneſs and Com- 
= paſſion for the Failings of each o- 
ther, ate too often left behind em 
nt in the Preſs: and when the Writers 
- on theſe Glorious Themes ſeem to 
3 be ſo little affected with em them- 
ſelves, it is not to be wonder d at 
1 that the Readers are ſo too. 
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1 Bur if the Poets, at leaſt the 
* Wo Mou debe ones, debaſe, by a thou- 
. ſand ſervile Practices, the Nobleſt 
b Art into a Trade; the CRITICES 
HI alſo, of the ſame Degree of Merit, 
ll forget that, not to ridicule, but to 
= © mwprove the Judgment, and correct 
ſ the Errors they diſcover, is the Bu- 
imneſs of their Profeſſion. And the 
= Venom of Malice, thus directed, 
WM is of ſo ſpreading a Nature, that 
WW while the infectious Cloud riſes to 
1 = 1 leſſen, 
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The DEDicaTiOoN, vii 
leſſen, if not totally obſcure the 
Brightneſs 'of the moſt exalted Un- 
dertaking, it ſheds a baleful Influ- 

ence alſò on the meaneſt. Inſtead 
of that generous Emulation, which 
the Example of any Excellence 
ſhould inſpire, Envy and Hate 
purſue the Genius skill ro ſoar; 
and cold Contempt, and blaſting 
Scorn, check the weak Afpirers 
Flight; which, if indulg'd by the 
warm Sun-ſhine of Encouragement, 
might tower to Heights deſerving 
Admiration. „ 2 (31 


- 'T1s for this Reaſon that the 
Nobleſt Performances ſtand in need 
of more than their own Merit to 
ſupport 'em; and the moſt cele- 
brated Authors, I mean of thoſe 
whoſe Myſe is their Dependance, are 
oblig'd to ſeek the Protection of 
_ ſome powerful Name. 
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AM viii The DEDicaTion. 

Lil Bur how melancholy a Reflec- 

1 Nt E1| tion.muſt this be, to a Perſon who 
has neither Merit to deſerve, nor 
= Good-Fortune to obtain the Favour 
lt of a Patron Illuſtrious enough to 
WW difppoine che Effors of Hl . 
WW cre? For my own part, who, 1 i 
= confeſs, have little Pretences ro the 
dne, and never had much Reaſon 


do rely on the latter; I ſufferd all 
. that Apprehenſion could inflict, 
and found I wanted many more 
Arguments than the little Philoſo- Ml 
1308 pay I am Miſtreſs of could furniſh IM 
mie with, to enable me to ſtem that 
= Tide of Railery, which all of my 

Wi Sex, unleſs they are very excellent 

VVindeed, muſt expect, when once 
„ they exchange the Needle for the 
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1 Lordſhip's Pity found me; and by 
1 = „ 


WH / 
7 
+ 


— 
a 3 
I” 


* 


. OI 
& 
_— 
- 
5 


> 
. ˖ ont = 


3 


e wes, - 


= 


s 4 
—— Ke Ie 
- = 2 
0 
» 
*S 


* WS. SES Ie. 
© 


The DEpicatioN ix 
an Exceſs of Goodneſs, taught 
me that thoſe very Misfortunes 
which wou'd bar the Gates of Fa- 
your againſt my Hopes, addreſs d 
to hok of a leſs elevated Mind, 
were Pleas ſufficient to introduce 
me here. 


THarT exalted Sweetneſs of 
Diſpoſition, which is fo eminent- 
ly conſpicuous in your Lordſhip's 
Character, renders you as juſtly - 
worthy the Lowe of Mankind, as 
your other Virtues are of their 
Admiration; and that graceful 
and obliging manner in which you 
confer Favours, are no leſs pleaſing 
to the Receiver than the Favours 
_ themſelves. 5 
I Am as entirely unable to offer 
any thing in Defence of the fol- 
lowing Scenes, as I am to expreſs, 
as I ought, my grateful Acknow- 
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Moſt Humble, and moſt 
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My LORD, 
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Advertiſement to the 
I READER. 


* 


O attempt any thing in Vindication. of 
Y the following Scenes, wou d, coſt me more 
lime than the Compoſing 'em took me 
up : therefore I ſhall only fay in my own Excule, 
that if the Play had been what I cou'd have call'd 
myſelt the ſole Author of, or foretold the kind 
Reception it has met, I ſhould. certainly have ta- 
ken more pains. And though it may appear like 
Vanity, I rake the liberty to add, it was in my 
power to have made ir. much better than it is, both 
in the. Sentiment and Expreſſion: But without | 
a Proſpe& of ſome Applauſe, I ſhou'd never ima- 
gine, if the Example of many Authors did not 
convince me, thar "wy meaner Views cou'd wing 
A the Poetꝰ's Flight ty 
5 This Trage 11 was originally writ by Capt. 
= rf, and by him deliver'd to Mr. Rich, to be 
acted ſoon after the Opening of the New Houſe ; 
but the Seaſon being a little too far elaps'd for 
the bringing it on then, and the Author ob- 
lig'd to leave the Kingdom, Mr. Rich became the 
Purchaſer of 2 and the Winter following or- 
7 der'd it into Rehearſal : but found it ſo unfit for 
| Þ Repreſentation, that for a long time he laid aſide 
A 4 2 all 


vow? * 
Wi 
p } a 
p p 
q 
Ian \ 
Bp! 1 
1 
f 
a | 
* 
n 
++ 
4 W 
* 
UF 148 
. > W 
| © BY) 
4 „ 
Ms 
23.4; 
wy: 1 
* ox, 
> * _ 
iz _—_— 
{ 
yl 
— k ; 
: 4 TT : 
J. 
* k 
IG 
1 
1 
N 
- % I. [9 
4 N. N 
4 ; 3 1. 
1 
I: 2 1 1 
1 * 
1 
. 
| NY 
[? wlll 
WH 
if; F 
* * . 
' = 
\ 8 
' {i | 
* 
2 *I 
Sus 
oY 
_ 
4. 15 
1 TH 
} - xt 
[ 3c 
AE 
oy 4 
t * 
© 
* 
1 7 
+ * 


— = — — ＋ 
r 
— — 
— — 


——————— — — — 


— 


— — — 
r r * 
— 
— 
3 


— 
—ͤ—ũcU 2 


2 
— 
— 

"I - 7 NEE — EINE — — 
C ²˙ w yay w_ ]%¶ Nm ] ²G ̃⅛NX² V!ñ UP ˙ ᷣ— 72-507 ogy. > 
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all thoughts of making any thing of it, till laſt 


January he gave me the Hiſtory of his Bargain, 
and made me ſome Propoſals concerning the new 
modelling it: but however I was prevail'd upon, 
I cannot ſay my Iuclination had much ſhare in my 
Conſent ; knowing well, that the Conſequence of 


| altering a Manuſcript, is to dare the Tongue of 
Cenſure without the leaſt View of acquiring Re- 


putation. On reading, I found I had much more 
to do than I expected; every Character I was ob- 


lig d to find employment for, introduce one en- 
tirely new, without which it had been impoſſible. 


to have güeſs d at the Deſign of the Play; and 
in fine, change the Diction ſo wholly, that, excepting 


in the Parts of Alpkonſo and Tjabella, there remains 


not twenty Lines of the Original. 


After what I have ſaid, I hope nobody will 


believe the Pride ] take in what J have done, in- 
duces me to give this particular Account ; ſince I 


have no other Reaſon for it, than to aſſure the 


Readers I ſhou'd have more conſulted their Sa- 


tisfaction, if I cou'd have thought the Scheme I 


was oblig'd to follow, was worthy of embeliſh- 
ing, or that the Ambition of Penney them Wou d 


Have been imputed to 


Their Humble Servant, 


EL1za Haywood. 
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| PROLOGUE: 


Spoken by Mr. BonEuE. 


0 NG has it been the Clamonur of the 
= 7 hat Party-Feuds FRE rent both State 
: aud Stage; | 
But, (thank the Foreſight of; our South-Sea 
Maſters!) 
Faction is quite 0 erwheln?d by 9 Diſ 
1 
Nor This, a0. T. Hat, cam we a Grievance call, 
For One great Diſcontent has ſwallow'd all. 


Det you expett, howe'er the Stocks are low, 


No Damp of Care Jnould cloud the Muſes 
Brow: - 
Tho Poets Tickets, Times are now ſo nice, 
Like Third and Fourth Subſcriptions, bear 
no Price. 
The Bays,” tis true, with which the Bardi 
are crown d, 
Flourifſh, tho ferceſt Lightnings play a- 
round : | 
Conſcious of This, our Author dares engage 
"Gainſt all the ey" of this Horn y 


Age. 
The 


ra ̃ bn 


The guarded Muſe all other Rage defies, 
Save what from your Diſpleaſure may ariſe : 
Mt but her Sex toFnoour pleads ſomeRight, 
A Female Pencil draws the Lines to-night. 
Ladies, tis your Concern to interpoſe, 
Who hurt a Woman, are your Sex's Fees ; 
And, Sirs, conſider tis a Lover's Cauſe, 
Sure, a Fair Captiveyorte Compaſſiom draws: 
Think Her theMuſe, and learn to pity then 
A 1 oy  Sufferings, from a Woman's 
Cn. | 5 


EPILOGUE. 
By AARON HIL I Eſq; , 


A from ſome Dream, a trembling Prophet ſtarts, 
Aud woctul Warnings to the World imparts : 

So 1, broke logſe, from a Seraglio Life, | 
Mill ſhow, what cis 10 be a Turkiſh Wife! 

Mt !—let me whiſper !—ſhou*d ſome Husband hear, 
"Twou'd ceſt our Petticoat Dominion dear? 
No Vifits there uo Plays uo Cards -o Wooing ; 
Dull, downright Duty makes up all their doing. | 
3 1 23 Fealous 


EPILOGVUu k. xy 


Jealus of genial Air, even that's den) d em 
And their grimDears inDrawers and Mufflers hide em. 
To ſee us, there, theſe airy Hoops diſplay, - 

They'd think, our Limbs, let looſe, wou'd run away. 
Well !-—to ſay truth, — good Diſcipline does Wonders 1 
| Husbands, in "Turkiſh Climates, hear no Thunders. 
To Matrimonal Contract, meekly tuft, 

All Women, there, obey— becauſe they muſt. 

Silent, they fit, in paſſive Rows, all Day; 


And muſing, croſs-legg? d, ſtitch ſtrange Thoughts 6 away. L 


Provoking Life !—ſtew 4 up like Ponds of Fiſh, 

They feed, and fatten, for one Glutton's Diſh ! 
Learn'd in their Lord's vaſt Worth, they get by heart, 
How rich each is, in her five hundredth Part ! 
But, when Night comes, how pure, how pious they! 
Who go to Bed—10 ſleep and riſe—to pray! 
Bleſt in full Chaſtity, and unbroke Slumber, 

They owe à ſpotleſs Purity to Number. 

Slow muſt five hundred Womens Virtue fall, 

Who have but one poor Man t unde em all ! 

Like the warm Sun, he daily does appear; 

But his grand Round is made, ſcarce once a Year! 
Dreadful Reflection Call they this a Wife? 

*Tis an unwholeſom, dull, —unactive Life ! 

O England! England! did thy Damſels travel, 
And theſe dark Myſteries, of the Eaſt, unravel, 

How bleſt were Husbands in a chang* d Condition 
No longer found to need their Wives Tuition l 


But theſe are Secrets, better hid, than fhown': : 
Cuſtom's our Friend and we'll cen Po our own. 
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Sms — 


Dram atis Perſbna. 


M . « * oh | 
Muſtapha, Grand Vier. Mr. Quin. 
Oz min, a Noble Turk. Mr. 2 
Achmat, Aga of the Janizaries. Mr. y> 6M | 
__ Hah, Enief Eunuch. Mr. Boheme. 
| Alpbanſs, a Spaniard of Quality. Mr. Ryan. 
Pedro, his Friend. Mr. Diggs. 
WO N E N. 


| Kehr, Daughter to che Sultan, 5 1 
/ and Wife to Muſtap ha. {Mes Gifford, 
Daraxa, a young Lady diſguis'd . 1 
1 in the Habit of an 55 Ties. Ferrer. 
Jabella, a beautiful Spaniſh Lady, N. . 
raken Priſoner by the Turks. Nuts ne 


Guards, Eunuchs, and Mutes. 


THE 


WET oo op 
SEN E, a Street before the Seraglio. 


Jap zer Alphonlb, Pedro, and Servants, 


PF TER the Toils of a long dan- 

gerous Voyage, 5 

Safely, at laſt, we've reach'd 
Conſtantinople - : 

And ſure, methinks, my Pedroy 
tis moſt hard, 

This Heavenly Clime, this Earthly Paradiſe, . 

B | This 


2 || The Fai CurTive. 
This Beauteous Miſtreſs of the Eaſtern World, 

Shou'd drag the Chains of Arbitrary Power, © 
5 of her Pomp, the drooping, {fill — IY 
Her raviſh'd Freedom, and her oft Fſtate . 
Her Spiees, Gums, her Odovrs, Wines, and Qil; 
Wich all the Jays luxuriant Nature pours 
Upon her Head, ſeem quire unknown, or rſeleſs; ; 
Has the leaſt ſhare her ſelt of her own Bleſſings, - 
And, like a Miſer, pines in all her Plenty. 

Ped What wondrous Revolutions has ſhe "Ri 
And what Variety of Conquerors known ? 
Wild furious Nations from the Fields of Thrace ; 
The Hun, the Saracen, and dreadful Goth; 
And laſt, this rugged, barbarous Scythian Crew, 
From Icy Rocks, from cold Rhipæan Hills, 
From Mountains cloth'd with everlaſting Snow, 
Like ravenous Beaſts of Prey, come ruſhing down, 
To change their Climate for a warmer Sun, 
And fix the Standard of their ſtroling Prophet. 
Greece, who to all the World around her taught 
Ingenious Arts, Morality, and Arms, 
Now quite forgets, herſelf, the Uſe of Letters; 
And all involv'd in Clouds of Ignorance, 
Sits mournful, brooding o'er her learned Ruins; 
Her tuneful Streams are loſt, her Fountains ſilent. 
But, Brave Alphonſo, let us turn our Eyes 
From this ungrateſul Proſpect, and refume 
A worthier .Cauſe : Yes, Sir, the Cauſe Which 

brought you 

Hither, to redeem your Captive Miſtreſs. . * 
| Alph. Yes, Friend, I hope to find no Obſtacle; 
I've Gold good ſtore to glut theſe fierce Barbarians, 
And muſt, and will obtain my Jabella, 
'That lovely Maid, that dear, that heavenly Fair! 
The brightelt Soul that ever was infus d 
Into an Angel's Frame : I tell thee, ads 


Not 


The FAIR CAPTIVE. 3 
Not all the bs odoriferous Breezes, 
Fan'd from yon blooming Groves, when after 
SGales, 
With Aromatick Sighs, perfume the Air, | 
Are halt fo ſweet, ſo ſoft as 1ſabella : 
Her ſmalleſt Charm, to me, is of more worth 
Than the whole Bulk of this extended Empire. 
Ped. Too well they know the Value of their Prize; 
Or, for the Ranſom which her Friends propos'd, 
She had, e er this, been render'd to your Arms. 
Alph. Oh! thou haſt rouz d a 8 which 
| ' ſhocks my Soul; , 
My ſtifled L now blaze afreſh, | 
And ſhoot their burning Arrows chro each Vein. 
Wild and untaught, as is this Savage Race, 
They yet have Eyes; and Beauty, Tuch as hers, 
Mult raiſe Deſire: And what may not Deſire, 


*. 


When arm' d with Power, obtain, or force? Honour, , 


How vainly have I ſought, how dearly bought thee, 
If, while my Country's Cauſe employ'd my Arm, 
My Jabella's loſt ? How ſhou'd I curfe 
'T hole Wounds! thought my Glory while I felt em, 
Since they detain'd me from the Calls of Love? ? 
Oblig'd to wait a lingring Cure, who knows 
What dull Embaſſadors her F riends employ'd ? 
Some trading Wretches, who neꝰ er knew the Worth 
Of ought but Wealth; meer Haglers of the Marker : 
Were ſuch fit Men to treat for [ſabella ? 

Ped. My Lord, her Father gave them full Com- 

miſſion 

To offer Sums immenſe to buy her Freedom; ; 
Yet {til they made Pretences to detain her. 

- Alph. A Lover wou'd not have been ſo put off : 2 
Had I been here, if Interceſſion fail 'd, i 
To Stratagem I ſhou'd have had recourſe ; BE 
And next, to Force. oa 


2 Ped. 
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I The FAIR CAT TIVE. f 


Ped. Alas! what Hopes in Force, 4 
When the Seraglio Walls withhold her from you, 
And Guards of Eunuchs watch'her every Motion? 
Iis Policy alone can aid your Wiſhes. 

The Jeu who came aboard our Veſſel, pretends 
A vaſt Intelligence and Intereſt; on him 
My Hopes : are chiefly built. 

Alph. Tis near the Hour 
In which he promis'd to return with News, 
And ſee he comes! Pedro, methinks I ſee 
A dancing Joy dart from his roomy e 
And PEP Succeſs. 


P 'he Jew. 

Now, my Mercury, 

Sits the Wind fair, or muſt we look * Storms, 

E'er we can reach this happy Land of Love? 
Jew. Gold, which does all things, has diſpell'd 

the Clouds, 

Which ſo long n d o'er your riſing Hopes, 

And a whole Heaven of Joy now breaks upon you : 

I have engag'd no meaner Friend than Hay, 

Chief of the Eunuch 'T'rain to ſerve your Wiſhes. 
But let us hence Some haughty Mufſelmen, 
Farneſt in Conference, approach this Way; 
Within Fil tell you more. FS: 

Aab My better Angel. [ Exeunt. 


00341; 9 3 and 1 


Ach. Yes, tis this Viſter governs all: The Sultan, 
Grown old in Power, now nods upon the Throne, 
And holds, with ſuch a {lack and weaken'd Hand, 
The Reins of Empire, that I am amaz'd 
They drop not from him quite. One bears the 
Name, : | 


| But ; 


The FAIR CarTIVE 5 
But t'other has the Power; beſides, at laſt, 
The Viſier's Marriage with the fair Irene, 
Our Royal Maſter's Daughter, has drawn cloſe 
'The Gordian Knot, that Linds the Sultan to him: 
He now ſeems fix d and firm. 

Ozm. Fix'd as he ſtands, 


This pregnant Head has form'd a Plot ſhall 1 ſhake 


him: 
Lou ſee I truſt thee, Athmaz. 

Ach. Ozmin, you may. 

I haye more Cauſe than you to hate the dew ; 

A luckleſs Brother's Ghoſt, yet unappeas'd, 

Still cries aloud for 8 Blood for Blood. 

Om. To indulge his own hot Paſſion for Jene, 
He laid that Snare for her unhappy Lord, | 

And urg'd the Sultan ro that raſh Attempt 

On fierce Lorain, that Thunderbolt of War; 

Where your brave Brother did not only fall, 

But Thouſand faithful Mufulmen bekide him, 

Were barbarouſly mangled at Vienna. 

I ſcape'd indeed, but there the Turkiſh Glory 

Was all trod down, never to riſe again. 

Jour Brother dead, the Villain gain'd his Ends; 3 

Irene s Wiſhes dy not with her Lord : 
He quickly woo'd, and won her to his Purpoſe, 
But waded to her Bed thro Seas of Blood. 

Ach, Revenge may ſleep, but never, never dies; 
Even While I ſpeak, the darling Paſſion fires me, 
Inforfis me like a God: tis rooted here, 
Clou in each Vein, and quickens every Pulſe. 

Death's Icy Hand ſhall one day cloſe theſe Eyes, 
And every Thought may with my Being ceaſe ; 
Then, then perhaps ſhall J forgive the Viſier: 


Bur while Remembrance prompts this active Brain, 


I ſhall be {till moſt watchful for a Seaſon _ 
To pluck the KS d Villain from his Seat, 


And 
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6 The FAIR Carrivg. 


And make Irene mourn a ſecond Lord. 

Ozm. Already ſhe repents her -plac d Love: 
Not all her — have the Charm to fix him; 
Weary, and ſurfeited with her Embraces, 

He ſeeks new Joys i in a fair Chriſtian's Arms, 

A Captive Maid, ta'en in the Spaniſh War. 

This I diſcover” d, and inform'd her of; 

With artful Words inſtill'd the ſtealing Poiſon : 

And now her haughty Soul with Jealouſy 

Swells er n to burſting ; by this means I hope 

To work the Viſier's Ruin: The Arrows of Re- 
ven 

Ne'er fl 4 ſare, as when heir Points are tipt 

With Woman s Malice. | 

Ach. You much amaze me: 

Fame ſpeaks him fond, even to Dotage, on her. 
Om. Oh! he diſembles ev'n to Admiration, 
And truſt me, Achmat, tis his Maſter Talent: 

Nature has form'd him all Hypocriſy; 


His Words, his Voice, his Looks wear deep De- 


ceit: 
Not one anguarided Motion e' er betrays 
The W orkings of his Soul, but always ſeems 
What he'd be thought, not what he truly is. 
Ach. Since ſuch a Maſter in the Art of Feigning, 
By what ſtrange Means was his new Flame re- 
veal'd? 
Ozm. Since ſworn, with me, the Viſier's deadly 
| Foe, 5 
And Brother in Rerenge, you ſhall be told - 
The only now remaining Secret, You knew 
Mirvan, the late Baſhaw of Adrianople. 
Ach. Moſt perfectly. 
Ozm. You muſt remember too, 
He died that fame curs'd Day, in which 
This hateful Vifier marry d with Irene. 


Ach. 


The FAIR: Carmiver 7 


Ach... do. 

Ozm. After his Death, fome private Denote» 
Requir'd my ſudden Preſence at his Houſe ; ; 
Where, as I walk'd in an adjacent Garden, 

I heard a Woman's Voice in loud Complaints: 
At firſt I took it for th' Effects of Sorrow 

For a dear Father's Loſs, for ſoon I ſaw 

It was the Daughter of my good old Friend? 
Burt as I approach'd more near, and heard diſtinctiy 
Some Words, which Deſperation made her utter, 
found 'twas Rage, and diſappointed Love, 
Which caus'd her Griefs, not filial Piety. 
The Name of Muſtapha with Curſes mingled, 
And dreadful Imprecations on his Falſhood, 

Left me no room to doubt the Viſier's Guilt. 

Ach. Unhappy Maid ! 

Oz m. Soon as ſhe ſaw me, 

With diſtracted Motion ſhe wou'd have Do the. 

Place, | 
But ſtrait 1 ſtopt FAR and with ſoothing Art 
Prevail 'd upon her, ſince T had heard fo much, 

To unload on me her heavy Weight of Anguiſh : 
And in the Sequel of the diſmal Tale, 
Confeſs*d the Viſier had betray'd her Honour, 
Then baſely left her to repent her Fondneſs. 
A ſudden Thought then riſing in my Brain, 
1 vow'd to affiſt her in ſome juſt Revenge, 
Which Time ſhould ripen into Form: 1 
She readily embrac'd the friendly Offer, F 
And but a few Days paſt, e er I [Cound Means 2A 
To introduce her into the Seraghoz _ 
Where, in an Eunuch's Garb e ſhe now 
reſides. _ 
Ach, But what imports this, to our great De- 
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8 The FAIR CAPTIVE. 
Ozm. Oh! Achmart, tis of mighty conſequence, | 
She watches every Motion of the Viſier, 
And that ſame under-working Villain, Hah | ! 
And brings me true Intelligence of all 
Their Midnight Plottings, and their dark Def ins: 2. 
By her the weighty Secret is diſcover'd, 
Buy which J hope to fink em both in Ruin: 3 
But ſhe appears. Hail to the Star which guides me 
Thro the wild Road of dark Uncertainty, 
And points me out the Way to F ame and Ven- 
r | 


Enter 3 


Nay, ſtart not, Fair, nor let that noble Blood, 
Which warms thy Heart with more than manly 
Vigour, 
Forſake it now, to paint thy bluſhing Checks, 
Achmat, the Janiſaries worthy Aga, 
Thy Father's Friend, and Partner in the Hate 
We jointly bear to the vile changing Viſier, 
May well deſerve Daraxa's Confidence. 
Dar. Much have I heard of noble Achmat's 
Fame; 
And oft have heard my Father ſpeak his Praiſe, 
With Rhetorick ſuch as raptur'd Lovers uſe. 
Nor ſhou'd I bluſh, unleſs it were for Joy, 
To find ſuch Virtue did befriend our Cauſe, 
Tf I, like him, for Virtue's ſake alone 
Became the Viſier's Foe ; but Oh! my Shame, 
My never-ending Shame, muſt be proclaim'd, 
And the ſame Breath which ſays, I hate the Viſier, 
Muſt alſo ſay, Nor can my Soul deny it; | 
Had I not lov'd too well, I had not hated. 
Ach. Your gentle Sex, unurg'd by Injuries, . 
Are foft and kind, as the deſcending Dew, 


Refreſhing where it falls; but poiſon'd once 
With 


* 


— 


The FAIR CAPTIVEI. 9 


With the infe&ious Air of Scorn or F alſhood, 
Your very Nature changes to its contrary, 

And kills the Stems, whoſe Roots it fed before. 
Dar. Unbred to Politicks, and little versꝰd 
Ith* Sophiſtry of Courts, or Stateſman's Art, 

I ſhou'd not have beliey '4 the Viſier baſe, 

Had not his Wrongs to me unſeal'd my Eyes, 
And taught me, he that ſo foully cou'd betray 
A Maid who lov'd him, might betray the Ws 
Juſtice is Juſtice even to the meaneſt, 

And thoſe who ſcruple not at petty ius 

To purchaſe petty Pleaſures, will, when greater 
Excite their Appetite, act Crimes proportion'd. 


Ozm. True, my fair Oracle, and mark how ſwift 


This tow'ring Monſter climbs the ſteep Aſcent, 
Which leads to all his wild Ambition aims at ; 
But one Step more, and he o'erlooks the World: 
The Sultan's Life is all that now remains 
To lift him paſt the Reach of our Revenge. 
Ach. E'er he removes that Bar, my Rage ſhall 
find him, 
And plunge him from this Precipice of Greatneſs, 
With ſudden-ſounding Ruin, in the Deep. 
Dar. Our Holy Prophet” s Care wall guard the 
Sultan, 
And fink his Foes in everlaſting Shame. 
But I forgot, Expreſſes are arriv'd, 
Which ſpeak, the Sultan has left Adrianople, 
And will with ſpeed return to the Seraglio. 


— 


Ozm. We muſt not then be idle. Be it your 


| Care 
To keep your Janizaries Rage ſtill warm; 


Their juſt Complaints and Murmurs for their Pay; 


Which) this vile Viſier baſely has detain'd, 

In part will ſhow the Traytor. I'th* mean time 

I'll to the Princeſs, fire her Jealous Soul 
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10 The FAIR CAPTIVE. 
To move her Royal Father for Redreſs. 
Dar. Some private Letters ſeem to pleaſe her 
ſtrangely; 6 
While ſhe was reading, as T near her waited, 
1 ſaw unuſual Joy ſpread o'er her Face: 
Perhaps to you ſhe will reveal their Purport. 
Om. I'll haſte and fathom | it. Farewell. | Exit. 
Ach. Succeſs attend you. | Exit. 
Dar. Farewell, ingenious Lords, 
E - But have a care you are not caught yourſelves. 
3 _ Methinks I walk as in a Magick Circle, 
Where ſeeing all, I am by all unſeen ; 
Oh! that this Garb cou'd hide me from myſelf! 
That I indeed could be the thing I ſeem, 
Cou'd root out all the Tenderneſs that's here; 
And nothing of my Sex retain, but Pride: 
Then I might take Revenge on this falſe Viſier, 
As ample as his Perjuries deſerve. 
Theſe Men, by their own Intereſt chiefly led, 
Wou'd make my ſeeming Hate their Plea for Ruin; 
Yet Myſtapha, I'll guard thee from their Malice, 
Tho I will plague thee, torture thee ſeverely, 
Confound thy Peace, as thou haſt mine deſtroy'd ; 
But for thy Life, I 'Il watch with zealous Care, 


And . off ey cry Blow which threatens there. 
Exit. 


* 


Enter Aiphonſo, Pedro, and Haly. 


Hal. Nay, wortiy Chriſtian, Twenty Thouſand 
Ducats 
Is ſomething too extravagant a Bounty: 
However, I Il endeavour to deſerve them; 

q Serve thee, tho with the Hazard of my Head. 
What tho the Sultan, fir'd with her Deſcription, 
4 Comes big with Wiſhes to poſſeſs her Charms, 
And feaſt luxuriant on her Virgin Beauties; N 
Yet —— OR Alb. 


Alp. Horror and Death ! 

Hal.. Nay, ſtart not, noble Ch 
Een this impending Storm I will difſolve. | 
1 Night ſhall give your Miſtreſs to your Arms, 
And e'er the Sultan reach Conſtantinople, 
You may be paſt his Power. 


Alp. "Thou Friend indeed ; Alphonſo 5 Soul' 8 or | 


\ BL; 
To ſpeak his Gratitude, but Deeds ſhall thank thee. 
Hal At Dead of Night repair to the Seraglio, 
Where in Diſguiſe a Slave of mine ſhall wait, 
And ſafely lead the lovely Captive to thee ; 
Then thro a private Garden ſtrait conduct you 
To the Sea- ſide unſeen, and unſulpecded. 


Alp. Oh boundleſs Happiness! But indulgent 


Eunuch, 
Is there no Means e' er that to ſee my Love? 
Juſt ſnatch a tranſient View to cheer my Soul, 


My longing Soul, which burns with fierce Impa- 


tience. 
Hal. 'T his credulous Fool ſhall not hs wholly 
cheated. _ Aſide. 


Even this, tho difficult, I will oorformis ; 

Go dreſs thee in the Habit of a Muſſulman, 

And at yon gilded Gate attend my coming : 

Bur, Chriſtian, as the advent*rous Task I ſet thee, 

Perhaps may bear ſome little face of Danger, 

I 1 thy Courage: 
Courage, in that Cauſe! 

Tits every ſtep I trod on burning Irons, 

I'd paſs undaunted to behold that Fair-one. 


"Pal, Haſte then, and wait the Bleſſing that at- 


rends thee. Exit Haly. 
_ Ped. Alphonſo, ſpare my Bluſhes, and forgive 
'The fond Expoſtulations of a Friend ; 
Conſider yet once more, reſtrain your Wiſhes : 
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12 The FAIR Car TIE. 
Sure is your Danger, your Succeſs uncertain. 

Alp. Ah Pedro] hadſt thou ever lov'd like me? 
Cou'd'{t thou but think for what a Prize I venture, 
Or only feel but half what I endure ; 

Believe me, Friend, thou wou'dſt not talk thus 
coldly ? 

Is there a way to ſee my Iſabella! 

And ſhall I ſhun it for a Shew of Danger! 

T long, I burn to claſp the charming Maid ! ; 

'To. preſs the melting Fair-One to my Breaſt ! 

To hear her talk, and tell me all her Sorrows ! 

And ſooth her into Peace, with Sounds of Love. 

Ped. How vain is Reaſon, when ve 'd by 
Paſſion! 

But if my Fears ſhould prove 

Alb. Away with Fears! | 
PIl liſten only to the Voice of Rapture! 

I go to Yabella! Bear, ye Winds, 

Thar Sound in gentle Whiſpers to her Ears! 
Tell her, her Lover comes to ſet her free, | 
To cafe her Sufferings, and diſpel her Griefs. 


So, when deſpairing Ariadue We. 

Expos , alone, to ſavage Beaſts a Prey; 

An am' rous God flew ſwiftly to her Kd. 

Fir'd with her Charms, and ſav d the lovel Maid. 
Exeunt. 
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The. Grand Viſier diſcovered on 4 
Couch, in a melancholy Poſture: 
Soft Muſick, which ended, be 

comes forward. = Wn 


Muſ. S M T' and inſignificant are Great- 
E neſs, eee RE. 
| Splendor and Wealth, Magmficence 
7 and Famp.z - {55.7 | 

That with falſe Brightneſs dazle Vulgar Eyes, , 
And make the fawning Croud admire arid tremble; 
If ſweet Tranquillity of Mind be wanting: 

And vain are all ſoft Blandiſhments to gain, 
Or ſooth the troubled Soul. A careleſs Swain 
Stow*d in a little Cottage, with Content, 
Is happier far than I: His ſlender Wealth _ 
In bleating Flocks, and lowing Herds conſiſts : 
Him flowry Lawns, and limpid Streams delight; 
Few are his Wiſhes, and his Joys are boundleſs : - 
Sings all the Day, and ſweetly ſleeps all Night. 
I'm ſtill a Slave to Love; that cruel Tyrant 
Palls every other Joy, and ſhades my Glory. 
Within this Burning Breaſt a Fever rages, 
Preys on my Heart, and fires my very Blood. 

But here a Torment comes, that all exceeds : 
| | No 
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14 The FAIR CAPTIVE. 


Now muſt I ſtrive to Rifle what I feel, 


I. T2 


And act a N 3 my Soul abhors, 


5 Ji * 


OS 4 
k 5 
4 * 


Ener 1 rene. 


Fl 


. — 


"Wins —.— are you chang Af nn; ,my Muſtaphat 
Reſtleſs you ſeem, and fly from your Jene; 
A ſullen Care, a gloomy Melancholy 
Sits lowring on your Brow : This is not kind, 
Indeed it is not, to conceal from me, 
Vour tender Conſort, Partner of your Bed, 
Tie Cauſe of this your Diſcontent and Ang uiſh. 

aft Oh curſt Neceſſity of feigning Love! 

| [Afade. 

Faireſt of Women! I have no rent, 
No ſawey Care that dares extend to thee: 
This toilſome Load of Buſineſs of the State 
Bears heavy on me, almoſt weighs me down; 


And, but for thee, the Weight cou'd not be borne: 


Thy Starry Eyes, with bright unrival'd Luſtre, 
From my joy d Breaſt diſpel all anxious Cares. 
ene. I'm ſatisfy'd: Nor ſhall Ipreſs you farther; 
Yet you have oft deceiv'd me. Habella 
Has now obtain'd Permiſſion to return 
To Spain. . You often promis d that poor Maid 
And me, long ſince, t obtain the Sultan's Will; 
But never, never did it, Muſtapha. 
Muſ. Unknown to me, who has been ſo officious 
To interpoſe? 
Lene. By Letters fill'd with urgent Prayers, 
J have at laſt obtain'd this long-wiſh'd Grant. 
Miſ. Curſe on your meddling, miſchief-making 
Sex. ¶Aſide. 
Jene. What is't thou ſay'ſt! Thou ſeem'ſt 
diſpleas'd and thoughttul. 5 9 


The FAIR CAPTIVE. 15 


Muſ. You've been too buſy, done. you _ 
not What: 
She ſhall not yet go hes; 3 nor is it proper ; ; 


Wie have moſt weighty Reaſons to detain her. 


Irene. Now, now the Villain breaks through all 
his Art. TD Aſide. 

Thoſe Reaſons are as ſecret as they're ſtrange: 
So, W hen a hundred Chriſtian Slaves were ranſom'd 
For trifling Sums, and more for her was oſſer d 
Than might have bought a Princeſs' — 3 
Yet you had Reaſons then. 

Muſ. J had. : 

Irene. Yes, yes, 


I know thou had'ſt, deceitful Viſier ! Afi 


But *tis no longer in thy power to ſtay her; | 

All's done; the Order's fign'd : nor one Day more 

Shall ſhe remain in the Seraglio. | 
Muſ. Oh Torture! but I will not thus be 

baffled. | Afide 
Madam, forgive me, if I think your Love 
To this fair Chriſtian Maid outweighs your Judg: 
ment : 
I can't believe the Sulkan has conſented, 


Or will not, when he hears what I ſhall offer. 05 
”T ſhall detain her then, till he returns; 


ks 


If then his Orders are . 


Irene. His Orders now are poſitive ; 
Nor ſhalt thou, Viſier, dare to diſobey them. 
Muſ. I will not diſobey them, but delay: 
Nor will my Royal Maſter blame my Caution, 
When he ſhall know—— 
Irene. I can contain no longer! 
What ſhall he know, thou moſt perfidious Man 2 
What can thy ſubtle working Wit invent, 
To skreen the Injuries thou doſt his Daughter * 
For J no more will feign an Ignorance 4 


\ 


Of that which is too obvious to the World, 
'The wondering World, that ſtarts at thy Ingra- 


titude. 5 ! 
- Muſt. I muſt appeaſe this Tempeſt, or *cwill 
rack me. [ Afide. 


What means Jreve? nos 
Irene. The Meaning is too plain, . 
There needs no Oedipus to ſolve this Riddle. 
Had Jſabella's Charms been leſs attractive, 
She had not mourn'd in vain for Liberty. 
Muſ. How eaſily the lurking ſmother'd Flame 
Of Jealouſy, blazes in Womens Breaſts. 
Now, my Jrene, I ſhou'd chide your Rage, 
Were not the Pain it gives yourſelf, too great 
For me to wiſh addition : But, my Fair! 
You cannot, ſure, in earneſt, wrong ſo much 
The Luſtre of your own unequall'd Beauties, 
To think the Heart, which once has felt their 
5 Force, 
Should ſtoop ſo low to prize ſuch little Prettyneſs, 
As Iſabella boaſts? | Offering to take her by the Hand. 
Irene. Away, falſe Man! | 
Irene is not to be caught 7 
By ſmooth-tongu'd Flattery, the Bait of Girls: 
I ſee the Villain thro the tawning Courtier, 
And as J ought, will prove my juſt Reſentment. 


Enter Daraxa. 


Dar. Moſt mighty Viſier! Haly with Impatience 
Entreats an Audience at your own Apartment. 
[Muſtapha whiſpers, and Exit Daraxa.] 
Irene. Haly impatient at his own Apartment! 
By Heaven, I like not that ſly treacherous Eunuch ; 
Some Miſchief is on foot. [ Afide. 
Muſt. Madam, I cannot ſtay s 5 


To argue longer with you on this Theme 
0 25 But 


The FAIR CAP TIVE. 17 
But when this cauſeleſs Fury is abate, 
Shall gladly anſwer the Demands of Reaſon. [Exit | 


Irene. Cool, cool eser but, wy" the Alcoran, 
He ſhall not carry I thus | 


Enter Ozmin. 


Ozm. A Tempeſt on that Brow ! 
Then Heaven indeed is angry, and declares 
Offending Mortals muſt expect its Vengeance. 
Irene. Met you the Viſier? 
Om. I did; and on his Brow; 
Methought, I read ſome Marks of Diſcontent. 
ren Haig Ozmin! I can tell thee ſuch a Tale 
Wilt make thy honeſt Soul diſdain its Form, 
And wiſh to change it for ſome other Specie : : 
No Beaſt fo hateful, as the Monſter, Man ! Z 
 Ozm. He muſt be more than Monſter that coud 
wrong, 
Even in a Thought, the bright Irene s Ch : 
But, Madam, ſay, what new Affronts are given; 
For, I preſume, none but a Husband's Power 
Wou'd done, unaw'd by yours, to rouze your 
| Rage. 
Irene. Curſe on the Day which gave that Power 
to Muſtapha: 
He has refus'd to obey the Sultan's Order, 
And will, in ſpite of us, detain his Minion. 
Ozm. As 1 cou'd wiſh: Propitious Fortune, 
| 'Thanks ! #/ a dec 
1 grieve the Viſier ſhould be thus miſled. 
What tho he doats on Jſabella's Beauties; 
What tho his Soul, with Tenderneſs unſpeakable; 
Hangs on her; what tho he lives but in her ſight, 
Let ſtill; methinks, tus Gratitude to you, 
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IS The FAIR Carrivs. 


And Duty to the Sultan, ſhould: N 


All other Conſiderations. 
Irene No, Ozmin, no; 
The Traitor now beg ns to avow his Guilt; 
Shortly he'll dare to brave me with a Rival : 
But as my Injuries, my Revenge ſhall riſe, 
Tow'r o'er his Pride, and cruſh him into nothing. 
Ozm. I have been told, but cannot vouch the 
Truth, 
That if ſhe'll be prevail*d upon to change 
Her Faith for ours, he will in publick wed her. 


1 


Our Law allows Plurality of Wives, 


And he, perhaps, believes you may forget 


The Vow he made to marry none but you. 


 Trene. Ha! ſay'ſt thou, marry her: by Mecca” 8 
Sacred Shrine, 
Should he but offer ſuch a Deed, he dies: 
Tho but one Soul inform'd the Race of Man, 
And that one Soul were his, they all ſhould periſh: 
Nay, could I read it even in his Wiſhes; 
But trace a Thought like that, I'd tear it out, 
Tho hid in the moſt dark Receſſes of his Heart 
Ozm. Far be it from me to ſow the Seeds of 
Diſcord; 
I now repent me, I have ſaid fo W 
The World is apt to talk, and ſome will 1 
To mountainous Heights, the leaſt Appearances : 
He way not be ſo guilty as they think ; WE 


At leaſt, I hope he is not. 


Irene. Ozmiz, no more: | 
"Tis thy own Honeſty which Aae hee talk thus. 
Thoſe free from Guile, themſelves with Pain be- 

lieve ' 
The Crimes which others a& ; but I'm too well 
Acquainted with this Traytor Husband's Falſhood, 


And not for his, but my own ſake conceal'd it : . 
She 


The FAIR CarTivt 19 
She who Proclaims. her Wrongs, proclaims her 
„ DUSME 5-4 ws 
And tho the Hy 64 fins, the Wife is ſcorn'd : 
For what is Pity but the loweſt Scorn ? | 
But ſee ! the Nader to his Crimes ; that Eunuch's 
fight 
To me is Hell. I leave you to receive him. ¶ Exit: 


Om. Haly - Ha! Daraxa with him, I'll obſerve. 
( Retires. | 


-+Rhiod Haly and Daraxa. 


Hal. Make no Enquiry, but obey my Ordess; 
At the great weſtern Gate you'll find him waiting: 
Be ſwift, and truſt to my Commands for Safety. 

Dar. I ſhall my Lord, (Exit Daraxa. 

Hal. Now Db a Tale to ſooth this Jealous Wife, 
And charm the Hurricane into a Calm. 

Well met, my Lord, I thought to have found the 
Princeſs. [Seeing Ozmin. 

Hal. She but this moment paſt to her Apartinene 
Much diſcompos'd. 5 

Hal. I come to bring her Eaſe. 33 
The Viſier has conſider d her Requeſt; 3 
And whate'er Reaſons Policy might urge 
To thwart her Will, he bad me ſay his Love 
Jo her outweighs em all; her favorite Slave is free, 
And may, as ſhe ſhall order, be diſpos'd. 

Ozm. Curſt Chance! this overtuns all I have 
. [ Afide. 
No doubt this kind Compliance will oblige her. 
Hal. Pleaſe to inform her of it, an Affair, 
Of no leſs Conſequence, requires my Preſence 
In another Place. | 

Oxm. I ſhall moſt willingly. _ 

Hal. Tell her that Iſabella may this Night 

Depart the Palace, if ſhe ſo thinks proper. 
2 
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Om. I ſhall. © . 
Hal. Then pardon Haſte. 
Ozm. Behm d Turn of Fortun E: 
My Hopes are blaſted, all my Plots defeated; 
This reconciles Irene to his Intereſt; ' 
And yet Daraxa told me, that he a 
The Chriſtian Maid with ſuch a Height of Paſſion, 
He ſooner wou'd forgo his Life than her. 
But then Ambition, and his Wife's Reſentment : 
Ae, that's the point : methinks, I ſcorn him now, 
Even more than e er I hated : Cou'd pity him, 
Wo rather than offend a Wife, wou'd quit 
A darling Miſtreſs. Coward, Coward Viſier. FR 


SCE N E changes. 


Iſabella diſcovered at a diſtance. 
Ener Daraxa and Al phonſo in a Turkiſh Habit. 


Dar. This is the Place; and ſee where Iſabella, 
penſi ive, alone retir'd from all the Court, 
In yon cool Marble Portico, each Morn 
Enjoys the pure refreſhing fragrant Air, 
Blows from the Sultan's Gardens. 
lp. Once more I'm bleſt, I ſee my Tſabela ; 
A ſoft unaſual 'Trembling ſteals upon me, 
| Binds down my faultering Tongue, and va 
* my Spirits; 
My panting Heart beats thick. What mill I ſay 3 ? 
Or how ſhall I approach her? So ſhe look'd ! 
Juſt fo ! and ſuch a pleaſing Pain I felt 
When I at firſt beheld the beauteous Maid— 
Dar. She moves this way. | 
Alp. She ſees us. 
Dar. T'll retire. 
I wiſh this Interview does not coſt thee dear. 2 
i [dfide, and E xit. 
* What 


UE xit Hal y. 
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The FaiR/GaPTIVE, 21 
Iſa. What do I fee! Who art thou chat a preſum l 
To enter theſe Apartments 2 20 
Alp. Lovely Fair! 
From diſtant Lands, from foreign Climes remote, 
'Thro Winds, and Waves, all Horrors of the | 
An amorous Youth, borne on the Wings of Love, | 
Is flown to thy Relief, and offers thee | 
Freedom and Liberty. Oh charming Maid ! ! 
O be propitious, ſmile on his Deſigns! 
And, pitying, look upon a bivedinis Heart 
That freely yields itſelf a joyful Victim 
To ſuccour thee, and fave thee from the Rage 
Of barbarous, impious Men. 
Ta. I ſhou d not be 
A Stranger to that Voice all ye Saints! 
Am JI h or is it all Deluſion? 
"Tis hel 'tis he! O Heaven ! tis my Alphonſo ! 
Tis he! the Life, the Soul of Iſabella : 
O take me to thy Arms, and hide my Bluſhes ; 
Let me be huſh'd within thy fond Embraces, 
And hear the Sound of Miſery no more. 
Alp. O Joy too fierce to bear! O * Tranſ⸗ 
port 
Iſa. But ſay, Alphonſo ! tell me quick, my Love, 
How cam'ſt thou here? A ſudden Terror 
Invades my Spirits in the midſt of Rapture, 
And I even faint with Apprehenſion or thee: 
Speak by what Means thou here wer't introduc'd, 
Where Death inevitable guards the Paſſage 
From the approach of Strangers. 
Alp. Baniſh thoſe Fears; 
This Night thou ſhalt be free to give a Looſe 
To all the tender Tranſports of thy Soul: 
A faithful Friend, when all is huſh and filent, 
Will, bring thee to theſe Arms, which ake to hold 
thee 5 
n 
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In the ſoft Folds of Love, to part no more! 
He will conduct us ſafe, and unobſery'd, 
To the Sea-ſide. 

Ta. It cannot be, Alphonſo. 

Who is the Traitor that has thus abus'd thee? 

A. I'm not abus d; tis Haly will protect me. 

_ Iſa. The Eunuch Haly? Favourite of the Viſier ! 
Oh thou rt betray'd, and I am loſt for ever! 
'This very Day had I procur'd my Freedom ; 

The generous Princeſs had obtain'd it for me : 


But this unhappy Chance brings both our Ruins. 


Alp. O ſtop thoſe Words, recall thoſe dreadful 
Sounds; * 

The World may periſh, and S reign, 

A Peal of Thunder, pointed at our Heads, 

May ſtrike us dead, but nought ſhall part us more. 

Ta. The Court alarm d, already thou'rt diſ- 

cover'd! As Alarm. 

Oh my Alpbonſo! What ankwiſts Star 
Guided thee here? Hadſt thou ten thouſand Lives, 

This very Inſtant, all were forfeited. * 


Enter Achmat, Haly, and Guards. 
Hal. Behold the Traytor. 
Take back that Name, vile Infidel, 
Or 4 will write it in thy treacherous Heart. 
Ach. Chriſtian, yield thyſelf! 
Alp. Villains! ſtand off! 


Inhuman barbarous Slaves! 


| Ja. Oh hold, for Mercy, ſpare his Lifea . 


ment. 
Hal. Hurt not che Women ſtop their Mouths: 
away. 125 i Ln are forc d off. 


Ach. 


The FA IR CAPT1V k. 


e Confederates 
Int he Seraglio? tis all myſterious. 

Hal. T muſt not let him into the Deſign, [Afde. 
But form a Tale, tho falſe, yet plauſible : 
He is a Chriſtian, Jabella's Lover, 
And hither come from Spain, that's his Pretence, 
To ranſome her; but a curſt black Deſign 
Lurk'd underneath : He privately had brib'd 
A Slave of mine, with a large Sum of Gold, 
To bring him into the Seraglio ; | 
No doubt, to lie conceal'd againſt the Life 
Of our great Maſter. 

Ach. How was this known ? 

Hal. The Eunuch, who conducted, has be- 

tray'd him; ; 

There are beſides ſome other e 
Which will more perfectly make out his Treaſon 
When the Divan ſhall fit. 

Ach. It may beſo; _ 
But at the preſent it appears moſt ſtrange, 
That he, a Chriſtian, and a Foreigner, 
But lately landed on the 7. urkiſh Shore, 
Already ſhou'd be link d in a Conſpiracy 
Of this black Dye. 

Hal. Tis indeed ſurprizing, 
But yet moſt true. Our worthy Viſier's Care, 
Ever moſt watchful for the Sultan's Safety, 
Has trac'd this dark Deſign to its Formation: 
To him all honeſt-hearted Maſſulmen 
Stand highly obligated. Never Man 
So well Kl d the mighty Truſt he bears, 
Nor was ſo anxious for the Publick Good; 
So wiſe, ſo juſt, ſo excellent in all, 
So free from every Failing of — 
We ſcarce believe him ſuch — 


4 
4 p 
— | % 


Ach, Whence came this Man, and who were 


— -* 


Ach. Hold, Haly, Hold. eh 
To liſten to him, makes me ſhare his Guilt. [ 4/ide. 
Was't Wiſdom, unprovok 'd, to wage that War 
Againſt the unequal Arms of great Lorrain? 
Or juſt, to ſhed the nobleſt Blood of Ottoman; 
A curs'd Libation to his wild Ambition ? 
The ſhameful Peace, his own Deſigns once ſerv'd, 
He after made, to the Eternal Blot 
Of Turkiſh Glory, and the baſe detaining . 
That Pay the — had fo dearly earn d: 
All this is excellent in thy Eſteem. 
Hal. You ſpeak with Pre judice, nor can I blame 
5 your Warmth; 
In,that unhappy War you loſt a Brother, 
A noble Brother! for whom Great Muſtapha, 
Not leſs than you, lamented. For the Janizaries, 
Oft have I heard him grieve their hard Enduring; 
And wiſh he cou'd, from his own private Purſe, 
Relieve their Sufferings, till the Publick Stock, 
Which lately has been drain'd, cou'd do em juſtice. 
Ach. All curſt Hypocriſy !- all falſe as Hell ! 
Such Inſinuations may delude the Crowd, 
But when the Sultan comes, I hope to ſee 
Long baniſh'd T ruth again exert her Sway. 
Hal. 'Thou ne'er ſhall ſee i it, if this Brain holds 
5 firm. Aide. 
paſſion's impatient, therefore, Noble Lord! 
I will not urge you farther, but entreat. 
You wou'd not judge till the Reſult informs you: 
The Sultan's coming will determine all. 
Ach. It ſhall determine; for, Eunuch, be aflured 
Such Accuſations will be brought 
Hal. I muſt not ſtay 
To hear em. The Viger⸗ s Honeſty 
To me is fo well known, I muſt not know, 


or 6 mult revenge his Injuries. [Exit 
Ach; 
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Ach. T have been too open; but this Villain's 


feen 
Made me unable to contain myſelf: 


Some Work of Hell, I fear, is now in hand, 
Which this unhappy Chriſtian is the Tool 
To faſhion out: Yet ſure a Time will come, 
When Juſtice will again have leave to ſpeak. 


The Impious, while they reign in Sin ſecure, 

*Cauſe the Bolt*s flow, believe no angry Power; 

But, when, at laſt th*avenging Stroke is given, 

They feel, and then they own the Hand of Hea- 
ven. 


¶ Exit. 
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| Muſtapha and Haly. 


ft. 2920 ATT! thy ready Wit has found 
"NaF the Way 
88880 To raiſe my drooping Haar: 3 
Beam of Light, 
Unlook'd for, breaks upon me ; yet I doubt 
- All is not well. Alternate Hope and Fear 
Diſtra& my very Soul! I'm all confus'd, 
Loſt, and bewildred in a Maze of Paſſions! I | 
Hal. The common Workings of a Mind in Love! 
My Lord, if you retreat, you're loſt for ever; 
3 Great Muftapha, this kind Occaſion, 
And I'll enſure my Lite on your Succeſs : 
But if this Opportunity eſcapes you, 
The amorous Flame that boils within your Veins, = 
Will never be extinguiſh'd. 
Myſt. O! it muſt, h 
Or into Aſhes ſoon it will confume me: 
On TIſabella's heaving ſnowy Breaſt 
It muſt be quench'd. Heaven! how her Griefss 
become her! | 
With what a Grace ſhe mourns her Loſs of Free- 
dom, 
And ſeems a Turtle ruffled in a Tempeſt ; 
Her ſparkling Eyes, o ercharg d with heavenly 
Dew, 
Like glittering Stars reſlected in a Fountain; 
With ſweeter Luſtre charm, and piercing — 
Ha 
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Hal. She's wondrous fair! fair as the new-born 
„ | oo toes, 1 
When Nature deck'd the ſmiling Infant World; 
When Bloſſoms, Fruits, and Flowers luxuriant 
1 pg 
With opening Sweets, a bright eternal Spring: 
When all look'd gay ; when all was Joy and 


TPiranſport. 
Much I'm amaz'd you cou'd ſo long oppoſe 
Almighty Love, and ſuch a Heaven of Beauty, 
Or ſtruggle to repel ſo ſweet᷑ a Paſſion. | 
Muſ. Thou know'ſt that I but very ſeldom ſee 
a 1 
VUnleſs tis in the Preſence of the Princeſs; 
Whoſe Argus Eyes are not to be deceiv'd: 
Under pretence of Love and Care to her, 
She vail'd her ſecret Jealouſy of me, 
And kept ſtrict watch about her lovely Charge. 
Diſcovering I refus'd her offer d Ranſom, 
She privately obtain'd the Sultan's Order; 
And I cou'd no Pretence have found to ſtay her ; 
When, by thy means, Alphonſo was ſecur'd : 
A lucky Thought it was; thou haſt oblig'd me; 
And I muſt ſtudy Gratitude to thank the. 
Hal. Moſt mighty Viſier, all that I am is yours; 
Nor longer wiſh to live, than I can ſerve you. 
Muſ. Les, I believe thee zealous for my Service; 
Or with this Secret dare not I entruſt thee, 
On which my Intereſt, nay, my Life depends. 
Hal. Purſue but my Advice, your Work 1s done: 
The Court ſets out this Day to meet the Sultan; 
And you, with eaſe, under Pretext of Buſineſs, 
Might ſtay behind ; who ſhould ſuſpect your Aim ? 
Muſ. The Princeſs will: O! ſhe has piercing 
Eyes; e 
All muſt be ö open, plain, and fair; 
If ſhe but takes the Shadow of a Feint, _ 
| | 3 | And 


"_ 
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And takes th'Alarm, ſhe ſurely overthrows us. 

Hal. Your quick Complyance with the Sultan's 
Grant | | 

For Iſabella's Freedom, has by this 

Lull'd her impatient Jealouſies to Reſt ; 

Beſides, the Janixaries loud Complaints, 

And Achmar's Diſcontent, will furniſh out 

A plauſible Pretence. You cannot well 

Leave Conſtantimple thus confus'd and murmuring, 
My. Tis well advis'd—but ha! ſee, Hah, ſee, 

Is not that Iſabella ? 3 
Hal. She moves this way. = 
Myj. I knew her by the eager beating of my 


Heart, | 
E'er yet I ſaw her Face. Be gone. K 
Hal. I fly, my Lord. [Exit Haly. 
Enter Tfabella. 


Ta. Pity, my Lord, poor 1ſabella's Fate, 
Mock'd with a Show of Joy to grow more 
wretched : ! 
But pity, pity more, Alphonſo's Error; 
He was abus'd with falſe Intelligence. 
Forgive the Raſhneſs of impatient Youth, 
The haſty Sallies of tranſporting Paſſion : 
Turn, gentle Lord, in mild Compaſſion to him. 
Oh let theſe Tears, this never-ceaſing Flood 
Of Sorrow melt you into Mercy for him 
Excefs of Love has been his only Fault. 
Can you be ignorant of the Power of Love? 
Muf. Hew moving ſoft is Beauty in Diſtreſs ? 
Who wou'd not bear all the Fatigues of State, 
For this one Satisfaction, to behold 2 
So fair a Creature bending ſuppliant to him ? 
Oh. boundleſs Joys of Greatneſs—Charming Maid! 
Ecauty, ke thine,would ſooth the fierceſt gs "> 
BH | | | Cl ut 


A 


/ ; 


\ 
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But mine's too apt to take a ſoft Impreſſion : wt 
There's nothing thou couldſt ask, I wou'd refuſe ; 
I have the Will, but not the Power to ſerve thee. 
Alphonſo's Fate, the Sultan muſt command; | 
At his Return thou muſt addreſs to him. | 
Iſa. The Sultan's ſtern ; he's awful and ſevere ; 
A Stranger to the ſoft and gentle Paſſions : | 
He has forgot to pity youthful Frailty. 
I'm timorous, weak, dejected, and forlorn, 
Unpractis'd in the Courtier's winning Art, 
The Force and Heats of melting Eloquence. 
Oh then eſpouſe my Cauſe, and plead it to him! 
The Cauſe of injur'd Love and Innocence; 
'Th* Important Cauſe, the Cauſe of my Alphonſo ? 
And may ten thouſand Bleſſings light upon you 
Each prattling Babe ſhall learn to liſp your Praiſe, 
And every Maid and faithful Lover bleſs you. 
My. A egg Joy runs ſporting through my 
eins, 
Whene'er thou talk'{t—Tll yndertake thy Cauſe, 
O lovely Maid! Nor cou'd T plead in van, 
Wert thou but kind Death to my Hopes! the 
Princeſs ! = 
Now all the Stateſman's Subtilty aſſiſt me. 


Enter Irene. 


Jene. Hail, my dear Lord! *tis kind and ge- 
nerous in you, | 
To ſuccour thus the Afflicted and Diſtreſt ; 
I hope Alphonſo may deſerve your Pardon. 
Muf. *Tis not in my power to give him one; 
You know our holy Laws determine Death, 
The leaſt Atonement for a Crime like his. 5 
Iſa. Some dire malignant Planet rul'd my Birth, 
And pour'd its baneful Influence on my Head. 
Teach me to mourn, ye melancholy 'Turtles 1 - 
Teach 
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Teach me to ſigh, ye ever murmuring Winds ! 
Feach me to weep, ye ſoft o erflowing Streams ! 
For I, of all my Sex, am doom'd to drink 
Large bitter Draughts of everlaſting Wo. 
Muſ. What can be done to comfort thee, I will: 
Of this be ſatisfy d, he ſhall not die | 
Before the Sultan comes. 
Iſa. Immortal Bleſſings crown you ! 
Swift let me fly to greet him with rhe News. 
[ Exit Ifabella 
Mu. Now I may hope your Jealouſies are o'er ; 


I ſhallno more behold that lovely Brow 


Clouded with Frowns ; nor hear that heavenly 
Voice 
Untun' d with Rage and diſcontented Accents : 
Say, Shall all now be Love and Joy between us? 
Jene. O the Diflembler ! But 4 11 match his 
Artifice. | [ Afide. 


1 Yes, when Alphouſs has obtain'd his Pardon, 
And he and [ſabel/a are ſet free, 


Then I ſhall think thou mean "t to do me — 


Enter Haly. 


Hal. My Lord, the Great Divan is now al- 
i. | 
And expect your Preſence. 


Muf. Say, I attend them, [ Exit Hal. 


DO 
Becomes of him, ſoon as his Doom is paſt 


They meet for the Examination of Alphonſt 
I fear he will be found too euilty ; _— 


His Jabel/a is at your Diſpoſal. 


Irene. Now thou art kind indeed, my Maſtap ha! 
And all Returns are poor that I can make thee. 


[Exit Muſtapha. 
I know not how t interpret this Compliance: 
The 
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The Turn's too ſudden to admit Deſign, 
And yet I cannot think it real: however, 
I'i1 vail the juſt Suſpicions of my Soul, 
Till I diſcloſe the utmoſt of his Drift ; 
Then, if I find thou haſt deceiv'd me, Muſtapha, 


Thy Head ſhall * for thy Heart's Offence. 
Exit. 


SCENE draws to a large Hall. Achmat, Oz min. 


Ach. Well, Ozmin, can the World match two 


ſuch Monſters 
As Muſtapha and Haly? 
Om. No; Heaven forbid 
That the whole Race of Human Kind ſhou* d 
match them: 
Burt 'twas a moſt unſeaſonable Raſhneſs, 
Juſt at the Criſis of our great Deſign, 
To lay your Soul fo open and unguarded : 
Who courts Revenge, mult warily behave, 
Or ne'er enjoy the Goddeſs of his Hopes; 
She loves the cloſe, but hates the talking Wooer. : 
Ach. That N had put me paſt all Pa- 
tience, 
Urg'd me beyond the TP LEE of a Man. 
Bred up to Arms, I have not learn'd the Art 
To fawn, to flatter, and conceal my Thoughts, 
Swear to preſerve, what I wou'd ſeek to ruin; 
And wear a Face of Friendſhip to deſtroy. 
But all goes wrong; the Princeſs too, I hear, 
Is reconcil'd to her deceiving Husband. 
Ozm. His ſeeming Grant in part appeas'd her 
Rage: 
But then the Storm returns with double Force, N 
When ſhe perceives, as ſoon ſhe will, the Cheat: 
But the Baſhaws appear Let us ſtand firm 1 
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To oppoſe the Viſier in Alphonſo” s Detth, + 
For that I know he aims at, that he may 
Unrival'd, and 1 volte his Miſtreſs. 


* * 


. wy Lolds, the Viſier ſummons us to- 
gether, 

TyPatrend the Examination of a Chriſtian 

Surpriz'd in the Seraglio: but ſee, he comes ! 
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Enter Viſier and Haly as in Coltference, Guards. 


| Muft. Let that curs'd Eunuch be empal'd alive, 
Who brought the Chriſtian into the Seraglio ; 
Cut ont his Tongue, ſhou'd he preſume to mutter. 

The Vi fer takes his Place. 

Bide forth the Chriſtian, for *tis highly needful, 
Before he ſuffer Death, he be examin'd ; 
Death is indeed too mild a Puniſhment. 
Om. Are you acquainted with his Crime, my 
4 Lord ? = 
1 - Muſt. His Crime is plain: Was he not found 
i'th' Palace? 
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* And that, without more Evidence, condemns him. 
14 Ach. Yer if a Stranger to our Laws and Cuſtoms, 
» He ventur'd thither, only led by Love ; 

4 The Offence is not ſo grear, but might be pardon'd? 
Ozm. Mercy's the nobleſt Attribute of Power; 
1 Tis greater to forgive, than puniſh Wrongs: 

| Nor came he hither baſely to betray 

1 Our Wives or Daughters, but to ſeek his own, 

| His long contracted Bride, unjuſtly held ! 


Ihe. Unjuſtly? Ozmin : } | 
Om. 
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Ozm. Miſtake me not, I meant not fo, 
But ſpeak his Senſe, for fo it ſeem'd to him, 
Her Friends ſo often offering to redeem her, 
Yer ſtill deny'd that Privilege. 

Muſt. Can any here believe 
So imminent a Danger was incurr'd, 

Only to ſee a Miſtreſs? When youthful Blood, 

And wild Deſires, enflame us for Poſſeſſion, 

We ſwear, indeed, Life were too poor a F orfeit 
For Love and Beauty; but who believes our Oaths? 
The very ſhe they're made to, knows em falſe; - 
And while ſhe yields, diſſembles in her Turn, 
Feigning a Confidence her Soul denies. | 

Ach. You're wondrous gay ! but I muſt tell you, 

„ 
It ill becomes your Lordſhip's Character, 
To ſport with the Misfortunes you wou'd doom 
As criminal- 

Muſt. I can be ſerious, Aa 
As thoſe ſhall find who contradict my Will. 

Ach. Where Will is lawleſs, none but Slaves 
obey. 

Ozm. Þ 3 my Lords, theſe moſt untimely 

ars; 


The Chriſtian comes | let Juſtice hold the Balance: 


Enter Alphonſo guarded and chain d. 
Muſt. He bears a lofty Mein] by Mahomet, 


'Tell us, vile Chriſtian, from what curſt Im pulſe 
Haſt thou attempted this infernal Treaſon, 
What impious Motive, fir'd thee to offend 
The Sultan, Heaven's high Sacred Dele gate, 
The mighty Lord, and Maſter of the World? 
Alp. Were . indeed the greateſt Power oft 
Eart 


FF. Or 
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Or quite as mighty as you pleaſe to ſtile him, 

I wou'd redeem my injur'd Iſabella, | 

And with uncommon Vengeance wreſt her from 
him. 


Myſt. 'Thou'rt inſolent and deſperate. Iſabella 
Was made his Captive by the Chance of War; 
She 1s his Slave, and thou, and all Mankind. 

Alp. In vain you wou 'd make free-born Souls 

your Slaves ; 
You've chain'd this Body, but my Mind is free, 


Your boaſted Pow'r does not extend ſo far, 


As to make that your Slave: King of myſelf, 
I'm great, and free, as your proud Emperor. 
I ſcorn to be unjuſt, mean, or diſhoneſt, _ 


To gain your Favour, or avoid your Tortures 


Nor ſhall they make me fawn, or ask a Pardon 
For Crimes thar I abhor, nor have committed. 
Muſt. Proud Chriſtian! is t no 3 in thy 
Religion, 
To enter privately an Emperor $ Palace, 
Arm'd as a Traytor, as a vile Aſſaſſin? 
Alb. Learn to be honeſt, and throw off the 
Stateſman, 


You over- act the Hypocrite; thou know ſt, 


If from thy Soul thou durſt confeſs the Truth, 
I neither am a Traytor nor Aſſaſſin! 


Him who betray d me there, that treacherous 


Eunuch, 
Deſerves thoſe Titles; I diſdain their Meaning. 
Ozm. Haly ? 
Alp. Yes, Haly ; for a Bribe I ſcorn to mention, 
Firſt gave me Entrance into the Seraglio ; 
And then, for Ends beſt known to his vile Heart, 
Betray*d me. 
Om. Moſt baſe! 
Ach. Monſtrous ! | 
| | ; Ha!. 


The FAIR CAPTIVE. 35 


Hal. My Lords, if ever 
Muſt. No more. 
This is the Coinage of deſpairing Villany; 
Finding no Means whereby t'acquit thyſelf, 
Wou 'd drag the Innocent to Perdition with thee. 
Hal. Yet give me leave, moſt mighty Viſier ! 
My honeſt Soul even ſhudders at the Thought: 
Have I thus long preſerv'd my Loyalty 
Untainted by thinfectious Blaſts of Faction, 
Jo hear myſelf at laſt impeach'd and tax'd 
Before this great Aſſembly, O holy Prophet! 
As an Accomplice in a Traytor's Guilt? 
But, till his Seizure, if I ever ſaw 
This perjur'd Chriſtian, may juſt Heaven 5 
down, 
And rain in Storms its heavy'ſt Vengeance on me. 
Alp. * anſwer thee, vie Slave: wou'd be to 
all | 
To an Indignity below my Chains ; 
The Jew who brought me to thee knows thy 
Crimes, | 
And may in time appear to thy Confuſion.” 
Ozm. Ach. What Jeu? 
Muſt. Some new Invention! we'll hear no more! 
Give him the Rack, till he recants his 'T reaſons. 
Alp. Your Racks and impious Tortures I 2 
Nor can I die but once; no matter how: : | 
And better once, than ever live in Miſery : 
What can your Malice more? I'm proof againſt 
Even Death itſelf: Perhaps, too, I can bear 
More Pain than you'll infſict. 
Muſt. Preſumptuous Wretch! 
Stung with Remorſe, and urg'd by wild Deſpair, 
Thou talk'ſt in ſuch a daring Tone but know 
There is a wide eſſential Difference 


Betwixt the ſlighting Death, and bravely dying; 
| | F 2 One. 
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One is Fool-hardineſs, the other Courage: 

You wiſh to die, becauſe aſham'd to live: 

Some Reaſons thou may ſt have to hate thy Life, 
Tho none to covet Death; but in thy Fancy, 


What thou think'| brave, is ſtupid Raſhneſs only. 


Alp. Let Slaves to Fear ſhrink at the King of 


'Terrors, 


And guilty Cowards look aghaſt and tremble, 
I am no Criminal; no conſcious Shame 


Of ſecret Injuries confound my Soul, 
And make my Life ſeem burdenſome or odious. 
I could ſuſtain Toil, Poverty, or Scorn, 
Hunger and Cold, and all the IIls of Life, 
So ich abhorr'd, and ſhun'd by Human Kind, 
Bleſt in my Love, ſecure of Iſabella 
But if I muſt loſe her, I wiſh to die. 
Muſt. Give him his Wiſh : ſpeak, Lords, is it 
not juſt ? 
Give me your Voices, or from this time forward 
Let none preſume to mutter. 
All Baſhaws. He ought to die. 
Ozm. to Ach. "Tis vain to oppoſe when Num- 
bers are againſt us. 
Muſt. I thank. you all. Go lead him to the 


Dungeon, 


Set a ſtrong Guard, but eaſe him of his Chains; ; 
That I'll permit for Jabella's ſake, 


And let the Mutes attend for further Orders. 
[Exeunt all but Muſtapha and Haly. 
Hal. A Task well over: How mean you to 
proceed ? 


22 Juſt as my Fortune points, to Joys im- 
mortal! 


To Extaſies, beyond the reach of Senſe ! 
To Bliſs, without a Name, in ſabella's Arms! 


And 


Alt V henſo, in * Mercy, I'll reprieve, 
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And make a Merit of my Pity for him, 
Enſnare her with the ſpecious Show of Friendſhip ; 
'Then, when 5 gentle Soul is melted down 
With tender Gratitude, I'll ſeize the Charmer, 
And print Love's Image on the yielding Softneſs .- 
Hal. Moſt excellent! this is to be a Man! 
Not pine for Joys which are within your Reach. 
But I had almoſt forgot: the Eunuch Slave 15 
Who brought the Chriſtian into the Seraglio, 
Before he ſuflers Death, entreats your Ear; 
He has, he ſays, a Secret to deliver 
Which will concern you nearly. 
Muſt. Admit him: 
If't be Complaints, we can diſpatch him eaſily, 
Mutes go out, and return with Daraxa. 
Hal. Fearleſs he ſeems of Death, but yer per- 
| plex'd, | 
As if a greater Loſs than Life diſturb'd him; 
All his Deportment 1s above his Station, 
And ſtrikes my Soul with an unuſual Wonder: 
Mark what becoming Pride fits on his Brow ; 
Methinks I read ſtrange Meanings in his Eyes. 
Muſt. J ſhou'd trace ſomething there I'm well 
acquainted with; On 
But what I know not ſpeak thy Buſineſs. 
Dar. Not to beg Life, for that I know were 
vw: | 
For his Security-Lought to die, ¶ pointing to Haly. 
As *twas for yours I only wiſh'd to live: 
But tho this Garb has hid me from the World, 
And ſhrowded the Diſhonours of my Life ; 
In Death I wou'd not be conceal'd from thee, 
Nor can my ever-faithful Soul forſake 
Its dwelling here, unwarning thee of Foes, 
Of bloody Foes, that ſeek thy Ruin, Muſtapha ! 
Muſt. I am amaz'd ! what mean'ſt thou? 
Dar. 
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Dar. Firſt, I'll be juſt, 

And puniſh the Betrayer of my Honour: BY 

This fond, this fooliſh Heart that has undone me, 

| Stabs herſelf. 

Bleed, bleed 8 Expiate thy Offence; 

Such Tears as theſe can only waſh my Shame 

away, 

And give me Courage to appear 8 1 
Myft. Daraxa! O why haſt thou done this Deed? 
Dar. TIRE 45 I leis have done ? Wretch that 

am! 

My Fame, my Glory, and my Ws of Mind, 

Thou, Muſtapha long ſince, haſt baſely murder'd : 

And what has Life to boaſt when they are gone. 

Like ſome poor diſcontented Ghoſt I've watch'd, 

With bleeding Heart, and aking Eyes, thy Steps, 

Seen all the Labyrinths of thy mazy Paſſions, 

And now wou'd caution thee to ſhun thy Fate; 

For oh ! thou ſtand'ſt as on a Precipice, 

Whence the leaſt Puſh may hurl thee to Deſtrue- 

tion. 
Muſt Whom ſhould I fear ? 
Dar. Can'it thou ask that, and know 

How many thouſand Curſes are upon thee ? 

My Strength begins to ſail, and Life's laſt Stream 

Is almoſt ebb'd : Beware a jealous Wife! 

And the falſe Friendſhip of deſigning Ozmin ! 

Achmat, revengeful for his Brother's Death, 

Is thirſty tor thy Blood—Here in thy Breaſt, 

O too much lov'd, and too ungrateful Man, 

Here, where my Shame began, here let it end; 

Farewell farewell for ever! oh [Dies 
Hal. She's gone 

Rouze, rouze, my Lord, and quit this Scene of 

Horror. 
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Myſt. When I reflect how once I lov'd this Maid, 
How much I doated on her every Cham, 
And wiſh'd no Paradiſe but in her Arms; 
I ſeem a Monſter even to myſelf: | 3 
What a ſtrange Creature's Man? through what 
various Paths. | 
Does fickle Fancy lead our vain Deſires > -- - 
Reſtleſs and ſtill unſatisfied we roam, 
For perfect Happineſs was never found : 
One Wiſh obtain'd, another {till ſucceeds, 
And Hopes and Fears, in an alternate Round, 
Weary our Life, and mock our beſt Reſolves. 
Hal. My noble Lord! be not thus loſt in Thought. 
Muft. The Sight has ſhock'd me, wou'd ſhe 
had dy'd in private. 
Hal. The Calls of Buſineſs ſummon you away; 
Improve the Hint ſhe has fo timely ons 
Ozmin and Achmat—— 
Myft. Something muſt be done; 
Eternal Hurries wait upon the Great. 
Dangers withour, Horrors within perplex him. 


In vain o'er Slaves we boaſt an envy'd Sway, 
While we ourſelves are our own Paſſions Prey ; 
We! re leſs unconquer'd, and more loſt than they.) 


1 


1 
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OT Wo 
SCENE, a Priſon. 
Alphonſo 27 a Book in his Hand. 
(LEES M ſatisfy d— this Doctrine truly charms 
4 


me! IS 
Awake, my Soul! ſhake off thy earthly 
| —Madits'1 25-5 5:1: 1 | 
New plume thy Wings, and turn thy longing Eyes 
To the bright Regions of Eternal Day ! 
How dangerous were it to our future State, 
Shou'd theſe frail Joys be laſting and unmix'd, 
That charm our Souls with empty fond Delights, 
And chain our groveling Senſes down to Earth ? 
No 'Tempeſt-beaten weary Traveller, 
Benighted, wilder'd, void of Hope and Comfort, 
With greater Joy compleats his purpos'd Journey, 
Than I embrace my Death, and quit the World: 
Oh! were my Habella but fecure, | 
I ſhou'd not have one Wiſh to linger here: 
But, ha! the lovely faithful Maid appears; 
Like Night's bright Queen ſhe gilds the Vale of 
Horror, > 
And lightens all the wide Expanſe around. 


Enter 


A 


The FAIR CAPTIVE; 
; Lo * bo ; 8 5 12 = 
Enter Ilabella- 


Thou tender blooming beautious Innocence! 
Peace of my Soul! thou Charmer of my Cares, 


What Words ſhall I find ſoft enough t exprefſss 


Thy wondrous Love; and my redundant Fondneſs 
Toms ſpite of all my Griefs, even now this In- 
| m—_ in my Arms I Claſp this precious Trea- 
I would not change Conditions with the Sultan. 
Ja. Why, has the great Diſpenſer ſingled us 
From the whole Mortal Race to be-compleatly 
_ wretched? Y 


Heaven is too wife and good to puniſh us 
Without a Cauſe; nor let us raſhly dare 
To cenſure what we cannot comprehend, 


Theſe lowring Clouds juſt teeming with Deſtrus 
That hover o're our Head may be diſperſt, 


The threatningStorm may burſt at Diſtanee from us; 


And leave the Sky bright and ſerene again. 

Ia. Alas, Alphonſo! nothing now can ſave us! 
Not the leaſt glimmering Dawn of doubtful Hope 
Breaks out to light us thro” this diſmal Maze, 
Tis dark! *ris frightful all! and comfortleſs ! 
Thy Cafe has been related to the Mufty, 


And in their Prophet's Name, he votes thy Death. 


Alp. Curſe on their Prophet, and his bloody Laws; 

From Brutes, tis idle to expect Humanity; 
Their Breaſts are harder than the Scythian Rocks, 
On which their fierce Progenitors were nurs d. 


Iſa. Muſt we then Part Alphonſo, part for ever! 


Ob, 'tis 2 direful killing Thought! for ever; 
- 8 . * 2 » _ 


Ap. O murmur not, my Love, at Providence! 


42 The FaikGarrTiyt: 
How can it be ? ſhall Death have Power to ſever; 
Divide our Souls, blended in Love and Fondneſs? 
49 This raviſh'd Heart, with Joys unfelt be- 
r 33 We N 
Beats to the heavenly Muſick of thy Voice, 
As at Noon- Day, the Sun burnt labouring Swain, 
His — Breaſt ſcorch'd with immoderate 
| Acat, Ed | I | 7 1 
Pants for the cool refreſhing limpid Stream, | 
So pants my Soul for thee ; for Eove and Vertue! 
Thus fix'd, I could for ever gaze upon thee 
With fond Deſire, with ardent Breathings charm'd 
To Exſtacy unutterable! Loſt 
In a ſweet oerflowing Tide of Tranſport. _ 
Ia. Thy Words Alphonſo, melt my Soul away. 
Why doſt thou turn me all again to Softneſs ? 
In pleaſing Dreams, why ſhould our Thoughts 


be lull'd, 5 
While Death each Moment gather Ground up- 
on us ! 3 


Since we muſt die let us die as Lovers ſhould, 
And while tis in our Power, as it becomes us. 
Alp. What doſt thou mean? 
Ja. Canſt thou not gueſs, Alphonſo. 
Alp. Make me no Stranget to thy neareſt 
Thoughts, 
Oh, tell me all thy Soul! 8 
| Ja. My Heart's too full — ( turns away her 
i f . Head weeping. ) 
Alp. Thy throbbing Breaſt ſweils with ſome 
___ dreadful Thought, 
That ſtruggles hard, and ſtri ves to find a Vent. 
Oh! ſpeak my gentle Love. 
Ja. I've brought this Dagger —— | 
411 ary hold thee there! I would not hear a 
ore 5 | | 
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N ſoft Lips of Blood, of Blood and Mur- 
als: 2 5 TS 
Iknow what tis thou meaneſt, this glittering Steel 
Points to the fatal Deed : It muſt nor be 
Nature aftighted, ftartle and denies 
Aloud, this haſty, Heathen Liberty” _ 
Think! Art thou not a Chriſtian, Iſabella ? 
Tia. Yet it muſt be. Alas! what think'ſt thou can 
Become of me, when thou art gone Alphonſo ? 
Alp. O, thou haſt raiſed a Storm within my 
Breaſt. 
Ten thouſand Terrors and tormenting Thoughts 
Rage in my Soul, all Anxious for thy Safety. 
So the Numidian Lyon in his Den 
Lies calmly ſlumbring, but on a ſudden wak'd 
Starts terrible, and ſhakes his awful Main. 
Majeſtick, ſtalks, collecting all his Fierceneſs; 
Then dreadful Roars, the Hills and Vales rejoin'd, 
The Woods affrighted, wave their gloomy Heads, 
And the wide Foreſt all around him trembles : 
Theſe * all are barbarous, baſe and faith- 
"Rs 2 | | = | 
I fear the Vier moſt — he can't be honeſt. 
Iſa. Alas! thou know'ſt him not; to him alone 
Thou ow'ſt thy Life till now, at my Requeſt, 
And ev'n this Hour he labours for thy Safety. 
Alp. He. is a cunning Monſter, 1ſabella ! 
At thy Requeſt ? I charge thee have a Care, 
He may, perhaps, enſnare thy thoughtleſs Ver- 
. =, Una: 5 
Say, has he never offer'd thee his Love? 
| Ja. Never, by Heaven, I ſwear, or if he had 
And made the leaſt Impreſſion on my Heart, 
Thus I'd have torn the Traytor from my Breaſt 
And daſh'd it in his Face. | 
Alp. O virtuous Maid! 
HER FM G 2 | Full 
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Full well I know nought, can corrupt thy Love, 
Not that of Angels burns more bright and pure, 
et Fear —— _ 

a4 Give me thy Fears, Alabonſo, 
If that alone was all we had to fear — 
Alp. O, be not too ſecure, ten thouſand Deaths 
Are not ſo terrible as this one Thought, 
It racks me more than all the bloody Tortures 
Theſecurſed Jufidels can heap upon me, 
Let them impale me, tear me Limb from Limb, 
Flay me alive, cut me to ſmalleſt Atoms, 
Grind me to Duſt, and ſcatter me in Air, 
Do all that Man, or Devils, can invent, 
I'd freely bear it to preſerve thy Virtue. 
Be on thy Guard, on Peril of thy Life ; 
I ſcorn to ranſom mine at Price of thee. 
Iiſa. Is this the Recompence, the kind Re quia] 
Of all my tender Love? Unjuſt A/phonſo ! - 
Indeed, I never did deſerve Suſpicion — 
Why chils my Blood ? my very Eyes grow dim, 
Cold Damps 0 erſpread me, Death muſt „ me 


"Eaſe. aints. ) 
Alp. What have aid ?= Forgive me Iſabella? . 
Confuſion to my T —71 hes! She faints! ſhe dics ! 
Look up fair Creature! ſofteſt Innocence! . 
Be reconciF'd! Alas, ſhe hears me not! 
Curſe on my Raſbneſs ! Ha! the ſcatter'd Crimſon; 
The fading Colour fluſhes o'er her Checks, 


Again ſhe — and all her Beauties brighten. 


So 175 the Morn, ſo mild, ſo ſweet, ſo lovely, 

When in the ſmiling Eaſt, the new-born Day 

Reviving, Paints the Sky, and glads the World. 

Ja. Unkind Alphonſo: "why would thou recal 
me, 

Jaſt ſinking down into the ſofteſt lumber. 

Didſt thou not chide me, and diſtruſt my 45. 

5 7 


3 3 
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Alp. I was to blame: But pardon my wild Paß. 


ſion; 
Thou haſt diſpell'd my Fears, huſh'd eve 
1 I ry. 


Us! 

My Breaſt is calm, calm as the tranquil Oce: 
When on the unruffled Surface Halcions 5 yy 
Come to my Arms, thou Miracle of Goodneſs. 

Ja. Alas! thy manly Eyes even ſwim in Tears, 
Thy Boſom heaves and ſwells with buother d 

Fondneſs, 

If thy firm Soul at length be ſoftned thus; 
O, think Alphonſo, think what I endure. 

4bp. Forgive a Weakneſs ne er indulg d before 
This briny Flood has cut it's aking paſſage, 


Not Streams of Blood won 4 flow with half TT 


Pain, 
Enter Ozmin, 


Om. Chriſtian! I come to bring the joyful 
Tidings, © 
The Princeſs has obtain d thee a Reprieve, 
Nor . but to prevail to ſave thy Life. 
| Iſa. O, generous Lady ! how fhall I expreſs. 
My overflowing Joy? O, give me Way, 


And let me fly to thank her. 


Alp. Jſalella, once I charge, be careful of eV. 
Piper. (exit Iſabella. 
On. Chriſtian ! 1 heartily congratulate 
Thy Hopes of Safety. 
Alp. Thou ſpeak'ſt me fair; 
But ſo — that baſe Wrerch, who firſt dete 


8 1 thy Friend, and come to offer thee 
The Means of Liberty: Dareſt thou accept em? 
Alp. I dare do any ching that's honeſt and be- 
comes The 


— — — 


46 The Fain Carrivs- 


The Character of Man, as Man ſhould be? 
Ozm. Know then, thy Promis d Pardon from 
the Sultan "A 

Requires long time, e're it can be effected ; 

Beſides, I fear the Vißer will impede s 

All Interceſſions that his Wife may make; 

Therefore wou'd have thee ſnatch the preſent Mos 

ment, 

Whieh offers fair, thro me, for thy Deliverance: 
Alp. And leave my Yabella? 

Oz: She too is free. 

Follow but my Advice, you both are his, 

Alp. The Voice of Angels warble in that Sound, 

Whar muſt I do, to purchaſe ſuch a Bleſſing T 
Om. Diſparch the Vier. 

Alp. Ha! 
Ozm. Nay, ſtart not at a Deed 

Applauding Heaven will ſmile'on, Earth approve; 

And only Friends regret : His Crimes are grown 

Too monſttous for this World. 

Alp. Say, if they are, 

Ought I to be his Executioner ? 

Ozm. Yes, when Neceſſity compels like yours 

*Tis Bigotry of Honour to refuſe : 

But let me beg thee to withdraw a Moment, 

T ſee a Friend approaching, and our Buſineſs 

Requires Diſpatch, and Cloſet Privacy, 

8008 Ill abſolve all Scruples thou canſt make Lr. 

Enter Achmar. 


Well b ſay, how ſtand the Fanizaries ? 
Ach. Firm as our Hearts can wiſh, all ripe for 
Miſchief: 
I have follow'd thy Advice, inſtill'd thoſe Jea- 


louties 
| I nto 
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Into their factious Heads, as have quite turn d 
Their weaker Intellect; told trightful Stories 
Of horrd Inovations in the State; 

This Muftapha's unbounded Power and Greatneſs; 
Told *em that the Deſigns to ſet aſide 
The Race of Ottoman, repeal the + i 
Transfer the Sceptre to a ſpurious Hand, 
Or fill the Throne himſelf. 
Ozm. Aye, aye, Tales like theſe, 
| Ne're fail to fire the Crowd. 
Ach. ſo zealouſly they're bent, 

They vow to ſhed the laſt dear 'Drop of Blood 
That ebbs within their Veins to guard the Sultan 
And make the 7ifer lay aſide the Mask, 

And won himſelf at once. All long again 

To bend the Bow, and ſhake the glittering Spear, 
To prove the Vigour of a Turkiſh Arm 

In foreign Fields of Blood, and bravely there 
Waſh out the Stains of an Inglorious Peace, 
Contriv'd)by this damned Vier, whom they load 
With 1 Curſes. 8 

Om. For my own Succeſs 
Upon this Chriſtian here, I cannot boaſt 
As yet, but will purſue it farther, Ha! 
* / what makes he here ? 


Enter Haly Guards. 


Hal. Diſarm em both. 

Ach. What means the Villain ? 

Ozm. Stand off, ye Slaves. 2 

Hal. Vain is Reſiſtance ; the Viſier is inform 4 
You held Intelligence with this Chriſtian here; 
For which he holds it needful to confine you, 
Till you can clear your ſelves before the Sultan. 

Oæm. Audacious Villain: : 

Ach. 
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Ach. Matchleſs Inipudence. 


By whom are we accus d, N 
l Too ſoon you will be told, 3 


This Viſit here in Part confirms your Guilt? 


Ach. Tell the proud Viffer ——— 
Ozm. Have Patience noble Achmar. 
Ach. A Time will come = — 


RN 


Now hanghtp Lords —— 8 on me. 
+ Exeum Guards e Way. 


SCENE the Palace; . and 


Habella. 


rene NX Ear Jabella! give a Trace to Grief, 
Raiſe thy Tad Eyes, and cheat thy 
drooping Soul, 
Alphonſo's ſafe; all ſhall be well again, 
This direful Storm, this diſmal threathing Tem- 
pet, ; 
When tis blown Ger, and its Rage is ſpent 
Shall only more endear your future Joys. 
Na. IIiuſtrious Princeſs ! all your Benefits 
Are deeply rooted in my grateful Heart, 
Nor will I ever ceaſe to addreſs your Goodneſs: 
Irene, Then in Return; Fve one Requeſt to 
make, 
That thou, with me wilt leave — 


And bear me Company to meet the Sultan. 
The Journey will divert and comfort thee. 


1a. Diverſion, Madam, would ill ſuit my State 
Depreſs'd, and broken with Exceſs of "rat 


'Think with your ſelf, wou'd you defire Diver- 
ſion, Court 
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Court Gaiety and Mirth, where you as Lam. 
Irene, Come, come, no more ! away with theſe 
{ad Thoughts, 
I muſt not now excuſe you; tis not proper. 
1a. Heavens! what can ſhe mean? Not Pro- 
per Madam ö. 
ad you a dying Lover to upbraid you; 
or uthappy Wretch that forfeired 
1 Life, thro ardent Tenderneſs for you; 
u'd you be ſo unjuſt to leave him thus ? 
I wou'd not diſoblige you for my Life, 
ut I can die, e'er go from my Alphonſo. 
Irene, Alas, Poor Maid! I cannot urge her 


ut muſt aſſure n my ſelf ſome other Way. 
Thou art a tender loving Conſtant Creature. 


The Viſier comes! enjoy thy Choice, but leave 
me. Exit Iſabella and 


enter Maſt. and Haly. 


My Lord, I heard juſt i now ſurprif ing News, 
I hope not true. 
Muſ. Twas artfully contriv d, but huſh, no 
more. (to Haly. 
What was it; Madam? 
Irene, That, tho' the Court ſets out 
This Day to meet the Sultan, you deſign 
To ſtay behind us here in the Seruglio. 
Myf. FO. urgent Buſineſs does detain me here. 
cannot 
Irene, 2 will not Muſtapha ! 
Tis as 1 thought, baſe and Perfidious Man, 
I know thy Wiles, the Drift of all thy cunning, 
Thy faithleſs Heart lyes naked ro my View,, 
3 Maid! that poor unhappy Chri- 
ian 


When J am gone, muſt be the Sacrifice 
H To 


more. ( (Aſide. 
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To thy hot Paſſion, thy adulterous Flame: 
But dearly ſhalt thou pay for all my Wrongs: 

Myj. As I expected — Still at your Jealouſies 5 
This is too fterce a Proof of Love, Vene! 

Little Diſtruſts give Edge to the Delight; 
But yours are too unreaſonable and wild. 

Irene, Nay then tis Time to baniſh all Deceit; 
Throw off Diſſembling, and appear my ſelf. 
Know that, not thou, nor all thy perjur'd Sex, 
E'er warm'd Irene with one tender Wiſh: 

Cou'd I have lov'd, my former Lord, had all 
That Women doat on, or that Man cou'd boaſt, 
I never priz'd, but now diſdain and hate thee; 
"Miſtaken Wretch ! that Vow my Pride extorted, 
Thou 38 thought'ſt was owing to my Fond- 

neſs, 55 
But my Revenge ſhall prove, I ſcorn that Paſſion 
Which thou ſo inſolently haſt depended on. 
Muſ. Excellent Wife! But I muſt turn this Tor- 

rent, ( afide 
Leſt in its Courſe it overwhelms my Hopes: 
It, Madam, ſo unworthy of your Love, 
Why did you grace me with the Name of Huſ- 

band ? 85 WT 
Or ſince ſo titled, what have I cer done 
That ſhould deſerve this Uſage ? 
Irene, The worſt of Crimes, 

All meaner Injuries I cou'd forgive, 
But I diſdain the Man whom I have bleſt 
Shou'd think another worthy his Deſires. 

Muſ. By Heaven I do- not, thou art all to me} 
That thy whole Sex can give; but now I find 
I am not ſo to thee. Unjuſt Irene! 

Irene, What but ſome baſe deſign, ſuch as I've 

nam'd | 
Cou'd form a Cauſe to keep thee here behind af 


* 
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Muſ. O, raſh Suggeſtion of impatient Jealouſy 
Which from moſt diſtant Cauſes can aſſign 
Reaſons to work upon, and raiſe Suſpicion, 
I have no Leiſure Hours to throw away 
On Love Affairs, if I were ſo inclin'd; 
The State engroſſes all my Nights and Days 
And wears me out in Watches for its Safety. 
The Janixaries now, which I had told before, 
Had but your Paſſion held the Reins of Reaſon, 
Are highly diſcontent, and threaten Mutiny ; 
To add to this, ſome Spahi's are arrived, 

From a confederate Prince, which bring us Word 
That ſtrange Deſigns are form'd againſt the Sultan, 
And that the horrid Plot took, being here; 
Ozmin and Achmat are ſuſpected fot it, 
And but this Moment ſeiz d. 

Irene, This may be true. 
But cer I yet believe I'll ſound him farther; (aſide 
If it be thus, tis moſt impoſſible 
You can go hence; therefore to prove my ſelf 
Is not a doating, yet a tender Wife. 
I too will ſtay and bear you Company. 

Muſ. Death! this is ten times worſe than what 

I fear'd. ( aide. 

Thy generous Soul obliges and amazes, 
But yet, methinks, twere better for us both, 
That you ſhould go to attend your royal Father, 
You can make no Excuſe : By our great 
Prophet, 


5 


To Morrow, if alive, Il overtake you. 


Irene, Ha! now "tis Plain, but I'll conceal my 
Thoughts. ( aſide. 


On that Condition only I conſent ; 


You ſwear to Morrow, if alive, you'll follow. 
Mu. J do, and thus I ratify my Oath. 


2 1 


2 
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Life of my Life, farewe!!, may Heaven prote&. 
—_ ** (kiſſing her 
Trene, O, Traytor! but I will a while be calm, 
Stifle my Rage, till I at once can blaſt (afide. 
His high-rais'd Wiſhes, and dete& his Guilt, 
Yes, he ſhall find, ſpite of his Artifice, 
With how much Eaſe an injur'd Woman can 
Unravel all the Schemes of faithleſs Man. (exit. 
Muſ. Oh, Haly! what a Toyl to force At- 


fection, ; | | 
Haly. Yet you, great Sir, make all things eaſy to 
But now the Work is done. (ou, 

1, Ay, there remains | 


No more Impediments to bar the Way 
To Jſabelia's Arms! the Thought tranſports me! 
What is this Love, this ſtrange myſterious Paſſion! 
Has it the ſame Effects on all Mankind 5 
As me? or is a more than uſual Store 
Blended in my Compoſure ? it muſt be ſo; 

T is idle to ſuppoſe unerring Nature | 

Has given us Paſſions only to torment us; 

No, ſhe expects they ſhould be gratify'd ; 
We're free to uſe what ſhe has freely given. 

'To vulgar Souls, dull, heavy, thoughtleſs Lumps, 
She has been wiſely frugal of her Bleſſings, 
They're Strangers to the purer Joys of Life, 
Refin'd Delights prepar'd for nobler Minds, 
Then let em drudge on in the common Road, 
Boaſt of their Chaſtity and Temperance, 

And call their ſtupid Slugiſhneſs a Vertue. 

I maſt, and will indulge my brighter Senſes 
With all the Joys Imagination forms. 
Haly. My Lord, this working Brain has form'd 
a Way The 

To bring her ſafely into your Apartment, 

Her Shrieks within her own may raiſe the * 
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To trace the Truth, and who would truſt their 
8 C26 
The Deed once done, for ber own ſake ſhe'll hide 
Muſ. Thou art the beſt of Engines, but diſpatch, 
The Train will ſoon ſet out, and I'd not loſe 
One Moment from y Pleaſures. O my full 
Heart 5 | 
The Princeſs gone, the calls of Buſineſs huſh'd 
Thoſe Plagues that P ylon all the Sweets of Life 
By thy kind Induſtry emov'd. This Night 
T travel thro! new Worlds of fierce Delight! 
No ſaucy Cares ſhall the vaſt Bliſs del oy, | 
But while on Earth all Paradiſe enjoy 


AF 


Enter Al ponſo, Ozmia, Achmat. 


OW Chriſtian, thou art free: And 

l take thy Choice, 
Either to go with us againſt the 
— Vier, 

Or — — the Advantage of the Night, 

Endeavour to regain thy Jabella. 

Ap. If my poor Service cou d avail you ought; 

I moſt unwillingly ſhou'd rake my Leave, 

But you have Numbers to aſſiſt your Purpoſe ; 

While Jabella, friendleſs and forlorn, 

Muſt be expoſed to ſavage brutiſh Rage, 

And call in vain on Heaven or me for Aid. 
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Ozm, This Eunuch then, by whoſe kind Care 

Wee live, . | 

To diſappoint the bloody Viſier's Purpoſe, 

Can eaſily conduct thee to that fair one. 

He knows each Avenue of the Seraglio, 

And may paſs unſuſpe&ed by the Officers. 

Now Achmat let us haſt, your Janixaries 


Will rejoice to ſee their Aga. 


Ach. And more, | 
In an Occaſion to revenge their Wrongs: 
Securely ſleep, O Muſtapha ! this Night, 
For . thy laſt; the Morn comes wing'd with 
ate. | 
Alp. Succeſs wait on your Hopes. 
Ach. And chine, brave Chriſtian ! (exeunt different, 


SCENE changes. Iſabella, Haly. 


Iſa. Alphonſo doom'd, and I denied to ſce him! 
O' tell me Hah, whence proceeds this Change? 
What has he done to forteit his Reprieve ? 

Or how have I tranſgreſs'd, to be refus'd 


That only Boon, I beg to ſuffer with him? 


Hab. Alas, fair Maid, tis not for me to pry 
Into the ſecret Purpoſe of the Viſier: | 


] am not to adviſe, but to obey. 


Nor was I leſs amaz'd than you, when late, 
He order'd me to ſee Alphonſo ſtrangled. 
And have ſome Hours deferr'd the dread Command, 
In Hopes your Interceſſion might prevail, 
Wang you ſhon'd know, to ſave him from Deſtru- 
10N. | 
Iſa. O Heaven ! what can I do? 
Haly. Entreat the Viſier. | 
Thy Charms may ſoften him again to Mercy. Il 
is 
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Ta. Where is he to be found 3 — 5 * 
Hah. In his Apartment. 


Iſa. Ha! a dread Horror over-ſpreads my Soul. 


Alphonſo charg d me to avoid his Preſence, 

What meant he by that Fear? or what means this 

Which trembles here? as tho'to warn me of him! 

I dare not venture 5 
Haly. Why, then Alphonſo's loft. 

Unhappy Chriſtian ! 1 lament thy Fate; 

And more, thy Love for an ungrateful Maid 

Who acts as Acceſſary to thy Murder, 

Nor ſtirs, nor reaches out an Arm to ſave thee; 

from the wide Jaws of ready gaping Death. _ 
Ja. O Torture! O Confuſion to my Soul! 

Muſt then Alphonſo die, and I negle& 

All Means, all Opportunities to ſave him? 

Or to preſerve him, muſt I hazard Vertue ? - 

Hazard! What Hazard? the Viſier has been ſtill 

| Moſt good, moſt gracious to my Supplications, 

But ne er attempted to ſeduce my Honour 

Away then with Delays I fly to ſeek. him. 


et ſtay- where art thou going Iſabella? 


Into the very Chamber of the Man, 

Thy only Friend commands thee to avoid; 
Perhaps he had Reaſons, tho” unknown to me: 
Men are deceitful, cunning and deſigning, 
I want the Art to trace beyond their Words, 
Their Meanings may be vile, tho ſeeming fair. 
W | 7 
Your weak Irreſolution will undo you. 

I dare not, muſt not diſobey my Orders, 
And if you here remain one Moment longer, 
Alphonſo's Corps, all ghaſtly pale and cold, 
Will meet your Eyes, a diſmal Spectacle : 


Haly. Wake, Madam, wake, from this fantaſtic 


Your 
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8 will then be Aena . 
Ja. Haly, no more, my very Soul diſſolves 
In Floods of Tenderneſs. I have been too guilty | 


In this Delay: O bring me to the Viſier, 


And may all gracious Heaven look down and aid 
My Pleadings! Let the Breath of Angels 
Dwell in my Voice to move his Soul to Mercy: 
To Mercy for Alphonſo. | 
Haly. Thy own will ſerve the Turn. (Exennt. 
er Alphonſo, Eunuch. | 
Alp. It cannot be, tis moſt impoſſible! 


| Folſcoo her Chamber at the dead of Night 


Gone out with Haly ! didſt thou ſay, with Hal? 
Eun. Chriſtian, I did. 
Alp. I prithee do not ſay it. 


Or while thou ſpeak'it, ſtab, Rab n meto the Heart: 


I have indeed regain'd my Liberty | 
But loſt in Leiu my Sences— I ſhall die mad 
Oh Jſabella? Cou'd I have thought this of thee 2 


- Curſe onthe Thought! *twill haunt my very Ghoſt! 


T've read, the Habits which our Souls —— 


On Earth, affect us in another State 


If ſo, what Benefit will Death afford 

If I remember, I once lovid a Woman. 

Woman, did I ſay ? or Devil—a very Woman ! ] 

Frail wicked Wein! falſe inconſtant Woman! 

A Creature more deceitful than the Devil 

In brighteſt ſofteſt Angels F orm. But hold 

Sure tis a Dream where am I—do 1 live ! 

She muſt be true Oh! No, ſhe's baſe and falſe, 

She has been falſe, and Damn'd her ſelf and me. 
Eun. Pleaſe you, Vil guide you to the Viſier's 

Chamber, 
But dare attempt no farther than the Entrance. 
The Lords Eſcape by this may be diſcover d 


And I be loſt before they can relieve me. 


4. 
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Alb. For me thou ſhalt not, lead me but to the 
(Place. 
I ve nothing now to fear, or hope but Vengeance. 
© The Viſier' Chamber, he leeping on a Ty 3 
Couch, riſes and comes for ward. 
Whar vain Chimeraes mimick Fancy für 
To mock and fright the ſuperſtitious Soul, 
Methought I had my ab-/la here 
Half yeilding,; ttembling bet ween Fear and Tranf- 
pott; 
But as I ruſh'd to ſeize the awed Joy, 
Her I. imbs grew cold, her Lips were turn'd to lee! 
Starting, I look'd, and found inſtead of her, 
Daraxa's breathleſs Corps had fill'd my Arms. 
I do not like theſe Dreams — 1 ſleep no more, 
But wait for waking Joys — and ſee, they're near. 


Enter Hally and Iſabella. 


Hal. Moſt noble 7/7 fer | this fair Chriſtian Maid 
Intreats you'd lend an Ear to her Petition. 

Muſ. When Beauey pleads, ren only can 

be deaf. 

Ja. Thus with my Body bent! in humble ton, 
Thus, with uplifted Hands, and ſtreaming Eyes, 
Wou'd I implore Compaſſion, mighty Viſier, 
For my Alphonſo's Life, Ty doom d. 

Mu ſ. Are the Rooms clear? ( aſide to Hally 

Hal. They are my Lord, not even a Waden | 
Or Eunuch within hearing, I have diſpos dd 
Em all at Diſtance waiting. 

Muſ. Tis well, retire. =; Hall. 
Alphonſo's Fate, fair Maid, lyes in thy Breaſt. 

Ja. Heavens! how I tremble — iu mine, my 

gracious Lord ? 

Muj. Yon only can preſerve. him. 
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Form' d in a Mould ſo exquiſitely fine, 


May pay the Price, moſt gladly Il reſign it. 
If that you mean, behold I ſtand prepar'd ; 
Tell, tell me quick, and ſtrike me dead at once. 
Muy. Oh, charming Maid! *tis thou canſt ſave 
his Life, „ Ms 

Not only his, but mine; thy Smiles or Frowns, 


T hy lovely Eyes muſt fix my Fate and his. 


Faireſt Reſemblance of the brighteſt Angel! 
Why wilt thou dart ſuch angry Glances, | 
From thoſe ſoft Orbs of Light, whoſe ſtreaming 
Sweetneſs . 7 
Even now, all unrelenting, as thou ſeem'ſt, 1 
O'ercomes my Soul, and ſteals thro? all my Senſes. 
Ta. How juf and true, Alphonſo, were thy 
Fears! (aſide. 
O ceaſe, my Lord, this vain Diſcourſe to me, 
What Pride, alas! to mock a wretched Woman? 
Muſ. Blaſpheme not thus the Heaven of thy 
Perfections, | | RE 
Who can, untoueh'd by Love, behold thy Charms? 
But mine is ſure, a more than common Paſſion. 
T burn, I burn, I languifh, faint and die. 
Long have I born the ſweet enchanting Ferment, 
Long ſtruggled to depreſs the riſing Flame, 
Till grown too mighty for my throbbing Breaſt, 
It blazes out, and here muſt find Relief. . 
1 of her. 
Ia. Forbear my Lord, I muſt not hear you talk 
Miſ. Les, thou muſt hear and regard me too, (thus 


4 


Array'd in all that heavenly Pomp of Beauty, 
To give and take ten thouſand thouſand Joys, 
Not to be taſted in another's Arms. | 
Scorn the nice Affectation of thy Sex, 
Nor let their Folly be a Rule to thee, | 
Why «ould'i thou vainly ſtrive to hide from me 


The Sparks of Love now glowing in thy To 
\ An 
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And check the ſwelling Tranſport of Deſire 
Which prompts thee to be kind, and bleſs my 
GE. Withes, 
But in my Arms reſerve ſhall be extinguiſhed. 
Ja. Defend me Heaven ! 
Muſ. Come, come! no more Reſiſtance. 
I ſce the Woman melting in your Eyes, 
Luxuriant melting in the Folds of Love, 
Fainting with Pleaſure, let my flutrering Soul 
Catch the ſoft Murmurs of thy yeilding Lips 
And mingle with thy Breath. 
Ja. Kill, kill me firit! 
Muſ. Iwill not hear one Word which ſounds 
| like Death, 
Yeild to my Strength. 
. Help Heaven! O help. | 
(As be is bearing her off, Irene 
ruſhed out in Mens Cloaths ) 
Fene, It ſends thee Help in me. 
Muſ. A Traytor hid within my private Cham- 
ber, - (Habs her. 
Dye Villain, Slave! 
Hene, Perdition on thy Hand! 
Ja. Thanks Heaven! O where ſhall J fly (els 
Muſ. Horror and Death! 
What have I done! my Wife! O holy Prophet, 
Still, till T ſleep, and this is all a Dream. 
Irene, Thou wak'ſt too ſure, worſt Monſter of 
thy Kind. 
Vulpes thy Deceit, I feign'd a Journey, 
But ſoon return'd, diſguis'd, to watch thy Purpoſe, 
This fatal Conſequence I meet unſhaken : 
The Sultan will revenge me — ſome horrid Death 
Will be thy Portion, Endleſs pains hereafter 
Reward thy Perjuries — thy countleſs Falſhoods. 
. Confounded : _—_ I-know not what to Tic 
2 - he 
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The Wound may not be mortal — help there, 
help, who waits? 
Trene, In vain thou call'ſt, tis not in Art to 
„ 
The fatal Weapon's Point has reach'd too far, 
And Death already ſeizes on my Heart, 
Juſt Heaven directed thy miſtaking Hand, 
To break the Prop thy wild Ambition lean'd on. 
'The Par thou haſt given reſtores me to my 
And in thy Ruin is his Death revenged. | 
| Muſ. DiſtraGtion : © © 
reve, Oh! Support me Muſtapha [ | 
In Srreams of Blood, the Blaze of Rage is quench d, 
Diſdain and jealouſy are now no more. 
If in the other World we: chance to: meet, 
I may, perhaps, forgive thee ( dies. 
Me. Curſt Accident - wh ( Noiſe without, 
Ha! what r Alargy! has Fate more Ills in e 


SY 4A -4 


Enter Hall) v. 


Hal. Pardon, great Sir, this haſty Interruption, 
The Janizaries are in Arms, the Wretch _ 
Whom I intruſted with the Charge o'th Priſoners, 
For Bribes, or ſecret Hate to you, has ſet em free, 

and at the Head of that rebellious Band, 
Come arm'd with Rage, and fully bent on Ven- 


geance. 
Mia. All things conſpire my Ruin. hs look 
Hal. Oh, Mahomet ! the Princels ; IP 
. Mif. Ki! 'd by this Hand ; 
But the ſad Tale's too long to tell thee now. 
Where are my Guards? whatever is my Lot, 
I'u ſcourge the Inſults of theſe haughty Traytors, 


Aud if at laſt I fall, III fall reveng d. . 


The FAIR rv. 7¹ 


Abo alone. 


Ap. Silence in \ ſolemn Solitude reigns here, | 
While all without is Tumulc and 9 oat 


44 


Enter Ilabella in os. 


: Iſa. Hal is it poſſible? Oh Fate! 'tis he! 
Fly, fly Alphonſo, this accurſed Place! 
Oh hide me! ſave me! fave thy 1ſabella!. 
Gods, tis his Ghoſt! the Ghoſt of my Alphonſo, 
What &er thou art, O f [peak , ſpeak ! I conjure thee. 
lp. Fury and Hell: thou ray . thy glowing 
Cheeks, 
Thoſe flaming, ſparkling, Eyes denote thy Frenzy, 
Thy rainted Breath pollutes the purer Air. 
The very Plague it felt is leſs infe&ious | 
Ja. Alas! tor Pity's Sake, Alphonſo hear me. 
Alp. Did not I charge thee to avoid the VJiſier, 
And comeſt thou not this Moment from * Ty- 
(rant 
With all the B aal of Guile van thee. 
Ja. Hear me, but ſpeak 
Alp. Away, and touch me not. 
How cou'dit thou dar 'ſt thou enter this A- 
( partment 
Ja. I was betray'd — - Hall! chat helliſh * 
cr 
Lrav'd, I tore, did all that Woman cou'd, _ - 
Implored both Heaveu and Earth to help and ſave 


( me. 
| Alp. Thy Diſobedience and Sclf-conceit, 


That 
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72 The FAIR CaPTIVE. 
That very Crime that damn'd thy Grandame Eve, 
Has ruin'd thee, ' I knew thee — 4 than 
Thou knew'ſt thy ſelf! I knew thee very Woman. 
Thy Sex'sChaſtity, that boaſted. Vertue 
Is moſt in Danger when tis moſt ſecure. 
The tottering Fort without Foundation ſtands 
Fenceleſs and open, by the Invader oft 
O'erthrown” and plunder'd at the firſt Aſſault. 
Ja. Theſe cruel Words, theſe angry keen Re- 
© ( proaches 
With horrid Anguiſh peirce my bleeding Heart, 
And wound it deeper than thy Sword could do. 
Alp. Had 1 not given thee Caution, timely 
( Warning, 
Tavid knows I chou 'd incline to pity thee, 
But now —— 

Ja. O righteous Heaven if I have done amiſs, 
If I this Day in Word or Thought have ſwerv'd 
From the chaſt Rules of Virgin Modeſty, 

Pour out thy wrathful Indignation on me, 
Let me be blafted with avengeful Flames 


Blackned all o'er from Head to F oot, and ſtand 


A Monument of Guilt to future Ages. 
Alp. I'll hear no more. 

Ja. My Soul eſcap' 
ä on the Brink of 


the Snare 


oft Some generous Ma runs. in and reſcu'd me. 


Alp. Say, who? 

Iſa. Indeed I knew him not. 

Alp 1 believe thee. 
Equivocating . who taught thee this 
Internal Sophiſtry ? thou'rt much improv'd, 
Grown wondrous learned ſince I ſaw thee laſt 


— Immortal Powers! how unconcern'd you are! 


No 


No Thunder, Earthquake, nor a Hurricane, 
Proclaim'd this curſed Deed ? bright and ſerene, 
The conſcious Moon moves in her 1 K 9 
2 „ ar OE | Race. 
Iſhould have thought, all Nature muſt have chang'd, 
The fire had chang'd to Ice, the Sea to Flames, 
In Tears of Blood, the weeping Heavens lamented. 
Old Chaos had reſum'd his ſhapeleſs Throne, 
And all Mankind again being damn'd for one. 
Ja. Nay then tis time to dye! (draws a Dagger. 
Alp. What meanſt thou? (ſnatching it from her. 
Wouldſt thou add Murder to thy Perjuries ? 
Iſa. Unjuſt and eruel! barbarous Alphonſo ! 
Woulſt thou deny me Death, the laſt Relief 
For Woes like mine 2 
Alp. Oh! could I think thee innocent ? 
Ia. By all my Hopes of Happineſs hereafter, 
And your Forgiveneſs here, I ſwear I am. 
Alp, Oh! I am rack'd, riven with fierce con- 
2 | ow $f _.__._ ( vulſions! 
Why have I bore all the Fatigues of War, 
Fac'd Death ſo often in the glorious Field, 
In deſperate Sieges, Battles, and Encounters, 
And ſcap'd all Dangers there, to know this Hour? 
Iſa. Oh, calm this horrid Tempeſt in thy Soul: 
| (an Alarm. 
But ha! what means this Noiſe? Oh, let us fly. 
The Tyrant will return and find us here 
Then thou art ſlain, and I indeed raviſh'd. ( ſound a 
Alp. A Retreat! one Party is ſucceſsful: Retreat, 
Archmat triumphant! Heaven than at laſt is juſt 
And Villany defeated. 7 


Enter Achmat, Ozmin, Viſier wounded. 


Ach. Brave Chriſtian I rejoice to fee thee Safe, 
Behold thy cruel Foe expires before thee. 
Soon a cold Lump of lifeleſs Clay will be 


Al 


—— ———— —ęUdᷣ 
— 


— — — ak 6 5 
. — ——— — 5 — > S 1 © nr Py» ny * 
—— — — — — 
. 
* e I 


N E D l ; 
ccc 
— — knots £ 


K. n 
4 n <> 
— — 
—— eee _, - — 
© — 


3 * 
An. Mos 


His Bones alt eruſt'd, and ſtarting thro' his Skin. | 


But Chriſtian, tis convenient for thy et 
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Al the Remaihs-of this once mighty Man! © 


-” Mu. Inſult me not my lateſt Pangs are on me, 
eur hende anch! deſpiſe your Malice. 
But I regret my Diſappointment chere, r 
More than -theſe wounds: Had 1. pofleſs . that 


I had ranfackt all the Joys tRar Life hoy ive, - 5 


And would have ſmil d at Death. O H 
Pity me, and from that rigid Vertue which, lu 


7; Recede a little. and Vouchſafe thy Hand (bear 


Not t that nay then, Tm loſt indeed farewel. (dier. 
Alp. How vain is Pomp! and how uncertain TE, , 
Vatadpy Man! a mean untimely Death. (gers! 
Has cloſed thy Scene of Life: But ſay, ye juſt Aven- 
What Doom muſt Hal bear, that faithleſs Slave? 
Ozm. Heis impal'd before the Palace Gates 


The Traytor now twines on the bloody Stake — 


That thon depart before the Sultan comes... 

The Guards ſhall be your Convoy to your Veſlel. 
Alp. Thanks noble Oz min! Now my Wabelln, 

Thy Vertue clear d, ſhines with a double 8 


Love and Ambition, are Paſſions ſuited 


To the Brave alone, and find no tlanee bn. 
In a narrow Mind, yet wher let looſe Rog ” 
And unreſtrain d by Honour's nicer Bounds | 
Degenerate into Crimes, and kill our Fame. 

So pry a River in due Limits four, 14 


7 Innumerable Bieſſingr it beftows. 


The cooling Stream yields Comfort and Helen, 

Quenches the Thi, Fd and gratifies the Sight : . 
But ſwell d with ruſhing Flovds and Storms of Rain, 
Scorns. its. weak Banks, and joams along the Plain, 


a4 % 


And where the rapid Torrent forms its Cour ſe, 


9 th: eng, wrth rYefiſtleſs Force. 
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